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GLOBAL FRACTURES & LATIN AMERICAN REALIGNMENTS: |
A 2026 REPORT ON CRISIS & TRANSITION

r—(THE “EPIC FURY" CUNFI.I[IT & GLUBAL ENERGY STRESS (MIDDLE EAST])ﬁ :

LEBANON EXPANSION:

Israeli Strikes &

HEZBOLLAH:

atodnt Wartiog: 200-Rocket Barrage

1 Million Displaced.

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS:
IEA Releases 400M Barrels
(Strategic Reserves)

HUMANITARIAN TOLL:

> [3.2M Iranian Displaced. Risk of Global Economic Catastrophe.

j——

[_é LATIN AMERICAN GIUVEHNANBE PIVOT @j

( MEXICO: RADICAL AUSTERITY )
& “PLAN B” REFORM
(SHEINBAUM ADMINISTRATION)

. “PLANB”
ELECTORAL
REFORM:
= Constitutional Failure
L Regulatory Strategy

SLASHING BUREAUCRATIC
'S)F:I C fs High-Level
Ol L o
Goal: ~4 Billion Pesos Savings.

SOCIAL EXPANSION:

1,001 “Centros Libres" for Women
by YE 2026 (Legal & Psych
Support).

DIPLOMATIC LEADERSHIP:
Peace Initiative for Iran-lsrael.
Proposal: 1% Mllllar‘Spend to
Reforestation (“Sembrando Vida").

FUEL PRICE

STABILIZATION PACT:

Regular Gasoline < 24 Pesos/Liter.
“Planning-Based Economic

Sovereignty”.

( CHILE: HARD-RIGHT POPULIST |

SHIFT & SECURITY STATE
(KAST ADMINISTRATION)

SECURITY VACUUM:
CING SUCCESSION CRISIS

NEMESIO
Y OSEGUERA
103 CERVANTES

(“EL MENCHO")

CONFIRMED DEAD
*ﬁf% 7
FRAGMENTATION &
INTERNAL WAR RISK:

Audias Flores Silva (“El Jardinero”) as
Contender. Potential Balkanization & Violence.

/> $5 MILLION US BOUNTY
4 on Surviving Leadership.
%

Intensnfylng Trans-Border

KAST INAUGURATION:
Immediate Hardline Turn
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THIRTEEN SECURITY
DECREES:
Extraordinary Powers to

Carabineros. Audit
of Ministries.

BORDER BARRIERS &

MIGRATION CONTROL:

Priority on Northern Border
== to Halt Irregular Migration.

“GOVERNMENT OF
EMERGENCY”
FRAMEWORK:
4-Year Bypass of
Political Gridlock.

TREND: WEAPONIZATION OF AUSTERITY.

3

Mobilizing Public against “Corrupt

TREND: FRAGMENTATION ﬂF ORGANIZED CRIME.
Violent C: ion of Cells

TREND: EROSION OF LIBERAL NORMS.

U
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{Expansion of “New Right” & “Mano Dura” Policies.
&

)
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! r—{ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS )ﬁ

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
(TIMELINE)

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Intense Social Unrest in Chile.
“Plan B" Debate in Mexico.
Extreme 0il Market Volatility.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
CING Bloody Internal Purge.

“Centros Libres” Expansion.
Middle East War of Attrition (Blockades).

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

Mexico's “Planned” Energy Divergence
(USMCA Complication). Potential
Chilean Constitutional Redesign.

KEY GOVERNANCE
& TECH TOPICS

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS

US Strike Error (Minaf)
Highlights Human
Verification Failure.
Mexico's Digital Violence
Pact with Tech Giants.

0 5 Al & TECH POLICY:
=

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY:
Intensl? Maritime Security
(Beyond Hormuz).

* Leverage Mexico-Colombia-Brazil
Peace Initiative (Off-ramp for Iran).

* Monitor Human Rights in Chile
(Carabineros Powers).

‘.)-
!

—
ENERGY SECURITY:
Mexico's Price

) Stabilization vs.

Global Shock.
“Planning” as Sovereignty.

&

Zd

~
FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
 Hedge for $150-$200/bbl Oil
EReserve Relief Temporar'x
nsure Compliance with Mexico’s
Digital Violence Protocols.
* Brace for Increased Regional Violence
in CING Territories (Loglshcs/Mfg)
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GLOBAL ENERGY AND SECURITY
ARCHITECTURES FACE
UNPRECEDENTED STRESS AS THE
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT TRIGGERS
MARITIME BLOCKADES, WHILE
LATIN AMERICAN GOVERNANCE
PIVOTS BETWEEN RADICAL
AUSTERITY IN MEXICO AND A
HARD-RIGHT POPULIST SHIFT IN
CHILE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 12, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the "Epic Fury" conflict in the Middle
East, as Iranian forces maintain a blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz, through which 20% of
the world's oil flows. This geopolitical
chokehold has driven Brent crude toward
$100 per barrel, with Iranian leadership
threatening a spike to $200 if hostilities
persist. Concurrently, the conflict has
expanded into Lebanon, where Israeli forces
have intensified strikes on central Beirut and
issued warnings of a potential ground
occupation. The humanitarian toll is
staggering, with over 3.2 million Iranians
displaced and nearly one million Lebanese

civilians fleeing combat Zones, as

international powers struggle to prevent a
regional conflagration from becoming a global
economic catastrophe.

