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ENERGY FORTRESS STRATEGY:
Promoting reliable domestic goods
over “overseas” products.

DIGITAL RUBLE PILOT (JULY 2026):
Enhancing control, automating state
procurement, bypassing sanctions.
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“SUDDEN" READINESS CHECKS: STRENGTHENING TIES:
Air defense drills against Expanding trade with “Global South” &
drones/missiles. Deterrence signal. BRICS (e.g., machinery to Nicaragua).

OVERALL THEME: SYNCHRONIZATION OF ECONOMY ‘
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BELARUS IMPLEMENTS
AGGRESSIVE DOMESTIC ECONOMIC
TIGHTENING AND STATE
OVERSIGHT AMID A CATASTROPHIC
MIDDLE EASTERN CONFLICT AND
GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 12, 2026, marks a pivotal moment for
Belarus as it attempts to insulate its domestic
economy from a rapidly deteriorating global
security environment. The administration of
President Aleksandr Lukashenko has launched
a multi-pronged assault on "dishonest
mediation" and "unjustified costs,"
characterizing the elimination of middlemen
as a war on corruption essential for
competing with global powers like China and
Turkey. This domestic tightening is coupled
with an unprecedented decree requiring
private sector leadership appointments to be
vetted by local state authorities, signaling a
near-total absorption of private enterprise
into the state’s security and oversight
architecture. These moves appear designed to
stabilize the internal market as global energy
prices surge due to the escalating war in the
Middle East.

Internationally, Belarus is managing the
fallout of a massive military escalation
between the U.S.-Israeli coalition and Iran.
The conflict has triggered a "physical oil
shortage" and a 90% spike in European gas
prices, leading to the total loss of energy
independence for the EU. Belarus has
prioritized the emergency evacuation of its
citizens from the region, while simultaneously
conducting military  readiness
checks of its own air defense and air force
assets. The state narrative frames these drills
as defensive measures against "Western
militarization," while diplomatic efforts focus
on strengthening ties within the "Global
South" and the BRICS bloc, including
participation in inaugural cultural and beauty
initiatives in Russia.

"sudden"

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Middle East Escalation and Global Oil
Shock: A U.S.-Israeli coalition has initiated
high-intensity strikes against Iran, resulting
in significant civilian casualties and the
destruction of Iranian infrastructure. This
has caused a 20% disruption in global oil
supplies, the largest since the 1956 Suez
Crisis.

o The U.S. has released 172-182 million
barrels from its strategic reserves to
stabilize domestic prices, though global

price reductions remain elusive.

o Belarusian national carrier Belavia has
conducted emergency flights to evacuate
hundreds of citizens from Qatar and the

UAE as flight cancellations strand

thousands in the region.
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» State Seizure of Private Sector
Governance: Lukashenko has mandated
that all private sector personnel
appointments must be coordinated with
local government authorities (District/City
Executive Committees) to ensure loyalty
and prevent "enrichment at the state's
expense."

Systemic Anti-Corruption Purge: High-
ranking officials, including the former
Minister of Natural Resources, Sergey
Maslyak, are in custody for bribery. The
state reports over 400 procurement-related
crimes in the last year, with a focus on
eliminating 25-30% markups caused by
middlemen.

Digital Belarusian Ruble (CBDC)
Launch: The National Bank has announced
the pilot phase of a digital ruble beginning
July 1, 2026, aimed at enhancing cross-
border settlements with EAEU partners and
implementing
automate state procurement.

"smart contracts" to

North Korean Strategic Pivot: At the 9th
Party Congress, Pyongyang announced a
formal break with South Korea, classifying
it as a non-compatriot entity, while
declaring a five-year plan to bolster nuclear
forces and expressing openness to direct
dialogue with Washington if sovereignty is
respected.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance: The state has
identified "mediation" as a national security
threat. Lukashenko cited examples of car
parts inflated from 140 to 1,000 rubles by
chains of five middlemen. New centralized
procurement systems for the agricultural
sector are being implemented via presidential
decree to enforce "fair prices."

Energy Security: EU gas reserves have hit
record lows following a harsh winter and the
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. Belarus is
leveraging its relative stability to contrast
with European ‘"energy vassalage" to
expensive U.S. LNG supplies, though it
remains wary of global inflationary pressures.

National Security & Military Architecture:
"Sudden" combat readiness checks have
intensified, focusing on S-300 and Osa
surface-to-air systems. Drills
specifically simulate the interception of low-
flying drones and high-altitude cruise missiles,
reflecting lessons learned from the "Special
Military Operation" and the ongoing Iranian
conflict.

missile

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty:
The "Digital Ruble" is positioned as a tool to
bypass Western financial sanctions.
Concurrently, the state is promoting its
technological sovereignty in microelectronics
and space research in collaboration with
Russia, targeting improved lifespan for orbital
satellites.

