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VENEZUELA ENTERS A NEW ERA
OF NORMALIZATION AS THE U.S.
GRANTS LEGAL RECOGNITION TO
THE DELCY RODRIGUEZ
ADMINISTRATION, TRIGGERING A
MASSIVE INFLUX OF WESTERN
ENERGY INVESTMENT AMIDST
ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST
TENSIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The March 12, 2026 news cycle is dominated
by a profound geopolitical pivot: the United
States government, under the Trump
administration, has officially recognized the
legal representation of the Venezuelan
government led by "Presidenta Encargada"
Delcy Rodriguez in federal court filings. This
move effectively ends years of "interim
government" recognition and signals a
pragmatic shift toward "normalization." The
change in U.S. policy is intrinsically linked to
escalating volatility in the Middle East, where
the new Iranian leader, Moctava Hamenei, has
called for a f Hormuz
following Israeli strikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities. With oil prices resurging past $100
per barrel, Washington is prioritizing energy

security and the ‘"re-Westernization" of
Venezuela as a reliable supplier.

Domestically, the Rodriguez administration is
aggressively pursuing
"rebranding." This is manifested in the release
of over 7,700 detainees under a new Amnesty
Law for Democratic Coexistence and the fast-
tracking of a comprehensive Mining Law to
consolidate control over "rare earth" minerals.
Major Western energy firms, including
Chevron, Shell, Repsol, and Eni, are finalizing
multi-billion dollar agreements to revitalize oil
and gas production, including the first new
drilling operations in Lake Maracaibo in eight
years. The marginalized opposition, led by
Maria Corina Machado, is portrayed by state
media as having lost U.S. backing, while the
government prepares for a high-stakes border
summit with Colombian President Gustavo
Petro.

institutional

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* U.S. Recognition and
Realignment

Diplomatic

The U.S. government submitted court
documents r nizin h Rodriguez
administration's legal standing, a move
seen as a victory for "normalization" over
regime change. State officials emphasize
that this is not just the recognition of a
person, but of a country's right to
participate in international commerce and
recover its services. Concurrently, the
Trump administration has reportedly
withdrawn ‘"coverage" or support for
opposition leader Maria Corina Machado,
who is currently abroad.
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* Energy Sector "Renaissance"

A massive "new opening" of the petroleum
sector is underway, with Chevron and Shell
leading major production projects. Chevron
is expected to expand operations in the
Orinoco Belt (Ayacucho 8), while Shell
focuses on gas fields in northern Monagas.
In a historic milestone, Maurel & Prom
activated a productive drill in Lake
Maracaibo, the first such activity in nearly
a decade. Total production is reportedly
nearing 1.2 million barrels per day, with
goals to reach 1.4 million within a year.

The Strait of Hormuz Crisis

Global energy markets are on high alert as
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard threatens to
close the Strait of Hormuz, requiring all
vessels to seek Persian permission to
transit. This follows Israeli claims of
striking Iranian nuclear weapon facilities.
The U.S. has threatened  military
consequences if the strait is mined, causing
extreme volatility and driving oil prices

back to triple digits.

Domestic Legal Warfare and Amnesty

The implementation of the Ley de Amnistia
para la Convivencia Democratica has

resulted in the release of thousands of
people, which the government frames as a
step toward national reconciliation.
However, the National Assembly is also
replacing top judicial officials, including the
Fiscal General and Defensor del Pueblo,
following sudden resignations, suggesting a
consolidation of power under the new
"normalization" narrative.

* Colombia-Venezuela Border Diplomacy

Presidents Delcy Rodriguez and Gustavo
Petro are scheduled to meet at the Atanasio
Girardot Bridge this Friday. The summit
focuses on a "road map" for energy
integration, including Venezuela selling gas
to Colombia and Colombia providing
electricity to help stabilize the Venezuelan
grid.

* Rise of the Right in Chile

José Antonio Kast has been inaugurated as
President of Chile, promising a "hard hand"
against crime and irregular migration. This
shift in regional dynamics strengthens the

U.S.-aligned right-wing bloc in South
America, though Kast has explicitly

threatened to expel Venezuelan migrants.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Energy Security & Infrastructure

o Venezuela is seeking to re-establish itself
as the secure supplier of energy for the
North American market, a role it held for
a century until 2019.

o The government is negotiating gas
pipeline repairs with Colombia to
activate the "inverse flow" of the Antonio
Ricaurte gasoduct.

° A new Ministry of Hydrocarbons has

been established, with Paula Henao
appointed as Minister to oversee the
technical expansion of oil, gas, and
petrochem.
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e Critical Minerals & Rare Earths
o The National Assembly is fast-tracking a
comprehensive Mining IL.aw to regulate
the extraction of "rare earth" minerals
essential for modern telecommunications
and high-tech industries.

o Legislators warn of '"scenarios of
disorder" if illegal mining at the margins
of the law is not brought under state
control and environmental regulation.

 Economic Investment

Climate

Security &

o The Venezuelan stock market reports
that 35% of investors are now women,
highlighting a shift in domestic financial
participation.

o Private sector leaders are calling for
ligitalizati ¢ and
the elimination of double taxation to
foster binational trade with Colombia.

o Bitcoin has reached 95% of its total
programed supply, with Venezuelan
analysts predicting it could eventually
reach $1 million per unit as it becomes a
“scarce asset."

