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IRANIAN LEADERSHIP TRANSITION

AMIDST EXPANDING REGIONAL

CONFLICT AND STRATEGIC ENERGY

BLOCKADES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the 13th day of the conflict between the

United States, Israel, and the Islamic Republic

of Iran, the geopolitical landscape has shifted

toward  a  prolonged  war  of  attrition

characterized by strategic energy disruptions

and  a  precarious  leadership  transition  in

Tehran. Following the death of Ali Khamenei,

his son Mojtaba Khamenei has been named

the third Supreme Leader, though his failure

to  appear  in  person  has  fueled  significant

rumors  regarding  his  health and  the  actual

locus  of  power.  His  first  official  message,

delivered via a written statement, reaffirmed

a hardline stance: the continued closure of the

Strait  of  Hormuz  and  persistent  attacks  on

U.S.  regional  bases.  This  directive  has

successfully  pushed  global  oil  prices  back

above $100 per barrel, despite efforts by the

International Energy Agency (IEA) to stabilize

the  market  through  a  massive  release  of

strategic reserves.

Simultaneously,  military tactics  are evolving.

Israel  and  the  U.S.  have  transitioned  from

hitting primary military and nuclear targets to

a  "Phase  2"  operation  focusing  on  internal

security  infrastructure.  This  includes

unprecedented  drone  strikes  on  Basij  and

police  checkpoints across  Tehran,  aimed  at

degrading the regime’s capacity to suppress

domestic dissent. Diplomatic isolation for the

Islamic Republic reached a new peak today as

the UN Security Council passed a resolution

condemning  Iranian  attacks  on  regional

energy  infrastructure;  notably,  Russia  and

China abstained rather than exercising their

veto,  signaling  a  potential  recalibration  of

their support for a regime increasingly viewed

as a liability to global economic stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1.  Mojtaba  Khamenei’s  Ascension  and

First Strategic Directive

Mojtaba Khamenei was officially introduced

as the third Supreme Leader, but his first

address was read by a television presenter

rather than delivered in person, leading to

speculation  that  he  may  have  been

wounded in initial strikes.

The  new  leader’s  written  message

emphasized that the Strait of Hormuz must

remain closed to extract "war reparations"

from the West.

The  directive  calls  for  the  "activation  of

new fronts" where the enemy is vulnerable,

suggesting  a  deepening  of  asymmetric

warfare through regional proxies.
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2.  Expansion  of  Strikes  on  Internal

Security Apparatus

Israel  and  the  U.S.  have  begun  targeting

Basij  and  police  checkpoints  in  Tehran

neighborhoods,  including  Afsarieh,  Fallah,

and  Army  Boulevard,  killing  at  least  10

security personnel.

These  strikes  are  reportedly  intended  to

provide  "breathing  room"  for  the  Iranian

public  to  initiate  a  domestic  uprising,  as

promised  by  Israeli  Prime  Minister

Netanyahu.

Iranian police officials  have responded by

declaring that any street protesters will be

treated  as  "the  enemy" rather  than  civil

dissidents.

3.  Strategic Energy Warfare and Market

Volatility

Iran claimed responsibility for attacking at

least  three  additional  ships in  southern

waters,  employing  unmanned  surface

vessels (USVs).

The  IEA  announced  the  release  of  400

million barrels of  strategic oil  reserves to

counteract the Hormuz blockade, yet prices

remain elevated due to the threat of mining

in the channel.

U.S. President Donald Trump warned that

the U.S. may occupy the Strait of Hormuz

or  key  islands  if  the  maritime  blockade

continues.

4. International Diplomatic Realignment

The  UN  Security  Council  passed  a

resolution  (Drafted  by  Bahrain)

condemning  Iranian  attacks  on  Gulf

infrastructure  with  13  votes  in  favor and

two abstentions.

Russia’s  failure  to  veto  the  resolution

suggests  they  are  prioritizing  their

relationship with Gulf states and benefiting

from  higher  oil  prices at  the  expense  of

their partnership with Tehran.

A separate Russian resolution calling for an

immediate ceasefire failed to gain traction,

receiving only four votes.

5.  Critical  Intelligence  and  High-Value

Attrition

The  IRGC confirmed  the  death  of  Ismail

Dehghan, a senior Aerospace commander,

who was killed in a targeted strike in Iraq

alongside family members.

