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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 11, 2026, marks the 12th day of a full-
scale conflict between Iran and the combined
forces of the United States and Israel.
Following the assassination of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and members of his
family, the Iranian state has executed a rapid
and stable leadership transition, appointing
his son, Ayatollah Sayyid Mustafa (Mujtaba)
Khamenei, as the new leader. This transition
appears to have backfired on US strategic
goals of regime change, as millions have
reportedly taken to the streets in shows of
solidarity, and the regime's internal cohesion
has remained intact  despite heavy
bombardment of its political and military
infrastructure.

Militarily, the conflict has entered a phase of
severe attrition and regional expansion. Iran
has launched "Operation True Promise 4,"
involving 39 waves of missile strikes
characterized by increasingly heavy
warheads, with the IRGC now deploying

missiles with warheads exceeding two tons. In

response, the US and Israel are facing critical

shortages of interceptor missiles (Patriot and
THAAD systems), necessitating the

withdrawal of defense assets from the Pacific
and South Korea. Simultaneously, the
Lebanese Resistance (Hezbollah) has re-
entered the conflict with massive salvos
against northern Israel, prompting retaliatory
carpet-bombing of the southern suburbs of
Beirut.

The global economic consequences have
reached catastrophic levels. The effective
closure of the Strait of Hormuz to US and
Israeli-linked vessels has forced major energy
producers like Qatar, Kuwait, and Iraq to
declare Force Majeure on exports. Oil prices
are hovering near $120 per barrel with
predictions of $200 per barrel if hostilities
persist. This energy shock is triggering a
global impacting
European and Asian markets, while the G7
has taken the unprecedented step of
authorizing the release of 400 million barrels
of oil from reserves to stabilize the market.

recession, particularly

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran’s Generational Leadership

Succession

e The 88-member Assembly of Experts,
despite being a target of US/Israeli strikes,
has successfully elected Ayatollah Sayyid
Mujtaba Khamenei as Supreme Leader,
ensuring institutional continuity.

* Public sentiment in Iran has shifted from
potential unrest to unified revolutionary
fervor, with the assassination of the former
leader serving as a catalyst for national
mobilization rather than collapse.
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Escalation of Operation True Promise 4 KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e The IRGC has escalated its missile Succession & Stability

campaign to its 39th wave, specifically

targeting US regional bases in Bahrain, * The appointment of Mujtaba Khamenei
Kuwait, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia. represents a generational shift in the

Islamic Republic, potentially leading to a
more aggressive defensive posture as the

 Iran has shifted its targeting parameters to

include nomi

retaliation for the bombing of Iranian new lgadgr seeks to avenge his family’s
financial  institutions and  civilian assassination.

infrastructure. * Despite US claims of imminent collapse,

« IRGC Navy commanders claim the US Navy Iranian statf: organs continue to function
has withdrawn its aircraft carriers beyond through eight layers of redundant

700 kilometers from Iranian shores to avoid command and control structures.

sinking operations.

Al & Cybersecurity

Global E Di ti d Blockad
obal tnergy Lisruption an ockade * The "Handalla" hacking group has claimed

« The Strait of Hormuz is under effective a massive breach of Striker Corporation, an
entity allegedly linked to the US-Israeli
defense lobby, wiping 200,000 systems.

Iranian naval control, with Iran vowing that
"not a single liter" of oil will transit for the

benefit of the US and its allies. * Accusations have surfaced that US
. Qatar, Kuwait, and Iraq have reduced targeteers are using Al to select targets,
output and declared force majeure due to leading to the "double tap" strike on a girls'

school in southern Iran that killed 170
children.

the inability to secure shipping insurance
and safe passage.

US/Israeli Interceptor Crisis Energy Security
« Reports indicate the US is running * The IEA's record-breaking release of 400

dangerously low on PAC-3 Patriot and SM-3 million barrels indicates the depth of the
energy crisis and the failure of diplomatic

efforts to keep shipping lanes open.

missiles, forcing a drawdown from the
Pacific theater.

e Israeli air defenses are rationing * The disruption of LNG from Qatar is
interceptor _missiles, allowing heavier creating a liquidity and heating crisis in

Europe, doubling gasoline prices in the UK
within one week.

