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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
FACES STRATEGIC INCOHERENCE
AS OPERATION EPIC FURY
ESCALATES AMID GLOBAL ENERGY
TURMOIL AND WANING DOMESTIC
SUPPORT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On day 11 of the US-Israel war with Iran, the
Trump administration finds itself trapped in a
cycle of contradictory signaling, claiming

mili jectiv re "pr well complete"
while simultaneously ordering the most
intense day of strikes since the conflict began.

This messaging friction between President
Trump—who seeks to calm volatile energy
markets—and his "Secretary of War" Pete
Hegseth—who promises "unrelenting
precision" until total defeat—suggests a lack
of a wunified political end-state. While the
Pentagon reports a 90% degradation of
Iranian missile capabilities, Tehran remains

defiant, countering with drone strikes on UAE

and Bahraini energy infrastructure and
effectively blockading the Straight of Hormuz.

The economic consequences of the conflict
have moved from theoretical risks to tangible
domestic crises. Despite a temporary dip in

crude prices following Trump’s "mission

nearly accomplished" rhetoric, US gasoline
prices have jumped 21% in a single month,
fueling a cost-of-living crisis that threatens
Republican prospects in the upcoming
midterms. This has prompted the
administration to pivot toward domestic
legislation, specifically the Save America Act,
in an apparent attempt to refocus the MAGA
base on electoral integrity and immigration as
the "short-term excursion" in Iran threatens to
become a protracted regional quagmire.

Geopolitically, the day was marked by
deepening fractures within Western and
regional alliances. Traditional mediators like
Qatar and Oman have expressed a "profound
sense of betrayal" by Tehran, yet they remain
unwilling to permit their bases to be used for
offensive operations, fearing total regional
chaos. Meanwhile, the UK’s late naval
deployment has triggered a fierce domestic
debate over military readiness, and the
French government has increasingly asserted
independent leadership in the Mediterranean,
further isolating the US-Israeli coalition. The
appointment of Mojtaba Khamenei as
Supreme lLeader has effectively ended hopes
for an internal moderate collapse, signaling
that the regime intends to survive the
onslaught through a war of attrition.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Military Operations and the Narrative of
Victory

* The Pentagon has intensified its air
campaign, deploying B-1 and B-52 bombers
to strike over 5,000 targets in Iran,
focusing on missile production and the
defense industrial base.
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Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has
adopted the title "Secretary of War"
signaling an offensive posture that discards
the "nation building" concepts of the 2003
Iraq era in favor of "ruthless precision."

Centcom reports that one-way attack
drones have decreased by 83% and ballistic

missile launches are down 90%, though
these  figures independently
unverified and are contested by the IRGC.

remain

Ground-based British counter-drone

systems destroyed an Iranian drone in Iraqi
airspace overnight, highlighting the
expanding geographic scope of the theater.

The Straight of Hormuz Crisis and Energy
Security

The Straight of Hormuz remains effectively
closed, with over a thousand tankers stalled
due to Iranian threats and the inability to
secure insurance.

Internal administration confusion peaked
when Energy Secretary Chris Wright
posted and then deleted a claim that the
US Navy had successfully escorted a tanker
through the straight.

President Trump issued a severe warning
regarding naval mines, threatening "death,
fire and fury" if Iran attempts to mine the
waterway, while Centcom claims to have
destroyed 16 mine-laying vessels.

Saudi Aramco warns of 'catastrophic
consequences” for global industry if the
blockage persists, despite Saudi attempts
to reroute 70% of exports via the East-West
pipeline to the Red Sea.

The Lebanon
Displacement

Front and Regional

* Israeli operations in southern Lebanon

have reached a critical mass, with 750,000
people displaced and the death toll

surpassing 500.

* Lebanese President Joseph Aoun has taken

the unprecedented step of accusing
Hezbollah of "betraying the country" and
has expressed readiness for direct

negotiations with Israel.

 Israeli strikes targeted Hezbollah-linked

financial institutions (Al-Qard al-Hasan),
aiming to dismantle the group's domestic
economic power base.

Domestic Political Resistance and Legal
Challenges

* Democratic lawmakers, led by Senators

Elizabeth Warren and Jeff Merkley, have
condemned the war as a "billion dollar a
day" engagement launched  without
constitutional authorization.

