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OPERATION EPIC FURY REACHES
KINETIC PEAK AMID STRATEGIC
AMBIGUITY AND VOLATILE ENERGY
MARKETS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks the eleventh day of
"Operation Epic Fury," a US-Israeli military
campaign against the Islamic Republic of Iran
that has rapidly escalated into a regional
multi-front conflict. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth and top US military officials have
signaled that today will be the most intense
day of strikes to date, utilizing a record
number of fighters and bombers to degrade
remaining Iranian military assets. Despite this
aggressive posture, President Donald Trump
has concurrently characterized the war as a
short-term excursion that could conclude
"very soon," an apparent effort to manage
soaring global energy prices and quell
mounting dissent within his Republican base
over the violation of his "no new wars"
campaign promise. The conflict has already
resulted in the death of Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei, who has been
succeeded by his son, Moj Khamenei, a

move the US administration has publicly
dismissed as unacceptable.

The economic consequences of the war are
manifesting in extreme market volatility. Oil
prices, which surged to nearly $120 per barrel
on Monday, retreated to approximately $90
following Trump's optimistic messaging,
though the Strait of Hormuz remains
effectively closed by Iranian threats and the
Revolutionary Guard (IRGC) vows to prevent
even "one liter" of oil from leaving the region
if attacks continue. Regionally, the conflict has
engulfed Lebanon, where Israeli ground and
air operations against Hezbollah have
displaced over 700,000 people, and has
strained the neutrality of states like Oman.
Domestic pressures in the US are intensifying
as the death toll of American service members
rises and public approval for the strikes
remains low, with only one in four citizens

approving the operation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Kinetic Escalation and Military Objectives

* Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced
that Tuesday would involve the most
refined intelligence and intense day of
strikes inside Iran, specifically targeting
naval and missile capabilities.

* US General Dan Kane identified the total
destruction of Iran's navy as a top priority;
President Trump claimed 51 Iranian ships
have already been sunk.

* Speculation is mounting regarding a
potential ground operation to seize Kharg
Island, Iran’s primary oil terminal, which
handles 90% of its crude exports.

e The US military released footage of
Tomahawk missile launches as part of the
ongoing "Operation Epic Fury."
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Iranian Succession and

Response

Leadership

* The Iranian Assembly of Experts appointed
Mojtaba Khamenei as the third Supreme
Leader following the killing of his father, Ali
Khamenei, by US-Israeli strikes.

* Iran's Revolutionary Guard (IRGC) has
adopted a "mosaic defense" doctrine,
decentralizing command to local military
commanders to continued
resistance.

» The IRGC issued a direct threat to close the
Strait of Hormuz completely if US and
Israeli aggression continues.

ensure

Regional Spillover and Alliances

* Israel launched a significant offensive in
Lebanon against Hezbollah, leading to
hundreds of deaths and a massive
humanitarian crisis.

» Turkey neutralized an Iranian ballistic
Gaziantep, prompting
President Erdogan to warn Tehran against
damaging bilateral relations.

missile near

* A UK military base in Cyprus was targeted
by Iranian drones, drawing the European
Union further into the security crisis.

* German Foreign Minister Johan Valdepul
visited Israel to show solidarity, while
Chancellor Friedrich Merz criticized
Israel’s West Bank annexation plans as a
"big mistake."

Energy and Economic Volatility

* Global oil prices hit benchmark highs of
$100 per barrel for the first time since

2022, before fluctuating based on US
diplomatic signaling.

* EU and G7 finance ministers reached a
broad agreement to release oil reserves to
mitigate supply disruptions caused by the
conflict.

» Strategic risk analysts warn that the
effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz is
impacting supply chains for fertilizers,
helium, and LNG.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics and Succession

* The appointment of Mojtaba Khamenei

signals a hardline continuation of the
Islamic Republic's policies, despite US
hopes for a more "amenable" figure.

* President Trump’s public disappointment
with the succession choice suggests a
failure of the "decapitation" strategy to
induce regime moderation.

Energy Security and Critical

Infrastructure

* The vulnerability of Kharg Island highlights
the fragility of Iran's economy; analysts
suggest ground troops may be required to
secure the facility without destroying it.

* Regional desalination plants and energy
depots have become targets, threatening
basic survival necessities for civilian
populations in the Gulf.

* Data centers for major firms like Amazon

have been struck by drones in the UAE and
Bahrain, highlighting risks to digital
sovereignty and services.
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Domestic Stability and Civil Unrest

* Trump faces a "rebellion in Magaland" as
prominent conservatives like Tucker
Carlson and Marjorie Taylor Greene reject
the war as a betrayal of "America First"
principles.

* In Iran, despite massive strikes, large
rallies have been reported in support of the
new Supreme Leader, contradicting US
narratives of an imminent popular uprising.

* Evidence has emerged of a brutal
crackdown on protesters within Iran in late
2025, involving internet blackouts and
mass killings by security forces.

Technology Policy and Environmental
Impact

* Hyperscale Al data centers are facing
scrutiny for massive water consumption; a
Google facility in Oregon reportedly used
one-third of the city’s water supply.

