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ACTING PRESIDENT DELCY

RODRÍGUEZ ACCELERATES

STRATEGIC PIVOT TOWARD UNITED

STATES AMID GLOBAL ENERGY

VOLATILITY CAUSED BY US-IRAN

CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  political  and  economic  landscape  of

Venezuela on March 10, 2026, is defined by a

radical  realignment  of  domestic  and  foreign

policy following the pivotal events of January

3rd.  Acting  President  Delcy  Rodríguez  has

successfully secured explicit recognition from

US President Donald Trump, who praised her

administration  for  maintaining  energy

stability  "without  interruptions."  This

diplomatic  thaw  is  being  institutionalized

through  rapid  legislative  reforms,  most

notably the first discussion of a new Organic

Mining  Law,  which  mirrors  recent

hydrocarbons  reforms  by  opening  state-

dominated  sectors  to  private  American  and

international  capital.  The  administration  is

leveraging the vacuum left by the removal of

the  previous  leadership  to  dismantle  the

"sectarian"  political  model  in  favor  of  a

"national" consensus geared toward economic

recovery.

The urgency of this pivot is underscored by a

major escalation in the Middle East, where a

US-led  military  operation  against  Iran  has

induced  extreme  volatility  in  global  energy

markets. While crude prices spiked briefly to

$120  per  barrel due  to  the  closure  of  the

Strait of Hormuz, Trump’s subsequent claims

of  an  imminent  end  to  the  conflict  have

caused  prices  to  retreat  toward  the  $90

range. Venezuela is positioning itself as a vital

"stable"  alternative  supplier,  already

executing the first  $100 million shipment  of

gold to the United States under newly issued

Treasury  licenses.  Domestically,  the

government  is  attempting to  maintain  social

order  through  "Popular  Consultations"  and

targeted  investments  in  women's

entrepreneurship  and  infrastructure,  though

systemic  inflation  and  a  widening  exchange

rate  gap  continue  to  pressure  the  general

population.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Venezuela  Diplomatic

Normalization: President  Trump  has

officially endorsed the "Acting Presidency"

of  Delcy Rodríguez,  signaling a departure

from  previous  policy.  High-level  US

officials,  including  the  Secretaries  of

Energy and Interior, have visited Miraflores

to  formalize  cooperation  in  energy  and

mining.  This  includes  the  resumption  of

direct flights between Caracas and Miami

via  American  Airlines  for  the  first  time

since 2019.
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Legislative  Overhaul  of  Extractive

Industries: The  National  Assembly  has

fast-tracked  the  Organic  Mining  Law to

replace  the  1999  framework.  The  bill

proposes  30-year  concessions  and  allows

for international  arbitration in disputes,  a

key demand for attracting US-based mining

conglomerates.

Global  Energy  Shock  Inversion: The

ongoing  "Epic  Fury"  military  operation  in

Iran led to a 20% surge in oil prices and a

15%  jump  in  European  gas.  However,

Venezuelan  officials  and  analysts  are

monitoring  how  Trump's  "price-control"

rhetoric  and potential  release of  strategic

reserves will impact the $33 billion to $54

billion  in  projected  oil  revenue for

Venezuela this year.

Post-January  3rd  Governance

Transition: Political discourse has shifted

toward  a  "Delcitroika"  model—a  play  on

perestroika—aimed  at  depolarizing  the

nation and  incorporating  opposition

technical  experts  into  the  executive,  such

as the appointment of Oliver Blanco as Vice

Minister for North America and Europe.

Economic  Re-integration  via  Critical

Minerals: US  Secretary  of  Interior  Duke

Burgum confirmed the receipt  of  the first

Venezuelan gold shipment valued at  $100

million.  This  marks  the  operationalization

of General License 51, focusing on "critical

minerals"  essential  for  US  technological

competition with China.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

The  administration  continues  to  grapple

with the "absence" of Nicolás Maduro and

Cilia Flores, with officials calling for their

return while  simultaneously  consolidating

power under Rodríguez. The "3 de enero"

event  is  framed  as  an  "attack"  that

necessitated the current transition.

