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STRATEGIC DEADLOCK IN DEFENSE

FUNDING AMIDST GLOBAL ENERGY

VOLATILITY AND MIDDLE EASTERN

ESCALATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  10,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  critical

convergence of high-stakes domestic political

maneuvering in Poland and extreme volatility

in global energy markets driven by the 11th

day of the U.S.-Israeli military operation "Epic

Fury"  against  Iran.  While  U.S.  President

Donald Trump signaled a potential conclusion

to active hostilities, markets remained jittery

due to the continued blockade of the Strait of

Hormuz, through which 20% of the world's oil

flows.  Brent  crude  prices  experienced

unprecedented intra-day swings, peaking near

$120 before retracing to $90, reflecting deep

uncertainty regarding Iranian regime stability

and  the  threat  of  asymmetric  retaliation

against global energy infrastructure.

Domestically,  Poland  is  mired  in  a

fundamental  governance  crisis  regarding

national  security  funding.  The  Tusk

administration’s  reliance  on  the  EU-backed

"SAFE"  program—a  low-interest  loan  of

approximately  200  billion  PLN—is  facing  an

imminent  veto from  President  Karol

Nawrocki. In its place, the President and NBP

Governor  Adam  Glapiński  have  proposed

"SAFE 0%," a project allegedly funded by NBP

reserves  and  gold  revaluation.  Government

officials  have  dismissed  this  as  "creative

accounting" and a political "alibi" designed to

prevent  the  administration  from  claiming  a

massive  investment  success.  This  deadlock

directly  impacts the domestic arms industry,

with  major  entities  like  Huta  Stalowa  Wola

and  Cegielski  waiting  for  modernization

capital amidst a hot war on Poland's eastern

border  and escalating  threats  in  the  Middle

East.

Social  stability  is  further  challenged  by  a

ransomware attack on the Szczecin Provincial

Hospital,  forcing  a  return  to  paper-based

operations  and  highlighting  critical

vulnerabilities  in  healthcare  infrastructure.

Simultaneously,  the  rise  of  AI-generated

"deepfakes" has moved from schools to public

figures,  as  seen  in  the  case  of  a  prominent

Poznań  teacher,  while  legislative  efforts  to

regulate  digital  platforms  (DSA)  remain

stalled by presidential vetoes. These disparate

events underscore a trend where institutional

friction between the "Small Palace" (Chancery

of the Prime Minister) and the "Large Palace"

(Chancery  of  the  President)  is  increasingly

compromising the state's capacity to respond

to both digital and kinetic threats.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation "Epic Fury" and the Hormuz

Crisis 

U.S.  and  Israeli  forces  have  reportedly

destroyed  80-90% of  Iran’s  ballistic

missile and drone launch capabilities, yet

the Strait of Hormuz remains blocked by

Iranian naval threats and high insurance

premiums. 

A controversial U.S. Tomahawk strike on

a  school  in  Minab killed  175-180

civilians,  mostly  girls;  President  Trump

has expressed a willingness to "live with"

the consequences of the investigation. 

Mostaba  Khamenei  has  been  named

Supreme  Leader,  signaling  a  hardline

entrenchment of  the  Revolutionary

Guard  (IRGC)  despite  U.S.  efforts  to

force a regime collapse. 

The  Polish  Defense  Funding  Impasse

(SAFE vs. SAFE 0%) 

President Nawrocki  is  expected to veto

the  EU  SAFE  implementation  bill,

proposing  a  domestic  alternative using

NBP profits  that  currently  do  not  exist

due to recorded losses. 

Minister  of  Defense  Kosiniak-Kamysz

warns  that  a  veto  will  delay  critical

infrastructure projects,  including  the

"San"  anti-drone  system  and  border

protection upgrades. 

NBP Governor Glapiński faces intensified

calls  for  a  Tribunal  of  State trial  for

alleged  political  involvement  and

"printing  money"  through  accounting

tricks. 

Global Energy Realignment 

The U.S. has granted a 30-day sanction

waiver on Russian oil to stabilize global

markets, a move praised by the Kremlin

but  criticized  as  a  blow  to  Ukrainian

interests. 

