
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
LRT

M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

LRT

M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 6

GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS FACE

HISTORIC DISRUPTION AMID

IRANIAN NAVAL ESCALATION AS

LITHUANIA GRAPPLES WITH

INTERNAL MEDIA GOVERNANCE

AND DEMOGRAPHIC CRISES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  12,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  massive

intensification  of  the  conflict  in  the  Middle

East,  triggering  a  global  energy  crisis  as

Iranian  forces  effectively  throttled  maritime

traffic in the Strait of Hormuz. With oil prices

hitting $100 per barrel despite the release of

400 million barrels from global reserves, the

international community is facing the largest

supply disruption in history. While the Trump

administration  claims  military  success  and

economic benefit from the price surge, the US

Energy Secretary  admitted a  critical  lack of

capacity to defend commercial shipping in the

Gulf,  signaling  a  major  gap  in  Western

security architecture. This regional instability

is  manifesting  in  Europe  through  sharply

rising  fuel  costs  and  renewed  calls  for

pandemic-style  economic  interventions  to

support the tourism and transport sectors.

In Lithuania, domestic politics reached a fever

pitch  as  the  ruling  coalition  moved  forward

with  a  controversial  overhaul  of  the  public

broadcaster (LRT)  despite  heavy  criticism

from  journalists  and  the  opposition.  Critics

argue  the  bill  represents  a  "political

bulldozer"  aimed  at  eroding  editorial

independence.  Simultaneously,  a  legislative

attempt to remove the Speaker of the Seimas

failed due to a coalition boycott, highlighting

deep  fissures  in  parliamentary  cohesion.

These internal political battles are occurring

against  a  backdrop  of  long-term  existential

challenges, including a spiraling demographic

crisis and the continued presence of Russian-

linked infrastructure like the "Moscow House"

in  Vilnius,  which  local  authorities  are  now

attempting  to  demolish  through

unconventional private-sector "donations."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Middle  East  Naval  War  and  Energy

Shock 

New  Iranian  leader  Ayatollah  Mučaba

Hameneji  called for a total  blockade of

the Strait of Hormuz, targeting one-fifth

of the world’s oil and gas supply.

Multiple  commercial  vessels  were

attacked  by  explosive-laden Iranian

boats near the UAE and in Iraqi waters.

The  International  Energy  Agency  (IEA)

reports the largest oil supply disruption

in  history,  with  Gulf  nations  cutting

production by 10 million barrels per day

due to the conflict.

Attacks  have  expanded  to  include  an

Italian military base in Erbil and civilian

targets in Dubai and Saudi Arabia.
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Lithuanian  Public  Broadcaster

Governance Crisis 

The Seimas advanced a bill  to increase

the  LRT  Council to  15  members  and

establish  a  new  administrative  board,

which critics claim will be politicized.

Over  60  journalists  and  media

organizations signed a petition warning

that  the  changes  threaten  editorial

independence  and  align  with  "political

influence agents."

The Venice Commission is reviewing the

project under an urgency procedure, but

the ruling coalition is proceeding before

the  commission's  final  findings  are

released.

Regional  Disunity  and  Defense

Spending 

A  deepening  dispute  between  Ukraine,

Hungary,  and  Slovakia over  the

"Druzhba"  oil  pipeline  has  led  to  a

suspension of emergency power and fuel

supplies to Ukraine.

Czech President Petr Pavel criticized his

own parliament's decision to cut defense

spending  below  1.8% of  GDP,  well

beneath  the  NATO  target,  risking

alliance credibility.

The  ICC has  launched  an  investigation

into Belarusian crimes against humanity,

specifically  focusing  on  the  forced

deportation of dissidents into Lithuanian

territory.

Domestic  Stagnation  and

Infrastructure Issues 

The "Moscow House" in Vilnius remains

standing 1,200 days after a court order

for its demolition; the city is now seeking

a legal loophole to allow private firms to

demolish it for free as a "social action."

