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IRANIAN SUCCESSION AND
RUSSIAN ECONOMIC
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, represents a critical juncture
in the convergence of Middle Eastern kinetic
conflict and Russian systemic decay. In Iran,
the formal transition of power to Mojtaba
Khamenei as the third Supreme Leader occurs
under the shadow of a devastating U.S.-Israeli
air campaign that has reportedly cost
Washington $6 billion in its first ten days.
While President Donald Trump has publicly
claimed the war is "practically finished," his
administration simultaneously threatened
twenty-fold escalations if oil transit through
the Strait of Hormuz is obstructed, revealing a
high-stakes strategy of maximum pressure
intended to force a total Iranian capitulation.
This geopolitical shock has sent oil prices into
extreme volatility, peaking near $120 before a
temporary correction following Trump's
rhetoric.

Domestically, the Russian Federation is
accelerating its transition toward a neofeudal,

China-dependent state. The consolidation of
power within the "neonobility"—exemplified
by the Patrushev clan's extensive offshore and
agribusiness holdings—contrasts sharply with
the collapse of the domestic small business
sector, where one-third of entrepreneurs are
considering closure due to tax hikes and the
loss of Western markets. This economic void is
being rapidly filled by Chinese entities, which
have seen a ten-fold increase in market
presence since 2021. Concurrently, the
Kremlin is intensifying its biopolitical control
through the launch of a federal pregnancy
registry, while the expiration of the START III
treaty has left the world’s two largest nuclear
arsenals without formal limitations for the
first time in half a century, signaling an
unconstrained return to global nuclear
competition.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Hegemony of the Mojtaba Khamenei
Era

* The Iranian Council of Experts officially
named Mojtaba Khamenei as the successor
to his father, a move reportedly backed by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) to ensure continuity amidst foreign
aggression.

* The U.S. and Israel have conducted over
3.500 strikes against Iranian infrastructure,
including a controversial hit on a school in
Minab that resulted in 168-180 casualties,
which the U.S. attributes to an Iranian
interceptor malfunction.

* Trump has refused to recognize the new
leadership, labeling the younger Khamenei
a "non-entity" and demanding a role in
selecting Iran's future government.
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Russian Economic "China-fication" and
Regional Collapse

Companies with Chinese participation in
Russia have increased ten-fold since late
2021, with Chinese firms now controlling
up to 80% of specific sectors like
specialized machinery and electronics.

Regional budgets are facing catastrophic
deficits; the Vologda region has slashed
healthcare salary spending by 99% to
prioritize war-related expenditures.

The Moscow Mayor's office announced
plans to cut 15% of the city's civil service
workforce by June 2026 due to revenue
shortfalls from the falling tax base.

Post-START III Nuclear Architecture

Expansion of

Following the expiration of START III on
February 5, 2026, U.S. and Russian

strategic forces are operating without
formal caps, with the "Doomsday Clock"
moving closer to midnight.

Experts warn that the U.S. could rapidly
triple its warhead count on Minuteman III
missiles, while Russia focuses on the
survivability of its Yars and Bulava systems.

Russian Totalitarian

Surveillance

The Ministry of Health has launched a
digital registry for all pregnant women,
tracking every pregnancy from conception
to "outcome" (birth or abortion), including
personal data like SNILS and fertilization
methods (IVF).

The "Vesna" youth movement trial saw
prosecutors demand 13-year sentences for
participants, signaling a zero-tolerance
policy toward any youth  political
mobilization.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Artificial

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

* The profile of Dmitry Patrushev reveals the

emergence of an "FSB nobility," using state-
linked banks to fund massive agribusiness
empires and offshore retreats in Cabo
Verde.

e The Patrushev clan's influence is cemented

through a neofeudal grant of nobility from
the Romanov house and a network of

"trustees" holding multi-billion ruble real
estate assets.

Energy Security

* Global oil markets were destabilized by

Iranian threats to block all oil exports from
the Middle East if strikes continue,
prompting a temporary U.S. "30-day
waiver" for India to purchase sanctioned

Russian oil to prevent a global recession.

* The Druzhba pipeline remains a point of

contention, with Slovakia threatening to
block EU loans to Ukraine unless transit is
restored.

Al & Technology Policy

Intelligence has reached a
milestone in archaeology, with researchers
using machine learning to read 2,000-year-
old Herculaneum scrolls charred by
Vesuvius.

Al models are now being deployed in real-
time earthquake prediction, reportedly
achieving 70% accuracy in identifying
magnitude and location before tremors

OoCccur.
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Lawfare and Political Repression

* The Russian judiciary is processing a surge
in 'state treason" and "financing of
extremism" cases, including a 13-year
sentence for a woman who donated 7,000
rubles to the Ukrainian military.

* In Central Asia, Meta (Facebook/Instagram)

is being accused of facilitating government
censorship by deleting content critical of

Kazakhstan's constitutional referendum
following coordinated "copyright"
complaints.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focuses on tightening
domestic control and responding to the
financial pressures of the prolonged conflict in
Ukraine.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The Federal Pregnancy Registry
(Decree): Effective March 1, 2026,
mandating the personal tracking of every
pregnant woman in Russia, ostensibly for
demographic monitoring but criticized as a
tool of reproductive surveillance.

