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THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
ENTERS A HIGH-INTENSITY
TECHNOLOGICAL PHASE AS IRAN
WEAPONIZES ENERGY TRANSIT
AND THE UNITED STATES SEEKS A
REGIONAL MILITARY COALITION IN
LATIN AMERICA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 10, 2026, global stability is
increasingly threatened by the eleventh day of
"Operation Epic Fury," a high-intensity
military campaign led by the United States
and Israel against Iran. Following the death of
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei on February
28, the swift succession of his son, Mojtaba
Khamenei, has solidified a hardline Iranian
response characterized by asymmetric
warfare and the effective closure of the Strait
of Hormuz. This blockade has triggered a
severe energy shock, with Brent crude
reaching $108 per barrel and global supply
chains for fertilizers and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) facing unprecedented disruptions.
While the U.S. claims to have neutralized over
500 targets, the resilience of Iranian defense
systems and its regional proxies suggests a

prolonged conflict that the United Nations
appears powerless to mediate.

Simultaneously, U.S. President Donald Trump
is leveraging the "Shield of the Americas"
summit in Florida to propose a military
coalition aimed at intervening directly against
Mexican cartels, which he compares to the
Islamic State. This has created a significant
diplomatic rift with Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum, who continues to reject
any entry of U.S. forces while citing domestic
gains in reducing homicides by 44% compared
to historical peaks. The day’s
underscore a fragmenting international order
where traditional diplomacy is being replaced
by Dbilateral pressure and technological
warfare, leaving European allies like Spain
and France increasingly skeptical of
Washington’s regional objectives.

events

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Escalation of Operation Epic Fury:

o The U.S. Pentgon and Israel have
intensified strikes against 500 Iranian
targets, focusing on missile arsenals and
naval assets.

o The campaign has seen 140 U.S. soldiers
wounded and significant damage to
Iranian underground launch facilities in
the south.

o Iran has retaliated with over 571 missile
launches during the conflict, targeting

U.S. regional bases and infrastructure in

Bahrain and Kuwait.
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* Energy Crisis and the Strait of Hormuz
Blockade:

o Global oil prices have surged, with Brent
crude rising to $108 per barrel due to
the halt in transit through the Persian
Gulf.

o The blockade has reduced daily tonnage
through the Strait of Hormuz from 10

million to practically zero, impacting
25% of global oil transit.

o Severe shortages of fertilizers and LNG

are threatening food security in India,

Thailand, and several African nations.

* The "Shield of the Americas" Initiative:
o President Trump met with 12 right-wing
regional leaders in Florida to announce a

new military coalition to eradicate

criminal cartels.

o Trump identified Mexico as the
"epicenter" of cartel violence and
signaled his intent to intervene directly if
necessary.

* Mexican Domestic Security and

Sovereignty:

o President Sheinbaum has categorically
rejected the entry of U.S. forces,
emphasizing that Mexican military and

police will handle internal operations.

o The Security Cabinet reported a
reduction  of il homici
compared to September 2024,
representing a significant decline in
violence under the
administration.

current

* Lebanese Humanitarian Catastrophe:

o Israeli bombardment of Lebanon has
resulted in 570 deaths and displaced
760,000 people, with 100,000 fleeing in
a single 24-hour period.

o The WHO reports that a fifth of the
casualties are children, as strikes

increasingly target urban centers like
Beirut.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability: Following the death
of Ali Khamenei, the Assembly of Experts
named his son, Mojtaba Khamenei, as the new
Leader, ensuring continuity for the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). This
"dynastic" succession is viewed as a defensive
measure to maintain regime cohesion during
the U.S. offensive. Russian President Vladimir
Putin was among the first to congratulate him,
signaling strong bloc alignment.

Energy Security: The conflict has exposed
the extreme vulnerability of the European and
Asian energy markets. The UK is reported to
have only one and a half days of gas
remaining, while Brazil faces a critical
shortage of fertilizers usually imported from
Qatar and Oman. Trump has dismissed these
costs as a small price to pay for national
security, despite domestic U.S. opposition to
the war reaching 70%.

National Security & State Capacity:
Mexico’s Secretary of Security, Omar Garcia
Harfuch, detailed the "National Strategy
Against Extortion," which has led to 907
arrests across 24 states. Mexico is
increasingly relying on the "National
Intelligence System" to coordinate defense,
naval, and civilian intelligence to build legal

cases against criminals, moving away from
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simple arrests toward dismantling financial
structures.

