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NEW SUPREME LEADER: MUJTABA KHAMENEI

« Assembly of Experts appoints Mujtaba Khamenei

(March 10, 2026) following father's assassination.
« Signals continuity, neutralizing expectations of regime collapse.

« [nstitutional allegiance (IRGC, armed forces) is swift.

MOSAIC GOVERNANCE

« Domestic mood shifts to 'Sacred Defense'. STRUCTURE

ﬂ MILITARY DYNAMICS: OPERATION TRUE PROMISE 4 & REGIONAL DEFENSE DEGRADATION

" ESCALATION ON LEBANESE FRONT:
Hezbollah strikes Israeli logistics;
piS] Israeli carpet bombing of Dahi i
S (480+ casualties’
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STRAIT OF HORMUZ
CLOSED TO
AGGRESSORS

OIL PRICE SPIKE:
$114-$120/barrel
(Predicted to $250)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES
COLLAPSE OF 'STRATEGIC PATIENCE'

Iran transitions to total retaliation &
war of attrition.

INFORMATION & COGNITIVE WARFARE

: ») US/Israel Al narratives vs. Iran’s defiant
state media.

DECLINE OF WESTERN MORAL HEGEMONY
Global South perceives ‘rules-based order’
as mockery, anti-war movements grow.

EUROPEAN NATURAL
GAS RESERVES:
CRITICAL LOWS
(2 Days Supply)
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT TIMELINE

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
« Intensified missile exchanges, US domestic unrest
o Israeli infrastructure degradation.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
« US-GCC alliance re-evaluation

o US midterms as war referendum
« Potential Iranian nuclear fatwa revisit.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

« US base exits (e.g., Irag, Bahrain)

« Petrodollar dominance fades

« Possible collapse of Zionist project in current form

IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY & INVESTORS: RECOGNIZE NEW SECURITY ARCHITECTURE, DIVERSIFY SUPPLY
CHAINS, PREPARE FOR LONG-TERM VOLATILITY. ENGAGEMENT REQUIRES TOTAL SANCTIONS REMOVAL.
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THE APPOINTMENT OF MUJTABA
KHAMENEI AND SYSTEMATIC
DEGRADATION OF U.S. REGIONAL
DEFENSES MARK A DEFINITIVE
SHIFT IN THE WEST ASIAN
CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran,
defined by the formalization of Iranian
leadership succession and a significant shift in
regional military dynamics. The Iranian
Assembly of Experts has officially appointed
Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei as the
third Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
succeeding his father who was assassinated in
a U.S.-Israeli strike roughly one week prior.
This appointment signals continuity and
stability within the Iranian establishment,
effectively neutralizing U.S. expectations of a
regime collapse following the decapitation of
its top leadership. Institutional allegiance to
the new leader has been swift, with the IRGC
and regular armed forces pledging full
support amid ongoing hostilities.

On the kinetic front, Iran has accelerated
"Operation True Promise 4," launching its

33rd through 35th waves of missile and drone
strikes. These operations have transitioned
from broad swarms to highly specific
targeting of U.S. and Israeli air defense
infrastructure. Reports indicate the
systematic destruction of Terminal High
Alti Area Defense (THAAD) radar m
across three countries, with replacements
estimated to take five to eight years to
manufacture. Simultaneously, the depletion of
U.S. interceptor stockpiles has reached a
critical stage, with regional actors like the
UAE reportedly making emergency calls for
more munitions as current inventories are
rationed to protect only high-priority assets.

The economic consequences of the conflict
have begun to hemorrhage into the global
market. While U.S. President Donald Trump
has claimed the war is ‘"pretty much
complete," market realities contradict this
narrative. The Strait of Hormuz remains

closed to vessels linked to the aggressors,

driving oil prices toward $120 per barrel and

causing a massive outflow of capital from

Dubai toward Asian markets. In FEurope,

natural gas reserves are reportedly down to
only two days of supply, threatening industrial
collapse. Domestic pressure is mounting on
President Trump as gasoline prices hit $7 per
gallon in major U.S. cities, prompting rumors
of a general military draft to sustain a conflict
that was initially sold as a short-term
operation.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Leadership Succession and Institutional
Stability

* The Assembly of Experts appointed
Ayatollah Mujtaba Khamenei as Supreme
Leader, emphasizing his theological
credentials and experience as a close aide
to his father.

e Mass rallies were held across Iranian cities
to show popular support for the new
leadership, despite the threat of ongoing
aerial strikes.

