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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, was defined by a significant

diplomatic pivot as Presidents Vladimir Putin

and  Donald  Trump  engaged  in  a  one-hour

telephone conversation, their first of the year,

to discuss the dual crises in Ukraine and the

Middle East. While Washington seeks an "exit

strategy"  from  its  intensifying  military

campaign against Iran, Moscow is positioning

itself as an indispensable mediator, leveraging

its  ties  with  Tehran and Gulf  monarchies  to

shape  a  new  regional  security  architecture.

Trump’s rhetoric suggests a desire to partially

lift sanctions on Russian oil to stabilize global

energy markets, which have seen Brent crude

fluctuate  between  $120  and  $89  per  barrel

due to the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz.

On the battlefield, Russia continues to exploit

a "manpower and ammunition famine" in the

Ukrainian  Armed  Forces  (AFU),  with  the

Kremlin  reporting  that  only  15-17%  of  the

Donetsk  People's  Republic (DNR)  remains

under  Kiev's  control.  Concurrently,  a  major

rift has opened within the European coalition;

Hungary has seized millions in cash and gold

from  Ukrainian  operatives,  alleging

interference  in  Hungarian  elections,  while

Slovakia threatens to block EU loans to Kiev

over  energy  transit  disputes.  Domestically,

Russia is showcasing technological resilience

through  the  NAC’s  20th  anniversary,  the

opening of 3D-printed medical  facilities,  and

the high-profile celebration of cultural icons,

signaling a return to "meteorological spring"

and social stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Putin-Trump  "Constructive"  Dialogue:

Trump initiated a call to discuss a "three-

party negotiation" on Ukraine and the Iran

conflict,  with  Trump  praising  Putin’s

constructive stance and expressing interest

in a rapid ceasefire. 

Middle  East  Regional  War: Iran  has

shifted  tactics,  launching  ton-weight

ballistic  missiles  at  US  bases  in  Bahrain

and Kuwait, and hitting a German-occupied

base in Jordan. The US has deployed B-52

and B-1 strategic bombers to the UK as it

prepares for a "final blow" against Iranian

infrastructure within 1 to 4 weeks. 

The "Gold Convoy" Scandal: Hungarian

authorities seized 35 million Euros and 9kg

of  gold from  Ukrainian  Oshchadbank

vehicles, triggering a diplomatic crisis and

allegations  that  Ukrainian  elites  are

laundering  war  funds  to  influence  EU

politics. 
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Russian Breakthroughs in DNR: Russian

forces  have  advanced  toward  Slaviansk,

with the front line now within 15km of the

city. A publicized report detailed a Russian

soldier, Sergey Erashev, holding a position

solo for 68 days while being resupplied by

drones. 

AI Ethics & Military Conflict: Tech firm

Antropic  has  sued  the  Pentagon over

demands  for  "unrestricted  access"  to  AI

models  for  autonomous  lethal  weapons,

revealing  that  95%  of  AI  simulations  for

global conflict result in nuclear escalations.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty 

The Russian government is  integrating AI

into  critical  infrastructure,  with  70%  of

Moscow's  traffic  lights now controlled  by

smart systems to prioritize public transit. 

The premiere of the opera "Mandragora" at

the  Mariinsky  Theatre  featured  a  libretto

and  score  completed  by  artificial

intelligence, marking a fusion of traditional

culture and high-tech sovereignty. 

The opening of the first 3D-printed medical

clinic in  the  Odintsovo  district

demonstrates  a  shift  toward  rapid-

deployment  social  infrastructure  using

robotic construction. 

Energy Security & Global Markets 

Trump has floated the "temporary" lifting of

oil  sanctions on  Russia  and  Venezuela  to

combat  a  16.5%  spike  in  US  gasoline

prices. 

The EU is  facing a  severe  energy deficit,

with UK gas reserves reported to last only

two  days following  the  blockade  of  the

Strait of Hormuz. 

France  is  attempting  to  lead  a  European

maritime  coalition to  unblock  the  Strait,

independent of the US, to secure uranium

and oil supplies. 

Coalition  Cohesion  &  Diplomatic

Engagement 

Hungary’s  parliament  passed  a  resolution

against financing Ukraine or supporting its

EU  entry,  citing  the  "Gold  Convoy"  and

corruption. 

Slovakia has filed a complaint against the

European Commission regarding the halt of

Russian  energy  transit through  Ukraine,

labeling Kiev’s actions as "blackmail." 

National Security & Terrorism 

The  National  Anti-Terrorism  Committee

(NAC)  marked  20  years,  reporting  the

prevention  of  308  terrorist  acts and  the

neutralization of 79 undercover cells in the

past year alone. 

