TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

MARCH 10, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

 DIPLOMATIC REALIGNMENT AMIDST MIDDLE EAST
ESCALATION & GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY

REPORT SUMMARY: MARCH 10, 2026 — A GEOPOLITICAL SHIFT & ITS AFTERMATH

$120

[PEAK]

PUTIN-TRUMP HIGH-LEVEL

* DIALOGUE: FIRST CALL OF 2026.

UILPRICESUBGE& MIDDLE EAST CRISI:
FOCUS: DE-ESCALATION &

RETRACEMENT ON ! : INFRASTRUCTURE STRIKES &

DIPLOATIC NEWS /" I\PEACE THROUGH ENERGY_ AN “hopysuz B ockDE FEARS

mnm\cms)

EASTERN EUROPE INTENSIFICATION

a
STORM SHADOW |00} T {88 TRUMP'S SIGNAL:

BRYANSK CENTER POTENTIAL RUSSIAN
(TSI OIL SANCTION RELIEF
T0 CURB PRICES?

RUSSIAN DOMESTIC DYNAMICS: ORDER VS. DISORDER
SECURITY & DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY PUSH INTERNAL STRAINS & CORRUPTION

: IVANOVO LAND SCANDAL: \
§  AUTONOMOUS RUNET BY 2028: OFFICIALS STEAL LAND N

§J|> FULLDIGITAL INDEPENDENCE GOAL. | | \eANT FOR LARGE FAMILIES.

¥/~ ° NAC 20TH ANNIVERSARY: " "
) CLOUT-DRIVEN" YOUTH
3 STATE STABILITY NARRATIVE VIOLENCE RISING

WEAPONIZATIIJN OF SUCIAI. " CLOUT-DRIVENVIOLENCE PARADOX OF ADMINISTRATIVE
p| INFRASTRUCTURE (WAR ON RESILIENCE) & YOUTH DELINQUENCY OMNIPOTENCE (DIGITAL FRAGILITY)

Mo T DTSNy

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (MONTHS): LONG TERM (YEARS):
VOLATILE MARKETS, POTENTIAL SANCTIONS-FOR- ) > BIFURGATED INTERNET (2028),

RETALIATORY STRIKES. DE-ESCALATION DEAL? NEW ‘ZEMSKY’ LOYALIST CLASS.
REGIONAL AUDITS.

PRIVATE SECTOR & INVESTOR
GLOBAL POLICY IMPLICATIONS Vo)) PAATESECT

== UNPREDICTABLE BILATERALISM (BYPASSING EU Channels). [ < ENERGY HEDGING (HORMUZ SCENARIOS).
b MIGRATION RISK FROM MIDDLE EAST CRISIS. 4G TECH LOCALIZATION HARD DEADLINE (2028).
€ NUCLEAR THRESHOLD RISK (LONG-RANGE WEAPONS). 25 LOGISTICS DISRUPTION (EUROPEAN MANUFACTURING). /

/
/
¢
/
¢
/
/
/




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

NTV

MARCH 10, 2026

DIPLOMATIC REALIGNMENT
AMIDST MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION
AND GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, was characterized by a
significant shift in the geopolitical landscape,
headlined by the first high-level diplomatic
engagement between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and U.S. President Donald
Trump in the new year. The telephone
dialogue focused on de-escalating the conflict
between the U.S., Israel, and Iran, which has
reached a critical stage with strikes targeting
oil infrastructure and the strategic Strait of
Hormuz. Trump’s administration appears to
be signaling a "Peace through Energy"
strategy, reportedly considering the easing of
sanctions on Russian oil to curb skyrocketing
global energy prices, which briefly saw Brent
crude surge toward $120 before retracing on
news of the diplomatic opening.

While high-level diplomacy offered a potential
thaw, the conflict on the ground in Eastern
Europe intensified. A major Ukrainian strike
using Storm Shadow missiles hit the center of
Bryansk, resulting in significant civilian
casualties and marking a dangerous

expansion of the conflict’s geographic reach.
Domestically, the Russian government
celebrated the 20th anniversary of the
National Anti-Terrorism Committee (NAC),
framing it as a cornerstone of state stability.
However, this narrative of order was
challenged by revelations of a deep-seated
corruption scandal in Ivanovo, where officials
stole elite land designated for large families,
and a growing push toward digital sovereignty
through an "Autonomous Runet" by 2028.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Putin-Trump Diplomatic Re-
engagement: The two leaders held a
"constructive and business-like" hour-long
call to discuss Iran, Ukraine, and
Venezuela, marking their first conversation
since late 2025. Trump emphasized a
desire for a "constructive role" for Russia in
the Middle East to prevent a total regional
collapse.

* Middle East Energy Crisis: The conflict
between Iran and the U.S.-Israeli coalition
escalated to include strikes on refineries in
Haifa and Iranian oil depots. Concerns over
the Strait of Hormuz blockade have led
OPEC members like Kuwait and Iraq to halt
production due to lack of export routes.

* Bryansk Missile Strike: Ukrainian forces
launched NATO-supplied cruise missiles
into the center of Bryansk, killing at least
six civilians and wounding dozens. This
event is being framed by Moscow as a
deliberate act of terrorism.

Ivanovo Land Corruption Scandal: A
major criminal investigation revealed that
Ivanovo region officials diverted high-value
lakeside plots meant for multi-child families
to themselves, while the intended
recipients were given barren land without
infrastructure.
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* Digital Sovereignty Push: Russian
authorities announced a roadmap for a fully
independent internet by 2028, utilizing Al
for traffic filtering and "Digital ID" systems
to replace Western platforms.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Global Markets: The
volatility of oil prices remains the primary
global risk. Brent crude saw a 40% price

increase since the start of the Iran conflict,
peaking at $110-$120 before Trump’s

comments on sanction easing. Russia is
positioning itself as the only reliable supplier
left for Eastern Europe, specifically Hungary
and Slovakia, as the U.S. and Israel target
Iranian nuclear and energy facilities.

