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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND
MILITARY ALLIANCES FRACTURE AS
THE UNITED STATES PURSUES
DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH
IRAN WHILE SEEKING A
DIPLOMATIC OPENING WITH
RUSSIA ON UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 10, 2026, was defined by a high-stakes,
one-hour telephone conversation between
Russian President Vladimir Putin and U.S.
President Donald Trump, signaling a potential
shift in the geopolitical architecture. The call,
initiated by the White House, addressed the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine, the escalating
military situation in Iran, and the crisis in
Venezuela. While the Kremlin emphasized
Russian military success on the front lines as
a driving factor for future negotiations, Trump
reportedly provided his assessment of the
"American-Israeli operation" in the Middle
East, highlighting a disjointed global security
landscape where the U.S. is simultaneously
seeking de-escalation in Europe and
escalation in the Persian Gulf.

The energy sector is in a state of extreme
volatility as the conflict in the Middle East

threatens the Strait of Hormuz, a choke point
for 20% of the world's oil. Brent crude prices
fluctuated wildly, dropping from $120 to $88
following Trump’s verbal interventions and
claims of an ‘'early victory" over Iran.
However, Russian analysts and Iranian
officials remain skeptical of these claims,
citing the high attrition rate of U.S. air
defense systems and the resilience of Iranian
asymmetric warfare capabilities.
Concurrently, Russia is positioning itself as
the sole reliable energy supplier to the
"Global East," while threatening to completely
halt oil and gas supplies to wunfriendly
European nations.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Trump-Putin Diplomatic Re-
engagement: Trump initiated a
comprehensive call to discuss "honest and
constructive" paths forward.

o Trump provided updates on the U.S.-
Israeli campaign against Iran, claiming
significant destruction of Iranian missile
and drone potential.

o Putin emphasized that Russian advances
on the contact line are the primary
catalyst for forcing Kiev toward a
negotiated settlement.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260310_043000

* Escalation in the Persian Gulf: A direct
military confrontation is unfolding with
significant naval and air losses.

o Trump claimed that 46 Iranian ships
have been sunk and the war is
"practically over," yet Iran’s IRGC
countered that they are prepared for a

ten-year war.

o U.S. air defenses, specifically THAAD
and Patriot systems, are reportedly
struggling with production bottlenecks
and high-intensity saturation attacks
from low-cost drones.

* The Slavyansk-Pokrovske Offensive:
Russian forces are executing a tactical
"pincer" movement in the Donbass and
Dnieper regions.

o Units of the Vostok group are enveloping
Pokrovske in the Dnepropetrovsk region,
targeting a critical logistical hub for the
AFU.

o Russian forces are utilizing advanced
fiber-optic drones to bypass electronic

warfare systems in the Sumy and

Donetsk sectors.

* European Energy and Political
Fracture: Tensions are rising between
Brussels and the Hungary-Slovakia bloc
over Ukraine's transit policies.

o Hungary and Slovakia are demanding
that the European Commission force
Kiev to resume oil transit via the
Druzhba pipeline.

o A major scandal emerged involving the
seizure of millions in cash and gold by
Hungarian authorities, allegedly
destined for the Ukrainian regime or
Hungarian opposition.

* Nordic Nuclear Militarization: Finland is
moving toward amending its laws to allow
the transit and placement of nuclear
weapons.

o In response, Russia has reinforced the
Leningrad Military District with
Iskander-M  systems and Kinzhal-
carrying aircraft.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: Global supply chains are
warping under the pressure of the Hormuz
blockade and Russian "pivots" to Asia.

* The UK reportedly has only two days of gas

reserves, highlighting the failure of
European energy storage policies.

* Russia is leveraging the "shadow fleet" of
tankers to bypass G7 price caps, with major
hubs emerging in Indonesia and Georgia.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty:
The war in Ukraine has evolved into a "war of
drones," necessitating new communication
protocols.

* The deployment of fiber-optic drones

represents a significant leap in overcoming
signal jamming, creating a "zero-EW"
environment on the battlefield.

* U.S. reliance on automated AI analysis for

naval warfare is being criticized as
insufficient against asymmetric "swarming"
tactics.

