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LITHUANIA COMMEMORATES
INDEPENDENCE UNDER THE
SHADOW OF A GLOBAL ENERGY
SHOCK AND ESCALATING
MARITIME CONFLICT IN THE
PERSIAN GULF

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 11, 2026, marks the 36th anniversary
of Lithuania’s restoration of independence, an
event celebrated amidst a convergence of
severe geopolitical and domestic crises. While
national ceremonies emphasized the historical
legacy of the partisan resistance and the 1990
declaration, the day’s agenda was dominated
by a rapidly expanding conflict in the Middle
East. Under the administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump, American and Israeli
forces have intensified their bombardment of
Iran, leading to a maritime blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz. This regional war has
triggered a global energy panic, with
international analysts warning that crude
prices could reach $200 per barrel if the
blockade persists, forcing European nations to
consider drastic fuel price caps and the
release of strategic reserves.

Domestically, the Lithuanian political
establishment is navigating a significant
credibility crisis as a high-profile corruption
investigation ensnares leaders from both the
governing and opposition factions. The probe,
centered on the National Plant Service, has
led to the resignation of Conservative MP
Kazys Starkevicius and a downgrade in the
leadership role of former Prime Minister
Saulius Skvernelis. This scandal, combined
with an ongoing "balloon crisis" orchestrated
by Belarus and the logistical hurdles of
hosting the permanent German brigade, has
strained the country’s sense of security. The
presence of Moldovan President Maya Sandu
in Vilnius served as a reminder of the "gray
zones" in Eastern Europe that remain
vulnerable as Russia maintains its hybrid
warfare against the continent’s eastern flank.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Persian Gulf War and Energy
Volatility
o The U.S. Pentagon reports the
destruction of 14 Iranian naval vessels,
yet the Strait of Hormuz remains
effectively blocked by mines and ongoing
drone strikes on cargo vessels.

o Global oil markets experienced extreme
volatility, with prices dropping slightly to
$90 after Trump claimed the war would
be short, following a peak above $100
per barrel earlier in the week.

o The International Energy Agency (IEA)
has authorized the release of record oil
reserves to mitigate the impact of the
Iranian blockade on the global economy.
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* The Agrarian Service Corruption * Demographic and Existential Threats

Scandal o New projections indicate Lithuania could

o MP Kazys StarkeviCius resigned his lose one-quarter of its population within
mandate  following allegations  of the next 80 years due to a persistent
unexplained cash holdings and influence decline in the birth rate.
peddling in the agricultural sector. o Analysts warn that the erosion of trust in

o Saulius Skvernelis has stepped down as political institutions—with no single
faction leader while remaining in trusted institution left following the
parliament as the Special Investigation presidency's popularity decline—leaves
Service (STT) examines potential ties the nation vulnerable to external
between policy decisions and private subversion.

business interests.

* German Brigade Deployment Logistics KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

o German military historian Sonke Neitzel
confirms that while the permanent
brigade in Lithuania is a "word of honor"
for Berlin, there is a significant shortage
of volunteers among German soldiers to
relocate to Lithuania.

* Energy Security
o The European Commission is pivoting
back to nuclear energy, dedicating 200
million euros for the development of
small modular reactors to reduce
reliance on fossil fuel imports from

o Logistical barriers, including language volatile regions

for families and housing, persist;

however, Neitzel suggests that f ] ° L.1thuan.1an and Ger@an governments are
. .

orders will be used to fill the ranks if discussing fuel price caps to prevent

economic collapse as transport costs

voluntary recruitment fails. i
skyrocket due to the Gulf conflict.

* Moldovan Strategic Alignment

o President Maya Sandu addressed the * National Security & Security
. . . . Architecture
Lithuanian Seimas, emphasizing that ] o ] .
Moldova’s 1,200 km border with Ukraine > Lithuania is moving to establish a new
. . military  polygon in Kapciamiestis,
must not become a weak point in

though the move faces internal coalition

European security.
friction and local resistance.

o Sandu highlighted Russia's use of

. o Belarus continues to escalate tensions
historical revisionism as a weapon,
specifically citing the 1939 Molotov- using and

Ribbentrop Pact as the root of current information attacks, which Lithuanian

territorial instability in Moldova and the analysts describe as a political

Baltics spectacle" intended to portray the
Vilnius government as irrational.
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* Diplomatic Engagement
© A high-level diplomatic effort is
underway to resume peace talks
regarding Ukraine in a trilateral format
involving Washington and Moscow,
tentatively scheduled for next week.

