DAY'S MEDIA TREND

KSTS

MARCH 10, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

—— — =

S, MILITARY ESCALATION IN IRAN AND DOMESTIC FISCAL PARALYSIS
ACCELERATE GLOBAL ENERGY INSTABILITY AND LOGISTICS VULNERABILITIES |
MARCH 10, 2026 - DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: DUAL CRISES CONVERGE

CONFLICT ESCALATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST% DOMESTIC FISCAL AND LOGISTICS PARALYSIS)'

' 1

I Iy [ H” I--! I

MOJTABA KHAMENEL: PARTIAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN  TSA DELAYS (3-HOUR WAITS): | |
> NEW HARDLINE (ATH WEEK): DHS UNFUNDED STAFFING SHORTAGES

1 ] — Z SUPREME LEADER ———

\ US STRIKES: MOST INTENSE )
DAY, CIVILIAN TOLL MOUNTS \ [

(170 KILLED AT SCHOOL) - ‘

STRAIT OF HORMUZ THREAT: ‘
TEHRAN THREATENS BLOCKADE CALIFORNIA LOGISTICS CRISIS:

(20% GLOBAL OIL FLOW) SBA LOAN RESTRICTIONS:

20,000 CDLs CANCELED LEGAL RESIDENTS BARRED |
E |
N NN Lz s ’
o= e |
—_ rv —>  \uuislsi=y
‘ S "

NATIONAL GAS SPIKE RISING DIESEL COSTS (+84 CENTS/WEEK): GROCERY GAS SPIKE TRANSPORTATION &

v
+ ————————(ENERGY AND ECONOMIC VOLATILITY: THE GLOBAL PRICE SPIK

(+50 CENTS/WEEK) INFLATIONARY PRESSURE ON FOOD SUPPLY (+84 CENTS/WEEK) PRODUCTION COSTS RISING ) ;

‘ 1= :
e {'KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS & MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS ) -
i

5 VTIONALSECURTYS S56 ECONOMCSEGURITY OE= oo oo = TECHNOLOGYS  OF T — TECHNOLOGY &

GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS

0
CYBERSECURITY i
il
US STRATEGY: DECAPITATION LABOR UNREST: TEACHER VULNERABILITY EXPDSED AI-FACILITATED TAX FRAUD,
——1 -

FAILED, CONSOLIDATED STRIKES, IMMIGRATION RAIDS N “RED"” STATE, UBER SAFETY FEATURES
ANTI-WESTERN LEADERSHIP = IMPACT LOCAL ECONOMIES EMISSIDN LIMITS DEBATED TRIGGER LAWSUITS
_

‘@ USSERVICEMEMBERDEATH & REGIONAL DIPLOMATIC FRICTION: @ TERRORISM & INTERNAL THREATS !

o &3 (SAUDI ARABIA) W5 MEXICO REJECTS US INTERVENTION 5\\ (NYC, BEVERLY HILLS ATTACKS)
5 & ) K—CLEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP & GOVERNANCE STALL)——\ e
e g —— af {0 =y =

I

’ 111

il

j T(uglu%

—= B EXECUTIVEDRUERS % =

i, =

I'IH\

| | BILLS DISCUSSED: SAVE AMERICA ACT (VOTER CITIZENSHIP), CAP AND INVEST (CA EMISSIONS), NATIONAL HOUSING PLAN
‘ HEARINGS: PENTAGON “TOTAL DEFEAT" GOAL, SAN JOSE FLOCK READERS, VOTER REG DRIVE

J«—(STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
(1-4 WEEKS) (1-6 MONTHS) (1-5 YEARS)

DOMESTIC US-MEXICO GLOBAL OIL MARKET
| | DISRUPTIONS, TENSION, INFLATION RESTRUCTURING,
GAS PRICES REACH IMPACTS ACCELERATED ENERGY
$8.00 (CA) GROCERY TRANSITION, WORKFORCE
STRUCTURAL CHANGES

FRAGMENTATION OF RESOURCE DRIVEN PARADOX OF BORDER
IDENTITY: CIVIL UNREST: ENFORCEMENT:
“THERIAN” COMMUNITY  PUBLIC LOSING FAITH INCONSISTENT “LAWFARE"
VISIBILITY IN BASIC SERVICES ENVIRONMENT

DIPLOMATIC OFF-RAMP (IRAN), | | DIVERSIFY SUPPLY CHAINS (AWAY
ADDRESS MEXICO SOVEREIGNTY, | | FROM CA), AI-THREAT DETECTION,

MONITOR KHAMENE! INVEST IN QUANTUM/ROBOTICS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: w