* Research indicates that electric vehicles
produce 20-30% more tire wear particles
than internal combustion engines due to
increased weight, contributing to
microplastic pollution.

e EU's Euro 7 standards will soon include tire
wear limits for the first time to address
non-exhaust emissions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity today focused on the
executive use of omilitary force, the
coordination of international energy reserves,
and the regulation of industrial emissions. US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Defense
Secretary Hegseth defended the
administration’s war goals, while European
leaders debated the legality of the strikes
under international law.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Euro 7 Standards: Implementation of new

EU regulations to limit tire wear particles

and microplastics from vehicles, including
electric models.

e Mexico Labor Reform: New laws
requiring digital platforms to establish

protocols against gender-based violence for

delivery workers.

* India Infrastructure Package: A $1.4

trillion stimulus aimed at modernizing
airports and rail lines to compete with

China.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Hegseth/Kane Press Briefing: Detailed
the "epic fury" strike plans and the
degradation of Iranian forces.

e G7/EU Finance Ministerial: Coordinated
the release of o0il reserves to stabilize
markets.

* Trump Truth Social/Press Comments:
Signaling a quick end to the war while
simultaneously threatening "death, fire and
fury."

* German Chancellor Press Conference:
Chancellor Merz
annexation plans and stressed the need for
a two-state solution.

criticized Israeli

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Paradox of "Short-Term" Excursions

A central theme of the day is the tension
between the military’s plan for intensifying
strikes and the President’s rhetoric of a
nearing conclusion. This strategic ambiguity
may be intended to keep Tehran off-balance,
but it has created a "yo-yo" effect in energy


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_150000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_150000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_190200_DW_News_Focus
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_190200_DW_News_Focus
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_141500_Close_up
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_131500_Planet_A
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_023000_REV
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_023000_REV
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_020200_The_Day
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_023000_REV
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_023000_REV
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_071500_India
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_071500_India
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_200000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_050000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_110000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_200000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_200000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260310_110200_Tomorrow_Today

markets and confusion among allies. Analysts
suggest Trump is desperate to "take the win"
and exit before the conflict necessitates a
politically disastrous ground intervention or
causes a permanent spike in domestic gas
prices. However, the appointment of Mojtaba
Khamenei suggests the regime is not near
collapse, potentially forcing the US into a
longer war of attrition than the administration
has publicly acknowledged.

Erosion of International Law and
Coalition Fissures

The conflict is exposing deep rifts in the
transatlantic relationship. While Germany and
the UK have provided varying levels of
military support or base access, countries like
Spain and France have questioned the legality
of the strikes under international law.
Chancellor Merz's rare and public rebuke of
Israel regarding West Bank annexation
suggests that even staunch allies are
unwilling to provide a blank check for
regional restructuring. The US’s failure to
inform European leaders of the initial strikes
until minutes before they occurred has further
damaged the perception of the EU as a

partner on equal footing.

The Industrial-Environmental Crisis of
the "Green" Transition

Beyond the Middle East, reports on tire wear
and Al data center cooling reveal a brewing
crisis in the green and digital transitions. The

revelation that EVs may be heavier polluters

in terms of microplastics than traditional cars,
combined with the massive water footprint of
Al models like GPT-5, suggests that
governance is lagging behind technological
adoption. The shift toward "direct-to-chip" and
"immersion cooling" is an industry response to
the reality that traditional cooling is
unsustainable at the hyperscale level.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a peak in
kinetic activity as the US attempts to fulfill its
"epic fury" objectives before a self-imposed
deadline. The risk of special forces operations
to secure nuclear materials or target Mojtaba
Khamenei is high. Markets will remain
extremely sensitive to Trump’s social media
activity. Domestic protests in the US against
the war are likely to grow as casualty reports

from the rising US death toll circulate.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The focus will
shift to the US midterm elections in
November. If gas prices remain elevated, the
Republican party may face significant losses.
In the Middle East, the "mosaic defense" of
the IRGC could lead to a prolonged
insurgency even if conventional Iranian forces
are "decimated." Lebanon’s government may
face a dual crisis of massive displacement and
internal pressure to disarm a weakened
Hezbollah.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
stability of the Iranian regime will be tested; if
it survives, it will likely be far more hardened
and incentivized to pursue a nuclear
deterrent. Alliances in the Gulf will be
permanently altered, with states like Oman
potentially losing their "Switzerland" status.
Globally, the India-China rivalry will intensify
as India attempts to capitalize on supply chain
shifts, though its success remains hindered by
a lack of "human capital" and persistent
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: NATO must
urgently address the vulnerabilities of
member states like Turkey and partners
like Cyprus to Iranian retaliatory strikes to
prevent a broader alliance-wide war.

* Diplomatic Engagement: The EU should

leverage its naval assets and humanitarian
aid to secure a ‘"safety of passage"
agreement for commercial shipping,
independent of the US-Iranian kinetic
theater.

* Legal Warfare: The
community  must

international
define the legal
threshold for "preemptive strikes" on
nuclear facilities to avoid setting a
precedent for unprovoked acts of

aggression.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Firms
reliant on Gulf exports (helium, LNG,
fertilizers) must accelerate diversification
strategies to bypass the Strait of Hormuz,
which remains a high-risk choke point
regardless of the war's outcome.

Technology Investment: Data center

operators should prioritize immersion
cooling and water-independent

technologies to stay ahead of upcoming
municipal restrictions on utility usage.

Regulatory Compliance: Automotive
manufacturers should prepare for weight-
based taxation and strict tire wear
standards as the environmental cost of
heavy EVs becomes a mainstream policy
priority.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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