The UK reports a critical gas shortage,

with  two  days  of  reserves remaining,

highlighting the fragility of "just-in-time"

energy  models  during  maritime

blockades. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  &  Market  Volatility The

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has forced

Orlen  to  slash  retail  margins to  zero  to

prevent  domestic  prices  from  exceeding  8

PLN  per  liter.  While  the  government

maintains that 90-day reserves are secure, the

"fuel tourism" of German drivers into Poland

is straining border station supplies. 

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The

relationship between Prime Minister Tusk and

President  Nawrocki  has  reached  a  historic

nadir over the SAFE program. The use of the

NBP  as  a  political  tool  to  provide  the

President with a "SAFE 0%" alibi is seen by

analysts  as  an  erosion  of  central  bank

independence and  a  maneuver  to  court

Skrajna Prawica (far-right) voters. 

Cybersecurity  &  Digital  Sovereignty The

ransomware attack on the Szczecin Provincial

Hospital illustrates  the  "asymmetric"  nature

of  modern  conflict,  where  infrastructure  is

targeted  to  cause  social  chaos.  Meanwhile,

the  proliferation  of  AI  deepfakes remains

legally  unaddressed  due  to  the  Presidential

veto  of  the  Digital  Services  Act  (DSA)

implementation,  which  Nawrocki  claims

would introduce "preventive censorship."
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National  Security  Architecture The

Ministry  of  Defense  announced  new  rocket

units in  Gostynin  and  Łowicz,  while  Dutch

troops  have  taken  over  Patriot  missile

batteries in  Rzeszów-Jasionka.  These  moves

indicate  a  transition  toward  a  permanent,

multi-national NATO presence on the Eastern

Flank,  though  funding  for  the  necessary

hangars and maintenance remains tied up in

the SAFE legislative fight. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Polish government is currently navigating

a  period  of  intense  legislative  friction,  with

the  President  utilizing  his  veto  power  as  a

primary  tool  of  opposition  against  EU-

integrated  policies.  Key  debates  focus  on

defense  financing  mechanisms  and  the

regulation of the digital space.

EU SAFE Implementation Act: Currently

on  the  President's  desk.  It  would  allow

Poland to borrow ~200B PLN from the EU

at 3% interest for defense. Facing a likely

veto. 

Polish Defense Investment Fund (SAFE

0%): A  presidential  bill submitted  to  the

Sejm. It proposes funding the military using

NBP  profits  and  gold  revaluation.  Critics

argue  it  violates  Article  220 of  the

Constitution regarding the financing of the

budget deficit. 

Digital  Services  Act  (DSA)

Implementation: Vetoed by the President

in  January;  the  government  continues  to

press for its return to address the rise of

AI-driven harassment and disinformation. 

Tobacco  and  E-cigarette  Amendment:

The government adopted a project to ban

disposable  electronic  cigarettes  and

flavored nicotine pouches. 

Animal  Welfare  ("Chain")  Law:

Mentioned as previously vetoed, with new

negotiations sought by the Sejm leadership

to find a compromise with the Palace. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Tusk-Nawrocki-Glapiński  Meeting: A

high-tension  summit at  the  Presidential

Palace  regarding  defense  funding.  Tusk

concluded  the  meeting  by  calling  the

President’s proposal "SAFE 0 PLN." 

Trump  "Miami"  Briefing: Trump

threatened  "20  times  stronger" strikes  if

Hormuz isn't reopened, while signaling he

wants the war to end this week. 

NBP  Press  Conference: Governor

Glapiński defended the "SAFE 0%" plan but

admitted no details had been presented to

the government before the summit. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Financial

Institutions A dangerous trend has emerged

where the National Bank of Poland (NBP) is

being  utilized  as  a  political  shield for  the

Presidency.  The  "SAFE  0%"  proposal

represents  an  attempt  to  bypass  traditional

budget  constraints  and  EU  oversight  by

leveraging  central  bank  assets.  Economists

warn that "realizing profits" on gold through

buy-back  schemes is  effectively  printing

money, which will likely trigger a second wave

of  inflation in  2027.  This  signifies  a  shift

where monetary policy is becoming secondary

to partisan survival strategies. 