National Security & Counter-Terrorism:
The FSB celebrated 20 years of the National
Anti-Terrorism Committee, reporting the
prevention of over 1,000 terrorist acts.

Critical Infrastructure: Russia warns of
Ukrainian "energy terrorism" targeting the
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TurkStream and Blue Stream gas pipelines
with alleged Western intelligence support.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative centered on the
militarization of the Arctic and the legal
framework for energy sanctions in Europe.

activity

* FINNISH ATOMIC ENERGY ACT
AMENDMENTS: Proposals to allow the
transit of nuclear weapons through
Finland, intended to align with NATO
nuclear planning.

*«EU 20TH SANCTIONS PACKAGE:
Implementation of new certifications of

origin for oil products to prevent Russian
crude from entering the EU via third

parties.

* RUSSIAN MILITARY
REORGANIZATION: Formalization of the
Leningrad Military District as a permanent

counter-balance to NATO’s northern
expansion.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Attrition of the U.S. Military-

Industrial Complex: A recurring theme is
the perceived failure of the U.S. "high-tech"
approach to warfare. Reports suggest that
U.S. defense contractors like Lockheed Martin
and Boeing are prioritizing stock buybacks
over production capacity. This has led to a
situation where the U.S. cannot replenish
THAAD missiles fast enough to counter low-
cost Iranian munitions. The "Millennium

Challenge" war games of 2002 are cited as a
prophetic warning of U.S. naval vulnerability
to asymmetric "swarm" attacks in the Persian
Gulf.

Social Instability and Anti-War
Sentiments in Europe: Significant attention
is paid to a growing "generational divide" in
the West. In Germany, thousands of school
children protested against the "militarization"
of the country and the potential for a forced
draft. Analysts suggest these movements are

organic reactions to an "indifferent" political

elite that has prioritized ideology over

economic stability and energy security.

The "Heroic Narrative" of the Russian
Soldier: State media is heavily promoting
stories of extreme resilience to maintain
domestic morale. The case of a soldier who
held a position alone for 68 days under
constant drone attack, resulting in the
amputation of both feet, is being used to
contrast the "strong spirit" of the Russian
infantry against "foreign mercenaries" who
reportedly hide in civilian facilities like
pioneer camps.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
oil price volatility as Trump continues to use
"verbal interventions" to influence markets.
The offensive on Slavyansk and Kramatorsk
will likely intensify as Russia seeks to secure
high-ground positions before the spring thaw
makes river crossings difficult.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The EU may
face a leadership crisis as Hungary and
Slovakia escalate legal warfare against the
European Commission over energy
sovereignty. The U.S. may be forced to
redeploy Patriot and THAAD batteries from
the Pacific or Eastern Europe to the Middle
East, creating security vacuums in other
theaters.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
toward a "multipolar energy model" is likely,
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with the BRICS bloc establishing its own
security architecture in the Persian Gulf,
potentially displacing the U.S. as the primary
regional power broker. Advanced Russian
nuclear technologies, such as the Burevestnik
and Poseidon, will reach full operational
deployment, fundamentally altering global
nuclear deterrence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The U.S.-Russia dialogue via the Trump-
Putin channel represents the most viable
path to a ceasefire in Ukraine, but it hinges
on U.S. willingness to accept Russian
territorial gains.

Stability in the Middle East is now tied to
Iranian willingness to negotiate, which is
currently low due to perceptions of U.S.
military "fanaticism."

* European states must choose between
Atlanticist loyalty and "pragmatic" energy
deals with Moscow to avoid industrial
collapse.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Sector: Diversify away from
Middle Eastern transit routes; the Northern
Sea Route and land-based pipelines
(Siberia-China) are becoming lower-risk
alternatives.

* Defense Industry: Investment in counter-
drone technology and fiber-optic

communication systems is critical as
traditional EW becomes obsolete.

* Logistics: Prepare for "Sanctions 2.0"
where the EU targets the shadow fleet,
potentially impacting port operations in
Georgia, the Mediterranean, and Southeast
Asia.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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