Israel  claimed to have completed a strike

on Taleghan 2, a nuclear research facility

in eastern Tehran that was previously hit in

2024.

The Pentagon has admitted that a strike on

a  school  in  Minab,  which  killed  168

civilians  (mostly  children),  was  likely

caused by a U.S.  Tomahawk missile using

outdated targeting data.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession and Leadership Dynamics

The  "Shadow  Leader"  phenomenon:

Mojtaba’s  unseen  status creates  a  power

vacuum, potentially allowing the IRGC and

Intelligence  Ministry  to  govern  by

committee under the guise of the Supreme

Leader's authority.

Efforts to humanize the new leader: Official

media  described  Mojtaba  as  a  "war

veteran"  (Janbaz) who  was  injured  in  the

same strikes that killed his father.
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The  IRGC is  actively  using  the  "revenge"

narrative for the Minab school tragedy to

maintain loyalty among its ideological base

and justify continued regional escalation.

Energy and Economic Security

Global supply chain disruption: The Strait

of Hormuz normally facilitates one-fifth of

global  oil  and  gas transit;  its  closure  is

causing  massive  spikes  in  shipping

insurance and freight costs.

The  "Russia  Factor":  Analysts  estimate

Russia  is  earning  an  extra  billion  dollars

per week due to the war-induced oil price

surge,  effectively  subsidizing  their

campaign in Ukraine.

Financial  sector  threats:  Iran  has

threatened to target financial  centers and

banks in the Gulf, prompting Citibank and

HSBC to shutter branches in Qatar and the

UAE.

Technology Policy and Digital Sovereignty

Persistent internet blackout: Iran enters its

13th day of near-total international internet

disconnection,  though  the  National

Information  Network  remains  active  for

domestic control.

Adoption  of  alternative  tech:  Citizens  are

increasingly  using  Bluetooth-based

messaging  apps like  Briar  and  mesh-

networking browsers to share information

during the blackout.

AI  in  warfare:  U.S.  legislators  are

questioning the role of artificial intelligence

in selecting targets like the Minab school,

demanding  clarity  on  human  oversight  in

algorithmic targeting.

Domestic Stability and Civil Unrest

Militarization of urban space: Descriptions

of Tehran suggest a "city of the dead" with

extreme military presence, fuel shortages,

and medicine scarcity.

High-tension  internal  security:  The  IRGC

Intelligence  Unit  has  arrested  dozens  of

citizens for  filming  missile  impact  sites,

labeling  such  acts  as  "collaboration  with

the enemy."

Opposition dynamics: Outside Iran, figures

like  Reza  Pahlavi  have  called  for  general

strikes  and  the  seizure  of  government

buildings as the regime weakens.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  policy  actions  today  focused

on  the  legal  framework  for  the  ongoing

military campaign, the humanitarian fallout of

targeting  errors,  and  the  international  legal

condemnation of Iranian maritime aggression.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

UNSC  Resolution  287  (2026): A

resolution  passed  today with  13  votes  in

favor, explicitly condemning Iranian attacks

on Gulf infrastructure and maritime transit.

Russian Proposed Ceasefire Resolution:

A  draft  calling  for  an  immediate  end  to

hostilities failed to pass, receiving only four

votes  (Russia,  China,  Pakistan,  and

Somalia).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Congressional  Inquiry  into  Minab

Strike: 121  Democratic  members  of  the

House of Representatives signed a letter to

SecDef  Hegseth demanding a  transparent

report on the Tomahawk strike that killed

110 children.
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Netanyahu Press Conference: The Israeli

PM spoke for the first time since the war's

start,  asserting  that  Israel  will  not  allow

Iranian  nuclear  or  missile  facilities  to  be

moved underground.

Trump Social Media Policy Statements:

Trump  claimed  that  while  28  Iranian

minelaying  vessels were  destroyed,  he

remains open to ending the war once his

"Epic Wrath" goals are met.

