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THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
ENTERS A HIGH-RISK PHASE AS
IRAN’S NEW LEADERSHIP
FORMALIZES A STRATEGY OF
REGIONAL CHAOS WHILE GLOBAL
ENERGY MARKETS FACE
UNPRECEDENTED SUPPLY
DISRUPTIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,
and Iran has reached a critical strategic
juncture on its 13th day. Following the
assassination of former Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei, his son and successor, Ayatollah
Mujtaba Khamenei, issued his first public
statement, signaling total continuity in Iran's
"strategy of chaos." This strategy leverages
Iran's geographic control over the Strait of
Hormuz to inflict maximum economic pain on
the international community, specifically
targeting the energy infrastructure of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) states. Despite
U.S. claims of military success, the Iranian
leadership remains intact and defiant,
transitioning the war from a decapitation
strike into a prolonged war of attrition

intended to force a ceasefire by threatening a
global economic collapse.

Simultaneously, the theater of operations has
expanded significantly into Lebanon. Israel
has moved beyond striking Hezbollah
strongholds in southern Beirut to targeting
residential and financial buildings in the city
center, citing the presence of militant cash
reserves. This escalation coincides with the
first coordinated joint offensive by Iranian and
Hezbollah forces against Israeli territory,
effectively merging the two conflicts into a
single, integrated warfront. The humanitarian
toll is mounting rapidly, with over 3 million
Iranians displaced and the Lebanese

government admitting near-total incapacity to

restrain Hezbollah or protect its sovereignty.

Globally, the economic fallout has triggered
the largest ever release of emergency oil
stocks by the International Energy Agency
(IEA). However, markets remain volatile as
the effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz
strands nearly 20% of the world’s oil and
liquified natural gas (LNG) supply. This energy
shock is vibrating through global supply
chains, hitting industrialized economies like
South Korea particularly hard, while Russia
emerges as a primary beneficiary of the
resulting price spikes. In the United States,
President Trump’s "America First" narrative is
under pressure as rising domestic fuel prices
and the specter of ground troop deployments
alienate his political base and spark intense
debate in Washington.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran’s New Supreme Leader Formalizes
Defiance

* Ayatollah Mujtaba Khamenei issued a
written statement read on state television,
confirming his appointment and doubling
down on his father's hardline policies.
Reven for th 1 f martyrs,
particularly the victims of the Minab school
strike, was a central theme.

* Khamenei explicitly ordered the continued
closure of the Strait of Hormuz as leverage
against "the enemy."

* The statement emphasized national unity
and social solidarity while praising the
"Axis of Resistance" for their coordination
in the conflict.

Systemic Targeting of Regional Energy
Infrastructure

* Iraq suspended all oil port operations after

two foreign tankers were hit by an Iranian
explosive-laden boat off the coast of Basra.

* Drone strikes targeted fuel storage
facilities in Bahrain's =~ Muharrak
governorate and Oman’s Salalah port, the
latter being a critical bypass for the Strait

of Hormuz. Oman subsequently evacuated

all ships from its main export terminal.

* The IRGC announced that all vessels
transiting the Strait of Hormuz now require
Iranian permission, effectively establishing
de facto control over the waterway.

Israeli Escalation and the Lebanese Front

e The Israeli military has significantly
expanded its forced evacuation orders in
Lebanon, now covering 10% of the
country's landmass up to the Awali River.

e In Beirut, Israeli strikes hit central
residential  districts and financial
institutions linked to Hezbollah, such as Al-
Qard al-Hassan branches, risking the
ignition of sectarian tensions.

* Hezbollah and Iran conducted a
synchronized barrage of over 100 rockets
and missiles aimed at central and northern
Israel to overwhelm air defenses.

Global Economic Disruption and Energy
Intervention

* The IEA coordinated a release of 400
million barrels of emergency oil, with the
U.S. contributing 172 million barrels, to
stabilize prices that have soared past $100.

* Major energy including
TotalEnergies and Shell, have declared
force majeure or shut down production in
Qatar, the UAE, and Iraq.