Al, Technology Policy & Digital
Sovereignty: Governance of the digital
sphere is shifting toward total state control.
Roskomnadzor is reportedly spending 2 billion
rubles on Al systems to monitor traffic and
block VPNs. The goal is to achieve full
independence from the global web by 2028,
ensuring that the Russian segment (Runet)
can operate autonomously even if
disconnected from external servers.

Terrorism and National Security
Architecture: The National Anti-Terrorism
Committee (NAC) marked its 20-year
milestone, reporting that it prevented 1,000
terrorist acts and detained over 2,500
militants in 2025 alone. The committee's role
has expanded under the Special Military
Operation (SVO) to include the Counter-
Terrorism Operation (KTO) regimes in border
regions like Kursk.

Corruption and Rule of Law: The Ivanovo
land scandal highlights a persistent failure in
the oversight of state social programs. High-
ranking officials, including a District Court

Chairman, were implicated in the "theft" of
land meant for large families, prompting a
criminal case for abuse of power. This reflects
a broader trend of "lawfare" as the state
attempts to purge local elites to maintain
domestic order.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: A schism is
appearing in the Western coalition. While the
U.S. and Israel lead the offensive, France and
other EU nations are showing increased
anxiety over the economic fallout. Hungary
has broken rank entirely demanding an
immediate end to Russian oil sanctions to
prevent a European economic catastrophe.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative efforts on March 10 focused on
cementing social support for veterans and
tightening control over the digital and
physical security of the state.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Zemsky Veteran SVO: A proposed
program, modeled after the "Zemsky
Doctor" initiative, providing land plots and
financial incentives for SVO veterans to
relocate to rural areas.

* Digital Services Act Compliance:
Discussions on tightening the filtering of
content in  border regions during
emergency situations, allowing for
temporary localized internet shutdowns.

* Anti-Terrorist Penalties: Reviews of over
100 federal laws passed since the NAC's
founding that have removed statutes of
limitations for terrorist crimes and
increased penalties for sabotage.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Putin-Pushilin Meeting: A televised
briefing where the head of the DNR
reported that Kiev now controls only

15-17% of DNR territory, down from 25%

six months ago.

e Trump Press Conference (Florida):
Trump addressed the strike on a school in
Iran, dismissing claims of U.S.
responsibility and reiterating his threat to
strike Iran "20 times harder" if de-
escalation fails.

* Mishustin Cabinet Briefing: The Prime
Minister announced 500 million rubles for
backup generators in Belgorod to counter
Ukrainian drone strikes on the power grid.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Social
Infrastructure: A disturbing trend is

emerging where critical infrastructure and
social facilities are becoming primary targets.
The strike on Bryansk’s transport interchange
and the reported strike on an Iranian nuclear
site and school highlight a shift away from
strictly military engagement toward a "war on
resilience." In Belgorod, the state is now
forced to cut hot water to prioritize heating,
reflecting a strained domestic infrastructure.

Clout-Driven Violence and Youth
Delinquency: Law enforcement is seeing a
rise in "senseless" violence among teenagers,
often filmed for social media "likes." High-
profile cases in Yaroslavl and Chelyabinsk—
where a father was beaten to death without
provocation—suggest a breakdown in social
cohesion and the influence of digital
subcultures that glorify criminal "thief" (vor)
aesthetics among minors.

The Paradox of Administrative
Omnipotence: Transcripts reveal a stark
contrast between a state that can track

printer serial numbers but erroneously
declares a living woman dead in Omsk. This

clerical error led to the freezing of all her
assets and the assignment of her children to a
deceased stranger's profile in Moscow,
illustrating the fragility of centralized digital
governance systems during the transition to a
fully automated bureaucracy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The global market
will remain highly sensitive to Putin-Trump
follow-up Expect a
mpor ilization of oil prices, though
any failure in diplomacy could see Brent crude
rapidly exceed $130. Retaliatory strikes for
the Bryansk Storm Shadow attack are likely to
target Ukrainian decision-making centers.

communications.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A potential
"sanctions-for-de-escalation" deal may
emerge, where the U.S. permits Russian oil
flows to India and potentially portions of
Europe in exchange for Moscow’s mediation
in Tehran. Domestically, the Ivanovo land
scandal will lead to a wider federal audit of
regional social programs to prevent local

unrest.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Russia’s pursuit of
digital isolation will culminate in the 2028
"Autonomous Runet." This will likely lead to a
bifurcated global internet, with Russia and
China forming a separate digital bloc. The
SVO veterans' "Zemsky" programs will create
a new class of land-owning loyalists in the
Russian provinces, fundamentally altering
rural demographic and political dynamics.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Diplomats should prepare for a period of
unpredictable bilateralism between the U.S.
and Russia, bypassing traditional EU
channels.

* The humanitarian risk in the Middle East is
acute; the destruction of Iranian civilian
infrastructure may trigger a new global
migration crisis.

Security architectures must adapt to the
use of long-range NATO weapons against
non-combat zones in Russia, which
increases the risk of a broader tactical
nuclear threshold being crossed.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy investors should hedge against
Hormuz lock scenarios, while
watching for a "Trump Rally" in traditional
energy stocks if Russian sanctions are
eased.

* Tech companies operating in Russia face a
hard deadline of 2028 for full localization
or exit, as the "Digital Sovereignty" laws
move from theory to technical reality.

Logistics firms should anticipate severe
disruption in European manufacturing due
to the compounding effects of high energy
costs and redirected supply chains to the
East.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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