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GOV'T "DIVIDE & CONQUER"
(Budget Blocked)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS .
(Navigating the Future)

( FORESIGHT TIMELINE

LONG TERM (1-5 Yrs):
Structural Nuclear Pivot,
Persistent Housing Crisis.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Mos):
New “Social Shield” (Subsidies),
Diplomatic Pressure on Triumvirate.

SHORT TERM (1-4 Wks):
Extreme Volatility, Hormuz
Risk, Education Strikes.

b IMPLICATIONS FOR ACTION =
INTERNATIONAL POLICY RECS PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTOR RECS

1. REINFORCE NATO 1. SUPPLY CHAIN RISK
(Turkey/Greece Defense). (Prepare for Route Diversions).

2. DIVERSIFY ENERGY 2. INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
(Non-Russian Uranium). (Nuclear/Defense Sectors).

3. REGIONAL ALLIANCES 3. REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
(Support Naval Mission). (Tighter Housing Rules).

Source: March 10, 2026 Report. Printed for Wall Display. No QR Codes.
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GLOBAL MARKETS FLUCTUATE AS

THE UNITED STATES SIGNALS AN

IMMINENT END TO THE IRANIAN
CONFLICT WHILE NATO FACES
RISING INCURSIONS IN TURKEY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, marks the eleventh day of
the U.S.-led offensive against  Iran,
characterized by high-stakes diplomatic
maneuvering and contradictory signaling from
Washington. President Donald Trump has
publicly claimed that the war will end soon,
asserting that Iranian leadership and military
capacity have been "erased." However, this
optimism is tempered by his simultaneous
threats to strike "20 times harder" if Iran
attempts to f Hormuz. The
conflict has reached a critical geostrategic
juncture, with global oil prices swinging
violently between $120 and $90 per barrel as
traders weigh Trump’s rhetoric against the
reality of Iranian retaliatory strikes on
refineries and the deployment of NATO
defense systems in Turkey following a second

missile interception over its territory.

In Europe, the conflict is forcing a radical
realignment of energy and defense policies.

European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen has declared the move away from
nuclear energy a "strategic error," calling for
a massive 200-million-euro investment to
regain energy sovereignty. This stands in
contrast to domestic friction within the EU, as
leaders like Emmanuel Macron attempt to
broker de-escalation via a naval mission to
Cyprus, while facing criticism from within the
European Council regarding the bloc’s
mission and unity. Domestically, the Spanish
and Catalan governments are grappling with
the inflationary fallout of the war, with fuel
prices rising up to 20% and labor unions

splitting over proposed wage agreements

intended to mitigate the crisis.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Iranian Offensive and
Diplomatic Maneuvering

* President Trump claims the Iranian regime
is practically defeated after its leadership
and radars were targeted, yet refuses to
provide a specific timeline for withdrawal
beyond "very soon."

* Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin held

their first telephone conversation since the
start of the war, with the Kremlin
attempting to act as a mediator by
proposing peace conditions.

e Iran has appointed Mojtaba Khamenei as
the new Supreme leader, a move Trump
characterized as a "grave error," signaling
an intensification of the regime's hardline
stance.

* The Revolutionary Guard threatened that

only countries that expel U.S. and Israeli
ambassadors will be granted safe passage
through the Strait of Hormuz.
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Energy Crisis and Market Volatility

* Oil prices hit a peak of $120 before falling
to $90 following Trump’s comments
regarding the potential lifting of sanctions
on oil companies to lower prices.

* The Spanish government is monitoring the
"pocketbook" impact of the war, as diesel
prices in Catalonia have already surged by
20%.

* Fishing sectors in Catalonia report a 50%
increase in fuel costs in a single week,
threatening the viability of the industry.

European Security Architecture
and NATO Tensions

* NATO intercepted a second Iranian missile
over Turkey, leading President Erdogan to
warn Tehran that
jeopardize regional friendships.

such provocations

* France is leading a mission to Cyprus to
deploy eight frigates and two helicopter
carriers to protect commercial traffic in the
Persian Gulf.

