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IRAN TRANSITIONS TO A THIRD

SUPREME LEADER, SEYYED

MOJTABA KHAMENEI, AS THE

'RAMADAN WAR' ENTERS A

CRITICAL PHASE OF HIGH-

INTENSITY MISSILE EXCHANGES

AND GLOBAL ENERGY DISRUPTION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks a historic pivot for the

Islamic Republic of Iran, characterized by the

formal elevation of Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei

as  the  third  Supreme  Leader  following  the

martyrdom  of  his  father.  This  succession,

occurring during the "Ramadan War," is being

leveraged by state media to project an image

of  absolute  institutional  stability  and "divine

guidance"  amidst  a  high-intensity  regional

conflict.  The Assembly of  Experts reportedly

concluded  an  eight-day  secret  deliberative

process  in  Qom,  electing  the  younger

Khamenei  with  an  85  percent  majority,  a

move  portrayed  as  a  "hammer  blow"  to

American and Israeli  expectations of  regime

collapse.

On  the  military  front,  the  conflict  has

escalated  into  "Operation  True  Promise  4,"

which  has  now  reached  its  34th  wave  of

missile and drone strikes. Iranian forces are

increasingly  utilizing  heavy  ordnance,

including one-ton warheads, targeting US and

Israeli strategic infrastructure, specifically the

US  5th  Fleet  in  Bahrain,  the  Harir  base  in

Iraq,  and  industrial  hubs  in  Haifa.

Simultaneously,  Iran  is  navigating  a  severe

domestic  and international  crisis  following a

devastating strike on a school in Minab that

killed 170 students, an event the state is using

as a primary catalyst for national mobilization

and "blood-for-blood" rhetoric.

Economically,  the  war  is  causing  systemic

shocks  to  global  energy  markets.  With  the

Strait of Hormuz under Iranian "monitoring"

and repeated strikes on regional refineries, oil

prices  are  volatile,  with  warnings  that  they

could reach 150 dollars per barrel if hostilities

persist. Domestically, the Iranian government

has  pivoted  to  a  "war  economy"  footing,

implementing  "Resilience  Economic

Packages"  and  remote  work  mandates  to

conserve  fuel,  while  attempting  to  reassure

the  public  that  essential  goods  remain  fully

stocked  and  stable despite  the  ongoing

bombardment  of  civilian  and  industrial

sectors.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Succession  of  Seyyed  Mojtaba

Khamenei: The  Assembly  of  Experts

officially announced Mojtaba Khamenei as

the new Supreme Leader, emphasizing his

technical  and  jurisdictional  qualifications

and his  role as a "trusted advisor" to the

previous leader. This transition is framed as

a  failure  of  Donald  Trump’s  strategy  to

destabilize  the  Iranian  state  through  the

assassination of its leadership.
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Escalation  of  Operation  True  Promise

4: Iranian military commands reported the

34th wave of the operation, transitioning to

missiles with warheads exceeding one ton.

Key targets included the US 5th Fleet and

Israeli  satellite  intelligence  centers.

Military  officials  claim American  defenses

are failing, forcing US troops to flee bases

for local hotels.

The Minab School Massacre Narrative:

State  media  has  saturated  coverage  with

the  deaths  of  170  children  in  Minab,

allegedly  killed  by  American-made

Tomahawk missiles.  This  tragedy is  being

used to justify "unlimited retaliation" and to

condemn international  silence,  specifically

targeting the "hypocrisy" of Western human

rights rhetoric.

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Market

Instability: Disruptions in the Persian Gulf

have led to a 16 percent spike in global oil

prices  and  a  30  percent  increase  in

Japanese electricity costs. Reports indicate

that  Western  financial  markets  are

"shaking" as insurance and shipping costs

for  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  become

prohibitive.

Domestic "War Footing" Measures: The

Iranian cabinet has authorized a "national

division of labor" to manage the economy.

Measures  include  postponing  bank  loan

repayments for six months, remote work for

government employees to save energy, and

a 10 percent discount on essential goods to

maintain public morale.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics 

The  transition  to  Mojtaba  Khamenei  was

finalized  during  the  "Nights  of  Qadr"  to

imbue  the  political  event  with  religious

significance.  Officials  stressed  that  the

secret  ballot was held in  Qom to prevent

enemy interference.

He  is  portrayed  as  a  "warrior-scholar,"

having field experience in the Iran-Iraq War

and  a  deep  background  in  military  and

regional  intelligence through  his  links  to

the late Qasem Soleimani.

Energy Security 

Iran has  effectively  suspended oil  exports

from  the  region  "until  further  notice"  to

hostile  parties.  The  IRGC  warns  that  not

one liter  of  oil will  be  exported from the

Gulf if Iran is prevented from doing so.

Strikes  on  the  Haifa  refinery  and  gas

facilities in Qatar have created a global gas

shortage,  with  the  UK  gas  reserves

reportedly dropping to critical levels.

National Security & Regional Influence 

The "regionalization of  the war"  is  now a

formal  Iranian  strategy.  General  Wesley

Clark’s past warnings are cited to suggest

Iran has successfully trapped the US in a

regional quagmire.

Hezbollah and Yemeni Houthi  forces have

integrated  their  operations  with  Tehran,

launching  coordinated  missile  waves

against  northern  Israel  and  US  maritime

assets.
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Economic Security & Supply Chains 

The "Resilience Economic Package" aims to

protect production cycles. Industrial parks

in  Fars  province  are  reportedly  operating

three shifts a day to ensure self-sufficiency

in medicine and food.

The government has established a "national

monitoring center" for the market, with the

Judiciary threatening the death penalty for

hoarders  or  those  assisting  the  "Zionist

economic war."

