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SUMMARY: The war's weaponization of energy combined with deep-seated institutional
capture has created a compound crisis, threatening global stability and Bosnia's sovereign
future. Decisive international and domestic action is required to avert further collapse.
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THE MIDDLE EAST WAR ESCALATES
AS MOJTABA KHAMENEI TAKES
POWER IN IRAN, TRIGGERING A

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS AND

EXPOSING SYSTEMIC CORRUPTION

AND LEGISLATIVE PARALYSIS IN
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks the eleventh day of
the war in the Middle East, a conflict that has
fundamentally shifted global geopolitics and
economic stability. Following the death of the
Supreme I.eader, his son Mojtaba Khamenei
has assumed control, signaling a more radical
and defiant stance against U.S. and Israeli
operations. While President Donald Trump
claims significant military success, including
an 83% drop in Iranian drone launches,
Iranian  officials maintain that their
capabilities remain robust and have rejected
any further diplomacy with the United States.
The threat of a total blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz remains the primary lever of Iranian
strategy, aiming to make the war "unbearably
expensive" for the West and its regional allies.

The economic fallout is acute, with global oil

prices surpassing $100 per barrel for the first

time since 2022. In Bosnia and Herzegovina,
this has translated into a sharp rise in fuel
costs, with diesel prices roachin KM
per liter. The domestic situation is further
complicated by a total legislative standstill in
the House of Peoples, where the HDZ and
SNSD are accused of blocking quorums to
prevent the adoption of essential reforms and
the 2026 budget. This political gridlock
threatens to deprive the country of EU
Growth Plan funds, even as public sector
workers announce massive protests for late
March over wage stagnation and economic
hardship.

Simultaneously, a high-stakes anti-corruption
hearing has exposed deep-seated criminality
within the Indirect Taxation Authority (UIO).
Whistleblowers and former investigators have
detailed a ‘"mafia-like" structure where
individuals linked to the notorious "Pandora"
affair have not only avoided prosecution but
have been promoted to high-ranking positions.
Estimates suggest the state is losing 700
million KM annually due to customs fraud and
tax evasion, orchestrated by a cross-ethnic
"brotherhood" of corrupt officials who operate
with apparent impunity while the Prosecutor's
Office remains largely unresponsive.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Iranian Succession and Escalation:
Following the killing of the Supreme
Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei has taken
power, supported by the Revolutionary
Guard. Iranian officials claim the system is
fully functional and have ruled out
negotiations, describing the conflict as an
existential struggle. Russia is reportedly
providing intelligence on U.S. troop
movements to Tehran.
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Global Energy Shock: Crude oil prices
peaked near $120 per barrel before settling
around $100. Iran has threatened to block
all oil exports from the Gulf unless U.S.-
Israeli strikes cease, while offering
unlimited passage to countries that sever
ties with Washington and Tel Aviv.

UIO Corruption Scandal: Whistleblowers
testifying before the State Parliament's
Anti-Corruption Commission revealed that
customs is being used for personal
enrichment. Specific allegations were made
against Goran Marinkovi¢, the head of the
Banja Luka customs office, regarding the

illegal import of biodiesel and other goods.

Bosnian Political Gridlock: The House of
Peoples has failed to maintain quorums,
paralyzing the adoption of laws on the
budget, VAT, and energy reforms. This has
led to civil service unions scheduling mass
protests for March 31, 2026.

Regional Security Shifts: Croatia has
officially reintroduced mandatory military
service, with the first 800 recruits arriving
at barracks. Meanwhile, a diplomatic row
has erupted over the Iranian Embassy in
Zagreb, which Israel accuses of gathering
intelligence for terrorist attacks.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare): Prominent
lawyer Vasvija Vidovi¢ has been sentenced
to six months in prison for hiding the
mobile phone of former court president

Ranko Debevec during his 2023 arrest.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International
Policy

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

* The war has driven oil prices to levels that

threaten a global recession. Analysts note
that the U.S. is producing more 0il than in
the 1970s, which may mitigate some
shocks, but a prolonged Hormuz

would be catastrophic for global supply
chains.

In Bosnia, the lack of adequate oil reserves

(sufficient for only a few weeks of
institutional function) leaves the economy
highly vulnerable. Calls are growing for a
temporary suspension of excise taxes on

fuel to lower the burden on citizens.

Corruption and Governance

e Whistleblowers at the UIO reported that

systemic pressure is applied to inspectors
who find tax irregularities. In one instance,
an inspector's performance rating was
lowered despite bringing in 1/7th of the
entire regional center's profit because they
refused to follow "illegal instructions."

The "brotherh ! fficial
across ethnic lines is described as the most
successful "multi-ethnic project" in the
country, effectively looting the state while
the political elite uses ethnic tension as a
distraction.