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/ INVESTURS:J

\




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

KSTS

MARCH 10, 2026

U.S. MILITARY ESCALATION IN IRAN
AND DOMESTIC FISCAL PARALYSIS
ACCELERATE GLOBAL ENERGY
INSTABILITY AND LOGISTICS
VULNERABILITIES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point as the United States enters the second
week of active conflict with Iran,
characterized by a sharp disconnect between
executive optimism and worsening operational
realities. While President Trump has
characterized the war as a short-term
excursion destined for a quick conclusion, the
Pentagon is overseeing what is described as
the most intense day of strikes to date. This
escalation has triggered a global energy
crisis, with oil prices surging to over $115 per
barrel, the highest level in four years. The
civilian toll is also mounting significantly, with
reports of a U.S. missile strike Kkilling 170
people, including 99 children, at an Iranian
school, an event likely to galvanize regional
resistance and complicate diplomatic de-
escalation efforts.

Domestically, the U.S. is grappling with a
multi-front governance crisis. A partial

government shutdown entering its fourth
week has left the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) without funding, resulting in
massive airport security delays as TSA
personnel work without pay. Simultaneously,
the administration is tightening restrictions
on non-citizens, including legal residents, by
barring SBA loans, while California struggles
with a logistics crisis following the
cancellation of 20,000 commercial driver’s
licenses. These domestic pressures, combined
with the energy spike and ongoing labor
unrest in the education sector, suggest a
period of high volatility for U.S. economic and
social stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Conflict Escalation in the Middle East

* The Pentagon confirmed the death of a

venth rvi m r, Sgt.

Benjamin Pennington, following an attack
on a base in Saudi Arabia.

* Iran has named Mojtaba Khamenei, the son
of the late Ayatollah, as the new Supreme
Leader, signaling a hardline succession
despite U.S. opposition.

» Tehran has threatened to block the Strait of
Hormuz, through which 20% of the world’s
oil flows, in response to U.S. strikes on its
petroleum infrastructure.

Domestic Fiscal and Logistics Paralysis

* TSA staffing shortages due to the
government shutdown have caused three-

hour delays at major airports, including
Houston and New Orleans.

e The California DMV has invalidated
thousands of commercial licenses due to

legal presence discrepancies, threatening
the state’s already strained supply chain.
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* SBA policy shifts now prohibit legal
permanent  residents from accessing
business loans for expansion or local
improvements.

Energy and Economic Volatility

* National average gas prices spiked 50
cents in one week, with California prices
exceeding $6.50 per gallon in some urban
centers.

* Rising diesel costs—up 84 cents in a week
—are expected to drive significant

inflationary pressure across the food supply
chain.

Regional Diplomatic Friction with Mexico

* President Claudia Sheinbaum rejected a

U.S. proposal for military intervention in

Mexico to combat drug cartels, citing
national sovereignty.

* Mexico officially requested the U.S. focus

on reducing arms trafficking, noting that

75% of criminal weapons in Mexico
originate from the U.S.

Terrorism and Internal Security Threats

* Two suspects from Pennsylvania were
charged with using weapons of destruction
after allegedly throwing explosive devices
near NYC Mayor Zoran Mamdani's
residence.

* A separate suspect, Ivana Ortiz, was

arrested for attempted homicide after firing

a rifle at the mansion of pop star Rihanna
in Beverly Hills.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Global Power
Dynamics The U.S. is currently engaged in a
high-stakes military campaign to demolish

Iranian drone and missile capabilities.
However, the emergence of Mojtaba

Khamenei suggests the U.S. strategy of
decapitation has not led to regime collapse
but rather a consolidated, anti-Western
spiritual and political leadership. President
Trump’s stated willingness to escort oil
tankers through the Strait of Hormuz using
the Navy increases the risk of a direct
maritime confrontation that could shutter
global energy markets indefinitely.

Economic Security and Labor Widespread
labor unrest in the education sector is
intensifying, with teacher strikes in Twin
Rivers, Natomas, and Dublin districts
affecting over 40,000 students. The core of
these disputes involves staffing crises and

underinvestment, which are being
exacerbated by the rising cost of living and
fuel. Furthermore, the 25% drop in sales in

Orange County due to immigration raids
indicates that aggressive internal
enforcement is having a measurable negative
impact on local tax revenues and public health
funding.

Energy Security The vulnerability of the U.S.
energy market to Middle Eastern instability
has been laid bare. Despite calls to release oil
reserves, the market remains in a "red" state,
with experts warning that if the conflict
continues, the price of all basic products will
rise as transportation and production costs
(fertilizers, plastics) are tied to crude prices.
Governance at the state level is also under
fire, as California legislators consider stricter
emission limits (Cap and Invest) that critics
claim could further increase refinery costs
during this crisis.

