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LITHUANIA'S DUAL CRISIS: MIDDLE EAST WARFARE &
REGIONAL HYBRID THREATS AMIDST DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

A Visual Report on Global Shocks, National Security Risks, and Political Fragmentation (March 2026)
AL CONTEXT: US-IRAN WAR & ENERGY CRISIS
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Lithuania's path forward requires unified strategic action amidst converging global and domestic crises.
(Based on Official Report, March 2026)
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LITHUANIA FACES A DUAL CRISIS
OF ESCALATING MIDDLE EASTERN
WARFARE AND REGIONAL HYBRID
THREATS AS DOMESTIC POLITICAL
INSTABILITY HAMPERS STRATEGIC
RESPONSES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, was defined by a critical
convergence of global energy volatility and
intensified regional security concerns. The
escalating conflict in Iran, characterized by
U.S. and Israeli airstrikes and an Iranian
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, has driven
global o0il prices toward record highs,
prompting a domestic debate in Lithuania
over fuel price caps and excise tax reductions.
While U.S. President Donald Trump projected
an optimistic timeline for the war's
conclusion, the reality of a sustained maritime
blockade is forcing European nations, led by
France, to consider military intervention to
secure energy supply lines.

In Vilnius, the start of the Seimas spring
session coincided with the release of the
annual national security threat assessment by
the State Security Department (VSD). This
report, for the first time, explicitly identified

the Moscow Patriarchate as a tool of Russian
intelligence and influence, highlighting the
radicalization of youth as a growing domestic
risk. Simultaneously, the governing coalition
faces internal fractures as the "Nemuno
Ausra" party remains embroiled in a financial
scandal involving suspicious cash donations,
even as its leader expresses a willingness to
withdraw from the government if strategic
alignment is not met.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The US-Iran War and the Global Oil
Crisis
o President Trump claimed the war in Iran
could end very quickly, despite ongoing
heavy bombardment of over 500 targets.
Brent crude prices surged past $100 per
barrel before fluctuating on Trump’s
rhetoric.

o Iran has successfully blocked the Strait
of Hormuz, halting one-fifth of the
world’s o0il and gas exports and
threatening 20 times stronger strikes if
the blockade is challenged.

o The French Navy is deploying a carrier

strike group to the region to forcibly
reopen maritime corridors for energy

shipments.
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e Lithuanian National

Assessment

o The VSD’s 2025/2026 threat report
identifies Russia as the primary long-
term threat, with Belarus acting as a
fully integrated military and political

partner.

Security

o For the first time, Lithuanian intelligence

warned of radicalization mon
teenagers and identified the Moscow
Patriarchate as a channel for FSB
operations.

o The report emphasizes that Russia is
preparing for a regional conflict with
NATO, with a limited preparation
window if a ceasefire in Ukraine occurs.

* Domestic Political Fragmentation
o The Seimas spring session opened with a
massive agenda of 500 draft laws,
including the controversial
Kapciamiestis military polygon and LRT
governance reforms.

o The "Nemuno AuSra" party is under
investigation by the VRK and
prosecutors for suspicious financing
schemes involving large cash donations
and internal transfers between family
members.

o Opposition leaders initiated a no-

confidence procedure against Seimas
Speaker Juozas Olekas, highlighting

deep-seated political polarization.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Economic Resilience
With fuel prices exceeding €2 per liter in
parts of Europe, the Lithuanian government is
under pressure to intervene. Prime Minister
Inga Ruginiené suggested implementing price
caps as a temporary measure, a move strongly
opposed by Finance Minister Kristupas

Vaitiektinas, who labeled such interventions
populist and short-sighted. The debate
highlights a rift within the cabinet over how to
manage the economic fallout of the Middle
Eastern war.

National Security & Defense
Infrastructure The establishment of the
Kapciamiestis military polygon has become a
litmus test for coalition unity. While President
Gitanas Nauseda and the Ministry of Defense
emphasize its necessity for hosting allied
troops and the German brigade, the "Nemuno
Ausra" party has sent conflicting signals
regarding its support, potentially jeopardizing
Lithuania’s commitments to NATO partners.

Corruption & Party Financing The

investigation into "Nemuno AusSra" has
prompted a wider call for reform. The VRK
and Moksciy inspekcija (VMI) are proposing
to lower the ceiling for party membership fees
from the current €48,000, as the lack of cash

control allows for potential illegal financing by

unknown actors.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
legacy of Lithuanian politics was also noted
with the passing of Ceslovas Norvai$a, a
cultural icon. However, current leadership is
characterized by skepticism; a new democracy
barometer shows that trust in political
institutions has vanished, with the President's
approval rating dropping 15% in a year. This
lack of authority complicates the state's
ability to mobilize against external threats.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Seimas has commenced a high-stakes
spring session, focusing on security and social
order amidst regional instability. Key debates
center on fiscal measures to mitigate the oil
crisis and long-term defense infrastructure.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

» Kapciamiestis Polygon Establishment:
A critical defense bill to create a new

training ground for NATO allies; facing

delays due to coalition infighting.