Congressman Greg Landsman has
introduced a War Powers resolution
seeking to force a wind-down of the conflict
by March 24th and explicitly prohibiting
"boots on the ground."

Polling indicates that 53% of US voters
oppose military action, with significant
"MAGA" fatigue among rural and
independent voters concerned about the
"affordability crisis."
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and National Security Lawfare

* The Al firm Anthropic is suing the US
Department of Defense after being

designated a "supply chain risk." The
dispute stems from the firm’s refusal to
allow its "Claude" Al to be used for mass
surveillance or autonomous targeting.

e The Trump administration has labeled
Anthropic a 'radical left woke company,"
signaling a new era of ideological vetting
for defense contractors.

* This legal battle sets a significant
precedent for Silicon Valley, as the
administration moves to blacklist domestic
companies that maintain ethical constraints
on dual-use technology.

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

* The G7 finance ministers and the IEA are
liberating the rel f -4
barrels from strategic petroleum reserves
to provide a 15-20 day buffer against
Hormuz disruptions.

million

e The UK Chancellor has warned against
"price gouging" by fuel retailers, while the
US administration floats the possibility of
easing sanctions on Russian oil to lower
global prices.

* Supply chain experts note that "rockets and
feathers" pricing—where gas prices rise
instantly with crude but fall slowly—is
creating a long-term inflationary tax on
consumers.

Succession and Elite Politics in Iran

* The swift appointment of Mojtaba
Khamenei suggests the IRGC  has

consolidated control over the clerical
establishment, opting for a hardline
transition during the crisis.

* Despite  Trump'’s

preference for a
analysts suggest the Iranian system is far
more resilient and ideologically dug-in than
the Maduro regime.

* Iran's police chief has warned that anyone
even "thinking" of protesting will be treated
as an enemy of the state, indicating a total
securitization of domestic governance.

Security Architecture and Coalition

Cohesion

* UK Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch has
hingl riticiz h rmer
government for the delay in HMS Dragon’s
deployment, calling it emblematic of a
"hollowing out" of defense.

* The "Special Relationship" is under strain

as Trump signals the UK's help is "not

needed" for a war he claims is already won,
while UK bases remain under fire.

e Ukraine has transitioned from a recipient of

security to a provider, sending drone
experts to the Gulf to assist states in

countering Iranian-made Shahed swarms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity today focused on
aggressive domestic shifts aimed at shoring
up the Republican base and curtailing
executive war powers as the Iranian conflict
reaches a critical 30-day threshold. The

administration is increasingly using legislative
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"common sense"
controversial reforms.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

branding to  push

* The Save America Act: A critical Trump
administration proposal that would require

voters to show photo ID and proof of
citizenship for federal elections while

abolishing universal mail-in ballots.
e War Powers Resolution (Landsman): A
Democratic-led effort to limit President

Trump’s authority to continue the Iran war
beyond 30 days without a formal

declaration of war from Congress.

* Crime and Policing Bill (UK): Includes a

controversial debate over banning "step-
incest" pornography, with Baroness Burtin

pushing for amendments to address
"dangerous and degrading" online content.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon Briefing (Hegseth/Kane):
Defined the three pillars of Operation Epic

Fury: destroying missiles, the navy, and
nuclear capabilities.
* G7 Finance Ministers Emergency

Summit: Focused on coordinating the
release of strategic oil reserves to stabilize

markets.

* 10th Nuclear Energy Summit (Paris):
Used by President Macron to advocate for

civilian nuclear power as a strategic hedge

against Middle Eastern fossil fuel volatility.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the
Narrative"

"Victory

The Trump administration is attempting to
decouple military reality from market
psychology. By repeatedly asserting that the
war is "ahead of schedule" and "mission
complete," Trump successfully forced a
temporary 10% drop in oil prices. However,
this "verbal intervention" is being undermined
by his own Department of War. The rhetoric of
Hegseth, who frames the conflict as an
existential settling of accounts for 47 years of
Iranian aggression, suggests the US is
seeking total capitulation, not a tactical
ceasefire. This disconnect creates "headline
risk" for investors, where a single IRGC boat
strike could shatter the fragile market calm.