IEA  Strategic  Briefing: The  agency

detailed the 400-million-barrel  oil  release,

slated  to  begin  next  week  at  a  rate  of  5

million barrels per day.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Transition  to  "Grey  Zone"  Internal

Warfare

The  conflict  has  entered  a  phase  where

external  military  strikes  and  internal  civil

control  are  merging.  By  systematically

targeting  Basij  checkpoints,  Israel  and  the

U.S.  are  not  just  degrading  IRGC  military

assets  but  are  actively  decapitating  the

regime's  domestic  "muscle."  This  creates  a

paradox for the regime: if  they pull  security

forces from the streets to protect them from

drones, they risk losing control of the capital

to protesters. If they keep them in place, they

suffer  steady  attrition that  demoralizes  the

rank-and-file.

Energy Blockades as Sovereign Leverage

Iran is attempting a "Venezuelan scenario" in

reverse,  using  its  ability  to  strangle  global

energy  markets to  force  the  U.S.  into  a

ceasefire  that  includes  the  lifting  of  all

sanctions and war reparations. The persistent

high price of oil suggests that markets do not

yet  believe  the  U.S.  Navy  can  effectively

escort  commercial  tankers against  swarm

drone  attacks.  This  trend  indicates  that

asymmetric  maritime  capabilities  (USVs  and

suicide drones) have redefined sea control in

the Persian Gulf.

The  Erosion  of  the  "Axis  of  Resistance"

Support

The  UN  Security  Council  vote  marks  a

significant  diplomatic  defeat  for  Tehran.

Russia’s abstention on the Bahraini resolution

suggests that while Moscow benefits from the

war's economic fallout, it is no longer willing

to  provide  a  political  shield  for  the  Islamic

Republic.  This  mirrors  the  behavior  of

regional  actors  like  Oman  and  Kuwait,  who

have historically  acted as  mediators  but  are

now victims of Iranian "blind" drone strikes,

pushing them firmly into the U.S.-Israeli orbit.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

internal  unrest as  strikes  on  security  forces

continue. The regime will likely respond with

extreme  violence,  potentially  carrying  out

summary  executions  of  "collaborators"  to

maintain discipline. Global oil prices will likely

test  $110-120  if  reports  of  mine-laying in

Hormuz are confirmed by satellite imagery.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  Islamic

Republic  faces  a  fiscal  cliff.  Without  oil

revenue  and  with  massive  infrastructure

damage, the regime will  struggle to pay the

Basij  and  IRGC  salaries.  This  period  will

determine  if  Mojtaba  Khamenei  can

consolidate power or if a military junta under

IRGC  commanders  formally  sidelines  the

clergy.

Long Term (1-5  Years): Regardless  of  the

war's outcome, the security architecture of

the Gulf will  be permanently altered. There

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260312_230000


will  be  a  massive  push  for  energy  transit

routes  that  bypass  Hormuz  (e.g.,  pipelines

through Saudi Arabia to the Red Sea). If the

regime  falls,  the  fragmentation  of  Iran into

ethnic  enclaves  (Kurdish,  Baluch,  Azeri)

remains  a  high-risk  scenario  if  a  unified

transition plan is not established.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Coalition  forces  must  prioritize

minesweeping  capabilities and  drone-

interdiction  tech  over  traditional  carrier-

group  maneuvers,  as  the  threat  is  now

decentralized and asymmetric.

Diplomatic: The U.S. must clarify its "post-

regime"  strategy.  The  lack  of  a  clear

governance  plan  for  a  post-IRGC  Iran is

currently  the  primary  factor  preventing

larger-scale domestic defection.

Humanitarian: Urgent  establishment  of

"safe zones" for civilians is needed to avoid

repeat  tragedies  like  the  Minab  school

strike,  which  serves  as  a  potent

propaganda tool for regime hardliners.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy: Hedge against sustained triple-

digit  oil  prices.  The  IEA  release  is  a

temporary  buffer;  it  does  not  solve  the

physical closure of the world’s most critical

maritime chokepoint.

Logistics: Maritime freight in the Middle

East  is  now a high-risk venture.  Shipping

companies  should  prioritize  terrestrial  or

alternative  maritime  routes  despite  the

increased cost and transit time.

Cybersecurity: Expect  retaliatory  Iranian

cyberattacks  on  financial  and  energy

infrastructure in the West as a response

to the "Phase 2" strikes on their domestic

security apparatus.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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