Efforts  to  "nationalize"  the  political

landscape  involve  appointing  non-PSUV

technical staff to high-level roles to satisfy

US  demands  for  a  broader-based

government.

Economic Security & Financial Resilience

The Central  Bank of Venezuela (BCV) has

been instructed to distribute $70 million to

women entrepreneurs, a move to mitigate

the impact of 500% year-on-year monetary

expansion.

Economists  are  urging a  reduction in  the

73% bank reserve requirement to stimulate

credit,  which  remains  largely  frozen,

hindering  small  and  medium-sized

enterprise growth.

The  digital  service  Yumi  was  targeted  by

cybercriminals seeking the data of 30,000

drivers,  highlighting  vulnerabilities  in  the

country's growing gig economy.

Energy  Security  &  Geopolitical  Power

Dynamics

Venezuela  is  positioning itself  as  a  hedge

against the Strait of Hormuz closure. High-

level  planning  meetings  with  PDVSA

leadership  focused  on  expanding  mixed

enterprises to reach production goals.
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The  US-Iran  conflict  has  rendered  the

"Green Transition" secondary to immediate

hydrocarbon  security,  with  US  officials

seeking stable supply chains for fossil fuels

and  rare  earth  elements  found  in

Venezuela's south.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

The  "National  Popular  Consultation"  on

March  8th  reportedly  saw  35%  voter

turnout,  with  communities  prioritizing

36,000 projects related to water, electricity,

and local roads.

Public  health  remains  a  flashpoint;  while

officials  celebrate  "Doctors'  Day,"  reports

indicate  a  massive  surgical  backlog (over

120,000 children) and a breakdown in the

private  insurance  chain  due  to  non-

payment by state entities.

A  bizarre  cultural  trend  of  "Therians"

(individuals  identifying  as  animals)  has

surfaced  in  social  media  discourse,

prompting legal and psychological analysis

on  the  limits  of  self-expression  in  public

spaces.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative period is marked by an

aggressive  effort  to  rewrite  the  Venezuelan

social and economic contract to align with a

more  market-friendly,  US-compatible

framework. This "Lawfare" approach seeks to

provide  "legal  security"  to  foreign  investors

who  were  previously  deterred  by

nationalization risks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Organic Mining Law (Proyecto de Ley

de  Minería): Replaces  the  1999  law;

establishes  the  "National  Agency  for

Mining Management," sets royalties at 4%,

and allows for international arbitration and

30-year renewable concessions.

Reform of the Hydrocarbons Law (Ley

de Hidrocarburos): Recently approved to

allow private majorities in mixed companies

and  direct  management  of  operations  by

non-state partners.

Amnesty  Law  (Ley  de  Amnistía):

Contentious  debate  regarding  the  release

of  "political  prisoners."  While  some  have

been  released,  opposition  figures  claim

over  600-5,000  remain (disputed  figures)

and  that  the  law  is  being  used  as  a

bargaining chip with Washington.

Reform  of  the  Labor  Law  (Ley  del

Trabajo): Proposals  to  index  wages  and

adjust  severance  pay to  prevent  the

"pulverization" of income by inflation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

National  Assembly  Plenary: First

discussion  of  the  Mining  Law  led  by

Orlando  Camacho,  emphasizing

"independent mediation" to attract capital.

Delcy  Rodríguez  Press  Briefing:

Affirmed  that  Venezuela  is  not  a  "narco-

state" and is  cooperating with  the US on

drug interdiction to "protect  the truth" of

the nation.

