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GLOBAL & U.S. EXPANSION:
THE 2026 GEOPOLITICAL SHIFT

Report Summary: Escalation in the Middle East, Militarization in Latin America, and Global Energy Crisis (March 10, 2026)

THE MIDDLE EAST: GLOBAL FALLOUT:
OPERATION EPIC FURY & THE HOT WAR ENERGY CRISIS & AUSTERITY
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS (TRENDS & FUTURE)

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS): |

> SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): o
High 0l Volatility, “Escudo” Joint Ops, Cartel CubaRealignment?,
Iranian Succession Strikes Clashes, Colombian Uncertainty Aruba Self-Sufficiency?
POLICY IMPLICATIONS INVESTOR IMPLICATIONS
Prepare for U.S. Regime Change Focus Anticipate High Shipping/Insurance Costs
Diversify Energy Sources (Away from Hormuz) Monitor “Escudo” Implementation (Violence Risk)

Balance Military Aid with Geopolitical Risk Niche Opportunities (e.g., Aruba-Colombia Flights)
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THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS A HOT
WAR PHASE AS THE UNITED STATES
EXPANDS MILITARY INFLUENCE IN
LATIN AMERICA AMIDST GLOBAL
ENERGY VOLATILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 10, 2026, global stability is
precarious as the long-simmering tensions
between Iran and the U.S.-Israeli coalition
have escalated into an active "hot war" known
as Operation Epic Fury. Following the death
of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, Iran has
moved toward a succession plan involving his
son, Mokhtaba Khamenei, a move the Trump
administration has deemed unacceptable. This
conflict has triggered extreme volatility in
global energy markets, with oil prices
fluctuating between $90 and $120 per barrel
as the Strait of Hormuz remains a contested
chokepoint. The geopolitical fallout is being
felt globally, forcing nations like Pakistan to
implement austerity measures and prompting
the G7 to convene emergency sessions to
stabilize supply chains.

Simultaneously, the United States is
aggressively reasserting its dominance in the
Western Hemisphere through the "Escudo de

las Américas" (Shield of the Americas)
initiative. This new regional military alliance,
signed by 12 Latin American leaders, aims to
demolish criminal cartels and counter "malign
foreign influences," specifically targeting
Chinese expansion in the region. Amidst this
high-level power projection, the
administration has also floated the possibility
of a friendly takeover of Cuba, citing the
island's humanitarian and energy crises.
These developments signal a shift toward a
more interventionist U.S. foreign policy that
blends counter-narcotics with regional
security architecture.

Locally in Aruba, the government is balancing
these global shocks with significant national
milestones, celebrating the 50th anniversary
of its anthem and flag and the 40th
anniversary of its status aparte. While
domestic
management, mental health, and the 2026
"Backy den Barrio" campaign, the broader
economic context remains overshadowed by
the international energy crisis and the
potential for increased regional militarization.
The legislative landscape in nearby Colombia
also remains fractured, as recent
congressional elections point to a divided
government that will intense
negotiation for the next president.

initiatives focus on waste

require
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Conflict in Iran: Operation
Epic Fury has transitioned from tactical
strikes to a broader conflict following the
death of Ali Khamenei. The U.S. and Israel
have destroyed Iranian leadership assets,
planes, and naval capabilities, while Iran
maintains it is prepared for a long war of
attrition. Mokhtaba Khamenei has been
named successor, signaling continuity of
the hardline regime despite U.S. pressure
for regime change.

Escudo de las Américas Alliance: A
landmark military agreement between the
U.S. and 12 Latin American nations aims to
militarize the fight against transnational
criminal organizations. The initiative
includes training partner militaries to
desmantle cartels and limiting the influence
of extra-hemispheric actors like China.

Global Energy Crisis: The closure or
threat of closure of the Strait of Hormuz
has created a "rollercoaster" in oil prices.
The IMF warns that sustained 10%
increases in oil could add 0.4 percentage
points to global inflation. G7 ministers are
debating the release of strategic reserves

and the potential lifting of sanctions to

mitigate price surges.

Colombian Congressional Elections:
The March 2026 elections resulted in a
split between the leftist Pacto Historico and
the right-wing Centro Democratico. This
ensures that the May presidential winner
will lack a clear majority, forcing a period
of coalition-building and political
negotiation.

 Aruba’s National Milestones: The island

has commenced grand celebrations for the
50th anniversary of its anthem and flag.
Prime Minister Mike Eman is linking these
cultural milestones to community discipline
and infrastructure projects, such as the
new permanent waste facility at Barcadera.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

* The death of Ali Khamenei has triggered a

controversial succession in Iran. The
appointment of Mokhtaba Khamenei is
being challenged by U.S. President Donald
Trump, who has expressed an intention to
"involve himself" in the selection of a new
leader, a significant departure from
international sovereignty norms.

In Colombia, the split vote between the
leading parties suggests a period of
legislative gridlock unless significant cross-
party alliances are formed after the May 31
presidential election.

Energy Security

* Iran has suggested that countries expelling

U.S. and Israeli envoys could transit the
Strait of Hormuz freely, effectively
attempting to weaponize energy transit to
break international diplomatic alignments.

e The U.S. has countered by offering to

escort tankers and provide insurance
guarantees to maintain the flow of oil

despite Iranian threats.

* Pakistan has introduced extreme austerity,

closing schools and moving to remote work
to conserve fuel as international prices
remain prohibitive.
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Security Architecture

» The "Escudo de las Américas" represents a
new pillar of regional security, shifting the
focus from law enforcement to military
mobilization against cartels. This involves
U.S. capacity building for Latin American
armies to act as effective combat forces
against internal criminal threats.

