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MARCH TO
ACCELERATION

Narrative: Denis Sasso,
Denis Sassou Nguesso
(DSN) sanmt a rally

INFRASTRUCTURE
ACHIEVEMENTS:

Mossaka electrification & Grande
Foire Agricole (GFAg) closing

SOCIAL PACT FOR
WOMEN

Strategic shift to gender-based
policy; 30% quota in regalian
ministries

| OPPOSITION STRUGGLES

" Promises of increased stipends
and youth reform hampered by
lack of visibility and resources

7 against state machinery

FECOFOOT President Mayolas
sentenced to life for money laundering
& embezzlement just days before vote

ANTI-CORRUPTION NARRATIVE:

Commitment to combating financial
crime in elite circles

MARCH 15, 2026
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
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PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

* DSN's triumphant welcome
in cherriy a rally

* “DSN Accelerates” rhetoric

* Opposition's mass rallies,
and macouries

* “Rupture” platforms

JUDICIAL CRACKDOWN

« FECOFOOT life sentences
for financial crimes

 Accomplice penalties,
and reaction

« Significant intervention

AGRICULTURE & ECONOMY

« GFAg fair, agriculture as
“new oil” for sovereignty &
jobs

« “Content Local” law

* Special Economic Zones

« 300,000 CFA franc SARL
cost

GOVERNANCE & STABILITY

« Force Publique early voting

 20-year stability record vs.
uncertainty

» New departments Congo-
Oubangui & Djoué-Léfini

« “Administrative Parasite”
problem

» Water/electricity deficits

DEEP DIVE, FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS

Evolution to “Acceleration”
(Projecting dynamism, quick
wins)

Administrative Refoundation
(New departments for political
consolidation)

Judicial Lawfare (Using
courts to cleanse image)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Likely DSN
first-round victory, potential protests

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Women’s
Social Pact integration, FIFA sanctions,
Bambou Mingali agricultural hub

Long Term (1-5 Years): “Acceleration”

success linked to electricity,
demographic pressure on stability

Monitor Women's
Pact implementation,
stricter aid auditing,
support agricultural
“sovereignty” agenda

RECOMMENDATIONS
INTERNATIONAL
POLICY:

PRIVATE SECTOR/
INVESTORS:

ZES as protected
channels, standardized
business costs vs.
bureaucratic risk,
Madin%o—Kayes
mineral port
opportunity
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
MOBILIZATION AND JUDICIAL
SEVERITY DEFINE THE FINAL
CAMPAIGN STRETCH IN THE

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Republic of the Congo is in a state of high
political and judicial ferment as it enters the
final five days before the March 15, 2026,
presidential election. President Denis Sassou
Nguesso (DSN) has transitioned his campaign
narrative from a "march" to an accelerated

development agenda, emphasizing
infrastructure achievements like the

electrification of remote riverine areas and
the closing of the inaugural Grande Foire
Agricole du Congo (GFAg). This "acceleration"
is framed as a response to global economic
shocks and a means to secure food
sovereignty, though analysts note it also
serves to consolidate the incumbent’s image
as the sole "architect" of national stability and
progress. The administration is
simultaneously expanding its administrative
footprint through the creation of new
departments like Congo-Oubangui and Djoué-

Léfini to bring government services closer to

the electorate.

The domestic narrative was  sharply
punctuated today by a "thunderbolt" in the
judiciary: the life imprisonment sentence
handed to FECOFOOT President Jean-Guy
Blaise Mayolas for money laundering and
embezzlement. This high-profile sentencing,
occurring just days before the vote, appears
intended to demonstrate a commitment to
combating financial crime, even within elite
circles. Simultaneously, the election has seen
a massive mobilization of the female
electorate, culminating in a "Social Pact"
between Congolese women and the future
president, highlighting a strategic shift
toward gender-based policy as a core pillar of
governance and legitimacy. While opposition
candidates like Dave Mafoula attempt to gain
traction with promises of increased student
stipends and youth-led change, they remain
hampered by a lack of visibility and resources
compared to the pervasive state-backed
machinery of the incumbent.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Presidential Campaign Final Sprint

* President Denis Sassou Nguesso (DSN)
received a friumphant welcome in
Mossaka, following the recent connection
of the riverine city to the national energy
grid.

