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3 persistent domestic fragility and emerging, unconventional risks.
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TRUMP’S DECLARATION OF NEAR-
COMPLETE VICTORY IN IRAN
STABILIZES GLOBAL ENERGY
MARKETS AMIDST GROWING

TECHNOLOGICAL HEGEMONY AND

DOMESTIC FRICTION IN TAIWAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, was characterized by a
dramatic shift in global geopolitical risk as
U.S. President Trump announced that military
operations against Iran are nearly complete,
claiming the destruction of the Iranian Navy
and the reduction of its missile capabilities to
a mere 10%. This declaration triggered an
immediate, though volatile, correction in
global energy markets, with Brent and WTI
crude prices retreating toward the $90 mark.
Despite the signaled de-escalation, structural
anxieties regarding "stagflation" remain high
among analysts, particularly as G7 finance
ministers deliberate over the release of
strategic oil reserves to ensure long-term
supply stability. The narrative of "peace
through strength" is being leveraged by the
U.S. administration to project an image of
restored regional order, even as diplomatic

missions in neighboring Turkey remain
shuttered due to persistent security threats.

In the technology sector, the "AI Supercycle"
reached a new fever pitch following comments
from Nvidia’s leadership, which effectively
issued a ‘"blank check" to memory
manufacturers, promising to purchase all
available supply to meet insatiable demand
for Al infrastructure. This has buoyed Asian
markets, specifically in Taiwan, South Korea,
and Japan, which are benefiting from an "Al
hardware dividend." However, this
technological optimism is contrasted by
localized defense anxieties in Taiwan, where
the delivery of MQ-9B drones has faced
significant delays, and domestic political
infighting continues to stall critical national
security budgeting. The day’s events suggest
a world transitioning from the acute phase of
kinetic conflict back into a period of intense
economic and technological competition,
albeit against a backdrop of fragile social
order and emerging public health threats.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Conclusion of the Iran Conflict and
Energy Market Volatility

* President Trump claimed that U.S. military
actions have neutralized the Iranian
nuclear threat, asserting that Iran was
weeks away from a weapon before his

intervention.

* Global oil prices experienced a "V-shaped"
recovery, plummeting over 10% following
news of the conflict's end, though analysts

warn that prices will remain at high levels

until a full cessation is confirmed.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260310_073000

* The G7 has decided against an immediate KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
release of oil reserves, while the U.S.

considers unilateral or coordinated sales Al & Technology Policy
with select partners to further depress
prices. * Supply Chain Hegemony: Nvidia's
aggressive  procurement  strategy @ is
Nvidia and the Semiconductor Supply creating a de facto monopsony in the high-
Chain Dominance end memory market, forcing other sectors
(like consumer electronics) to face
* Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang’s commitment to potential shortages.

acquire all expanded capacity from memory
makers has fundamentally altered market
expectations, signaling that AI demand has
no foreseeable ceiling.

* Educational Sovereignty: Taiwan's
Central University is promoting DIY
CubeSat kits to democratize space
technology, indicating a move toward

e Taiwanese markets rebounded with a 661- "grassroots" aerospace capacity.

point gain, driven by semiconductor and IC
design stocks, despite earlier panic-selling Energy Security

linked to Middle Eastern instability.
* Strategic Reserve Diplomacy:

Disagreement within the G7 regarding oil
reserve releases suggests a fissure in
energy strategy, with the U.S. favoring
aggressive price suppression while other
members remain cautious.

e South Korea implemented its first oil price
cap in 30 years to protect its industrial
base from the recent energy spike.

Taiwan’s Domestic Security and Political

Polarization
* Sanction Flexibility: Trump has hinted at
* The delivery of U.S.-made MQ-9B easing sanctions on Russian oil as a
SeaGuardian drones has been delayed to necessary lever to stabilize the global

late 2026, sparking concerns about
Taiwan’s maritime surveillance gap.

economy in the wake of the Iran war.
« Legislative gridlock persists over the Domestic Stability & Social Order
"National Security Law" and defense
budgets, with the opposition and the
Executive Yuan clashing over controversial

* The "Zombie Drug" Threat: The arrival
of Xylazine (the "zombie drug") in Taiwan's
illicit market has been confirmed, with

lethality rates spiked by its combination
* A hoax regarding "match-fixing" by the with Fentanyl.

Taiwan national baseball team was referred L.