* France is deploying a significant naval task
force, including the aircraft carrier Charles
de Gaulle, to the Eastern Mediterranean
and Red Sea, indicating a broadening of
European military involvement in the
Middle East conflict.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

* Aruba’s "Backy den Barrio" program serves
as a barometer for civic discipline. The
government is leveraging high turnout at
waste disposal events to argue for
permanent, free infrastructure to maintain
public cleanliness and tourist quality.

 The Stichting Junto mobile unit rollout

highlights a move toward decentralized
mental health and addiction services,
reaching vulnerable populations directly in
their neighborhoods.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity on March 10,
2026, was dominated by  executive
proclamations and emergency international
summits rather than traditional parliamentary
debate, reflecting a ‘"crisis management"
mode of governance across multiple capitals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Escudo de las Américas Proclamation:
An executive-led agreement between the
U.S. and 12 regional partners to coordinate
military strategies against drug cartels and
gangs. Summary: Focuses on territorial
control, financial deprivation of criminal
groups, and military training.

Pakistan Austerity Decree: An
emergency measure by the Prime Minister
of Pakistan to mandate telework and school
closures to reduce fuel consumption.
Summary: A reaction to the skyrocketing
cost of oil imports caused by the Iran war.

Aruba Permanent Waste Facility Plan: A
joint program between the Ministry of
Tourism (ATA) and the Ministry of

Environment to establish a permanent, free

disposal site at Barcadera by early April
2026.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Donald Trump Press Conference on
Iran: The U.S. President asserted that the
war will end quickly but warned that he
would not stop attacking until Iranian
threats to the Strait of Hormuz are
eliminated.

G7 Energy Ministers Virtual Meeting: A
high-level coordination event to discuss the
volatility of oil prices and potential
collective action to release strategic
reserves.

Women in Transformation Conference:
Organized by Aruba’s Minister Mervin
Wyatt-Ras, focusing on personal growth
and leadership for women in the local

community.
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* CNN Exclusive Interview with Jamal
Karazi: An advisor to the Iranian Supreme
Leader stated there is no room for
diplomacy with the Trump administration,
citing past deceptions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Strategic Ambiguity in the
Middle East

For decades, the U.S.-Iran conflict was a
"cold" war fought through proxies. The
transcripts from March 10, 2026, confirm that
this period has ended. The current "hot" war,
characterized by direct strikes on Iranian
leadership and the destruction of significant
portions of the Iranian military apparatus,
suggests a U.S. strategy of total degradation
rather than containment. The Iranian side,
meanwhile, has moved from proxy defense to
an existential stance, with leaders openly
discussing long-term warfare and the use of
the Strait of Hormuz as a primary economic
weapon.

Militarization of the War on Drugs

The "Escudo de las Américas" initiative marks
a pivot from treating drug trafficking as a law
enforcement issue to treating it as a national
security threat requiring military force. By
involving 12 Latin American nations in a U.S.-
led military alliance, the Trump
administration is creating a new security
architecture in the Western Hemisphere. This
trend likely serves a dual purpose:
neutralizing cartels while simultaneously
creating a military "shield" that excludes

Chinese and other foreign political influences

from the region.

Global Resilience vs. Domestic Austerity

A striking theme is the divergence between
high-level geopolitical maneuvering and the
everyday reality of citizens. While G7 leaders
discuss oil reserves, countries like Pakistan
are essentially shutting down to survive the
energy spike. In Aruba, the government is
trying to shield the population through local
improvements, yet even small island nations
are feeling the pressure to secure their
identity and sovereignty in a world where
larger powers are actively redrawing maps
(e.g., the potential takeover of Cuba).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect continued high oil price volatility as
markets react to conflicting reports
regarding the Strait of Hormuz. Any
Iranian attempt to "charge" for passage or
block ships will likely lead to a U.S. naval
escalation.

e The transition of power to Mokhtaba
Khamenei will likely be met with increased
U.S. and Israeli airstrikes targeting his
inner circle to prevent the stabilization of
his leadership.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* In Latin America, the first joint operations
under the Escudo de las Américas will
likely commence, potentially leading to
significant clashes with cartels in Mexico or
Central America.

* Colombia will face a protracted period of
political uncertainty as the fragmented
Congress debates coalition terms ahead of
the presidential inauguration.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

o If the U.S. follows through on a "friendly
takeover" of Cuba, it would represent the
most significant change in Caribbean
geopolitics since the Cold War, potentially
leading to a total realignment of regional
trade and security.

* Aruba’s push for "Status Aparte" awareness

and cultural identity suggests a long-term

goal of increasing self-sufficiency as global
alliances become more volatile and
militarized.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomats must prepare for a U.S. foreign
policy that increasingly ignores traditional
sovereignty in favor of regime change
(Iran) or "friendly" interventions (Cuba).

* Energy-dependent nations should
accelerate diversification away from the
Middle East, as the Strait of Hormuz is now
a permanent theater of war.

¢ Allies in the "Escudo de las Américas" must
balance the benefits of U.S. military aid
with the risk of being drawn into broader

geopolitical conflicts with U.S. rivals like
China.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics and shipping firms should
anticipate higher insurance premiums and
the need for naval escorts in the Middle
East, potentially rerouting trade through
more expensive but safer paths.

e Investors in Latin America should monitor

the Escudo de las Américas
implementation; while it may improve
security in the long run, the short-term
result could be increased violence as
cartels are directly challenged by
militaries.

The 2026 Wingo direct flights between

Aruba and Bucaramanga, Colombia,
represent a niche opportunity for tourism
and medical health investments in the
region, despite broader instability.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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