* EU Commission President von der Leyen
has signaled a pivot toward increased
defense investment and
reform, arguing the "old world order" has
disappeared.

institutional

Catalan Domestic Labor and

Education Conflict

e The Catalan government (Generalitat)

signed a wage agreement with UGT and

CCOO unions, promising salary increases of
up to 200 euros over four years.

* The majority union, USTEC, has rejected
the deal as "insufficient" and "political,"
maintaining its strike call for next week
and accusing other unions of breaking
"union unity."

* President Salvador Illa insists the
agreement will proceed regardless of
budget approval, though he continues to
press for a 2026 budget to avoid
prorogation.

Judicial and Social Issues

* The "Pujol Case" trial continues with
testimony from the former CEO of Banca
Privada d'Andorra (BPA), regarding 30
million euros in cash deposits and alleged
pressure from "patriotic police."

* A harrowing deep dive into the failure of
the justice system to protect victims of
domestic significant
"institutional violence" and lack of
adequate protection orders.

violence reveals

* Universities are reporting a surge in Al-

assisted cheating during exams, forcing
professors to adopt oral validation or
technical workarounds.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Sovereignty The
vulnerability of global supply chains has
triggered a re-evaluation of nuclear power
across Europe. EU Commission President von
der Leyen’s admission that abandoning
nuclear was a '"strategic error" signals a
massive regulatory shift toward fission to
reduce dependence on Russian uranium
(which currently supplies 50% of the EU) and
volatile fossil fuels. Locally, the Catalan
government is forming a working group to
mitigate energy costs for businesses and
citizens.
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Labor Relations and State Capacity The
Generalitat is employing a "divide and
conquer" strategy to resolve education sector
unrest. By signing with minority unions UGT
and CCOO, the government aims to project
stability, even as the majority union USTEC

noun he lack of transparency. The
state’s capacity to fund these promises

remains tied to the 2026 Generalitat budget,

which remains blocked by the opposition.

Technology Policy and AI Academic
integrity is under threat from generative Al,
which students are using to solve complex
mathematical problems via smartphone
photos. This is sparking a debate on whether
to ban the technology or integrate it into
"technological
professors re-designing exams to focus on
process rather than product.

universities," with some

Critical Infrastructure Transport
infrastructure is facing dual pressures: the
rising cost of production for SMEs/freelance
transporters and the physical decay of the rail
network. The Catalan government has revived
a 20-year-old plan to link Lleida and Girona
with high-speed rail to alleviate existing line
failures, though construction is not expected
before 2030.

Economic Security and Housing
Barcelona's housing market remains in crisis
despite rent caps, as landlords utilize
"seasonal rental" loopholes to bypass price
controls. State capacity to intervene is
hindered by a lack of public land for the
promised "50,000 homes" plan, highlighting
the difficulty of short-term fixes for long-term
demographic shifts.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity today focused
on emergency measures to combat inflation

and sectoral agreements in education and
housing.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 2026 Generalitat Budgets: Central to all
Catalan policy; President Illa warns that

prolonged  prorogation will  hinder

education and housing investments.

* Energy VAT Reduction Proposal: The PP
(People's Party) is demanding a 10%
reduction in energy VAT and a doubling of
child tax deductions to offset war inflation.

* Teacher Wage Agreement: A policy to
gradually increase specific supplements by
200 euros/month over four years, reaching
approximately 3,000 euros annually by
2029.

* Housing 'Seasonal Rental' Regulation:
Discussions regarding the urgent need to
regulate temporary contracts currently
used to circumvent the Catalan Rent Cap
law.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Press Conference (Florida/
Washington): The President asserted the
war would end "soon" while threatening
Ormus blockage retaliation.

e International Nuclear Summit (Paris):
Global leaders and the EU Commission
head advocated for a return to nuclear
energy as a "green" and "reliable" source.