International Relations & Diplomatic
Engagement: European unity is fracturing.
Spain has forbidden U.S. military planes from
using its bases for attacks against Iran, citing
the "errors of the past" (2003 Iraq War).
Meanwhile, French President Emmanuel
Macron has deployed the carrier Charles de
Gaulle to the Mediterranean to assert
European interests, even as the UN remains
sidelined, with analysts calling for an "Amber
Alert" for Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
due to his total absence from the debate.

Critical Minerals: Venezuela has passed a
new Organic Mining Law in its first reading,
aiming to open its vast gold and rare earth
reserves to U.S. companies. This is a strategic
move to counter Chinese dominance in the
sector, leveraging current influence over the
Caracas administration.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on electoral
reform in Mexico and the expansion of
mineral extraction rights in Venezuela,
reflecting shifts in regional political control
and resource management.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Mexican Electoral Reform: Proposed by
President Sheinbaum, this initiative seeks
to reduce election costs, shorten campaign
times, and eliminate plurinominal seats. It
reportedly has over 80% public approval.

* Venezuelan Organic Law of Mines:
Legislation designed to attract foreign
investment, specifically targeting U.S.
mining firms for gold, bauxite, and coltan
extraction.

* Mexico Labor Reform: Senator Malu
Micher discussed reforms to reduce the
work week and incorporate men into the
"care economy" as part of a broader gender
equality push.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* The "Mananera" Security Report:
Secretary Harfuch presented data showing
a 31.1% decrease in vehicle theft with
violence and a 57.6% drop in kidnappings

during the first bimester of 2026.

Shield of the Americas Summit: Trump’s

announcement of a military coalition for

Latin America, focusing on designating
cartels as terrorist organizations.

* UN Independent Commission on
Ukraine: Denounced the forcible
deportation of over 1,200 Ukrainian
children to Russia as a crime against
humanity.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Asymmetric Energy War: Iran has
pivoted from traditional naval confrontation to
an asymmetric strategy that targets the global
economy. By mining the Strait of Hormuz and
utilizing hypersonic missiles, Tehran has
forced U.S. aircraft carriers to move further
into the Indian Ocean, effectively ceding
tactical control of the Gulf's entrance. The
result is not just a military stalemate but a
global "logistics convulsion" where the cost of
maritime insurance has spiked by 500%, a
burden transferred directly to consumers.

The Crisis of International Law: Analysts
observe the "death of international law" as
established eighty years ago. The UN'’s
inability to intervene in the U.S.-Iran conflict
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has created a vacuum of authority that Trump
is filling with "Epic Fury" and "Shield of the

Americas." The shift toward a "law of the
strongest" among three poles—China, Russia,
and the U.S.—is disrupting traditional
alliances, as seen in Spain's refusal to support
military operations and the rise of "capricious
annexation" schemes by various global
leaders.

Technological Warfare and "Surgical"
Brutality: While the U.S. promotes "surgical
strikes," regional reports indicate massive

civilian displacement and the destruction of

non-military infrastructure. The use of
artificial intelligence in target selection and
advanced missile defense (Patriot systems)
has turned the Middle East into a testing
ground for 21st-century combat, yet it has
failed to achieve the political objective of

collapsing the Iranian government.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Domestic unrest
in Europe is likely as electricity rates
skyrocket due to gas shortages. In Mexico,
diplomatic tension will peak as the "Shield
of the Americas" coalition begins planning
regional patrols, potentially infringing on
Mexican sovereignty.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Trump may
face a hostile Congress in the November
2026 elections if the war's 70%
unpopularity holds. Iran will likely maintain
the Strait of Hormuz blockade until the U.S.
suffers enough economic damage to force a
negotiated retreat, potentially leading to a
new "Petrodollar" crisis.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift
toward "bloc politics" will see Russia,
China, and Iran form a tighter economic
and military alliance. Mexico may seek to
diversify its energy exports to Asia to
capitalize on high prices, while the U.S.
moves to militarize supply chains for

critical minerals in South America.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The marginalization of the UN requires the
development of alternative multilateral
forums to prevent a total collapse of global
maritime trade order.

* NATO members must navigate the risk of
being drawn into the conflict via Article 5 if
Iranian missiles continue to strike Turkey's
border or radar systems.

* Regional powers in Latin America must
define their stance on the "Shield of the
Americas" to avoid ir mili
intervention by U.S.-led forces under the
guise of anti-cartel operations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers reliant
on fertilizers or industrial gases should
expect long-term shortages and should
diversify sourcing toward the American
continent.

* Energy Costs: European industrial

businesses face a risk of factory closures as

electricity rates increase five to six times
current levels.
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* Investment Opportunity: The Venezuelan
mining sector presents a high-risk, high-
reward opportunity as the new mining law
targets U.S. investment to bypass Chinese
influence.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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