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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,
and Iran has entered its twelfth day, marked
by a critical shift from leadership decapitation
to the systematic destruction of security and
economic infrastructure. Following the
confirmed death of Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei and his top military command in
the initial strikes, the regime has transitioned
to a "survival mode" led by the IRGC. While
Mojtaba Khamenei has been named the third
Supreme Leader, he remains unseen in public,
with reports suggesting he was wounded in
the opening wave of the war. This absence of
visible leadership has fueled domestic rumors
and a psychological sense of abandonment
among the citizenry, even as the internal
security apparatus intensifies its threats of
lethal force against any sign of civil unrest.

On the international stage, the Islamic
Republic has reached a point of
unprecedented isolation. The UN Security

Council passed a resolution condemning

Iranian missile and drone attacks on its
neighbors, notably seeing both Russia and
China abandon their traditional veto support
in favor of abstentions. This diplomatic shift
occurs as the war at sea escalates; the US
claims to have neutralized Iranian mine-laying
capabilities in the Strait of Hormuz, while
global energy markets struggle with extreme
volatility. The day’s developments indicate a
convergence of tactical military success for
the US-Israeli coalition and a looming
humanitarian and governance catastrophe for
the Iranian state, which appears to be
devolving into a "failed state" where basic
services like electricity, fuel, and food
distribution are collapsing.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Leadership Vacuum and Wounded

Succession

* Mojtaba Khamenei has been officially
chosen as the new leader but remains
hospitalized and unable to speak due to
injuries sustained in the initial US-Israeli
strikes that killed his father and most of the
military high command.

* Top military figures including the IRGC
Commander Mohammad Pakpour, the
Defense Minister, and the Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces were ceremonially buried
today in  Tehran, confirming  the
decapitation of the previous military
hierarchy.

* The IRGC continues to exercise control via
an "emergency power coalition," though
institutional cohesion is fraying as regional
commands appear to be acting with
increased autonomy.
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Escalation of Maritime Warfare and
Energy Shock

The US military reported the destruction of
16-28 Iranian vessels allegedly engaged in
mine-laying operations near the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran has successfully damaged at least
three commercial tankers in the region,
leading the IEA to authorize the release of
400 million barrels of oil from strategic
reserves to stabilize global prices.

Iranian officials have threatened to drive oil

prices to $200 per barrel as their primary

leverage to force a ceasefire.

Systemic Infrastructure Attrition

Regional

Coalition strikes have moved beyond purely
military targets to economic and dual-use
infrastructure, including the Bank Sepah
headquarters in Tehran and fuel storage
facilities in Kerman and Karaj.

The Bushehr Martyrs of the Persian Gulf
Hospital was reportedly taken out of
service due to collateral damage from
nearby missile impacts.

Internet connectivity remains restricted to
a government "white list" for loyalists,
effectively plunging the general population
into a total information blackout.

Contagion and Diplomatic

Isolation

Iranian proxies and direct forces have

k n oil facility in Salalah, Oman, a
country that had previously acted as a
primary mediator between Tehran and
Washington.

e The

UN Security Council passed a
resolution condemning Iran's regional
aggression with 13 votes in favor; the lack
of a Russian or Chinese veto signals a
significant erosion of the regime's
international protection.

e Bahrain has relocated its civil aviation fleet

to Saudi Arabia due to the frequency of
Iranian missile barrages.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

* The transition to Mojtaba Khamenei is

perceived as a

IRGC rule. His inability to appear in public
has created a crisis of legitimacy, as he
possesses neither religious credentials nor
a track record of administrative
governance.

* The "Emergency Council" is prioritizing

survival over state functions, leading to

breakdowns in food and fuel supply chains.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

e Police Chief Ahmad-Reza Radan has

declared that protesters will be treated as

'enemies" and dealt with accordingly,
indicating that the state views its own
population as a secondary front in the war.

Internal security forces have arrested

individuals for filming missile impact sites,
characterizing the act as collaborating with
the enemy.

Martial law is effectively in place, with

nightly TRGC patrols in Tehran alxe

(neighborhoods) aiming to prevent a repeat
of the January "Dey month" protests.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260311_183000

Digital Sovereignty & Cybersecurity

* Government authorities have shifted the
internet from a public right to an "earned
privilege" for trusted actors, maintaining
connectivity only for propaganda efforts.

* Independent researchers indicate that
Iranian internet traffic has fallen to below
1% of its yearly average.

* There is increasing reliance on limited
Starlink access for high-risk reporting from
within the country.

Energy Security & Global Markets

e The war has moved toward a "war of
attrition" against oil infrastructure. While
Saudi and UAE pipelines can bypass the
Strait of Hormuz to some extent, the
closure of the waterway affects 20% of
global oil transit.