Diosdado  Cabello  Weekly  Meeting:

Evaluated  the  success  of  the  communal

voting process as a sign of PSUV resilience

post-January 3rd.
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Sectoral  Meeting  on  Hydrocarbons:

Rodríguez  and  PDVSA  President  Héctor

Obregón met with international partners to

define strategies for production spikes.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Delcitroika" Narrative

A significant shift  is  occurring in the state’s

internal  rhetoric.  High-profile  analysts  are

now openly praising the "positive signals" of

the  Rodríguez  administration,  contrasting

them  with  the  "sectarian"  and  "radical"

stances  of  the  past.  The  term  "Delcitroika"

suggests  a  planned  liberalization  of  the

economy  and  a  softening  of  political

persecution  to  satisfy  the  Trump

administration’s  requirements  for  lifting

sanctions.  This  trend  involves  a  delicate

dance: maintaining the "Chavista" identity for

the  base  while  executing neoliberal-adjacent

reforms in the extractive sectors.

Energy  Realpolitik  and  the  "Venezuelan

Saudi" Redux

The  Middle  East  conflict  has  fundamentally

changed Venezuela's  leverage.  Analysts  note

that Venezuela is currently a "stable" energy

partner compared to the volatility of the Gulf.

This has forced a pragmatic alliance between

the  "revolutionary"  government  and  the

Trump-led US. The rapid approval of mining

and  oil  laws  is  designed  to  "anchor"  US

interests  in  Venezuelan  soil,  making  any

future  return  to  a  "Maximum  Pressure"

campaign  economically  painful  for  US

companies  that  have  just  re-entered  the

market.

Social  Fragmentation  and  the  Inflation

Gap

Despite  the  "macro"  wins,  there  is  a  visible

trend of social fragmentation. The wealth gap

is widening between those with access to the

new US-linked economy and those dependent

on the state. Infrastructure failure remains a

critical risk; for example, a major landslide in

the  Turimiquere  tunnel has  disrupted  water

for  Sucre  and  Nueva  Esparta,  requiring  a

high-level  military  intervention  to  fix.  The

"Popular  Consultation"  is  being  used  as  a

pressure  valve  to  give  local  communities  a

sense of agency in a rapidly changing national

context.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  Organic

Mining  Law  will  likely  pass  its  second

discussion after  a  perfunctory  "consultation"

phase, leading to an immediate influx of US

mining  representatives to  the  Bolivar  state

region. We expect a formal announcement of a

new "Social Fund" for workers, funded by the

initial $100 million gold and oil revenues, to

quell  labor  unrest  ahead  of  the  April-May

period.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Pressure will

mount for a definitive election calendar. While

the US prefers stability, the "interim" nature

of  the  Rodríguez  presidency  cannot  be

sustained  indefinitely  under  the  current

constitution. Trump may push for a "managed

election"  where  Rodríguez  or  a  hand-picked

successor  competes  against  a  "potable"

opposition to legitimize the new status quo.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela  is  on  a

trajectory  to  become a  primary  node  in  the

US-led "Western Hemispheric Energy Block."

This  will  involve  structural  decoupling  from

Russian and Iranian influence in exchange for

massive infrastructure reinvestment from US

firms.  However,  the  risk  of  "Dutch  Disease"
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and  extreme  corruption  in  the  new

"unsupervised" mining sector remains a long-

term threat to structural stability.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The  US-Venezuela  rapprochement

effectively isolates Iran's influence in Latin

America,  as  Caracas  trades  ideological

alignment for economic survival.

Regional neighbors (Colombia, Brazil) must

adjust  to  a  Venezuela  that  is  no longer  a

pariah but a US-aligned energy competitor.

The  resumption  of  flights  and  "migration

protocols"  suggests  a  coordinated

deportation  and  return  program (Plan

Vuelta  a  la  Patria)  is  a  pillar  of  the  new

bilateral deal.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory Opportunity: The new Mining

and  Hydrocarbons  laws provide  the  most

favorable  terms  for  private  capital  in

Venezuela  in  25  years,  including

international arbitration.

Supply Chain Risk: Despite legal changes,

infrastructure  decay (water,  electricity,

roads) remains the primary bottleneck for

extractive operations.

Compliance  Caution: Investors  must

ensure  "double-loop"  transparency  as  US

Treasury  License  51 comes  with  high

scrutiny  regarding  the  "Social  Fund"  and

preventing  the  enrichment  of  sanctioned

individuals from the previous era.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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