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POLAND FACES A CONSTITUTIONAL
STANDOFF OVER DEFENSE
FUNDING AS U.S.-IRAN HOSTILITIES
DISRUPT GLOBAL ENERGY
MARKETS AND TRIGGER DOMESTIC
SECURITY REALIGNMENTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 11, 2026, was defined by a deepening
constitutional rivalry in Poland over the
financing of national defense, occurring
against the backdrop of a volatile military
escalation between the United States and
Iran. The Polish government, led by Prime
Minister Donald Tusk, is aggressively
pursuing the unilingual European "Safe"
program, a massive defense investment
initiative funded by EU loans. Simultaneously,
President Karol Nawrocki has introduced a
competing domestic "Safe 0%" project,
proposing to fund the military through the
revaluation of National Bank of Poland (NBP)
gold reserves. The government has dismissed
the President's plan as a financial "zero PL.N"
shell, accusing the NBP of creative accounting
while reporting multi-billion dollar losses.

Internationally, the U.S. "Operation Epic Fury"
against Iran has reached a critical juncture.

Following the reported mining of the Strait of
Hormuz by Iranian forces, President Donald
Trump has threatened twenty-fol

and hinted at a ground operation to seize
enriched uranium. While the White House
claims the war could end within a week,
global markets remain skeptical; oil prices
have surged past $100 per barrel before
fluctuating on rumors of a quick resolution.
This has triggered a "fuel panic" in Poland,
with significant "fuel tourism" from German
citizens crossing the border to exploit lower

Polish prices, leading to shortages and long
queues at border stations.

Domestically, the Tusk administration is also
navigating legislative  hurdles,
including a reform of the State Labor
Inspection (PIP) to secure 11 billion PLN in
EU Recovery Fund (KPO) monies. On the legal
front, the National Prosecutor's Office has
opened a major investigation into Polish links
to the Jeffrey Epstein human trafficking
network, focusing on the recruitment of

irant models for xual exploitation
between 2009 and 2019. These developments
collectively underscore a period of high-stakes
"lawfare," shifting geopolitical alliances, and
acute economic anxiety driven by the spillover
of Middle Eastern instability.

critical

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The "Safe" Program Standoff

* The Tusk government advocates for the EU-
backed "Safe" program, involving
approximately 187 billion PLN for arms
procurement, which military leadership

describes as a strategic "game changer" for

Poland’s defense capacity.
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* President Karol Nawrocki and NBP The Epstein Polish Investigation
President Adam Glapinski have proposed

an alternative "Safe 0%" plan using gold * The National Prosecutor has established a
reserves, which the government three-person task force to investigate a
characterizes as a marketing "nibvlandia" trafficking network that operated in Poland,
(Neverland) scheme to justify a presidential targeting minors and young women for
veto of the EU program. international sexual exploitation.

« NBP President Glapinski claims he can * Investigators are utilizing "Epstein Files" to
generate 200 billion PLN through gold identify Polish victims and are issuing
revaluation, despite the bank reporting European Investigation Orders to two EU
massive losses in recent years. member states.

U.S.-Iran Conflict: "Operation Epic Fury" State Accountability and Lawfare

* The United States has conducted strikes on * An indictment has been filed against PiS
nine Iranian vessels allegedly attempting to MP Michal Dworczyk regarding the "email
mine the Strait of Hormuz, a vital artery for affair," specifically for obstruction of justice
20% of the world’s oil supply. and failure to fulfill duties related to the

use of private servers for state business.
* President Trump has warned of "death, fire, P

and wrath" and indicated that U.S. special * The Sejm Presidium has unanimously voted
forces may be deployed to extract enriched to ri Zbigniew  Ziobr f hi
uranium from Iranian facilities. parliamentary salary due to his continued

absence while seeking political asylum in

* The conflict has resulted in significant
civilian casualties, including a controversial

missile strike on a girls' school in Minab,
Iran, which the U.S. administration KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

attributed to Iranian technical failures.

Hungary.

National Security and Defense
Energy and Border Crisis Architecture

* Fuel prices in Germany have hit record » Military leaders, including General Kukuta,
highs, exceeding 2.13 EUR per liter, forcing have signaled that the EU "Safe" program
a surge of German motorists into Polish is essential for filling critical gaps in
border towns like Lubieszyn for cheaper armament, specifically in anti-drone and
fuel. naval capabilities.

* The Polish government is considering VAT * The presidential project proposes the
adjustments and margin reductions at creation of a new "Defense Investment
Orlen to prevent domestic fuel prices from Fund" managed by BGK, which critics

X in PL r liter. argue creates a parallel budget outside

parliamentary control.
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Statecraft and Financial Resilience

* The NBP is under intense scrutiny for its
proposal to use a "sell and buy back" gold
mechanism to create virtual book gains to
fund defense, a move that could jeopardize
the bank's credibility with the European
Central Bank.

* The Tusk government is racing to pass the
PIP reform bill before a late-March

deadline to avoid forfeiting 11 billion PLN
in KPO funding.

Energy Security and Infrastructure

* The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has
severely impacted Iraq, causing a 300-
megawatt drop in power production and
frequent blackouts due to the suspension of
gas field operations.