* International Relations & Bloc Politics
o The Trump administration's "Shield of
the Americas" alliance has notably
xcl lombia, Venezuela, Brazil
and Mexico, indicating a tiered approach
to regional partnerships.

o Venezuelan state media continues to
highlight the "failure" of the extreme

right's strategy, claiming the U.S. now

views them as a "liability."

* Domestic Stability & Rule of Law
o The Amnesty L.aw is being used as a tool
for political de-escalation, though critics
warn it must not lead to "impunity" for
violent crimes.
o State security forces are repressing
"fake news" and information fraud using
new Al-driven detection tools like "Nord
Genius."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is moving with
unprecedented speed, characterized by
extraordinary sessions intended to align
domestic law with new foreign investment
requirements and political "normalization."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ley de Minas (Mining Law): A 146-

article overhaul aimed at integrating
multiple previous regulations into a single
legal framework. It focuses on long-term
concessions (up to 60 years) and the
regulation of "rare earth" minerals. It
provisions for an "Agencia
Nacional de Mineria" to  oversee
environmental impacts and royalties.

includes

* Ley de Amnistia para la Convivencia
Democratica: Legislation providing for the
release of detainees linked to political

protests. As of today, 80% of valid requests

have resulted in full liberty.

*Ley Organica de Hidrocarburos
(Reforms): Amendments to allow greater
private sector intervention across the value
chain, particularly in commercialization
and infrastructure.
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* Normalization through Amnesty and
Institutional Reshuffle

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Judicial Postulations Committee: The
Assembly has granted a 48-hour extension
(until Friday) for citizens to submit
documents for the positions of Fiscal
General and Defensor del Pueblo.

The government is using the Amnesty Law
to shed its image as a pariah state. By
releasing thousands of prisoners, it
attempts to satisfy international human
rights requirements while simultaneously
installing new, "provisional" loyalists in the
Prosecutor General's office. This suggests a
sophisticated "controlled opening" where
political tension is reduced without
relinquishing ultimate control of state
institutions.

* Petro-Rodriguez Border Summit Prep:

Officials confirmed the meeting at the
Atanasio Girardot Bridge to formalize
energy swaps and border security
cooperation.

* Rueda de Negocios "Ciencia
Productiva": The UCV Faculty of Sciences
announced an event for March 19-20 to link

mic r rch h roleum an

mining industries.

e The Rare Earth Mineral Rush

The focus on the new Mining L.aw indicates
that Venezuela is preparing for a post-oil
transition or at least diversifying its
strategic value. By targeting "rare earths"
and "non-traditional minerals," the state is
positioning itself as a critical player in the
global green-tech and semiconductor
supply chains, seeking to attract Western
The most striking trend is the abandonment and Asian investment outside the
traditional petroleum sector.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

* Energy Pragmatism Over Ideology

of the "maximum pressure" campaign by
the U.S. in favor of securing Venezuelan
heavy crude. The recognition of Delcy
Rodriguez is a tactical admission that
regime stability is preferable to supply

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

. . / . e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The Petro-
disruptions during a Middle Eastern war. Rodriguez summit will likely lead to the full

Venezuela is responding by "re- reopening of border crossings for 24-hour

Westernizing” its legal and economic commercial traffic. Expect a surge in oil

frameworks to accommodate companies
like Chevron and Shell, effectively moving
away from the "socialism of the 21st
century" toward a ragmati -

capitalist model.

prices if Iran follows through on blockade
threats, potentially leading to the U.S.
deploying naval escorts for tankers in the
Persian Gulf.
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Venezuelan
oil production will likely stabilize above 1.4
million bpd as new Western technology and
capital arrive. The Amnesty process will
wind down, and the newly appointed
judicial authorities will oversee a "

institutionalization" phase that could lead

to the formal lifting of more U.S. sanctions.

*long Term (1-5 Years): If the
"normalization” holds, Venezuela may
undergo a structural shift toward a

'Westernized" state-capitalist economy,
similar to the Gulf Monarchies, where

political control remains centralized but the
economy is deeply integrated with Global
North capital. The marginalization of the
current opposition may lead to the
"dialogue-friendly"

re-

emergence of new,
political factions.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The formal recognition of the Rodriguez
administration implies that international
treaties and debt restructuring must now
engage directly with her cabinet, ignoring
previous "interim" parallel structures.

*» The Hormuz crisis increases the strategic
importance of the Caribbean as a safe
energy corridor, necessitating enhanced
maritime security cooperation between the
U.S. and Venezuela.

The rise of right-wing governments in Chile
and potentially elsewhere may create new

friction over migration, even as economic

relations normalize.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Infrastructure: There are
immediate  opportunities in refining,
ipeline repair, an lectrical neration,
as the government prioritizes grid stability
to support industrial growth.

* Mining Compliance: Investors must
navigate a rapidly evolving regulatory
environment as the new Mining lLaw is
implemented; early entry into the "rare
earth" sector may offer high rewards but

significant environmental and

political risk.

carries

* Consumer Markets: As "normalization"

progresses and currency stabilization
efforts continue (despite high costs of
living), there is a latent demand for
Western medical equipment and
pharmaceutical products that can now be
legally imported.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
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broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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