* Incumbent rhetoric has shifted to "DSN
Accelerates," focusing on ten strategic
actions for the next five years, including
industrialization @ and human  capital
investment.
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Opposition candidate Dave  Mafoula
conducted mass rallies in the north,
specifically Gamboma and Djambala,
focusing on youth unemployment and social

e The pact includes demands for a dedicated

agricultural credit line for women and the

construction of holistic care centers for
victims of violence.

reform.

Candidate Joseph Kinyumbi Kiambungu and KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
others are promoting platforms of "rupture"
and institutional refoundation, though their

media presence remains significantly lower
than the incumbent's.

Corruption & Governance

* The FECOFOOT trial is being framed as a

landmark corruption case, though skeptics
High-Level Judicial Crackdown may view the timing as politically
advantageous for the incumbent's "rule of

* FECOFOOT President Jean-Guy Blaise law" narrative.

Mayolas was sentenced to life in prison for
money laundering, embezzlement of
COVID-19 and FIFA funds, and forgery.

e Internal critics within the administration
point to the "administrative parasite"

problem, where the operational arm of the

* Five  accomplices  received  similar state fails to execute the political vision due
sentences or heavy fines, marking a to person-centered rivalries and
significant judicial intervention into the inefficiency.
management of national sports
organizations. Domestic Stability & Social Order

* The government is leveraging its 20-year
record of avoiding civil conflict as a
primary reason for voters to choose
stability over the "uncertainty" of
opposition candidates.

Agricultural Sovereignty and Economic
Diversification

* The first Grande Foire Agricole du Congo
(GFAg) concluded in Bambou Mingali, with
the site designated as a strategic state
asset for permanent agricultural
promotion.

* The Force Publique (security forces) will
participate in early voting on March 12,
three days before the general population,
to ensure they can be deployed for election
security.

e Prime Minister Anatole Collinet Makoso
emphasized that agriculture is the "new oil"

for Congo, aiming for sovereign food

production and job creation for youth. Economic Security & Investment Climate

* The creation of Special Economic Zones
(ZES) and the "Content Local" law are
intended to transfer competencies from
foreign direct investment (FDI) to the local
productivity tissue.

Women'’s Political Empowerment

* A formal "Social Pact" was presented by
Minister Ines Nefer Ingani, outlining
specific gender-based commitments
required from the future president,
including a 30% representation quota in
regalian ministries.
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* The cost of starting a limited liability
company (SARL) has been standardized at

300,000 CFA francs to stimulate the SME
sector.

State Capacity & Regional Influence

* Administrative restructuring has created
new departments out of formerly larger
regions (e.g., Congo-Oubangui and Djoué-
Léfini) to decentralize state authority and
monitoring.

e The "acceleration" plan includes a port
mineralier and a special economic zone in
Madingo-Kayes to leverage mining and
petroleum synergies.

Food & Water Access/Security

* The "Agriculture for Progress" initiative
aims to replace imports with local
production, highlighting items like Lékana
beans and Sanga cocoa derivatives.

* Chronic deficits in water and electricity

remain the most significant challenges to
social order, with the incumbent admitting
"much remains to be done."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in this period is dominated
by the implementation of existing laws
protecting women and the drafting of new
social pacts that function as quasi-legislative
frameworks for the next presidential term.
Local governance has focused on budget
approvals and administrative border
refinements.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Loi Mouébara: Continued discussion on
the strict application of this law, which
protects women from violence and
harassment in both professional and
domestic settings.

* Social Pact for Women: A comprehensive
policy  proposal requiring the next
administration to integrate specific gender
quotas and credit mechanisms into the
2026-2031 National Development Plan
(PND).

* Pointe-Noire Budget 2026: Adoption of a
26.7 billion CFA franc primitive budget
focused on
conditions.

* UN Decade for Afforestation:
Implementation of a resolution adopted by
the UN General Assembly for sustainable
forest management, proposed under DSN's
leadership.

improving urban living

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* FECOFOOT Verdict Reading: A public
reading of the sentencing of Mayolas and
others for financial crimes at the
Brazzaville Criminal Court.

