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GLOBAL VOLATILITY PEAKS AS IRAN

WAR ENTERS NEW PHASE OF

SUCCESSION AND DOMESTIC

SECURITY RISKS CONVERGE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks a critical pivot point in

the  11-day-old  conflict  between  the  United

States, Israel, and Iran. Following the death of

Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei,  religious

leaders  in  Tehran  have  appointed  his  son,

Mustaba Khamenei,  as  successor.  This  move

signals  a  likely  hardline  continuation  of  the

war, even as the Trump administration offers

contradictory  messaging  regarding  the

conflict's duration. While the U.S. Secretary of

War describes the conflict as "just beginning,"

President Trump has suggested a conclusion

could  be  reached  "soon," despite  the  most

intense  day  of  air  strikes  recorded  to  date.

The  conflict  has  triggered  severe  global

market  volatility,  with  crude  oil  prices

fluctuating between $90 and $120 per barrel,

and has caused an environmental catastrophe

in the form of "toxic oily rain" over Tehran due

to the destruction of fuel depots.

Domestically,  Canada  is  grappling  with  an

escalation  of  national  security  threats  and

economic  fragility.  A  shooting  at  the  U.S.

Consulate in  Toronto  has  been  deemed  a

national security incident, coinciding with the

exposure  of  white  supremacist  infiltration

within the Canadian military. Simultaneously,

the  "agentic  AI"  revolution  is  placing

unprecedented  strain  on  Canada’s  critical

infrastructure, particularly water and energy

resources  required  for  hyperscale  data

centers. These geopolitical and technological

shifts  are  occurring  against  a  backdrop  of

acute  domestic  crisis,  where  one  in  four

Canadian  households  faces  food  insecurity

and  the  housing  market  remains  largely

inaccessible  to  the  middle  class,  forcing  a

national conversation on radical solutions like

basic income.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1.  The  Iran  War:  Succession  and

Escalation

Mustaba  Khamenei  has  been  named  the

new Supreme Leader of Iran, a move seen

as  a  bid  for  continuity by  the  Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

The U.S. has deployed 20-pound penetrator

bombs to target deeply buried missile sites,

though Iran continues to launch retaliatory

strikes  against  Gulf  states,  hitting  oil

refineries in Abu Dhabi and Bahrain.

Humanitarian  crises  are  deepening  in

Lebanon, where over 700,000 people have

been  displaced  due  to  Israeli  strikes  on

Hezbollah infrastructure.

The use of cluster munitions by all parties

is increasing, leading to significant civilian

risk in residential areas and playgrounds.
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2. AI Technology: The Rise of Agents and

Infrastructure Costs

The  industry  is  shifting  from  reactive

chatbots  to  "agentic  AI," which  can

autonomously  execute  tasks  like  booking

travel and managing finances, raising new

concerns about fraudulent transactions and

"AI psychosis."

The  environmental  cost  of  AI  is  surging;

Microsoft and Amazon are building massive

data centers in Canada, with some facilities

projected  to  use  up  to  a  billion  liters  of

water annually for cooling.

AI  is  becoming  integrated  into  Canadian

healthcare,  with  apps  like  Plum  AI and

medical transcription tools reducing doctor

workloads  but  raising  data  privacy

concerns.

3. Canadian National Security and Social

Order

Toronto  police  and  the  RCMP  are

investigating  a  shooting  at  the  U.S.

Consulate involving  suspects  in  a  white

Honda CRV; security at Jewish and Israeli

sites has been heightened following earlier

synagogue shootings.

Leaked  data  from  a  white  supremacist

dating site, White Date, has identified over

500  Canadians,  including  active  members

of  the  Canadian  military and  Air  Force

working on sensitive projects.

The federal government reached a deal to

allow TikTok to remain in Canada, following

the  "European  model"  of  enhanced  data

protection and third-party monitoring.