Relations and Foreign

* The "Trump Doctrine" is characterized as

"Silicon Vall le"—move fast and break

things. Critics argue there is no coherent
national security strategy, leading to ad-
hoc military decisions that destabilize allies
in the Gulf.
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* EU cohesion is fraying, with sharp
differences between the Spanish PM
(calling the Iran strikes a breach of
international law) and the German
Chancellor (taking a more cautious, pro-
U.S. stance).

* The lifting of U.S. sanctions against Milorad
Dodik's associates and the Republic of
Srpska is viewed as a major shift in U.S.
regional policy, interpreted as a move

toward ideology-based statecraft.

Critical Infrastructure

* Bosnian railways are facing collapse due to
a massive drop in freight transport,
partially caused by the war's impact on
regional industry and the ngoin
disruption of the Ploce-Sarajevo line. Total
losses have exceeded 50 million KM.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Bosnia is defined by
inaction and obstruction, while regional
neighbors are moving toward mobilization and
emergency economic measures. High-level
hearings have become the primary venue for
exposing executive and judicial failures.

* UIO Anti-Corruption Hearing: A public
session where whistleblowers provided
evidence of customs fraud and internal
mobbing. The Commission plans to

summon the UIO leadership and the
Prosecutor's Office for follow-up testimony.

* House of Peoples Blockade:
Representatives from the HDZ and SNSD
abandoned  sjednice, preventing the
passage of a law intended to increase civil
servant wages from the start of the year.

* Croatia Military Service: Legislation

reintroducing mandatory military service
has been implemented, providing recruits

with 700 euros net and preferential
employment rights in state bodies.

e EU Growth Plan: Failure to submit the
Reform Agenda on time has already

resulted in "punitive bonuses" for Bosnia,
with 70 million euros in immediate funding
at risk.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the Global Economy

A clear trend has emerged where regional
conflicts are immediately leveraged as
economic weapons. Iran’s ultimatum
regarding the Strait of Hormuz—linking
maritime safety to diplomatic alignment—is a
sophisticated form of economic warfare that
bypasses traditional military engagement.
This "Hormuz Leverage" aims to split the
international community by offering oil
security only to those who abandon the U.S.
and Israel, creating a potential new bloc of
"energy-neutral” states.

State Capture and Institutional Decay in
BiH

The UIO hearing revealed a disturbing trend:
institutional capture is no longer just about
theft, but about the active persecution of law-
abiding officials. The wuse of disciplinary
proceedings to "break" inspectors who
uncover corruption indicates a criminalization

of the bureaucracy itself. When high-level

suspects from the Pandora affair are
promoted instead of prosecuted, the signal to
the private sector and the public is that the
Rule of Law has been replaced by a system of
organized "spoils."
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Militarization as Domestic Policy

In Croatia, the return to mandatory military

service is framed as a response to regional
instability and a tool for '"generational
discipline." This move, combined with rising
defense spending across the Balkans,

suggests a shift away from the post-Yugoslav
era of demilitarization. The domestic
reception, however, is mixed, with some
viewing it as a necessary patriotic duty and
others as a distraction from the rising cost of

living.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect civil unrest in Sarajevo as the
March 31 protest deadline approaches. If
the budget and wage laws are not passed,
radicalization of union demands is likely.

* Fuel prices will likely exceed 3.20 KM if the
Iranian conflict shows no signs of de-
escalation, triggering price hikes in basic

food staples.
Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The failure to reform the electricity market
and the UIO will likely lead to EU sanctions
or a total freeze of development funds. This
will exacerbate the railway crisis,
potentially leading to the bankruptcy of
major state enterprises.

* The U.S. midterm elections will influence
the intensity of the Iran campaign; Trump
will face immense pressure to lower gas
prices by any means necessary before
November.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The restructuring of international relations
toward a multipolar order will likely see
Bosnia caught between hegemonic blocks.
If internal corruption is not addressed, the
state risk becoming a vassal of regional
interests rather than a sovereign EU
aspirant.

* Energy infrastructure will shift toward

economic pipelines rather than political

ones, but only if the "gasification" of the

country can be commercially justified to the

Sarajevo consumer base.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic efforts must prioritize the
neutrali
global common. Failure to do so will allow
Iran to weaponize energy flows to
dismantle U.S. alliance structures in Asia
and Europe.

f th rai f Hormuz as a

* EU and U.S. policy toward Bosnia must
shift from "reform through consensus" to
"accountability through sanctions,"
specifically targeting the financial networks
identified in the UIO corruption hearings.

* Address the Russia-Iran intelligence
sharing axis, as it poses a direct threat to
U.S. naval assets and NATO air supremacy
in the Mediterranean.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: High alert for
disruptions in critical materials (copper,
sulfuric acid) that originate in the Gulf;
these are essential for the (global
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e Investment Climate: Bosnia remains a
high-risk  environment for FDI in

infrastructure due to systemic corruption
and the potential for railway bankruptcy.

* Regulatory Compliance: Companies
operating in BiH must increase due
diligence regarding customs and tax
payments, as the unreliability of UIO
oversight may expose them to secondary
legal risks or extortion.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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