Intelligence  reports  suggest  the  UK  and

France  are  clandestinely  transferring

nuclear  components to  Kiev  to  create  a

"dirty bomb" as a desperate deterrent. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on managing the

economic fallout of the Middle East war and

tightening  the  legal  framework  around

international financial movements in the EU.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Hungarian Asset Seizure Bill: A proposal

in  the  Hungarian  parliament  to

permanently  confiscate  Ukrainian  state

assets seized during border  inspections  if

they are linked to election interference. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_131500_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_181000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_181000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_080000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_080000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260310_150000_60_minut


Russian  Federal  Law  No.  35: Cited

during  the  NAC  anniversary  as  the

cornerstone  of  Russia's  counter-terrorism

legal architecture, allowing for preemptive

strikes and strict migration controls. 

EU  Sanctions  "Re-evaluation":

Discussions led by Hungary and Slovakia to

immediately lift energy sanctions on Russia

to prevent a total collapse of the European

economy. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

NAC Plenary Session: Director Alexander

Bortnikov  reported  on  the  liquidation  of

2,500 militants over the NAC's history. 

Trump  Press  Conference: The  US

President  declared  that  the  operation  in

Iran will end soon but warned of strikes "20

times  more  powerful"  if  oil  flows  are  not

restored. 

Putin-Pushilin  Working  Meeting:

Focused on the reconstruction of the DNR

and the transition of 1,500km of roads into

the "Azov Ring" federal network. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragmentation of Western Consensus

The day’s reports highlight a burgeoning rift

between the US "America First" strategy and

European "Strategic Autonomy." While Trump

negotiates directly with Putin to stabilize oil

prices, France is acting as a "protector" of EU

interests  in  the  Mediterranean,  often  in

contradiction  to  London or  Washington.  The

seizure of Ukrainian gold in Hungary is not an

isolated event but a signal  that EU member

states are beginning to "lawfare" against Kiev

as the economic costs of the conflict become

unsustainable.

The Emergence of the "Leader of War" in

Iran The  election  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei  as

Iran’s new Supreme Leader represents a shift

toward  a  more  conservative  and  militarized

Iranian  state.  Unlike  his  father,  Mojtaba  is

seen as a direct ally of the IRGC, potentially

favoring  the  revocation  of  religious  bans  on

nuclear  weapons.  This  development  renders

Trump’s hopes for a "soft" regime change in

Tehran  unlikely,  potentially  forcing  a  choice

between  total  war  or  a  humiliating

withdrawal.

Technological  Warfare  and AI  Autonomy

The Antropic lawsuit exposes a critical "black

box"  in  modern  warfare:  the  reliance  on  AI

models that favor nuclear escalation in 95% of

scenarios. This suggests that current military

planning  may  be  sleepwalking  into  a

catastrophe because AI cannot process human

"taboos" on nuclear use. Meanwhile, Russia’s

deployment  of  fiber-optic  FPV drones in  the

Sumy  region  indicates  a  move  toward

jamming-proof tactical precision.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a massive

US/Israeli strike on Iranian oil infrastructure

as  a  "final  move"  before  Trump  declares

victory. This will likely trigger a peak in global

oil  prices  followed by  a  collapse  if  Russian/

Venezuelan oil is re-admitted to the market. In

Ukraine,  the  encirclement  of  the  Slaviansk-

Kramatorsk agglomeration is likely to reach a

critical phase.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  EU

coalition  will  likely  fracture  further  as

Hungary  and  Slovakia  veto  further  financial

aid to Ukraine. Trump may formalize a "peace

for  oil"  deal  with  Russia,  leading  to  a  de-

escalation  of  the  sanctions  regime  despite

protests from "hawks" in London and Paris.
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Long  Term (1-5  Years): Structural  energy

dependencies will shift as Europe attempts to

diversify  uranium  supplies and  Russia

completes  the  full  integration  of  the  "New

Regions" via the Azov Ring infrastructure. The

use  of  AI  in  governance  and  warfare  will

become  a  primary  point  of  international

regulatory  conflict,  with  Russia  and  China

likely forming a separate bloc for "sovereign

AI" standards.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomats  should  prepare  for  a  bilateral

Russia-US track on Ukraine that bypasses

the current "Zelensky Formula." 

Security  agencies  must  monitor  the

potential  for  desperate  escalations from

Paris  and  London  regarding  nuclear

proliferation in Ukraine. 

International  regulators  need  to  address

the  "Antropic  Precedent"  to  prevent  AI-

driven accidental nuclear war. 

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Sector: High  volatility  in  Brent

crude is guaranteed. Investors should look

for  relief  in  Russian  oil  stocks if  Trump

follows through on sanctions mitigation. 

Supply  Chains: The  clothing  and  textile

sectors face a major crisis as transit from

Bangladesh  and  India  is  blocked;  near-

shoring to Central Asia or Eastern Europe

is recommended. 

Technology: The Russian 3D-printing and

domestic  tech markets are showing state-

backed growth, presenting opportunities in

sanctioned-exempt high-tech sectors. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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