4. Economic and Food Security Crises

Food  banks  report  a  40%  increase  in

poverty over the last two years, with many

employed Canadians now relying on aid.

An  investigation  into  "property  controls"

reveals that major grocers like Sobeys and

Loblaws  use  lease  agreements  to  block

competitors  from  opening  in  the  same

plazas, stifling competition.

The surge in "Buy Now, Pay Later" (BNPL)

schemes is being used by consumers to pay

for  essentials  like  groceries,  potentially

creating  a  new  debt  trap  for  younger

Canadians.

5. Historical Justice and Legal Warfare

The death of  Miramichi  serial  killer  Allan

Legier at age 78 brings a sense of closure

to New Brunswick, while highlighting long-

term  fears  of  his  potential  release  or

escape.

A lawsuit has been filed against Open AI by

the  family  of  a  Tumblr  Ridge  shooting

victim, alleging the company failed to notify

police despite the shooter using Chat GPT

to plan a mass casualty event.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI,  Technology  Policy  &  Digital

Sovereignty

Governments  are  struggling  to  regulate

agentic  AI before it  gains the capacity  to

perform  fraudulent  economic  actions

without human oversight.

Quebec's government is piloting AI medical

transcription to  address doctor  shortages,

but the legal responsibility for AI-generated

medical errors remains undefined.

The  federal  government  is  balancing

national security with digital  access in its

TikTok  compromise,  opting  for  corporate

monitoring over a total ban.
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Energy and Economic Security

The Strait of Hormuz shutdown has created

a supply shock, driving Canadian gas prices

up by 20 cents per liter in a single week.

Fertilizer prices are surging due to blocked

exports  of  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  from

the  Middle  East,  threatening  the  2026

Canadian crop yield.

The "Uncertainty Economy" strategy led by

Mark Carney emphasizes diversifying trade

away  from  the  U.S.  and  toward  global

markets to build resilience against Trump-

era tariffs.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

High housing costs are driving insolvency

rates,  with  Saskatchewan  leading  the

country in missed mortgage payments.

The  basic  income debate  is  intensifying;

proponents argue it is the only solution to

automation-driven  unemployment  and  the

collapse of the social safety net.

The  childcare  crisis in  BC  has  created  a

"two-tier"  system  where  only  10%  of

families access $10/day care, while others

pay five times more.

Critical Infrastructure

Aging  water  infrastructure  in  Canadian

cities is not equipped for the "thirst" of AI

data  centers,  which  could  consume

municipal drinking water at the expense of

residential growth.

Hydro  Quebec  is  using  LiDAR  and  AI to

map  and  prune  trees  with  surgical

precision  to  prevent  mass  power  outages

during storms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  expanding

citizenship  rights,  managing  the  healthcare

crisis through physician payment reform, and

addressing the fallout of the Middle East war

on  Canadian  soil  through  national  security

protocols.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Bill  C-3  (Lost  Canadians  Act):

Legislation  that  allows  Americans  with

Canadian ancestors to apply for citizenship,

regardless  of  how  many  generations

removed.  It  has  triggered  a  surge  in

applications at national archives.

Quebec Bill 2: A controversial bill linking

doctors'  pay  to  performance  targets;

currently suspended following threats from

clinics to shut down en masse.

BC Rent Control Proposals: Debated in

the  legislature  as  a  temporary  relief for

tenants,  though opponents argue it  would

kill housing construction.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Trump  News  Conference: The  U.S.

President  offered  conflicting  timelines  on

the Iran War, claiming the U.S. is "winning

decisively" while warning of harder hits if

the conflict resumes.

Toronto  Police/RCMP Briefing: Defined

the  consulate  shooting as  a  national

security incident and announced increased

security for Israeli and U.S. assets.

