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CONCLUSION: The conflict has exposed severe Western limitations, accelerating a
global power shift and destabilizing the future economic and security landscape.
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THE US-ISRAEL OFFENSIVE
AGAINST IRAN HAS REACHED A 12-
DAY STALEMATE, EXPOSING
SEVERE DEFICIENCIES IN
WESTERN MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL
CAPACITY AND AIR DEFENSE WHILE
DESTABILIZING GLOBAL ENERGY
AND DIPLOMATIC ALLIANCES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

As of March 11, 2026, the war of aggression
led by the United States and Israel against
Iran and its regional allies has entered a
critical phase of attrition. Despite the launch
of Operation Lions Roar, which has targeted
nearly 10,000 civilian and military sites across
Iran and Lebanon, the Islamic Republic and
Hezbollah have maintained significant
retaliatory capabilities. The conflict has
moved beyond a localized exchange into a
systemic threat to the global economy, with
the Strait of Hormuz effectively closed and oil
prices fluctuating wildly between $85 and
$120 per Dbarrel. While the Trump
administration maintains a narrative of
imminent victory, military analysts suggest a
strategic quagmire is forming as the US

depletes its high-end munitions at an
unsustainable rate.

The day's events are defined by a convergence
of industrial exhaustion and diplomatic
fracturing. In the West, the "rules-based
order" is being openly questioned by EU
leadership as it fails to protect European
economic interests from the fallout of the
Middle Eastern conflict. Meanwhile, emerging
powers like India and China are distancing
themselves from Washington's stance, with
hina leveraging its massive 1 illion barrel
strategic oil reserve to weather the storm
while the US strategic reserve remains at
historical lows. Domestically, the US faces a
burgeoning information crisis as younger
generations defect from traditional news
outlets in favor of long-form, skeptical digital
platforms, further eroding the consensus for
continued military intervention.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Escalation of Operation Lions Roar

* The IDF and US forces intensified strikes
on Tehran, hitting residential districts and
a bank building, resulting in increasing

civilian casualties.

* Hezbollah launched over 100 rockets and
drones into northern Israel, marking the
largest attack since the start of the war and
causing civilian injuries in Israel.

* The Pentagon confirmed seven American
deaths and 140 injuries as US military
bases across the Middle East came under
Iranian and militia fire.
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2.

Failure of Western Air Defense Systems

Ballistic missile experts, including MIT
Professor Ted Postol, characterized the US
Patriot and Thaad systems as a gigantic
fraud that has failed to reliably intercept
Iranian missiles.

Iranian "next-generation" Kurramshah-4
projectiles  have  successfully eluded
interceptors, striking targets in Tel Aviv

and Haifa without warning.
US THAAD radar units in the region,
including critical assets in Qatar, have

reportedly been targeted and destroyed by
Iranian retaliation.

. Global Energy Market Destabilization

The Strait of Hormuz remains a choke point
with 20% of world oil shipments blocked;
the TEA has authorized a release of 400
million barrels of emergency stock, though

this covers only four days of global
consumption.
Saudi Arabia has activated a 36-day

contingency plan to export oil via the Red

Sea, temporarily stabilizing prices from
their peak of $117.

India’s energy security is severely
threatened as 50% of its crude and 80% of
its I.PG imports are currently stalled by the
blockade.

4. Industrial Attrition and Munitions
Depletion
* The US has reportedly used 10 years of

cruise missile production in just 10 days of
combat, highlighting a critical bottleneck in
Western capitalist military production
compared to state-oriented Iranian and
Russian facilities.

e Private sector manufacturers in the US are

cited as being incapable of expanding
production rapidly due to profit-margin

constraints and limited facility flexibility.

. Eastern Bloc Resilience and Profits

Russian energy giants Gazprom and
Rosneft have seen stock surges of 7% and
22% respectively as global energy
uncertainty makes non-Middle Eastern oil
more valuable.

China has provided material support for
Iranian missil r ion via chemical
precursors, ensuring Tehran can sustain
fire indefinitely while the US faces supply
chain failures.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Ukraine has

Energy Security

e The IMF and World Bank are expected to

rowth for due to

the "inflationary tsunami" caused by energy

wnwar

spikes.

reportedly attempted to
sabotage the TurkStream and Bl
pipelines, which supply 7% of Europe’s gas,
in a move denounced by Moscow as state
terrorism.

National Security & Industry

* The US "private-industry military model" is

criticized for bleeding the taxpayer dry

while failing to maintain the production
levels required for a sustained high-
intensity war of attrition.

The use of Al in combat targeting is being
integrated into modern warfare, with
warnings that artificial general intelligence
could make future conflicts far more
dangerous to civilian infrastructure.
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International Relations & Bloc Politics

* Romania’s SOS Party has condemned the
government’s decision to host US military
assets, arguing it turns the country into a
"frontline node" for a war Romanians do
not want.