* Corruption & Governance
o The "Nemuno AuSra" party is under
investigation for cash financing of its
political campaign, raising questions
about the transparency of the current
legislative environment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The spring session of the Lithuanian Seimas
opened under the cloud of the corruption
probe, primarily focusing on national defense
infrastructure and economic stabilization
measures. Legislative energy is split between
the urgent need for a new military training
ground and public demands for intervention in
the energy market.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

» Kapciamiestis Military Polygon Act: A
proposal to establish a new training facility
for the Lithuanian military and allied
forces. The bill is facing opposition from

coalition partners and local interest groups,

with a critical vote looming.

* Fuel Excise Tax Review: Discussions on
reducing excise taxes on fuel to mitigate
the 50% increase in gas prices caused by
the Middle East war.

* 2030 Year of Vytautas the Great: A
resolution to declare 2030 as a
commemorative year, linked to a massive
infrastructure plan for the restoration of
the Upper Castle and the search for the
remains of Grand Duke Vytautas.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Maya Sandu’s Address to the Seimas:
The Moldovan President called for unified
European resistance to Russian hybrid

threats and historical revisionism.

*» Sonke Neitzel Interview: The German
historian cautioned that while the brigade
commitment remains firm, internal German
politics regarding mandatory service are
hampering recruitment.

* Military Readiness Presser: General
Raimundas VaikSnoras admitted there are

recruitment challenges for the German
brigade but noted that Lithuanian

infrastructure for allied soldiers is ahead of
schedule.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Erosion of the Global Liberal Order
The transcripts reflect a world where
international law is being replaced by raw
power dynamics. Political  philosopher
Vytautas AliSauskas noted that for the first
time in 20 years, there are more autocracies
than democracies globally. This trend is
visible in the unilateral U.S. actions in the Gulf
and the increasing audacity of the Belarusian
and Russian regimes. In Lithuania, the
celebration of independence is tinged with the
realization that the stability of the past
decade was an anomaly, and the current era is
defined by "racing against time" to integrate
into safer structures like the EU and NATO
before the global
deteriorates.

situation further

The Paradox of Energy Independence
Despite years of effort to diversify energy
sources, Europe remains acutely vulnerable to
supply chain disruptions in the Middle East.
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The war in Iran has exposed that the "green
transition" has not yet provided the necessary
baseload security required to insulate the
economy from oil shocks. This has prompted a
hasty return to nuclear energy and a re-
evaluation of sanctions as an economic
weapon, with leaders like Macron warning
that the crisis in the Middle East must not
lead to a relaxation of pressure on Russia.

Institutional Distrust and the "Cash"
Economy The corruption scandal involving
Starkevic¢ius and Skvernelis highlights a
persistent "cash culture" within Eastern
European politics. The revelation of large
sums of cash being used to fund political
activities undermines the state's efforts to
project itself as a modern, transparent Euro-
Atlantic partner. This internal decay is
identified as a str ic vulnerability, as a
population that does not trust its leaders is
less likely to show resolve during a national
security crisis.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
fuel price volatility at the pump. If the Strait
of Hormuz is not cleared, short-term rationing
or state-mandated price caps in Lithuania and
Germany are highly probable. The corruption
probe in the Seimas will likely lead to further
resignations as the STT expands its
investigation into agricultural subsidies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The German
government will likely be forced to issue
compulsory deployment orders to fulfill the
brigade requirements in Lithuania, potentially
causing friction within the Bundeswehr.
Construction of the Rudninkai military
campus will accelerate to prove Lithuania's
readiness to host these troops.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Lithuania will likely
face a structural budget crisis as it attempts
to maintain high defense spending while
managing the economic fallout of the energy
crisis and a shrinking taxpayer base. The push
for nuclear energy development in the EU will
become a central pillar of regional industrial

policy to prevent future geopolitical blackmail
via fossil fuel markets.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Prioritize the protectio of maritime
corridors as a prerequisite for global
economic stability; the Hormuz blockade
proves that land-based defense is
insufficient without naval security.

Accelerate Moldova's EU integration to
prevent it from becoming a permanent gray
zone that Russia can exploit during broader
European distractions.

Establish  standardized anti-corruption
protocols for political party financing to
counter the illicit cash flows that are
currently destabilizing Eastern European
governance.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Hedging: Investors should expect
sustained high energy costs and invest in
supply chain alternatives that bypass the
Persian Gulf.

* Lithuanian Defense Industry: The
establishment of new polygons and the
arrival of the German brigade present
significant infrastructure and
opportunities in the Rudninkai and
Kapciamiestis regions.

service
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* Compliance Risks: Enhanced scrutiny of
Lithuanian agricultural and logistics
sectors is expected following the corruption
probe; firms should audit local partnerships
for political exposure.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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