* The Iranian government has suspended all
negotiations with the United States, citing
a total breakdown in diplomatic trust
following strikes during previous
negotiation rounds.

Systematic Degradation of Regional Air
Defenses

* Iranian forces targeted and eliminated four
THAAD radars at Al-Ruba, Al-Ruwais, Al
Kharj, and Al-Azraq within a 24-hour
period.

* U.S. interceptor missiles, specifically the
Patri nd Arrow ms, are being
depleted at rates exceeding annual
production capacities.

e The IRGC has announced that all future
missile strikes against Israel will utilize

warheads mno lighter than one ton,
increasing the lethality and bypass

capability of Iranian projectiles.
Escalation on the Lebanese Front

* Hezbollah has intensified strikes on Israeli
regional logistics centers and military
industries, including the Yodafat and
Samson bases.

e Israeli forces have conducted "carpet
bombing" of the Dahieh district in Beirut
and targeted residential buildings,
resulting in over 480 Lebanese casualties.

* Lebanese Resistance forces thwarted
multiple infiltration attempts by Israeli
ground forces in the town of Khiam,
reportedly destroying three Merkava tanks.

Global Economic and Financial Volatility

* Oil benchmark prices reached $114 12
per barrel, with analysts predicting a spike
to $250 if the conflict persists.

* Asset relocation is accelerating in the Gulf,
with case studies showing $1 billion
outflows from single fund managers in
Dubai to Singapore and Hong Kong.

* Saudi Arabia's Ras Tanura refinery faced
temporary closure, and Iraqgi Kurdistan oil

exports have been suspended.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession &  Stability The rapid
appointment of Mujtaba Khamenei serves as a
masterclass in decentralized power structures
and institutional resilience. Analysts suggest
the "mosaic structure" of Iranian governance
allowed for seamless continuity despite the
loss of the head of state and the chief of staff.
The transition has galvanized the population,
shifting the domestic mood from mourning to
a "sacred defense" posture, which complicates
U.S. attempts to instigate civil unrest.

Energy Security The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has created an unprecedented energy
crisis for the West. While the U.S. claims
energy independence, the global nature of
pricing has driven domestic gasoline to $7 per
gallon in California. Europe's situation is more

dire, with natural gas reserves hitting critical

lows, forcing the G7 to hold emergency
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meetings with central banks to prevent total
economic contagion.

Security Architecture The conflict has
exposed fundamental flaws in the U.S.
regional security umbrella. Gulf monarchies
are discovering that hosting U.S. bases makes
them targets for Iranian retaliation without
providing a guaranteed defense, as
interceptors are redirected to protect Israel.
This is prompting a realignment among
regional actors, with countries like the UAE
and Qatar explicitly stating they will not allow
their territories to be used as launching pads
for strikes against Iran.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics
Inside the U.S. administration, there appears
to be a growing rift between "Israel-first"
hawks like Lindsey Graham and Pete Hegseth
and advisors seeking an ‘"off-ramp" for
President Trump. Trump's rhetoric has
become increasingly contradictory, claiming
military victory while simultaneously seeking
mediation through Italy and Oman to secure a
ceasefire that Iran has already rejected.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislation and policy discussions centered on
emergency measures to combat the economic
fallout of the war and the potential for a
return to conscription in the United States. In
the UK, the government is grappling with the
legality of using British bases for offensive

strikes, while in Iran, the Assembly of Experts

invoked Article 109 of the Constitution to
facilitate the leadership transition.

* U.S. General Military Draft Proposal:
Reports indicate the Trump administration
is considering a national draft to address
manpower shortages and prepare for a
potential ground invasion of Iran, a move
seen as politically suicidal ahead of the
midterms.

e Iranian Economic Stabilization
Measures: The Interior Ministry has

implemented a long-term strategic reserve
plan, ensuring 45 days of flour supply for

bakeries and monitoring market prices to
prevent gouging during the war.