* The conflict is causing a critical shortage of
raw materials in South Korea, threatening

the closure of 14,000 businesses dependent
on Middle Eastern petrochemicals.

companies,

Diplomatic Isolation and International
Law

e The UN Security Council adopted a
resolution with 135 co-sponsors—an
unprecedented number—condemning
Iranian attacks on Gulf states and Jordan.

* The Netherlands and Iceland have formally
joined the genocide case against Israel at
the IC], focusing on forced displacement
and harm to children in Gaza.

e Iran’s UN ambassador dismissed the UNSC
resolution as politically motivated, accusing

the council of failing to condemn U.S. and
Israeli "aggression."
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

e The transition to Mujtaba Khamenei

indicates a shift toward a more militarized
leadership under the influence of the IRGC.
Analysts suggest the new leader lacks his
father’s religious credentials but possesses
deep institutional ties to the security
apparatus.

* While the leadership appears unified in
public, a limi ion channel
between the political wing (President
Pezeshkian) and the military wing (IRGC)
suggests internal maneuvering over the
terms of any potential ceasefire.

mmuni

Energy Security

* The regional energy architecture is under
systemic attack. Beyond oil, Iran is hitting
lination plan n lectrici rids,
threatening basic state capacity in both
Iran and the Gulf.

* The U.S. Navy has ruled out providing

escorts for tankers through the Strait of
Hormuz for the remainder of the month,
citing active combat operations.

Critical Infrastructure & Banking

e International banks (HSBC, Citi, Standard
Chartered) are shuttering branches in
Doha, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi following
Iranian threats to target financial
institutions affiliated with the U.S. and
Israel.

* Major consulting firms like PWC and
Deloitte have also suspended operations in
multiple GCC countries due to security
risks.

Food & Water Access/Security

* The Middle East is a major supplier of urea,
a key fertilizer component. Shipping delays
in the Strait have already caused a 20%
spike in fertilizer prices, threatening spring
planting seasons in Australia and India.

* The closure of Qatar Energy facilities has

halted the world's largest urea plant, with

long-term implications for global food
prices.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Diplomatic and domestic legislative actions
are increasingly being used as tools of
warfare and economic stabilization. The UN
Security Council is the primary arena for legal
warfare, while industrialized nations are
passing emergency economic measures to
mitigate the conflict's fallout.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* UNSC Resolution on Gulf Security:
Condemns Iran’s missile and drone attacks
on neutral third parties; adopted with 13
votes in favor and 2 abstentions (Russia/
China).

* South Korea Special Investment Bill: A
$350 billion investment plan targeting U.S.
semiconductors and ship-building to secure
more favorable tariff terms and energy
cooperation.

* U.S. Jones Act Waivers: The
administration is considering temporary
waivers to allow non-U.S. vessels to
transport fuel between U.S. ports to ease
domestic price pressure.

¢ Guinea Political Dissolution Decree: A

late-night decree dissolving 40 political
parties, effectively creating a one-party

state under President Mamady Doumbouya.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Benjamin Netanyahu Press Conference:
His first of the war, where he claimed Iran
is "no longer the same Iran" and promised
"surprises" at the end of the battle while
urging the Iranian people to overthrow the
regime.

* Donald Trump Women's History Month
Address: Briefly addressed the war,
labeling Iran a "nation of terror and hate"
and claiming the U.S. military is
"unsurpassed" while dismissing oil price

concerns.

* Pezeshkian Peace Proposal: The Iranian
President outlined three conditions for
peace: recognition of rights, reparations,

and international guarantees against future

aggression.

* U.S. Congressional Classified Briefings:
Democratic senators emerged "angry and
dissatisfied," warning that the

administration lacks an end-game and is on
a path toward a ground invasion.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Wounded Iran" Strategy

A significant shift is occurring in Iran’s
military doctrine. Recognizing they cannot
win a conventional naval or air battle against
the U.S., the IRGC is pursuing a "naval denial"
strategy. By utilizing cheap Shahed drones
and explosive-laden boats, they are
successfully deterring commercial shipping
without needing to defeat the U.S. Navy. The
goal is to make the cost of uncertainty higher
than the cost of the war itself, targeting
"market confidence" and insurance
underwriters in London rather than military
assets. This forces the U.S. to choose between

a costly ground invasion or an embarrassing
diplomatic retreat.

