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COGNITIVE DISSONANCE IN TEHRAN:

US CLAIMS DECISIVE VICTORY AMIDST EXPANDING REGIONAL ATTRITION
MARCH 10, 2026: A PIVOTAL MOMENT

US President Trump & Sec. Hegseth announce ‘Operation Epic Fury’ success, while ground war reaches peak intensity and Iran retaliates.

US NARRATIVE: ‘AHEAD OF SCHEDULE' VICTORY

0 @

Dismantled 90% Destroyed 51 Swift Conclusion
Iranian Missile Naval Vessels  for Energy Stability
Capability
White House: War pre-emptive against imminent threat

SAUDI
ARAMCO

IRANIAN REALITY: DEFIANCE & ATTRITION

Khamenei named  IRGC Dismisses US Horizontal Escalation
Supreme Leader, Claims, Vows Strikes on UAE, Qatar,
Signals Continuity Proportionate Retaliation Saudi, Bahrain Energy Hubs

Iran: We determine when it stops

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & GLOBAL IMPACT

GLOBAL ENERGY GRIDLOCK
o Strait of Hormuz Closed
« Saudi Aramco warns of catastrophic consequence

VA LEBANESE FRONT INTENSIFICATION
w & * Israel bombards Beirut & South Lebanon

* 700,000+ Displaced

 Qatar LNG force majeure (20% global supply disrupted) [E W, Israeli buffer zone expansion signal i
& %

« 0il prices near $90-$100/barrel (Stagflation Risk)
US DOMESTIC & LEGISLATIVE FRICTION
« War Deeply Unpopular (27% Approval)

o Pressure for ‘Save America Act’ (Election Reform)
* Partial DHS Shutdown (Funding Dispute)

* Protests & Political Division

* Lebanese President’s talks proposal met
with skepticism

FRAGMENTING GLOBAL ALLIANCES
o®

« Germany/EU concerned lack of exit plan

« France/Greece pivot to European primacy in Med
* Gulf states refuse US offensive base use, feel betrayed by Iran
* Russia offers mediation while profiting from oil

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

STRATEGY OF [ EROSION OF £ 2 FRAGMENTING SECURITY
'HORIZONTAL ESCALATION' ‘AMERICA FIRST' ARCHITECTURES

« Iran Shifts to Regional Disruption « Trump Credibility Gap « Shift in European thinking

« Targets US Partners « Abandoning ‘Peace President’ persona | e« Russia as potential broker

« ‘Shared Insecurity’ Model « 'Forever War' accusations  US reliance on distant assets

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
« Accelerated Nuclear Proliferation Risk

« Structural Energy Supply Shift to
Asia/Sino-Russian Order

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):

« US Midterms Dominated by War
Cost & Inflation
« Global Recession Risk if Strait Closed

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
@ Internationalize Mediation (P5+) ﬂ] Secure Alternative Supply Chains (Chemicals, etc.)

4559 Collaborative Gulf Security Model (Exclude Civilian Sites) | 4 Prepare for Permanent Aviation Polycrisis (Higher costs)
@ : : : : Skepticism of Short-Term Market Rallies
£3) UN Address Diplomatic Immunity Erosion o (Need reliable imports, not just rhetoric)

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
« Clash of Wills on 'Finish Line'
« Lebanon Humanitarian
Breaking Point
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COGNITIVE DISSONANCE IN
TEHRAN: US CLAIMS DECISIVE
VICTORY AMIDST EXPANDING

REGIONAL ATTRITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of
cognitive dissonance in the ongoing conflict
between the U.S.-Israeli coalition and Iran.
While U.S. President Donald Trump and
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth have
characterized "Operation Epic Fury" as a
resounding success that is "ahead of
schedule," military operations on the ground
reached their most intense level to date. The
U.S. administration is messaging a swift
conclusion to the war to stabilize volatile
global energy markets, yet the Pentagon
simultaneously warned of unrelenting strikes
against Iran’s military-industrial base. The
conflict has moved beyond a "surgical" air
campaign into a broad war of attrition that
has effectively halted oil and gas exports from
the Gulf region, leading to a humanitarian
crisis in Lebanon and rising domestic political
friction in Washington.