Lithuania  continues  to  see  a  tragic

decline  in  birth  rates,  with  experts

warning  of  a  "waterfall"  demographic

collapse that the government is failing to

address  through  current  benefit

structures.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

The  Lithuanian  Economy  Ministry  is

weighing temporary excise tax cuts on fuel

to mitigate the impact of $100 oil, rejecting

a proposed price cap as market-distorting.

Lithuania's  strategic  "Independence"  LNG

terminal is highlighted as a critical buffer

against  the  current  global  supply  shock,

though rising costs remain an inflationary

threat.

The  tourism  sector  is  lobbying  for

repatriation  cost  compensation and  loan

deferrals, mirroring measures taken during

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Statecraft and Media Integrity

The  debate  over  LRT  governance  focuses

on  abstract  dismissal  grounds for  the

General Director, which legal experts warn

could be used for political retribution.

New regulations may impede investigative

journalism by  requiring  council  approval

for collaborations with other media outlets,

potentially  stifling cross-border corruption

probes.
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National Security and Hybrid Threats

Military  analysts  note  that  Russia  is

leveraging  Iranian  intelligence to  target

Western interests in the Middle East while

maintaining  a  "meat-grinder"  front  in

Ukraine.

Lithuanian  police  are  investigating  MP

Remigijus  Žemaitaitis  for  denying  Soviet

crimes and  spreading  misinformation

regarding  the  March  11  independence

restoration.

Rule of Law and Institutional Stability

A  vote  to  remove  the  Speaker  of  the

Seimas,  Juozas  Olekas,  failed  after  the

coalition boycotted the ballot,  a move the

opposition termed "undemocratic."

The  controversy  stems  from  the

unconstitutional  nomination of  a  political

ally to the Constitutional Court, signaling a

degradation of judicial appointment norms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  was  dominated

by a high-stakes struggle over the control of

state  institutions  and  the  management  of  a

dual  crisis:  a  global  energy  spike  and  a

domestic  demographic  collapse.  The  ruling

coalition  used  its  majority  to  force  through

broadcaster  reforms  while  successfully

neutralizing  an  opposition-led  attempt  to

decapitate the Seimas leadership.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT  Law  Amendments: A  proposal  to

restructure  LRT  management,  creating  a

new  board  and  expanding  the  council.  It

passed  its  initial  reading  with  67  votes

despite  significant  professional  and

political pushback.

Excise Tax Relief: Discussions led by the

Ministry of  Economy to temporarily lower

fuel taxes in response to Iranian-driven oil

price surges.

Charity  and  Support  Act  Changes:

Proposed  by  Vilnius  Mayor  Valdas

Benkunskas  to  allow  service-based

donations from  businesses,  specifically  to

facilitate  the  demolition  of  the  "Moscow

House."

Free School Meals Extension: A debate

over  the  stalled  implementation of  free

lunches for 3rd and 4th graders, currently

delayed until at least 2027 despite a budget

surplus  in  the  social  insurance  fund

(Sodra).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Olekas  Confidence  Vote: A  failed  no-

confidence  procedure against  Speaker

Juozas Olekas, which saw only 40 votes cast

due to a ruling party walkout.

UN  Human  Rights  Council  Briefing:

Presentation  of  a  report  on  the  systemic

kidnapping of Ukrainian children by Russia,

with 80% still missing.

Lithuania's  36th  Anniversary  Special:

An expert-led broadcast evaluating national

progress since  1990,  highlighting

constitutional  stability  and  energy

independence as top achievements.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Vulnerability  of  Maritime  Choke

Points

The rapid escalation in the Strait of Hormuz

illustrates the extreme fragility of the global

energy  supply  chain.  The  admission  by  US

officials that they were unprepared to protect
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shipping  despite  previous  "protection"

rhetoric  suggests  a  significant  strategic

overextension. Iran's ability to drive prices to

$100 with  asymmetric  naval  tactics—suicide

boats  and  mine-laying—proves  that  even

technologically  superior  navies  can  be

deterred  by  high-risk  maritime  blockades.