Domestic Stability & Social Order 

Massive "allegiance" rallies are being held

nightly in major cities. State analysts claim

the  public's  presence  in  the  streets  for

"Qadr" rituals serves as a human shield and

political deterrent.

Psychological  support  systems  (4030

hotline)  have been repurposed to manage

"war-related  anxiety"  and  collective  grief

over the martyred leadership.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  judicial  activity  has  shifted

entirely toward war management and internal

security.  The  Assembly  of  Experts  has

completed  its  constitutional  duty  regarding

succession,  while  the  Judiciary  is  enforcing

strict  new  "wartime"  legal  codes.  The

government is governing via executive decree

through the "Resilience Economic Council."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Law  on  Intensifying  Punishment  for

Espionage  and  Cooperation  with  the

Zionist Regime: A newly implemented law

that  allows  for  the  death  penalty and

property  confiscation  for  anyone  sharing

images  of  missile  impacts  or  military

movements with foreign media.

Resilience Economic Package 2026: An

emergency  decree  mandating  a  six-month

moratorium on  all  bank  loans  for

businesses  affected  by  the  war  and

authorizing  "barter  trade"  for  essential

imports.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Judiciary  Press  Briefing: Spokesperson

Dr. Jahangir confirmed that the Judiciary is

operating at 20 percent capacity for routine

matters  but  has  activated  emergency

judicial  squads to  monitor  markets  and

prevent price gouging.

National Security Commission Session:

Representatives  discussed  the  "failed"  US

plan for the 48-hour collapse of the regime,

emphasizing  that  military  readiness  has

transitioned from defensive to offensive.

Government  Spokesperson  Briefing:

Fatemeh  Mohajerani  addressed  the

"hostage-taking"  of  the  Iranian  women's

football team in Australia, accusing the US

of  using  athletes for  political  propaganda

after failing on the battlefield.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Mojtaba  Doctrine":  Continuity

through  Crisis The  election  of  Mojtaba

Khamenei  is  not  being  framed  as  a  mere

familial  succession,  but  as  a  strategic
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necessity to  ensure  there  is  "no  vacuum"

during a existential  war.  By emphasizing his

role  as  an architect  of  the "Grey Zone" and

military strategy, the state is signaling to the

West that the "Khamenei path" will  be more

aggressive,  not  less.  This  is  reinforced  by

endorsements  from  Putin  and  Xi  Jinping,

suggesting  a  solidified  Eastern  bloc support

for the new leadership.

Lawfare and the "Box of Secrets" There is

a  massive  emphasis  on  "censorship  as

defense." The state is openly mocking the US

"Pentagon Black Box"  and the 5-year  prison

sentences imposed  by  Israel  for  filming

missile  strikes.  Iran  is  mimicking  this

approach, framing any unauthorized reporting

as "treason" or "psychological warfare." This

"information sovereignty" is seen as critical to

preventing the "12-day war" mistakes where

internal  dissent  was  allegedly  fueled  by

foreign media narratives.

Weaponizing  Civilian  Tragedy The  Minab

school  strike  has  become  the  primary

emotional pillar of the war. By focusing on the

"165-170 girls" killed, Iran is creating a moral

imperative  for  its  missile  campaign.  This

serves to neutralize internal criticism of war

costs by making the conflict a "religious and

human  duty."  The  rhetoric  has  shifted  from

"political  dispute"  to  a  "Crusade"  against

"child-killers."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Expect a "funeral-to-frontline" mobilization.

The  mass  burial  of  high-ranking

commanders  like  Shamkhani  and Pakpour

on  March  11  will  likely  serve  as  a

launchpad  for  the  next  massive  missile

wave  (Operation  True  Promise  4,  Wave

35+).

Further  tightening  of  domestic  internet

controls  and  arrests  of  individuals

suspected  of  "sending  targets"  to  the

enemy via messaging apps.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

The  consolidation  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei’s

power will  involve a purge of  "indecisive"

elements within the bureaucracy, replaced

by younger, "war-trained" technocrats.

A permanent shift in the Strait of Hormuz

status quo; Iran will likely implement a "toll

and  inspection"  regime,  fundamentally

altering  global  maritime  insurance

standards.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

The "Ramadan War" is being positioned as

the  "final  war" to  end  US  regional

presence.  Even  if  a  ceasefire  occurs,  the

infrastructure  of  the  "Regionalized

Resistance"  will  be  permanent,  making  a

return to the 2023 status quo impossible.

Structural  integration  of  the  Iranian  and

Russian/Chinese  military-industrial

complexes,  as  Iran  proves  its  "combat-

tested"  technology  against  Western

systems.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: The US and allies must account

for the "no-negotiation" stance of the new

leadership.  Foreign Minister Araghchi has

formally  removed  nuclear  talks  from  the

table, indicating that diplomacy is currently

viewed as a "weakness" by Tehran.
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Humanitarian: Regional  actors  should

prepare  for  a  massive  Lebanese  refugee

crisis, with over 667,000 already displaced,

as the war expands into a "graveyard for

tanks."

Diplomatic: The  succession  proves  that

"Maximum  Pressure"  has  accelerated,

rather  than  hindered,  the  hardline

succession plan.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Markets: Anticipate  sustained

high premiums. Iran's ability to disrupt the

Strait  for  6  months at  any time is  now a

demonstrated capability, not just a threat.

Supply  Chains: The  transition  to  a  "war

economy" in Iran means barter and shadow

banking will become the primary modes of

commerce  for  the  region,  increasing

compliance risks for international firms.

Insurance/Risk: Commercial aviation and

shipping in  the Gulf  must  factor  in  1,500

dollar per ton fuel costs and a total lack of

safety guarantees from regional states who

are "unable to defend" their own airspace.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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