In Latin America, the ideological map is
undergoing a stark realignment. In Mexico,
the administration of Claudia Sheinbaum is
pivoting to a "Plan B" electoral reform after
the failure of constitutional amendments,
seeking to eliminate high-level bureaucratic
privileges and redirect billions toward local
infrastructure. Meanwhile, in Chile, the
inauguration of Jose Antonio Kast signals a
sharp turn toward hardline security policies,
characterized by the immediate signing of
thirteen decrees granting extraordinary
powers to police forces and plans for physical
border barriers. These domestic shifts are
occurring against the Dbackdrop of a
significant security vacuum in the criminal
underworld following the confirmed
neutralization of Nemesio Oseguera
Cervantes ("El Mencho"), sparking fears of an
internal succession war within the Cartel
Jalisco Nueva Generacion (CJNG).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

» Middle East Conflict Escalation ("Epic
Fury"):
o Hezbollah launched its largest rocket

barrage to date, firing 200 projectiles
into Israel in a single night.

o The death toll in Lebanon has reached
687, with Israeli Defense Minister Israel

Katz threatening to seize I.ebanese
territory if rocket fire does not cease.

c The new Iranian Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Mushtabah Hamenei, vowed
vengeance for US-Israeli strikes and
confirmed the continued closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.
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* Global Energy Crisis:
o Qil prices surged after two tankers were
attacked in Iraqgi waters by suspected
Iranian kamikaze boats.

o The International Energy Agency (IEA)
approved a historical release of 400
million barrels from strategic reserves to
mitigate supply disruptions.

* Mexico’s "Plan B" and Austerity Drive:
o President Sheinbaum announced the
"Plan B" reform after the constitutional

version was rejected by 234 votes in the

legislature.

o The new plan focuses on slashing
legislative and  municipal salaries,
targeting local regidors who allegedly
earn more than the President.

* Chilean Political Transition:
°c Jose  Antonio Kast took  office,
immediately prioritizing physical
barriers on the northern border with
Bolivia to halt irregular migration.

o Kast invoked a four-year "government of
emergency" framework to  bypass

traditional political gridlock.

* Security Crisis: Death of "E1 Mencho":
o The administration confirmed the

imien killin f mesi
Oseguera, the long-time leader of the
CJNG.

o Intelligence points to Audias Flores Silva
"El Jardinero") as a top contender for
the vacant leadership role.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Technology Policy: The use of artificial
intelligence in military targeting has come
under intense scrutiny following a US strike
on a school in Minaf that was wrongly

identified as a military objective.
Investigations suggest that while tools like
"Cloud" by Anthropic are used for data
processing, human error in verifying obsolete
data remains the primary cause of such
catastrophic failures. Domestically, Mexico

has established a voluntary agreement with
platforms like Meta and Google to combat
digital violence, specifically targeting non-
consensual content and online harassment of
women.

Energy Security & Economic Resilience:
Facing global wvolatility, the Mexican
government renewed its fuel  price
stabilization pact with 96% of the nation's gas

stations, committing to keep regular gasoline
below 24 pesos per liter. This strategy
contrasts with the liberalized market shocks
seen in Europe and the US, where prices have
skyrocketed due to the Iranian blockade. The
Mexican administration claims this planning-

based approach is the bedrock of its current

economic sovereignty.

Diplomatic Engagement & Bloc Politics:
President Sheinbaum is leading a regional
diplomatic effort, rdinatin with
Colombian President Gustavo Petro on a joint
communique calling for a diplomatic solution
to the Iran-Israel war. This effort includes a
proposal to divert 1% of global military
spending toward international reforestation
and development programs like "Sembrando
Vida".

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Mexico
is aggressively expanding its social safety net
for women through the installation of 323 new
"Centros Libres" in 2026, aiming for a total of
1,001 by year-end. These centers serve as
multipurpose hubs for legal and psychological
support, addressing a historical debt to
women in a country where gender-based
violence remains a systemic issue.
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Succession & Criminal Dynamics: The
CJNG is facing a destabilizing leadership
vacuum. Beyond "El Jardinero," the
organization’s future may hinge on members
of the Oseguera family, including Jessica
Johanna and the imprisoned Rubén
"Menchito" Oseguera. The US has placed a $5
million bounty on the surviving leadership,
signaling an intensifying trans-border effort to
dismantle the cartel's financial and production
networks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today was dominated by
Mexico's rapid transition from a failed
constitutional reform to a more focused "Plan
B" regulatory strategy, alongside Chile’s
executive-heavy "emergency" governance
model.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Plan B Electoral Reform (Mexico): A

legislative package aimed at reducing the
cost of the electoral system by
approximately 4 billion pesos. It includes
measures to compact municipal and state-
level organs and enforce strict salary caps
for high-level officials.