* Generalitat Labor Briefing: Secretary of
Educational Improvement Ignasi Jiménez
defended the UGT/CCOQ deal, claiming it
moves Catalan teachers to the third-highest
paid in Spain.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Excursion" vs. Permanent

War

A notable linguistic shift is appearing in U.S.
rhetoric. President Trump referred to the
Iranian  offensive as an
attempting to frame it as a brief intervention
similar to previous actions in Venezuela.
However, analysts and the
increasingly skeptical, noting that unlike
Venezuela, Iran has established a new
leadership = hierarchy immediately and

possesses the asymmetric capability to strike
refineries and global choke points. The
contradiction between Trump’s "war is over"
narrative and the "20x harder" strike threat
suggests an administration struggling to
balance domestic fuel price concerns with a

lack of a clear military exit strategy.
The End of Multilateralism

"excursion,"

media are

The internal rift within the European Union
has reached a boiling point. Commission
President von der Leyen’s assertion that the
old world order is dead and cannot be
guarded anymore marks a departure from the
"rules-based order" championed by European
Council President Antonio Costa. This shift
toward "the law of the strongest" and
increased defense spending suggests Europe
is preparing for a future where diplomatic
norms are secondary to hard power and
strategic autonomy in energy and defense.

Institutional Failure in Domestic
Protection

While the news is dominated by war, a
thematic thread of institutional failure runs
through reports on domestic violence and the
Pujol corruption trial. Victims describe the

judicial process as '"masculinist" and
"institutional violence," where protection is
"paper mojado" (useless) without proper
enforcement. This domestic instability in the
rule of law mirrors the global instability, as
citizens lose faith in the "institutions that
were supposed to help them."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in fuel prices. If Iran follows through
on its Strait of Hormuz threat, the U.S. is
likely to escalate to strategic bombing of
Iranian infrastructure, potentially drawing
NATO deeper into the conflict following
missile debris incidents in Turkey. In
Catalonia, the education strike scheduled for
March 16 will likely go ahead, potentially
paralyzing schools as USTEC attempts to
prove its representative power against the
government's minority-backed deal.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Spanish
government will likely be forced to implement
a new "social shield" similar to the 2022
Ukraine crisis aid. This will include fuel
subsidies for fishers and transporters who are
currently seeing profit margins disappear.
Diplomatic pressure will mount on the "New
Triumvirate" of Trump, Putin, and Netanyahu
to formalize a ceasefire, though the Kremlin
will likely extract concessions regarding
Ukraine in exchange for Iranian mediation.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural pivot
toward nuclear energy in Europe will begin,
with significant deregulation and investment
in fission projects to achieve the 2030 energy
independence goals. The housing crisis in
Barcelona will remain unresolved unless the
"50,000 homes" plan overcomes land-use and
budgetary hurdles, likely leading to continued
urban displacement and social unrest.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: NATO must
urgently reinforce defense systems in
Turkey and Greece to prevent accidental
escalations from stray Iranian missiles or
intercepted carcasses falling on civilian
areas.

* Energy Diplomacy: Diversifying uranium
supply away from Russia is a national
security priority if the EU is to commit to a

nuclear-heavy energy mix.

* Regional Alliances: Support for Macron's
naval mission is critical to ensuring the
Strait of Hormuz remains open and
prevents a global inflationary collapse.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Transporters and
maritime logistics firms should prepare for
prolonged higher operating costs and
potential route diversions away from the
Persian Gulf.

* Investment Opportunity: The EU’s shift
toward nuclear energy and defense
institutional reform creates significant
long-term opportunities in the energy,
aerospace, and defense sectors.

Regulatory Compliance: Real estate
investors in Catalonia must prepare for
tighter regulations on seasonal and
temporary rentals as the government seeks
to close existing loopholes in rent control
laws.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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