Military Payout Protection Bills: Two
bills introduced in the Russian Duma aim to
exclude war payouts from marital property
divisions and  criminalize "fictitious
marriages" used to obtain survivor benefits.

* Kazakhstan Constitutional
Referendum: A controversial project to
overhaul the national constitution, which
has sparked widespread digital censorship
and activist arrests.

* Hungarian Anti-Ukraine Resolution:
The Hungarian parliament adopted a
resolution rejecting Ukraine’s EU
membership and any further financing of
the war.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Press Conference (Florida): The
President asserted that the war in Iran is
nearly over but warned of catastrophic
consequences if the Strait of Hormuz is
closed.

* Trump-Putin Teleconference: A one-hour

call where Putin reportedly offered
mediation with Iran in exchange for
concessions, which Trump rebuffed, telling
Putin to focus on ending the war in
Ukraine.

Slovak-EU Negotiations: Prime Minister
Robert Fico met with Ursula von der Leyen
to state that Slovakia would continue
blocking loans to Ukraine if Hungary's
Viktor Orban loses power or if the Druzhba
pipeline remains closed.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of the "Neonobility"

The investigation into Dmitry Patrushev

underscores a fundamental shift in the
Russian state toward a hereditary kleptocracy.
Unlike the oligarchs of the 1990s who built
empires from privatized industry, this new
class—the "neonobility"—leverages deep ties
to the security services (FSB) and state-run
banks to cannibalize the agricultural and
energy sectors. Their wealth is shielded by
the "Russian Federation" anonymization in
property registries and complex offshore
schemes, some of which are allegedly linked
to historical drug trafficking routes in Cabo
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Verde. This class is insulated from the
economic sanctions that are currently
decimating the Russian middle class.

The Digital Panopticon: Reproductive and
Political

The Kremlin's dual focus on demographic
crisis and youth dissent has birthed a new era
of digital surveillance. By equating pregnancy
with "medical conditions" requiring state
oversight, the government is creating a
database that serves as a biosurveillance tool.
This coincides with the "Vesna" trial, where
youth activists are being prosecuted as
terrorists for organizing peaceful anti-war
protests, and the use of AI to monitor social
media for "extremist" sentiment. In Central
Asia, this trend is echoed by governments
manipulating Meta's automated moderation
systems to silence dissenters under the guise
of intellectual property protection.

The Geopolitical "Hormuz Trap"

The escalation in Iran has created a
precarious "Hormuz Trap." Iran’s threat to
choke global 0il supply serves as its only
remaining leverage against total collapse. The
U.S. response—granting a temporary waiver
for Russian oil to enter India—demonstrates
the limits of Western sanctions. The war is
being fought as much in the global
commodities markets as on the ground, with
the "30-day pause" signaling a desperate
attempt by the Trump administration to
prevent an energy-driven domestic political
backlash before the November elections.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
volatility in oil prices as the IRGC tests
Trump's "20x strike" threat in the Persian
Gulf. In Russia, the April 8 verdict in the

"Vesna" trial will likely set a precedent for
mass sentencing of youth activists. Small
business closures in Russia will accelerate as
the new tax regimes take full effect, likely
leading to localized labor unrest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Iranian
transition under Mojtaba Khamenei will either
stabilize into a "siege economy" or fracture
into internal power struggles between the
IRGC and clerical moderates. The Russian
regional budget crisis will reach a breaking
point, forcing the Kremlin to either provide
massive bailouts or risk the collapse of
essential services in regions like Vologda and
Novosibirsk. China will likely demand greater
equity in Russian resource firms in exchange
for continued financial support.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Without the START
I framework, the global nuclear balance will
shift toward a three-way race between the
U.S., Russia, and a rapidly modernizing China.
Russia’s "Pomorization"—exemplified by the
dying village of Kolezhma—will become the
default state for much of the Russian interior
as resources and people are drained to
support the military and the neofeudal elite in
Moscow.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The expiration of nuclear caps necessitates
a new multilateral arms control framework
that includes China, as the bilateral U.S.-
Russia era has functionally ended.
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e The use of automated moderation by
authoritarian regimes in Kazakhstan and
Russia to censor critics requires a
diplomatic push for "digital sovereignty"
protections for activists on Western social
platforms.

* International recognition of the deportation
of Ukrainian children as a "crime against
humanity" should be wused to expand
universal jurisdiction cases against Russian
civil and military officials.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: The persistent threat
to the Strait of Hormuz makes any reliance
on Middle Eastern energy or transit
through the Persian Gulf a high-risk
gamble; diversified sourcing is mandatory.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors must
scrutinize  Russian  agribusiness and
banking partners for links to the Patrushev
neonobility, as these entities are likely
targets for the next wave of "deep state"
sanctions.

* Investment Opportunity: The successful
application of Al in earthquake prediction
and archaeology suggests a maturing
market for specialized AI models in civil
engineering and cultural heritage
management.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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