Technology and Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity firms have issued an urgent
alert regarding the wuse of Artificial
Intelligence to facilitate tax fraud. Experts
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identified 43 new fraudulent websites per day
designed to steal personal information during
the 2026 tax season. Additionally, Uber has
expanded its Women Driver preference
feature nationwide to address safety
concerns, a move that has simultaneously
triggered a iscrimination  lawsuit in
California by male drivers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance is currently stalled by executive-
legislative friction, with major policy shifts
occurring primarily through administrative
orders or state-level proposals rather than
federal legislation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Save America Act: A federal proposal that
would require proof of citizenship for voter
registration nationwide; President Trump
has threatened to veto all new bills until
this act is passed.

* Cap and Invest Program (California): A
state-level regulatory update aimed at
forcing large polluters to limit carbon
emissions or pay significant fines, currently
facing industry pushback regarding fuel
costs.

* National Housing Plan: Proposed by
Senator Scott Wiener, this 10-year federal
strategy aims to build 8 million new homes
to address the affordability crisis.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon War Briefing: Secretary of
Defense Pete Hegseth clarified that while
the war’s goal is "total defeat" of Iran,

there is no specific end date, contradicting

previous executive statements.

* San Jose City Council Session: Local
leaders are debating restrictions on FLOCK
licen 1 r rs, including a 30-day
data storage limit to protect privacy.

* Voter Registration Drive: A joint
initiative by Telemundo and the Hispanic

Federation to provide assistance in Spanish

for the wupcoming historic November
elections.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of Identity and Social
Norms A burgeoning social trend involves the

‘Therian" community, largely young
individuals who identify spiritually or

psychologically as animals. While clinical
experts do not yet classify this as a mental
disorder unless it impairs biological function,
the visibility of the movement underscores a
broader trend toward non-traditional identity
structures that may eventually require
educational and regulatory adjustments.

Resource-Driven Civil Unrest From teacher
strikes to terror threats at
residences, a theme of resource-driven
desperation is emerging. The 60% lack of
trust in how political parties handle tools like
Al, combined with the three-hour airport
lines, indicates a public losing faith in the
state’s ability to provide basic services. When
the state stops paying its essential workers,
the risk of systemic collapse in critical
infrastructure like transportation increases
exponentially.

mayoral

The Paradox of Border Enforcement The
release of the Games Cuellar family after
political pressure from both parties illustrates
the inconsistency of current immigration
enforcement. While some families are
released, others—such as the Colombian
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mother deported without her son's hearing

aids—face rigid expulsion. This inconsistency
creates a '"lawfare"
political connections or media visibility, rather
than standard judicial process, determine
outcomes.

environment where

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant
disruptions to domestic travel and logistics.
The combination of the government shutdown
and the cancellation of CDL licenses will likely
cause localized shortages of consumer goods.
Gas prices are projected to continue their
upward trajectory as the "most intense" phase
of the Iran war continues, potentially reaching
$8.00 per gallon in California as predicted by
some Congressional members.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.-
Mexico relationship will face extreme tension
as the U.S. election nears. If the Trump
administration continues to push for unilateral
military action in Mexico, the Sheinbaum
administration may retaliate with trade
restrictions or decreased cooperation on
migration, exacerbating the DHS funding
crisis. Economically, the inflationary spiral
driven by diesel costs will begin to impact
grocery prices by summer.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The conflict with
Iran may lead to a permanent restructuring of
the global oil market, forcing an accelerated,
albeit chaotic, transition to nuclear and
alternative energy sources as the U.S. tries to
achieve electrical self-sufficiency by 2040.
Structural changes in the workforce are also
likely, as SBA loan restrictions on non-citizens
may stifle the
entrepreneurship historically provided by the
immigrant community.

innovation and

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Prioritize a diplomatic "off-ramp" for the
Iran conflict. The civilian casualties from
the school missile strike have damaged the
U.S. moral standing, potentially forcing a
choice between total war or a humiliating
withdrawal.

* Address Mexico's sovereignty concerns to
prevent a total collapse in North American
security cooperation. A bilateral task force

on arms trafficking is a necessary

concession.

Monitor the new Iranian leadership under

Mojtaba Khamenei; his perceived hatred

for the U.S. makes traditional back-channel
negotiations nearly impossible.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Diversify supply chains away from reliance
on the California logistics corridor, which is
currently hamstrung by regulatory shifts
and license cancellations.

Implement advanced Al-threat detection for
corporate financial transactions to guard
against the sophisticated tax and phishing
scams currently proliferating.

e Consider investments in

quantum
computing and robotics as the domestic
labor market remains volatile due to strikes

and federal policy shifts.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_193000_Noticias_Telemundo_mediodia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_013000_Noticias_Telemundo
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_063500_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_000000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260310_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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