* India is maintaining a multifaceted
diplomatic strategy, calling for a return to
dialogue while resisting US pressure to
abandon Russian oil.

* The "Israelification" of US foreign policy is
cited by analysts as the primary driver of
the conflict, with the Trump administration
allegedly acting on Israeli intelligence and
strategic goals over American national
interests.

Corruption & Lawfare

* The anniversary of the kidnapping of
Rodrigo Duterte by the ICC remains a

flashpoint for national sovereignty debates
in the Philippines.

*In Hungary, the government has

intercepted millions in gold and cash
allegedly sent by Ukraine to finance

opposition parties and destabilize the
Orban administration.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current legislative and policy discussions are
dominated by emergency measures to
mitigate the global energy crisis and domestic
land reform issues in South America that
intersect with global agricultural interests.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Brazil PL 410: A controversial law in Sao
Paulo that prevé the assignment of
restituted state lands to large landowners,
sparking protests from the MST (Landless
Workers Movement).

* UN Resolution (Bahrain Draft): A
resolution condemning Iran's attacks on
Gulf states passed with 13 votes, though
Russia and China abstained due to the lack
of condemnation for US-Israeli aggression.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump-Putin Telephone Call: A one-hour
discussion where Trump reportedly sought
constructive Russian assistance to resolve
the Middle East conflict, while
simultaneously claiming he does not need
Putin.

* CPI Report (Mato Grosso do Sul): A
222-page report accusing indigenous rights

groups and the MST of lesa-péatria (treason)
for opposing agrobusiness interests.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Erosion of Traditional Media

Dominance

A major sociological trend is the viral rise of
figures like CIA whistleblower John Kiriaku,
whose ran hav rner
12.3 million views in three months. Younger
audiences are increasingly skeptical of
"legacy" media like CNN, which RT critiques
for using pro-Israel PR figures to represent
Iranian public sentiment. This shift towards
alternative = media is  disrupting the
government’s ability to maintain a unified
domestic narrative during wartime.
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Historical Amnesia vs. The "Archive of
Terror"

In South America, a conflict persists between
the "New Right" think tanks and those
seeking to preserve the historical memory of
Operation Condor. The discovery of the
"Archive of Terror" in Paraguay serves as a
warning of how "internal enemy" concepts are
currently being recycled to target indigenous
and environmental defenders in the "Soy
Republics" of Brazil and Paraguay under

agrobusiness-led regimes.

The Myth of the Missile Shield

The conflict has shattered the long-standing
military marketing of the Patriot and THAAD
systems. Analysts argue that these systems,
designed for intercepting aircraft, are
ineffective against modern ballistic missiles.
This realization is causing panic among US
allies like Japan and South Korea, who have
spent billions on these shields under the
impression they were impenetrable.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a deepening humanitarian crisis in
southern Lebanon as 700,000 people are
displaced and Israel contemplates a
massive ground incursion to create a
"security buffer" south of the Litani River.

* Ongoing US "insider trading" and market
manipulation regarding oil tanker escorts
may lead to scandals within the Trump
administration following Secretary Wright’s
deleted "fake news" tweets.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The US military will likely face a "munitions
cliff," forcing a pivot in strategy toward
asymmetric warfare or cyber-sabotage as
advanced cruise missile stocks are
exhausted.

* European political stability will be tested as
energy costs and industrial slowdowns fuel
right-wing populist movements and anti-
NATO sentiment in Romania and Hungary.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A permanent shift toward a multipolar
world order is likely as US deterrence fails.
The BRICS and SCO organizations will
consolidate as the primary architects of a
new "democratic world order" independent
of Washington.

The US private military industry may face
calls for nationalization or radical reform as

its inability to sustain a peer-level war

becomes undeniable.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: Nations should re-
evaluate reliance on US-led missile defense
systems and prioritize passive defenses
(shelters) and independent electronic
warfare capabilities.

* Diplomatic Diversification: Allies must
develop "track-two" diplomacy with Iran
and Russia to ensure regional stability
without relying on US mediators who are
currently viewed as belligerents.
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* Global Governance: Support for the
restoration of international law through the
UN is essential to prevent a complete
collapse into "law of the jungle" geopolitics.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: High risk of LPG and
fertilizer shortages originating from the
Gulf; investors should look toward Russian
and Chinese alternatives for supply chain
resilience.

* Investment Strategy: Energy portfolios
should pivot toward Russian energy stocks
and Chinese EV infrastructure, which are
currently benefiting from Western
economic dislocation.

Cyber/Infrastructure: Private firms must

prepare for disruptions to  digital
infrastructure (Wi-Fi, cloud services) as the

conflict evolves into a "war of lifestyle"
destruction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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