Question  Period  (Ottawa): Prime

Minister  Carney  was  pressed  on  his

"inconsistent" stance on Canada's potential

involvement in the Middle East conflict.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_100000_Live_CBC_Morning_Live_With_David_Common
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_100000_Live_CBC_Morning_Live_With_David_Common
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_100000_Live_CBC_Morning_Live_With_David_Common
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_170000_Live_CBC_Newsroom_with_Andrew_Nichols_-_Live_from_Toronto
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_100000_Live_CBC_Morning_Live_With_David_Common
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CBCNEWS_20260310_230000_Live_Hanomansing_Tonight


DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Uncertainty

Geopolitical  instability  in  Iran  is  being

leveraged  by  the  Trump  administration  to

reorder  global  energy  flows  and  push  for

concessions from  allies  like  Canada.

Domestically,  Mark  Carney  is  attempting  to

frame  this  "uncertainty" as  a  catalyst  for

Canadian economic independence, though the

slow  pace  of  infrastructure  and  resource

extraction approvals suggests a gap between

policy rhetoric and industrial reality.

The Ethics of Automated Living

The  rapid  rollout  of  AI  agents and  digital

personas in  education  and  healthcare  is

outpacing  regulatory  frameworks.  The  trend

toward  AI-driven  hiring and  medical

transcription  suggests  a  society  prioritizing

efficiency  over  human  empathy,  while  the

security  vulnerabilities of  these  systems

(evidenced  by  the  Tumblr  Ridge  lawsuit)

remain unresolved.

Environmental  Degradation  as  a  War

Tactic

The  phenomenon  of  "oily  rain" in  Iran

represents  a  new  era  of  environmental

warfare  where  attacks  on  energy

infrastructure  produce  long-term  ecological

and  health  damage.  This  is  mirrored  in  the

domestic resource conflict in Canada, where

the  "blood"  of  the  AI  industry—water—is

increasingly  at  odds  with  the  needs  of  a

population  struggling  with  climate-driven

scarcity.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect gas prices to fluctuate wildly as G7

countries  debate  releasing  emergency  oil

reserves.

Heightened civil unrest is likely in Iran as

the  new  leader,  Mustaba  Khamenei,

attempts  to  consolidate  power  through

repressive measures.

Security  crackdowns  within  the  Canadian

Armed  Forces  will  likely  follow  the

exposure  of  white  supremacist dating

profiles.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

Canadian  farmers  will  face  a  profitability

crisis if  fertilizer  and  fuel  prices  do  not

stabilize before the peak seeding season.

The  agentic  AI market  will  see  its  first

major  regulatory  "stress  test"  as  the  first

high-value  fraudulent  transactions

conducted  by  autonomous  agents  are

reported.

Quebec's  healthcare  system  may  face

closures if a new deal with family doctors is

not reached following the suspension of Bill

2.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

Canada may be forced to implement a Basic

Income to handle structural unemployment

caused by AI automation and the collapse

of the low-wage labor market.

Energy  infrastructure  will  shift  toward

solar and indigenous-led projects as remote

communities seek to decouple from volatile

global diesel markets.
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Structural changes to Canadian citizenship

through Bill C-3 could result in a significant

"reverse  migration"  of  Americans  seeking

social stability in Canada.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security:  Urgent  need  to  modernize

Consulate  and  Embassy protocols  to

include  detection  of  drone-based  and

decentralized kinetic threats.

Diplomatic:  Canada  must  align  with  G7

partners  to  ensure  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

remains  open,  using  military  escorts  for

tankers if necessary.

Humanitarian:  Increase  support  for

displaced persons in Lebanon to prevent a

wider regional refugee crisis.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain:  Agribusiness must diversify

fertilizer  sourcing away  from  the  Persian

Gulf to prevent total crop failure.

Regulatory:  AI  developers  should  expect

liability  shifts where  companies  are  held

legally  responsible  for  "hallucinations"  or

failure to report imminent threats.

Investment:  High-growth  opportunities

exist  in  non-profit  housing and  co-op

models, as traditional private development

fails to meet demand.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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