Strategic  Decoupling  and  Alliances The

U.S.  decision  to  waive  Russian  oil  sanctions

for 30 days, coupled with President Trump’s

"America  First"  rhetoric  regarding  the  Iran

conflict,  suggests  a  fragmentation  of  the

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_100000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_100000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_142200_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_235300_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_001300_Bez_retuszu
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_204500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_230000_Serwis_info_wieczor
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_064500_Gosc_poranka
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_051500_Info_Poranek
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_060500_Polska_o_poranku
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_140000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_204500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_220000_Panorama_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_060000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_211000_Oko_na_swiat
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_213000_Program_informacyjny
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_051300_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_080000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_235300_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_093000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_080000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_080000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_064500_Gosc_poranka
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_070000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260310_010000_Oko_na_swiat


Western  response.  While  the  EU  seeks  to

build  autonomous  defense  capabilities

through  programs  like  SAFE,  the  Polish

opposition’s  preference  for  U.S.-only

equipment creates a rift in European security

architecture. The visit of King Carl XVI Gustaf

of  Sweden  highlights  the  growing  Baltic-

Nordic alliance as a necessary counterbalance

to potential U.S. isolationism. 

AI and the Erosion of Truth The "deepfake"

attack on Agnieszka Jankowiak and the use of

AI-generated videos of bombings in Dubai to

incite panic show that the digital battlefield is

now fully integrated into daily life. The lack of

a  legal  framework  (DSA)  due  to  domestic

political feuding leaves the public unprotected

against  AI-driven  psychological  operations.

This trend suggests that social order may be

compromised  by  digital  disinformation  as

much as by physical attacks. 

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Expect a formal veto of the EU SAFE bill

by March 20. The government will likely

trigger its  "Plan B,"  which may involve

shifting  funds  from  the  Armed  Forces

Support Fund (FWSZ) without a new law,

risking further legal warfare. 

Fuel  prices  will  stabilize  around

7.50-8.00  PLN as  Orlen  absorbs  short-

term  margin  losses,  but  long-term

sustainability is low. 

The IRGC in Iran may attempt a "swarm"

attack on regional tankers to prove that

U.S.  claims  of  90%  destruction  are

premature. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

The NBP Governor may be suspended as

the Tribunal of State process advances,

leading  to  a  constitutional  crisis  over

central bank leadership. 

Defense  contracts  for  the  Borsuk  IFV

and Krab howitzers may see delays if the

SAFE funding is not resolved, leading to

labor  unrest  in  Poznań  and  Stalowa

Wola. 

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

A structural shift toward European-only

procurement will cause friction with the

U.S. defense industry if SAFE conditions

are strictly enforced. 

The  Polish-Swedish  naval  partnership

will  become  the  cornerstone  of  Baltic

security  as  both  nations  procure  new

submarines and missile systems. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security:  NATO  must  prioritize  anti-

drone  and  anti-missile  architecture in

the  Mediterranean  and  Black  Sea,  as

Iranian  proxies  are  expanding  their

strike  radius  to  target  NATO members

like Turkey. 

Diplomatic:  Pressure  should  be  applied

to  both  the  Polish  Presidency  and

Government  to  find  a  non-partisan

mechanism for defense funding to avoid

signaling  "Eastern  Flank  fragility"  to

Moscow. 

Economic:  Global  energy  coordination

must move beyond "just-in-time" models

toward  regional  strategic  reserves to

mitigate  the  impact  of  Hormuz-style

blockades. 
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For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chains:  Manufacturers  should

anticipate  significant  spikes  in  logistics

costs due  to  fuel  price  volatility  and

should  consider  hedging  against  a

sustained >$100 oil environment. 

Regulatory:  Companies  in  the  tech

sector should prepare for a legal vacuum

in  Poland  regarding  AI  liability  and

digital safety as the DSA remains stalled.

Investment:  The  Polish  defense  sector

remains  a  high-growth  opportunity,  but

capital flow is currently tied to political

risk;  investors  should  favor  joint

ventures with European firms to qualify

for EU SAFE funding. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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◦ 

◦ 

◦ 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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