* LRT Law Amendments: Proposed reforms
to the public broadcaster's governance that
have sparked intense debate over political
independence.

* Abortion Ban: A return to the legislative
agenda of restrictive repr ive righ
sought by conservative factions.

* Environmental/Greenwashing
Regulations: New guidelines to prevent
misleadin laims by
regarding ecological benefits.

manufacturers

* Excise Tax Review: Proposals to reduce
fuel taxes to counteract the global price
surge.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

*VSD Annual Briefing: Intelligence
officials presented findings on Russian and
Belarusian threats, specifically highlighting
the Moscow Patriarchate.

* Presidential Meeting with Seimas

Board: President Nauséda pushed for unity
on security and the polygon establishment.

* VRK Press Conference: VRK Chairwoman
Jolanta Petkeviciené called for stricter
donation limits following the "Nemuno
Ausra" scandal.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Religion and Youth
Lithuanian intelligence is observing a tactical
shift in Russian hybrid warfare. By identifying
the Moscow Patriarchate as a primary threat,

the state is acknowledging that spiritual and
communal ties are being leveraged for
subversion. The mention of radicalization
among teenagers suggests that social media
and fringe ideological groups are successfully
bypassing traditional security filters, creating
a "lone wolf" risk profile that is harder to
monitor than traditional state-sponsored cells.

Energy Geopolitics and the
Effect" The (global market’s

sensitivity to President Trump’s statements—
where a single quote can drop oil prices by
$10—creates an environment of "rhetorical
volatility." Lithuania, as a price-taker in the
energy market, finds itself caught between
Trump’s isolationist "America First" energy
policies and the aggressive regional responses
of allies like France. The strategic divergence
between Washington and Brussels is reaching
a breaking point, as European leaders openly

complain that U.S. interests are ignoring

international rules-based order.

"Trump
extreme

Erosion of Institutional Trust There is a
growing chasm between the state's strategic
needs (defense polygons, increased spending)
and public perception. The collapse of trust in
all political institutions, including the formerly
stable Presidency, suggests that the "scandal-
fatigue" induced by the "Nemuno Ausra" and
other controversies has rendered the
populace cynical. Professor Vytautas
Landsbergis warned that this makes Lithuania
less safe than yesterday, as a society that does
not trust its leaders cannot effectively defend
itself.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Lithuania will
likely see a temporary stabilization of fuel
prices, but the domestic debate over excise
cuts will intensify as the Seimas session
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proceeds. Expect the "Nemuno Ausra"
investigation to lead to a formal re-evaluation
of party financing laws. In the Middle East, if
the Strait of Hormuz remains closed, the first
naval skirmishes involving European carrier
groups could occur.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

Kapciamiestis polygon will likely be approved,
but only with opposition support, further
weakening the formal governing coalition's
authority. The demographic crisis will become
a central legislative pillar as the government
attempts to counter lation lin

through accelerated family support packages.
Relations with China remain at a deadlock,
with no significant "normalization" despite
government rhetoric.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
threat from Russia and Belarus will
necessitate a permanent incr

spending beyond the current 3% of GDP.
Lithuania may be forced to lead a regional
"spiritual decoupling" from the Moscow
Patriarchate, potentially through legal bans
on its activities. The demographic shift will
likely result in a 25% reduction in population
over the coming decades, forcing a radical
reimagining of the Lithuanian welfare state
and economic model.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Lithuania must prepare for a strategic rift
within NATO if the US continues to

prioritize bilateral deals with Russia over
European security architecture.

* Intelligence sharing regarding Russian
religious subversion should be elevated to
an EU/NATO-wide priority.

* The state should maintain its reputational
capital in the Indo-Pacific by avoiding a
hasty and humiliating retreat on the Taiwan
Representative Office issue.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* High energy price volatility will remain the
primary  operational risk for the
manufacturing and logistics sectors
through 2026.

* The defense industry represents a growing

rtunity as Lithuania and its

neighbors fast-track infrastructure and
procurement.

* Retailers and consumer goods companies
must prepare for stricter regulatory
scrutiny of "green" and ‘"sustainable"
marketing claims as the VVTAT begins
enforcement of new guidelines.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
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understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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