* Social Communication Council
Briefing: A visit to state media studios to
verify preparations for candidate
broadcasts, ensuring each has 20 minutes
to present their program.

* GFAg Closing Ceremony: Prime Minister

Makoso officially closed the agricultural

fair, declaring the sector the engine of the
"acceleration" phase.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution from
"Acceleration"

"Marching” to

The branding shift from "La Marche vers le
Développement" (2016-2021) to
"L'Accélération" (2026) reveals a regime
attempting to project dynamism in the face of
long-term fatigue and structural economic
bottlenecks. By framing the next mandate as
an "acceleration," the DSN administration
implicitly =~ acknowledges that  previous
progress was perhaps too slow or hampered
by  bureaucracy, while simultaneously
asserting that only the current leadership has
the proven experience to increase the tempo
without causing instability. This narrative is
backed by highly visible "quick wins" like the
electrification of Mossaka, presented as the
end of an ancestral dream.

Administrative Refoundation as Electoral
Strategy

The creation of several new departments
(Congo-Oubangui, Djoué-Léfini, Kéini-Alima)
just prior to the election represents a
sophisticated method of political
consolidation. By elevating districts to
departments, the state creates new
governorships, administrative posts, and
direct budgetary links to the central
government in formerly neglected areas. This
creates a new tier of local elites indebted to
the presidency and provides a sense of
"recognition” to local populations, which is

being heavily leveraged in campaign
speeches.

Judicial Lawfare and the Anti-Corruption
Narrative

The life sentence for the FECOFOOT head is a
significant escalation in the use of the
judiciary to manage public perception of
corruption. While the crimes—
misappropriation of COVID-19 and FIFA funds
—are egregious, the severity of the sentence
(life imprisonment) and its timing suggest the
state is using "Lawfare" to cleanse its image
before the international community and a

domestic population weary of financial
mismanagement.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* The election on March 15 is highly likely to
result in a first-round victory for the
incumbent, given the overwhelming state
resources and administrative control
observed in the transcripts.

e The Force Publique vote on March 12 will
serve as a logistical bellwether for the

general election's organization.

* Potential for localized protests or legal
challenges from candidates like Dave
Mafoula if disparities in campaign access

and resources are not addressed.
Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The "Social Pact" for women will likely be
integrated into the 2026-2031 PND, leading
to cabinet reshuffles that promote more
female ministers to ‘'regalian" posts
(Foreign Affairs, Interior, etc.).

* Investment in the Bambou Mingali

agricultural site will likely expand to make

it a regional hub for ag-tech and youth
training.
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* FIFA may impose new sanctions on the
Congolese football federation following the
criminal sentencing of its leadership,
potentially extending the "football drought"
in Brazzaville.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The "Acceleration" plan's success depends
entirely on solving the electricity crisis;
failure to provide consistent power will
undermine the industrialization and "auto-
emploi" goals for the youth.

* The decentralization through new
departments will either improve service
delivery or, if underfunded, create new
layers of bureaucratic friction.

Demographic pressure from 100,000 new
youth entrants into the job market annually
will remain the primary threat to the
regime's long-term stability.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic missions should monitor the
implementation of the Women's Social Pact
as a metric for genuine democratic and
social reform versus purely electoral
signaling.

* The FECOFOOT case suggests a higher
judicial risk environment for officials
managing international or donor funds;
stricter auditing of multilateral aid to
Congo is advised.

* Support for the agricultural "sovereignty"
agenda provides a non-political entry point
for engagement, particularly in technical
training for youth and climate-resilient
farming.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investment in the Special Economic Zones
(ZES) remains the most protected channel
for foreign capital, particularly as the state
seeks to demonstrate the success of its
"acceleration" agenda.

* The standardization of business creation
costs lowers the barrier to entry for local
partnerships, but bureaucratic "parasitism"
remains a high operational risk.

* The mining-energy-port nexus in Madingo-
Kayes represents a significant medium-
term opportunity for infrastructure and
service providers as the mineral port
project advances.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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