Economic Security & Trade: Belarus is
expanding its agricultural and machinery
exports to Nicaragua and Africa. A contract
for 712 units of road-building and municipal
equipment for Nicaragua is underway,
modified for tropical climates to ensure long-
term durability and market share in Latin
America.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: To mark
Constitution Day, the state is heavily
promoting ‘“civil identity" through mass
passport  ceremonies for  14-year-olds.
Meanwhile, health governance is focusing on
neurodevelopmental isorder (ADHD/

Autism), seeking to integrate "special
educational needs" children into the
workforce to address future labor shortages.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity has centered on rapid
regulatory adjustments to address the current
economic and security volatility. The focus is
on consolidating state control over financial
flows and human capital.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Digital Belarusian Ruble Law: Currently
in the House of Representatives, expected
for a first reading in April. It establishes the
legal framework for CBDC issuance, smart
contracts, and '"anti-fraud" = systems
managed by the National Bank.

* Centralized Agricultural Procurement
Decree: A presidential
centralize the purchase of goods for rural
enterprises to eliminate price gouging by
intermediaries.

initiative to

* Personnel Vetting Regulation: New
policy requiring private sector owners to

coordinate leadership appointments with

local state executive committees.

* Telecommunications Limit Regulation:
New rules effective in June setting a
roaming debt limit of five base units
(approx. 225 rubles) to prevent accidental
subscriber bankruptcy abroad.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Presidential Meeting on Anti-
Mediation: Lukashenko addressed the
cabinet and law enforcement, demanding
they "burn out with a red-hot iron" any
illegal mediation that drives up production
costs.

* Constitutional Court Annual Message:
Chairman Sergey Sevets reported on the
"high level of constitutional legality" and

urged anticipatory legislation in the digital
sphere to prevent legal gaps.

* Minsk International Book Fair Presser:
Announcement of the 33rd fair featuring 23
countries, highlighting a "Quarter of
Foreign Literature" and a focus on patriotic
education.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Private Sector Autonomy: The
requirement for state approval of private
sector managers is a watershed moment in
Belarusian governance. By stripping private
owners of the right to choose their own
executives, the state is ensuring that the
"managerial class" is ideologically aligned and

rsonall ntabl h ministration.
This move is justified by "anti-mediation"
rhetoric, but its strategic effect is the total
synchronization of the domestic economy with
state objectives.

The "Energy Fortress" Strategy: As the
Middle East war disrupts global supplies,
Belarus is doubling down on its "Quality
Mark" (Znak Kachestva) campaign for
domestic products. The narrative emphasizes
that Belarusian food and machinery are more
reliable and ethical than "Western fast food"
or "Coca-Cola." This "sovereignty of meaning"
is being used to prevent currency flight and
encourage investment in local substitutes for
"overseas" luxury goods.

Militarized Diplomacy: Belarus’s foreign
policy is increasingly defined by its proximity
to conflict zones. The "sudden checks" of air
defenses are not just drills but a form of
signal intelligence and deterrence toward
NATO. Simultaneously, the state is positioning
itself as a "haven of peace," contrasting its
successful evacuation of citizens from the
Middle East with the "ineffective" responses
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of Western nations to their own internal
economic shocks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a wave of
high-profile arrests in the retail and industrial
sectors as the "anti-mediation" drive targets
prominent business figures. The CGC and law
enforcement will likely present several "show
trials" to satisfy populist anger over inflation.
Sowing season will be used as a metric for
local governors' loyalty; any failure in
equipment readiness will result in immediate
dismissals.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The digital
ruble pilot will begin, initially focused on B2B
transactions to test smart contracts. If energy
prices in Europe continue their current
trajectory, Belarus may see a clandestine
increase in demand for its refined products
via "gray" channels, despite official sanctions.
Regional military tensions will likely remain
high, with permanent deployments of air
defense units to the southern borders.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The total integration
of private sector vetting and digital ruble
tracking will create one of the world's most
ransparent an ntroll nomies. This
"Digital Gosplan" could serve as a model for
other EAEU members. However, the heavy
reliance on  "Global South" markets
(Nicaragua, Kenya, Vietnam) will require a
massive upgrade in Belarusian maritime
logistics and diplomatic presence in Africa
and Latin America.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The escalation in Iran has rendered the
Strait of Hormuz a dead zone for shipping;
diplomatic efforts should shift to securing
alternative land-based corridors through
the EAEU.

* The North Korean break with the South
suggests a permanent shift in the Asian
security architecture; Western policy must
account for a more independent and
militarily confident Pyongyang that no
longer seeks reunification.

e The US-Israeli coalition's strikes on civilian

targets (schools/infrastructure) are
radicalizin regional IS, likely
increasing the risk of asymmetric
retaliation against Western interests
globally.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Risk: The new vetting
requirements for leadership appointments
in Belarus significantly increase operational
risk for foreign firms remaining in the
country. Compliance departments must
prepare for intrusive state audits of all
personnel files.

* Supply Chain Opportunity: There is a
growing niche for "middleman-free"
logistics solutions. Companies that can
demonstrate a direct producer-to-consumer
supply chain will find favor with Belarusian
regulators and avoid punitive measures.
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* Financial Shift: Transitioning to digital
ruble-compatible systems will be necessary
for any B2B transactions with state entities
after July 2026. Early adoption of these
protocols could provide a competitive
advantage in the EAEU market.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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