* The Polish government is monitoring
critical infrastructure, including major river
crossings and border fortifications, which

are included in the "Safe" investment plan.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

* The PiS opposition has designated
Przemystaw Czarnek as its candidate for
Prime Minister in the 2027 elections, a
move perceived by some as a strategy to
consolidate the right-wing electorate.

* President Nawrocki’s refusal to quickly
sign the EU "Safe" act is interpreted by the

government as a politically motivated delay

favoring PiS's anti-EU narrative.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the competing
"Safe" defense acts and the urgent labor
reform required for EU funding. The Sejm is
currently  prioritizing the government's
defense spending framework while the

President's alternative project has been
submitted for social consultations, effectively
stalling it.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The European "Safe" Act: A government
framework for spending 187 billion PLN in
EU loans on Polish defense industries like
Huta Stalowa Wola and Rosomak. It faces a

looming presidential veto.

* Presidential "Safe 0%" Bill: A 14-page
proposal to fund the military via NBP gold
revaluation. Dismissed by the government
as lacking defined financial sources.

* PIP Reform Bill: Aimed at eliminating
"junk contracts" and strengthening labor

inspections. It is a key KPO milestone that
must be passed by the end of March.

* Tobacco and E-cigarette Amendment:
Proposed legislation to ban flavored

tobacco products to protect youth and

increase market oversight.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* The Palac Prezydencki Summit: A
meeting between President Nawrocki, PM
Tusk, and NBP President Glapinski yielded
no consensus on defense funding, with
Tusk demanding concrete financial data
from the NBP.

* Marszalek Czarzasty Press Conference:
Sejm Speaker Wlodzimierz Czarzasty
stated he will not process the President's
defense bill until a decision is made on the
EU version.

* NBP Mechanism Briefing: Advisor
Leszek Skiba defended the gold revaluation
plan, claiming it is a "safe solution without
debt."
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Constitutional Gridlock as "Lawfare"

The executive branch in Poland is currently
fractured, with the Presidency and the Prime
Ministry utilizing their respective powers to
obstruct the other's agenda. The "Safe"
program has moved beyond a policy debate
into a jurisdictional battle over who controls
the purse strings of national security. The
President’s attempt to insert himself into
defense spending decisions through the BGK
fund is viewed by legal experts as an attempt

to expand extra-constitutional prerogatives.

The Global Fuel "Shock" and Populism

The U.S.-Iran conflict is being directly felt at
Polish gas stations. The opposition PiS party is
leveraging the rising cost of fuel (approaching
8 PLN) to attack the Tusk government,
ignoring the global supply constraints caused
by the Hormuz blockade. Meanwhile, the
German government's desperate measures,
such as releasing oil reserves and limiting
price hikes to once per day, illustrate the
fragility of European energy resilience in the
face of Middle Eastern instability.

Trump’s "Epic Fury" and the Retreat of
Global Diplomacy

The U.S. administration's rhetoric suggests a
shift away from traditional diplomatic de-
escalation = toward  unilateral  military
dominance. President Trump’s focus on
ridding the world of the Iranian regime, while
simultaneously pressuring European allies to
buy more American arms, has created a
paradoxical tension. European allies fear that
American weapon production will be diverted
to U.S. wars, leaving them vulnerable despite
increased spending.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a formal
presidential veto of the EU "Safe" program,
prompting the Tusk government to implement
a "Plan B" through government resolutions.
This will likely exclude police and border
guard funding, focusing solely on the military.
Domestic fuel panic may lead to rationing at
border stations if German "fuel tourism"
continues unabated.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
investigation into the Polish  Epstein
connection will likely implicate several high-
profile figures in the Polish fashion and
entertainment industries, potentially sparking
a wider "Me Too" movement in Poland.
Conflict in the Middle East will keep oil prices
volatile, potentially triggering a re-evaluation
of VAT rates on energy across the EU.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift toward
European defense autonomy will accelerate as
the reliability of U.S. supply chains remains
questionable under a "Trump First" doctrine.
Poland may wundergo a fundamental
constitutional revision regarding the
independence of the NBP and the powers of
the Presidency, driven by the current deadlock
over defense and the rule of law.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The EU must prepare for a formal dispute
with Poland over NBP independence if the
"gold revaluation" scheme is implemented,
as it sets a dangerous precedent for fiscal
manipulation.
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* Diplomatic efforts should focus on securing
safe transit corridors in the Strait of
Hormuz to prevent a permanent decoupling
of Asian and European energy markets.

* Poland should prioritize joint-venture

production with U.S. defense firms in
Europe to ensure supply chain continuity
during American military engagements
elsewhere.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Defense Industry: Significant
opportunities exist for Polish firms like
ielski and H lowa Wola to

capture EU defense spending, provided
they can modernize their production lines
quickly.

* Energy Sector: Investors should hedge
against prolonged high energy costs in
Europe; the transition to nuclear energy (as
championed by Macron) remains the
primary long-term hedge against Middle
Eastern volatility.

* Compliance Risk: The Epstein
investigation and PIP labor reforms
necessitate a rigorous audit of labor
practices and historical corporate

associations for firms operating in the
Polish luxury and service sectors.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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