The Fracture of the "Special
Relationship" and European Autonomy

A notable trend is the UK’s struggle to remain
a relevant junior partner. The eight-day delay
in getting HMS Dragon seaworthy has been
framed as a national embarrassment,
especially as French and German vessels
arrived in the Mediterranean first. Trump’s
dismissive Truth Social posts regarding the
UK's participation suggest he views the
Starmer government as politically unreliable.
In contrast, France’s Emmanuel Macron is
leveraging the crisis to position France as the
primary security guarantor for Cyprus and the
Eastern Med, signaling a long-term shift away
from US-led security architecture in the
region.

Asymmetric Retaliation and the "Machine
Gun" Effect

Iran is successfully executing a "porcupine"
strategy—absorbing heavy conventional
strikes while lashing out asymmetrically. The
strikes on UAE and Bahraini refineries are
intended to prove that the US "conventional
umbrella" cannot protect its allies' economic
lifeblood. Former officials liken the current
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Iranian command structure to a machine gun
spinning on the floor, firing wildly. This chaos
is a deliberate tactical choice; by creating
unpredictable regional pain, Iran hopes to
make the political cost of the war unbearable
for Trump before his "ultimate victory" can be
realized.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a major legislative showdown in the
US Congress by March 24th as the War

Powers clock expires, potentially forcing
Trump to either declare victory or formally
request an expansion of powers.

* The Straight of Hormuz will likely see US
naval "probing" missions to test Iranian
mine capabilities, which could lead to
direct kinetic engagements between the US
Navy and IRGC fast-attack craft.

e Humanitarian conditions in Lebanon will
likely trigger a migration surge toward
Cyprus and Southern Europe, forcing a
reluctant EU to take a more active role in
de-escalation.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

» The British Chambers of Commerce
forecast of slowing growth and higher
inflation will likely materialize as energy
price hikes filter through global supply
chains, regardless of a ceasefire.

* The Anthropic lawsuit will likely become a
ntral n in the "Woke vs. MAGA"
culture war, potentially leading to a
broader federal crackdown on Al labs that
refuse to integrate with the DOD's
autonomous weapons programs.

e Israel will likely attempt a

isive"
ground expansion in Lebanon to create a
permanent buffer zone before the US
presidential "throttle" pulls back missions
in Iran.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A structural shift in energy infrastructure is

likely, with civilian nuclear power and Red
Sea pipelines (avoiding Hormuz) receiving
massive state-backed investment in Europe
and Saudi Arabia.

The "Venezuela Model" for Iran is likely to
fail, leading either to a permanently

"ch "in Iran or a
consolidated military dictatorship that is
more isolated and radicalized than the
previous clerical regime.

The USAID dismantlement will lead to a
permanent loss of US soft power, with
China likely filling the vacancy through
development-for-security = deals  across
Africa and Southeast Asia.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Sovereignty: Allied nations

(specifically in the G7 and EU) must
prepare for a less predictable US ally by
increasing independent maritime defense
capabilities and diversifying energy imports
away from the Persian Gulf.

Humanitarian Contingency:
International agencies must scale up aid for
Lebanon immediately to prevent a total
state collapse, as the current displacement
of 10% of the population is unsustainable.
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* Nuclear Non-Proliferation: With
negotiations "off the table," the IAEA and
regional powers must find new channels to
monitor the 440kg of 60% enriched
uranium buried in Isfahan before it is
moved or further enriched.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Shipping
firms like Maersk should expect extended
"force majeure" conditions in the Gulf;
logistics must be permanently rerouted
around the Cape of Good Hope, despite
higher fuel surcharges.

* Energy Volatility Hedging: Investors
should brace for a sustained floor of $90-
$100 oil due to the "rockets and feathers"
effect and the filling of global storage, even
if active hostilities cease.

* Tech Regulatory Risk: Companies in the
Al and defense sectors must navigate
ideological  vetting by the  Trump
administration; having "red Ilines" on
domestic surveillance may now be grounds
for being designated a national security
risk.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_093000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_163000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_163000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_220000_BBC_News_at_Ten
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260310_043000_Business_Today
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