The Iranian leadership remains defiant
following the succession of Mustafa Khamenei

as the new Supreme Leader. Tehran has
rejected U.S. claims of its military collapse,
vowing a proportionate retaliation against
civilian and energy infrastructure. This
horizontal escalation has already seen Iranian
projectiles strike UAE, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, and Kuwait, targeting energy hubs
and residential towers. In Lebanon, the
conflict has intensified, forcing nearly 700,000
people from their homes as the Israeli military
signals a desire to expand its southern buffer
zone. The international community, led by
Germany and the EU, is increasingly vocal
about the lack of a joint exit plan, fearing an
"endless war" that could trigger a global
economic depression.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Escalation of "Operation Epic Fury":

Despite rhetoric of an early end to
hostilities, the U.S. conducted its most
intense day of strikes inside Iran, deploying
record numbers of bombers and fighters to
dismantle missile production and naval
assets (including B-2 and B-52 sorties). The
U.S. claims to have destroyed 51 Iranian
vessels and reduced Dballistic
capabilities by 90%.

missile

* Iranian Succession and Defiance:
Mustafa Khamenei, son of the assassinated
leader, has been formally named Supreme
Leader, signaling continuity of the hardline
faction. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) dismissed U.S. victory claims
as '"nonsense," asserting that Iran will

determine when the conflict stops.
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* Global Energy Gridlock: The Strait of
Hormuz remains effectively closed to
commercial traffic. Saudi Arabia’s Aramco
warned of catastrophic consequences for
world markets, as Qatar, Bahrain, and the
UAE have been forced to halt production
following Iranian strikes on refineries and
processing plants.

Elite Politics & Succession

* The appointment of Mustafa Khamenei is

seen as a rejection of President Trump’
demand to approve the next Iranian leader.

U.S. officials are refusing to recognize the

new leadership, with the Press Secretary
calling him a "radical terrorist."

* Lebanese Front Intensification: Israel is « Internal divisions persist in the U.S., with
bombarding Beirut’s southern suburbs and
issuing forced evacuation orders for
villages south of the Litani River. Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun has proposed a four-
point plan for direct talks with Israel to
disarm Hezbollah, a move met with
skepticism in Washington.

Republican  Senator Lindsey Graham
advocating for the seizure of Iranian oil to
offset war costs and provide leverage
against China.

Coalition Cohesion &

Engagement

Diplomatic

* U.S. Domestic and Legislative Friction:
The war is deeply unpopular at home, with
approval ratings at only 27%. Amidst the
conflict, the Trump administration is
pressuring Congress to pass the Save
America Act, a sweeping election reform

bill, while facing a partial DHS shutdown

over funding disputes.

e German Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz
expressed concern that the U.S. and Israel

lack a joint plan for ending the war quickly.

* The UK has allowed the U.S. to use RAF
Fairford for long-range bombing missions,
despite initial resistance from PM Keir

Starmer (reversing his earlier position).

* France and Greece have visited Cyprus to
pledge  European primacy in the
Mediterranean and protect waterways,
signaling a possible pivot away from U.S.-

led regional security.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Infrastructure

* Iranian strikes have targeted key energy
Economic Security

sites including the Bapco refinery in
Bahrai Shail 1 field i .

] and the inSaudi * Global stock markets r n lightly on
Arabia.

Trump’s "soon" victory comments, but
analysts warn of stagflation if energy prices
remain near $90-$100 per barrel.

* Qatar has declared force majeure on LNG
shipments, disrupting 20% of the world’s
gas supply due to unsafe maritime routes.

» Pakistan and Bangladesh have

* The U.S. is considering naval escorts for implemented fuel rationing and school

tankers, though military leaders admit the closures to conserve energy stocks
Strait of Hormuz may be laced with mines. (Pakistan raising prices by 55 rupees).

* The U.S. Treasury waived sanctions for
India to purchase "already at sea" Russian
oil to mitigate global supply gaps.
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Statecraft & National Security

* The Pentagon confirmed 140 U.S. soldiers
wounded and 8 killed since the start of the
conflict.

* U.S. Central Command reported destroying
16 mine-laying vessels near the Strait of

Hormuz.

e Iran’s UN envoy accused the coalition of

targeting nearly 10,000 civilian sites,
including schools and hospitals.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance in the U.S. and Israel is being
reshaped by the war through emergency
budgeting and controversial domestic policy
pushes. While Israel focuses on funding its
"Operation  Roaring  Lion," the U.S.
administration is leveraging the national
emergency to push through significant
election and social legislation.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Save America Act: A 5-point U.S.
legislative proposal requiring voter ID
n roof of banning
universal mail-in ballots, prohibiting
transgender surgery for children, and
banning men from women’s sports.

o Operation Roaring Lion War Budget
(Israel): An emergency 13 billion dollar
expansion of the Israeli defense budget
to finance the Iran war.