* UK Enlistment Act of 1870: Activists are
calling for the enforcement of this act to

investigate British citizens returning from
service in the Israeli military during the
Gaza genocide.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of "Strategic Patience" A
primary theme of the day is the formal end of
Iran’s "strategic patience." After years of
measured responses to assassinations and
sanctions, Iran has transitioned to a doctrine
of total retaliation. This is evidenced by the
direct targeting of 28 U.S. bases and the
refusal to accept any ceasefire that does not
include the wunconditional removal of U.S.
forces from West Asia. The Iranian leadership
is betting that it can outlast the U.S. in a war
of attrition, banking on its "battle-hardened"

population and the fragility of the Western

global economy.

Information and Cognitive Warfare The
day's transcripts highlight a sophisticated
information battle. The U.S. and Israel are
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accused of using Al-generated narratives and

strict censorship to hide the extent of damage
to their military assets. Conversely, Iran is
using its state media to project an image of
calm and defiance, broadcasting images of
rescue workers pulling children from rubble
alongside footage of missile launches. This
"cognitive warfare" is designed to intimidate
regional leaders and demoralize the Israeli
public, who are reportedly living in
"permanent shelter" conditions.

The Decline of Western Moral Hegemony
A recurring narrative is the "mental
decolonization" of the Global South.
Commentators suggest that the West’s "rules-
based order" has been exposed as a mockery
by the ongoing strikes on Iranian schools and
hospitals. The perception that international
law only applies to the enemies of the West is
driving a broad global awakening. This is
manifesting in growing anti-war movements in
the UK and US, where citizens are beginning

to connect domestic economic suffering

directly to "imperialist" military expenditures.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect an intensification of missil
exchanges as Iran deploys its "next
generation"  solid-fuel  projectiles to
overwhelm remaining U.S. interceptors.

* U.S. domestic unrest will likely spike as

i . | 48 llon,

potentially forcing emergency rationing or
federal intervention in energy markets.

* The Israeli domestic front will face
continued blackouts and infrastructure
degradation, potentially leading to a "mass
exodus" of dual-nationals to Europe.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* A significant re-evaluation of the US-GCC
alliance is likely, with Gulf states seeking
formal security guarantees from China or
Russia as the U.S. "deterrence" fails to
prevent Iranian strikes.

in the
U.S. will serve as a referendum on the war,
with the potential for a massive "anti-war"
swing that could paralyze the Trump
administration's legislative agenda.

e The vember mi

* [ran may revisit its nuclear fatwa if the
existential threat persists, moving toward
formal weaponization as a final deterrent
against a U.S. ground invasion.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The permanent exit of U.S. milita
from at least two regional countries (likely
Irag and Bahrain) as the "liability" of their
presence outweighs their strategic value.

* A structural shift in the global energy
trade, with "petrodollar" giving
way to yuan- or local-currency-based oil
trades to bypass U.S. financial leverage.

* The possible collapse of the Zionist project
in its current form, as the economic and

security costs of maintaining a "fortress
state" become untenable for its population
and Western sponsors.

minan

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security: Recognize that traditional missile

defense systems are economically
n inabl against high-volume

asymmetric projectile warfare; a new
regional security architecture is required.
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e Economic: Global powers must prepare for
a long-term closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and the permanent loss of Dubai as a "safe
haven" for Western capital.

* Diplomatic: Engagement with the new
Mujtaba Khamenei administration will
require total sanctions removal as a
baseline, as "incremental" diplomacy is no
longer viewed as credible by Tehran.

For Private Sector/Investors

e Supply Chains: Diversify away from
reliance on Gulfbased logistics hubs
immediately; relocate critical regional
headquarters to Singapore or Hong Kong to
avoid asset  freezing or physical
destruction.

Regulatory: Anticipate extreme price
volatility in aluminum, energy, and LNG
markets, with high risk of industrial "force
majeure" declarations in Europe.

Safety: Personnel in regional countries
hosting U.S. assets should be evacuated or
relocated away from base perimeters, as
Iran has removed all "red lines" for strikes
on those facilities.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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