The Regionalization of Misery

Iran is intentionally taking the Gulf states
hostage, calculation that hurting the global

economy is the only way to reach President
Trump’s ear. This has shattered years of
neighborly diplomacy and '"reconciliation
efforts" built between the GCC and Tehran.
The new leadership in Iran is signaling that if
the Islamic Republic falls, it will take the
entire region down with it. This "Axis of
Misery" approach is designed to turn the
U.S.’s own allies into the primary advocates
for a ceasefire, as their own sovereign wealth
and stability evaporate.

The Breakdown of the "America First"
Consensus

President Trump is facing a burgeoning crisis
within his own coalition. While the "Maga"
base supported strikes on nuclear facilities,

the prospect of ground troops and a military
draft is causing deep betrayal. High-profile

supporters like Megyn Kelly and Marjorie
Taylor Greene have publicly broken with the
administration over this issue. The internal
struggle between "hawks" like Secretary of
War Hegseth and "realists" like Secretary of
State Rubio is being aired in the media,
signaling a lack of a coherent grand strategy
at the highest levels of the U.S. government.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260312_183000

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect an intensification of Israeli strikes
on Lebanese state infrastructure if the
Beirut government fails to move against
Hezbollah. The "Dahiyeh Doctrine" will
likely be applied to central Beirut
neighborhoods.

U.S. political pressure will mount as gas

prices hit historic highs in Texas and other
Republican strongholds, potentially forcing

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e Alliances in the Gulf will undergo a

fundamental structural shift. GCC states
may move toward diversifying their
security partners (e.g., China or the EU)
after perceiving U.S. security guarantees as
unreliable and escalatory.

* A permanent re-routing of energy

infrastructure away from the Strait of
Hormuz will become a global priority,
involving  multi-billion dollar pipeline
projects through Saudi Arabia and Oman.

a premature "declaration of victory" by
Trump before objectives are met.

e Further closures of international
businesses in the Gulf are likely as Iran
expands its target list to include civilian
and financial logistics.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* The international community must address
the risk of state collapse in Iran. A strategy
focused solely on regime change without a
plan for state maintenance could create a
vacuum that destabilizes the entire
Eurasian landmass.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The global food industry faces a "perfect
storm" as fertilizer shortages from the
Middle East impact crop yields in the
Southern Hemisphere, likely leading to
food riots in vulnerable regions like Africa.

* Russia will likely use its increased energy

revenues to escalate its offensive in
Ukraine, capitalizing on the diversion of

U.S. Patriot missile supplies to the Middle
East. * Urgent funding is needed for the UNHCR,

which is only 14% funded while managing
over 800,000 displaced persons in
Lebanon.

* A diplomatic "off-ramp" must include
regional security guarantees that go
beyond the nuclear issue, specifically
addressing Iran's missile proliferation and
proxy networks.

» The conscription in Israel regarding
the Haredim will reach a breaking point as
the two-front war necessitates a massive

expansion of the IDF. For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Fragility: Manufacturers
dependent on refined petrochemicals must
identify alternative supply routes that
bypass the Strait of Hormuz immediately,
as the closure appears semi-permanent.
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* Financial Hub Vulnerability: The closure
of banking offices in Dubai and Qatar
highlights that the Gulf is no longer a "safe
haven" for capital. Investors should brace
for "stagflation" scenarios in Asian markets.

e Insurance Premiums: Shipping firms

should expect a sustained premium hike for

all Middle Eastern routes, even if a
ceasefire is reached, as the "mine threat"
remains unconfirmed but potent.
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Today's Media Trends is a public interest
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around the world to explore how responsibly
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world.
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This report is entirely machine generated
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