This  trend  forces  a  reassessment  of  energy

security  for  countries  like  Lithuania,  which,

despite having its own LNG terminal, remains

tethered to global price fluctuations driven by

conflicts in distant theaters.

Erosion of Institutional Guardrails

In  Lithuania,  the  simultaneous  battles  over

the broadcaster law and the Seimas Speaker's

leadership  suggest  a  trend  toward

"majoritarianism"  at  the  expense  of

established  norms.  The  use  of  legislative

bulldozing and  boycotts  to  settle  political

scores  or  capture  institutional  oversight

bodies mirrors trends seen in other parts of

Central  and  Eastern  Europe.  This  internal

friction,  coupled  with  the  unconstitutional

attempt to  fill  judicial  seats  with  political

partisans,  risks  weakening  the  state's

resilience against the hybrid external threats

posed by Russia and Belarus.

Demographic and Infrastructure Inertia

There  is  a  growing  gap  between  state

ambition  and  administrative  capacity.  The

long-delayed  demolition of  the  "Moscow

House"  highlights  a  "bureaucratic  paralysis"

where court orders are ignored for years due

to  procurement  failures.  Similarly,  the

demographic  crisis is  met  with  "post-slavic

drift,"  where officials  acknowledge a "crisis"

but  fail  to  implement  rapid,  large-scale

financial  interventions  despite  having

hundreds of  millions in surplus social  funds.

The state is struggling to pivot from long-term

planning  to  the  "rapid,  sharp  decisions"

demanded by current emergencies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant increase in fuel prices across the

EU, likely leading to excise tax reductions

in  Lithuania  and  Poland.  In  the  Middle

East, a massive naval clash in the Persian

Gulf  is  probable  as  the  US  and  Israel

attempt to break the Hormuz blockade. In

Lithuania,  the  LRT  law  will  likely  pass,

triggering a legal challenge or an appeal to

the President for a veto.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

Druzhba pipeline dispute will likely lead to

energy rationing in Slovakia and Hungary

unless  a  diplomatic  breakthrough  occurs

with Ukraine. Russia will continue to reap

billions  in  windfall  profits from  high  oil

prices,  potentially  funding a  new summer

offensive.  Lithuania's  political  focus  will

shift  toward  the  newly  elected  party

leadership (Laisvės  partija)  and  early

election maneuvering.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Lithuania  will

likely face a severe labor shortage as birth

rates  fail  to  recover,  forcing  a  choice

between  mass  immigration  or  economic

stagnation.  The  current  security

architecture  in  the  Gulf may  be

permanently altered, with China potentially

stepping  in  as  a  new  "guarantor"  of

maritime stability if Western forces remain

unable to secure the Strait.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

NATO  members  must  address  the

credibility  gap created  by  nations  falling

significantly  below  the  2%  GDP  defense

spending threshold,  as  seen in  the  Czech

Republic.

The EU should establish a formal mediation

mechanism  for  intra-bloc  energy  disputes

(Ukraine-Hungary-Slovakia)  to  prevent

bilateral  grievances  from  undermining

collective sanctions against Russia.

International  shipping must  prepare for  a

long-term closure of the Strait of Hormuz,

accelerating the development of alternative

land-based pipelines and Arctic routes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy-intensive  industries  in  Lithuania

should hedge against sustained $100+ oil

and consider accelerated investment in on-

site  renewable  generation to  bypass  grid

and fuel price volatility.

The  Lithuanian  construction  sector  may

find  an  unconventional  PR  opportunity in

the  "Moscow  House"  project,  but  should

wary of the litigation risks associated with

failed government procurements.

Investors  in  the  digital  and  media  space

should monitor the broadcaster law closely,

as  it  signals  a  shift  in  the  regulatory

environment  for  information  freedom and

public oversight in the Baltic region.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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