* The risk of global agricultural impact is
rising, as the region produces one-fourth of
the world's chemical fertilizers, the
disruption of which could lead to global
food price hikes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The diplomatic theater shifted to the UN
Security Council today, where competing
visions for the end of the conflict were
presented through formal draft resolutions.

* UNSC Resolution 287 (2026): Proposed
by Bahrain and supported by the GCC and
Jordan, this resolution formally condemns
Iranian missile and drone attacks on

neighboring

countries and demands an immediate
cessation of maritime mining. It passed
with 13 votes in favor and 2 abstentions

(Russia/China).

civilian infrastructure in

* Russian Counter-Proposal: A draft
resolution calling for an immediate
ceasefire by all parties and a return to
negotiations. The resolution failed to reach
the required 9 votes, receiving only 4
positive votes and being criticized by
Western members for failing to assign
responsibility for the initial escalation.

* Domestic "Espionage" Decree: Iranian
judicial authorities have reaffirmed that

sending images or videos of the conflict to

foreign media is a capital offense
punishable by death.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of "Failed State" Symptoms

Experts are warning that Iran is rapidly
approaching a "governan hreshold" where
the state loses the ability to deliver basic
services. Unlike previous wars (WWI, WWII,
Iran-Iraq), the modern urbanized Iranian
middle class is entirely dependent on a
complex, centralized infrastructure for
electricity, water, and food. The destruction of
power and fuel hubs is not just a military
setback; it is a catalyst for the total collapse of
the social contract. If the regime survives the
war but remains under total sanctions with a
shattered infrastructure, it risks becoming a
"failed state" similar to the 1990s-era Iraq
under the "Oil-for-Food" sanctions regime, but

with a higher risk of territorial fragmentation.

The "Mojtaba
Paramilitary Rule

Paradox" and IRGC

The naming of Mojtaba Khamenei appears to
be a desperate attempt at continuity that has
backfired. Because the state publicized his
injuries as "martyrdom-adjacent" (Janbaz of
the Ramadan War), they have boxed
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themselves into a corner where they cannot
explain his continued silence without
appearing weak. In this vacuum, the IRGC has
transitioned from being a state military to a
governing mafia, using purely ideological and
coercive discourse to maintain order rather
than the rational-legal arguments seen in the
early days of the conflict.

The Abandonment by Traditional Allies

The UNSC abstentions by Russia and China
represent a strategic recalibration. Russia,
while benefiting from the distraction of the
Ukraine war and rising oil prices, is unwilling
to risk its relationship with the GCC states or
its delicate communication with the Trump
administration to save a regime it views as
already lost. China’s prioritization of GCC
stability over Iranian survival suggests that
Beijing has already begun planning for a post-
Islamic Republic regional order where its
energy needs are secured by the Arab
monarchies rather than a destabilized Iran.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a surge in asymmetric attacks on

regional infrastructure as the IRGC tries to
reclaim leverage before its
stockpiles are further depleted.

missile

* The pressure for a Mojtaba Khamenei
"proof of life" will reach a breaking point;
his continued absence will likely lead to
localized IRGC mutinies or power struggles
among elite factions.

* US and Israeli forces may shift toward
ground incursions on specific high-value
sites (like the 400kg enriched uranium
stockpile) if they believe the regime is on
the verge of collapse.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e [ran's economy will likely move from

recession to total stagnation as the lack of

refined fuel prevents the transport of food
and medicine.

International mediators (possibly including
Turkey or a reformulated UN mission) will
attempt to negotiate a "managed
surrender" or transition, though the IRGC’s
"survival-at-all-costs" mentality remains a
major obstacle.

The 2026 World Cup will proceed without
Iran, serving as a cultural marker of the
nation' riah

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The conflict is likely to result in a

fundamental redrawing of the regional

security architecture, with a significantly
weakened or partitioned Iran.

* Recovery of the Iranian infrastructure will
require a "Marshall Plan" scale investment
that is only possible under total regime
change and the lifting of all sanctions.

* The "normalization" of high-tech precision
decapitation strikes as a tool of warfare will

alter global military doctrines.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Immediate focus must remain on

securing the Strait of Hormuz to prevent a

catastrophic mine-related blockage that
could stall the global recovery.
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* Diplomatic: Engagement with Russia and
China should be maintained to ensure their
continued neutrality at the UNSC, isolating
the IRGC from its last remaining great-
power shields.

* Humanitarian: Planning for large-scale
refugee flows into Turkey and Iraq is
essential as the urban infrastructure in Iran
fails.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Companies dependent on
regional fertilizer or petrochemicals should
accelerate the diversification of their
suppliers to mitigate the impact of
prolonged facility outages in the Gulf.

* Risk Management: Banking and tech firms
in the GCC must harden physical and cyber
security as they have been designated as
"legitimate targets" by the IRGC.

* Energy: Expect extreme  short-term
volatility in  o0il prices driven by
psychological factors and misinformation,
requiring robust hedging strategies.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

Gemini 3 to deeply examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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