o DHS Funding Bill: Currently stalled in
the U.S. Senate, leading to a partial
shutdown and non-payment of TSA,
FEMA, and Coast Guard personnel.

itizenship,

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Senate Armed Services Committee

Classified Briefing: Democratic
senators emerged disturbed by the lack

of an endgame, with Senator Blumenthal
warning of a path toward American
boots on the ground.

o Pentagon Press Briefing: Secretary
Hegseth and General Dan Kane detailed
degradation of Iranian assets while
maintaining that the U.S. will not engage
in "democracy building."

o White House Daily Briefing: Press
Secretary Caroline Levitt argued that
the war would result in lower gas prices
in the long term and defended the
administration’s domestic legislative
agenda.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Strategy of "Horizontal Escalation"

Iran appears to have successfully shifted the
conflict’s gravity from a purely defensive
posture to a regional disruption strategy. By
targeting U.S. partners in the Gulf rather than
engaging solely with U.S. military assets,
Tehran is testing the "pain tolerance" of the
global economy. The calculation is that while
the U.S. has air superiority, it cannot protect
the intricate supply chains of the Gulf. This
"shared insecurity" model (security for all or
security for none) aims to force U.S. allies to

pressure  Washington for a ceasefire,
effectively using the global oil price as a

deterrent weapon.
Erosion of the "America First" Doctrine

The Trump administration is facing a
"credibility gap" within its core base.
Prominent independent and right-wing voices
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are accusing the President of abandoning his
"peace president" persona to fight Israel's

war. The disconnect between Trump’s
campaign promise to end "forever wars" and
the current bombardment of eight countries is
being exploited by Democrats ahead of the
midterm elections. To counter this, the White
House is aggressively framing the war as a
pre-emptive strike against an imminent threat
(claiming Iran was 3 to 7 days away from
striking the U.S.), despite intelligence analysts

doubting these assertions.
Fragmenting Global Alliances

A significant shift is occurring in European
security thinking. The perception that the U.S.
is part of the problem rather than the solution

is driving France and Greece to assert
European primacy in the Mediterranean.
Concurrently, Russia is positioning itself as a
potential broker, with Putin offering "good
services" to mediate while profiting from
rising oil prices to fund its own war in
Ukraine. The Gulf states, particularly Qatar,
are expressing a deep sense of betrayal by

Iran while simultaneously refusing to allow
U.S. bases on their soil to be used for

offensive strikes, leaving the U.S. reliant on
distant carrier groups and UK-based bombers.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect a clash of wills regarding the "finish
line." Trump may unilaterally declare
victory to stop the oil price surge, but the
IRGC is likely to continue missile strikes to
ensure any U.S. exit is on Iranian terms.

* The humanitarian situation in Lebanon will
reach a breaking point, with registered
IDPs likely exceeding one million as Israel
expands its ground operations.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

e The U.S. midterm elections will be

dominated by the cost of the war ($1 billion

per day) and its impact on domestic
inflation.

e If the Strait of Hormuz remains contested,

a global recession is almost certain, forcing
drastic interest rate hikes in Japan and the

EU to combat cost-push inflation.
Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The war will likely accelerate nuclear
proliferation. Analysts warn that Iran,

having seen its conventional deterrent fail,
will likely conclude that only nuclear
weapons can ensure state survival.

* A structural shift in energy supply chains
will occur as Asian economies diversify

away from the Gulf, potentially leading to a
new regional order dominated by Sino-

Russian interests if the U.S. presence
remains destabilizing.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic  efforts should focus on
internationalizin h mediation
mechanism (e.g., a P5+France/Oman
model) to provide the "guarantees" Iran
demands against repeated U.S. strikes.

* Security architectures in the Gulf must
transition from passive defense to a
collaborative model that explicitly excludes
civilian infrastructure from targeting.

* The UN must address the assassination of
diplomats in Beirut to prevent the total
collapse of the Vienna Convention and
international diplomatic immunity.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Companies reliant on
Gulf-produced chemicals, fertilizers, or
aluminum  should secure alternative
suppliers immediately, as the "ripple effect"
will last months beyond a potential

ceasefire.

Aviation/Tourism Sector: Global carriers

face a permanent polycrisis environment;

ticket prices between Asia and Europe are
unlikely to return to 2025 levels due to

sustained insurance premiums and

rerouting costs.

* Investment Strategy: Short-term market

rallies based on "victory" rhetoric should be

viewed with skepticism; real stability

requires a reliable resumption of imports,

not just presidential social media posts.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260310_020000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