. .. * Civil Unrest: A man was arrested for
to the Criminal Investigation Bureau, . . . . .
highlighting the role of Al-generated

.. . . e event in Taipei with firecrackers, reflecting
misinformation in social destabilization.

heightened sensitivities around cross-strait
and human rights issues.
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Economic Security

* Real Estate Inflation: In Japan, the
Funabashi area of Chiba has seen a 700
million yen apartment sale, indicating that
speculative capital is flowing into luxury
outskirts as Tokyo prices become
untenable.

e Financial Lawfare: Taiwan’s courts are

handling complex money laundering cases

involving shell companies and investment
scams totaling over 580 million TWD.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative environment in Taiwan is
currently a theater of "Lawfare,"
characterized by procedural delays and high-
stakes budget disputes between the ruling
administration and a coalition of opposition
parties. The focus remains on the "National
Security Law" and the "Offshore Islands
Construction Act," which the Executive Yuan

views as infringements on executive power.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* National Security Law Amendments:
Debate continues over the 380 billion TWD
budget ceiling proposed by the KMT, which
clashes with the administration’s request
for more flexible procurement.

* Offshore Islands Construction Act: A
controversial bill aimed at infrastructure
development on outlying islands, which the
ruling party warns could become a
"national security Trojan horse."

* Labor Standards & Childcare: Ongoing
discussions regarding the expansion of

public childcare capacity to combat the

record-low birth rate.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Premier Cho Jung-tai Press Briefing:
The Premier presented physical receipts to
rebut corruption allegations regarding a
recent diplomatic/sports charter flight.

* Defense Minister Wellington Koo
Testimony: Koo addressed the MQ-9B

delivery delays, insisting that the strategic

impact remains manageable despite the
timeline shifts.

e G7 Finance Ministers Video
Conference: A closed-door session that
concluded with a commitment to "market

stability" but no joint reserve release.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of AI Sentiment The
day's news reveals a growing reliance on Al
not just as a tool, but as a source of "market
truth." Nvidia's ability to dictate supply chain
behavior through verbal commitments
highlights a shift where the "AI narrative"
overrides traditional economic indicators.
Conversely, the WBC match-fixing hoax—
purportedly "analyzed by AI"—demonstrates
how easily high-trust institutions (like national
sports teams) can be undermined by
fabricated digital authority.

Geopolitical "Mission Creep" and De-
escalation Rhetoric President Trump’s
insistence that the Iran war is "very complete"
while his Defense Secretary notes it is "just
the beginning" suggests a bifurcation in U.S.
strategy. The administration appears to be
using the "conclusion" of kinetic action to
calm markets, while internally preparing for a
long-term "nation-building" or "stabilization"
phase in the Middle East. This allows the U.S.
to threaten 20-fold retaliation against future
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naval blockades while
claiming victory.

simultaneously

The Fragility of the "Normal" in Taiwan
While the national baseball team’s
performance provided a moment of unity, the
underlying social fabric shows signs of stress.

From the stabbing scare at metro stations to

the discovery of zombie drugs, there is a trend
of "extreme events" becoming more frequent.

This social volatility is mirrored in the
legislative gridlock, where governance has
devolved into a series of veto-point
confrontations, making the state less
responsive to emerging risks like birth-rate
collapses and defense delays.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect persistent
volatility in oil prices as markets test Trump’s
"victory" claims against actual tanker
movements in the Strait of Hormuz. In
Taiwan, a crackdown on onlin
following the WBC hoax is likely, potentially
leading to new digital platform regulations.
Domestic policing for "zombie drugs" will
intensify across major urban hubs.

isinform

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Al
hardware market will likely enter a period of
"forced expansion" as memory makers race to
meet Nvidia's demand, potentially causing a
price hike in consumer electronics. The
MQ-9B delay will force Taiwan to increase its
reliance on indigenous drone programs and
satellite-based surveillance. Political tension
in Taiwan will peak during the budget
reconciliation process for the 2027 fiscal year.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to the global energy architecture may occur if
Trump successfully pivots toward Russian oil
to replace Middle Eastern volatility. Taiwan
faces a "demographic cliff" as birth rates fall

below 7,000 per month, requiring a total
overhaul of the social welfare and labor
systems. The "AI Dividend" may consolidate
power in a few "Techno-Sovereign" states
(USA, Taiwan, South Korea), widening the gap
with the Global South.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: Allies must

prepare for a more unpredictable U.S.
maritime policy that alternates between

isolationism and extreme "20x" retaliation.

* Human Rights: Australia’s granting of
asylum to Iranian athletes sets a precedent
for using "humanitarian visas" as a tool of
soft-power against adversary regimes.

e Global Health: International coordination

is needed to track the transpacific flow of
Xylazine precursors.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Semiconductor Strategy: High-exposure
to the Nvidia/AI ecosystem remains the
strongest growth vector, but investors
should hedge against "narrative
exhaustion" or sudden regulatory shifts in
the U.S.

* Energy Procurement: Logistics and
shipping firms should maintain flexible fuel
surcharge models, as the "end of war" may
not mean the end of high prices.

* Taiwan Real Estate: The '"marriage-
childcare" housing subsidies represent a
niche opportunity for developers as the
government attempts to incentivize family
formation through 92% market-value
pricing.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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