Constitutional Reform on Maximum
Salaries: A measure declared approved by
the Senate that limits all public official
salaries to no more than half of the
President’s salary, expected to return
millions to the federal treasury.

Security and Migration Decrees
(Chile): President Kast signed 13
immediate decrees granting extraordinary
powers to the Carabineros and initiating an
audit of all ministries.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Presidential "Mainanera": President
Sheinbaum addressed the rejection of the
Electoral Reform, labeling those who voted
against it as traitors to the people's will.
She also discussed World Cup 2026
preparations, insisting the tournament will
proceed despite global tensions.

* Digital Violence Pact Announcement:
Secretary of Women Citlali Hernandez and
FGR head Ernestina Godoy presented a 17-

point action plan with tech giants to

expedite the removal of illicit content.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Austerity: The
Mexican administration is framing its "Plan B"
not merely as a fiscal necessity but as a moral
crusade against a "corrupt bureaucracy." By
highlighting specific examples of municipal
regidors earning excessive salaries, the
government is effectively mobilizing public
opinion against independent institutions like
the INE. This narrative of 'r lican
austerity" serves as a powerful political tool to
consolidate power and delegitimize opposition
parties (PRI, PAN, MC) who are depicted as
defenders of privilege. The strategic goal is to
shift resources from institutional oversight to
direct welfare and infrastructure, thereby
tightening the bond between the executive
and the electorate.

The Fragmentation of Organized Crime:
The death of "El Mencho" is likely to lead to
the Balkanization of the CJNG. Unlike
previous transitions, the current landscape is
characterized by high-pressure extradition
threats and significant members already in US

custody. The rise of regional leaderships like

"El Jardinero" suggests a shift from a
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monolithic structure to a more decentralized,
and potentially more violent, confederation of
cells. This transition presents a high risk of
inter-cartel warfare as rivals like the Sinaloa
Cartel or the "Nueva Plaza" faction attempt to
exploit the transition period.

The Erosion of Liberal Norms in the
Southern Cone: The inauguration of Jose
Antonio Kast in Chile represents a significant
expansion of the "New Right" in Latin
America, joining the ranks of Milei in
Argentina and Bukele in El Salvador. Kast's
explicit affinity for the Pinochet era and his
immediate use of "emergency" powers
suggest a move away from the consensus-
based politics of the Boric administration
toward a securitized state model. This trend
indicates a regional preference for "mano
dura" (iron fist) policies to address economic
stagnation and migration crises, often at the
expense  of rights
frameworks.

established human

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intense
social unrest in Chile as detractors of the
Kast administration clash with security
forces. In Mexico, the introduction of the
"Plan B" package will spark heated debate
in the lower house. Globally, oil markets
will remain extremely volatile as the 400-
million-barrel reserve release begins to hit
the market.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The CJNG
will likely undergo a bloody internal purge
to consolidate a new leadership council. In
Mexico, the "Centros Libres" will reach
40% of their national goal, becoming a
cornerstone of the administration's social
narrative. The Middle East conflict may
shift toward a war of attrition centered on
maritime blockades and infrastructure
sabotage.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift toward

"planned" energy markets in Mexico could
lead to a permanent divergence from North

American market-clearing prices,
complicating the review of the TMEC
(USMCA) in 2026. Chile may see a
structural redesign of its constitution if
Kast successfully maintains his
"emergency" mandate.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The US and its allies must intensify
maritime security operations beyond the
Strait of Hormuz, as ks expand in
the Gulf of Oman and Iraqi waters.

* Diplomatic channels should leverage the
Mexico-Colombia-Brazil peace initiative to
provide Iran with a non-Western off-ramp to
the current maritime blockade.

* Monitoring of human rights in Chile is
critical as the new administration
empowers Carabineros with extraordinary
legal immunities.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy-dependent industries should hedge
against $150-$200/bbl oil prices, as the IEA
reserve release may only provide
temporary relief if the Hormuz blockade
persists.

* Tech companies operating in Mexico must
ensure compliance with the new digital
violence protocols, particularly regarding
the rapid takedown of content, to avoid
regulatory backlash or "lawfare" from the
administration.

Logistics and manufacturing firms in

Mexico should brace for increased regional

violence in Jalisco, Michoacéan, and Nayarit
as the CJNG succession struggle plays out.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260312_050000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