Iranian warheads to hit targets including
the Ministry of War in Bat Yam and

Netanyahu's private residence. Strategic Alignment & Bloc Politics

* The conflict has exposed a rift in US-GCC
relations, as Gulf states find that hosting
US bases invites Iranian retaliation without
guaranteed US protection.
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* Russia and China are positioned as major
beneficiaries, with Russia providing a
stable energy alternative and China acting
as a potential mediator to offer the US an
"off-ramp."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Discussion focused on the legality of war
powers and international sanctions. The UN
Security Council and European Union have
moved to penalize Iran, while internal US
dissent focuses on the circumvention of
Congressional war powers by the Trump
administration.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: UN
Security Council Resolution (GCC-
sponsored): Demands an immediate end to
Iranian attacks on Persian Gulf nations;
approved with 13 votes, but its legitimacy
is challenged by Iran as it ignores the use
of GCC soil by US forces.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: EU
Sanctions Package: Imposes  new
sanctions on 19 Iranian officials and firms
over human rights allegations; dismissed by
Tehran as "illegal and immoral" complicity
in US aggression.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: US
Congressional Briefing: Senator Chris
Murphy and Congressman Jason Crow
noted that the justification for the war
shifts hourly between regime change and
"imminent threats," with Crow warning the
military lacks the munitions to sustain the
current pace.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Axios
Interview with Donald Trump: The
President claimed the war is "far ahead of
schedule" and there is nothing left to target
in Iran, a statement contradicted by
continued IRGC missile launches.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of the "Decapitation” Strategy

The primary strategic narrative of the day is
the failure of the US "decapitation" strike.
Analysts point out that the assassination of
the Supreme Leader was intended to create a
power vacuum and spark a popular uprising.
Instead, the Iranian constitutional system
demonstrated resilience, and the public has
rallied around the martyrdom of the
Khamenei family. The "Shock and Awe"
approach used in previous conflicts has failed
to account for Iran's redundant leadership

layers and deep-rooted ideological
commitment to the Islamic Republic's
survival.

Asymmetric Dominance and Air Defense
Attrition

A critical theme is the shifting math of
regional defense. Iran’s use of relatively
inexpensive drones and older missiles to

1 high- Israeli inter r
has rendered the "Golden Dome" and Patriot
batteries permeable. This has allowed newer,
heavy warheads to hit sensitive targets. The
US is now stripping its Pacific stockpiles,
potentially creating a strategic window for
other adversaries like China in the First Island
Chain.

The Collapse of the US "Security
Umbrella" in the Gulf
A significant trend is the increasing

desperation of GCC monarchies. While these
nations have traditionally relied on the US for
security, the current war has shown that the
presence of US bases makes them legitimate

targets for Iran. Iran's strategy of warning
regional neighbors to "stay 1 kilometer away"
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from US/Israeli assets has effectively forced a
reconsideration of the US military presence in
the Middle East, with several nations mulling
temporary evacuations of US personnel.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expected shift in Iranian nuclear doctrine:
With the death of the leader who issued the
fatwa against nuclear weapons, the new
council may authorize the final assembly of
warheads using Iran's 450kg stockpile of
60% enriched uranium.

* Likely total collapse of the Lebanese

economy as Israel targets national
infrastructure in an attempt to force the
Lebanese Army to disarm Hezbollah.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* A global energy-led depression is probable
if the Strait of Hormuz remains contested,

potentially leading to the use of the 25th
Amendment in the US if the war’s domestic
economic impact becomes untenable.

* Russia may move to take Odessa and
render Ukraine landlocked while the US is
militarily overextended in West Asia.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The permanent removal of US military
hegemony in the Persian Gulf as regional

states pivot toward a security architecture
guaranteed by Iran, China, and Russia.

* Potential disintegration of Israel's "edge" as
its inability to defeat a peer competitor

leads to mass exodus of its settler
population and internal political fracturing.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Diplomatic Neutrality: Nations

dependent on Persian Gulf energy should
immediately r in nden ner
corridors through Russia or Central Asia,
as the US security umbrella is currently a
liability.

Humanitarian Compliance: International
bodies must urgently address the reported
use of unconstrained Al in urban targeting
to prevent further mass casualty events in
civilian areas.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation: Urgent
engagement with the new Iranian
leadership is required to prevent a

strategic shift toward weaponization in the

wake of the previous leader's death.

For Private Sector/Investors

« Asset Relocation: Investors in Dubai,

Doha, and Manama must account for the

rmanent change in regional dynamics, as
these cities are no longer insulated from
Iranian-US hostilities.

Sovereign Debt Risk: The move by Japan
to divest from US Treasury bonds signals a
potential crisis in the US dollar's status as
a safe-haven currency during high-intensity
conflict.

Supply Chain Diversification:
Manufacturing sectors must pivot away
from reliance on LNG and oil transiting the
Strait of Hormuz, treating it as a long-term
blocked zone regardless of short-term
ceasefire rumors.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

