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~150 Tankers Stranded; IEA Releases 400M Barrels Ahead of Mar 29 Elecuons Detains Activists
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US/Israel Target Iranian Voter Intimidation, Phantom Lists, EU Pivots to Nuclear (SMRs, Krsko
Infrastructure; Minab Strike (168 Opposition Pressure in Bajina Basta; Block 2); Croatia-Israel Rift; EU
Killed); US Service Member Deaths; Milan Radojéi¢ Implicated Serbia Report Stalls; Al in Warfare/

Trump: “Nearing Total Victory” Propaganda; BiH Health/Agn Crisis

GLOBAL MARITIME JUDICIAL & CIVIL BILLS & HEARINGS:
PARALYSIS: RS CRACKDOWN: Serbian Oil Export Ban;
Strait of Hormuz i Eurojust Office Closed, BiH Financial Laws;
Closed, Insurance 200 Cases Suspended; Croatia Nuclear Law;
Withdrawals; Oil Activists (PeSic, Pentagon Briefing;
Prices >$1 00/barrel kanovnc) Detained on Kokanovi¢ Hearing;
“Security” Charges Picula Report
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STATE POWER INDEPENDENCE VS. MODERNIZATION
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& Arrests in Serbia Ahead of Balkan Nuclear Shift Accelerates Power Shift (Croatla/AIbama with
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FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
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Ruleof Law Insurance Framework on Activist Safety Diversify from Re-evaluate Serbian  Prepare for Long-
Obstruction for Hormuz Middle East Crude,  State Infrastructure Term Insurance

Focus on CEE Nuclear (Expo 2027) due to Hikes, Recalibrate
Supply Chain Corruption/Regulatory Risk Models
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 12, 2026, marks the 12th day of
"Operation Epic Fury," a massive military
escalation in the Middle East led by the
United States and Israel against Iran and its
proxies. The conflict reached a critical
juncture with the debut of Mojtaba Khamenei
as Iran’s new Supreme Leader, following the
death of his father. His first official
communique demanded the closure of all US
bases in the region and the continued
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. This
geopolitical chokehold has paralyzed global
shipping, with approximately 150 tankers
stranded as insurance providers withdraw
coverage, citing an ncalculabl risk
environment. In response, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) has authorized the
release of 400 million barrels of oil from
emergency reserves to prevent a total global
economic meltdown, even as prices surge past
$100 per barrel.

In the Balkans, the day is underscored by a
profound sense of historical irony and
democratic  regression on the 23rd
anniversary of the assassination of Serbian
Prime Minister Zoran Pindi¢. While regional
leaders paid lip service to his legacy, reports
emerged of systemic voter intimidation and
the use of "phantom" electoral lists ahead of
the March 29 local elections. Most alarming is
the closure of Serbia’s Eurojust office in The
Hague, a move that effectively halts
cooperation on high-level organized crime
cases. Domestically, the Serbian government
is intensifying its crackdown on dissent,
detaining  environmental activists and
students on questionable "security" charges,
suggesting a shift toward open repression as
the ruling party consolidates power through
shadow brokers like Milan Radojci¢.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Operation Epic Fury and the New
Iranian Leadership
o The conflict has entered a more lethal
phase; US and Israeli forces targeted
Iranian infrastructure, including a
precision strike in Minab that reportedly
killed 168 schoolgirls, an incident
blamed on outdated intelligence data.

o

Mojtaba Khamenei has assumed the role
of Supreme Leader, signaling a hardline
stance by vowing to avenge the blood of
"martyrs" and maintaining the Hormuz
blockade.

o The US Pentagon reports at least six
American service members killed in
action during the first week of the
offensive, = which President Trump
maintains is nearing "total victory."
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* Global Energy and Maritime Paralysis
o The Strait of Hormuz is effectively closed
to commercial traffic due to Iranian
mining and the refusal of protection and

indemnity (P&I) clubs to issue insurance

for tankers.

o JEA nations agreed to release 400
million barrels of crude to stabilize
markets, while Serbia has preemptively
banned oil exports until March 19 to
protect domestic reserves.

* Electoral Integrity Crisis in Serbia
o Opposition leaders in Bajina Basta allege
that former Serbian List VP Milan
Radojci¢ is pressuring local businessmen
with lists of employees who must be
prevented from voting for the opposition.

o

Monitoring organizations have identified
at least 12 "phantom" candidate lists
designed to confuse voters and dilute the
opposition's reach in the 10
municipalities holding elections on
March 29.

* Judicial and Civil Crackdown
o The High Prosecutorial Council's failure
to appoint a liaison to Eurojust has
resulted in the suspension of 200 cases,
including nine active investigations into
high-level organized crime in Serbia.

o Student activist Luka PeSi¢ was detained
and his home searched for allegedly
"endangering security" by distributing
stickers featuring the image of the UKP
chief.

o Environmental activist Zlatko Kokanovic¢
remains in detention in Sabac, facing
charges of assaulting a public official, a
claim his defense denies as politically
motivated.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Infrastructure The EU
is pivoting rapidly toward nuclear energy as
Middle Eastern oil supplies remain volatile.
France is leading a nuclear alliance of 16
nations to invest €250 million in Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs). Croatia is
advancing plans for a second block at the
Krsko nuclear plant, targeting 30% nuclear
capacity by 2040. In Serbia, controversy
surrounds unpermitted construction for Expo
2027 on the Savski Kej, which critics argue
ignores safety and environmental regulations
in favor of rapid hotel expansion.

International Relations & Diplomatic
Warfare A diplomatic rift has opened
between Croatia and Israel. President Zoran
Milanovi¢ rebuked Israeli Ambassador Amir
Korun for suggesting the Iranian embassy in
Zagreb might be a "terrorist den," calling the
ambassador's rhetoric an unacceptable
harassment of the Croatian  public.
Meanwhile, the EU's draft report on Serbia,
authored by Tonino Picula, indicates that
Serbia’s integration process has stalled due to
backsliding on the rule of law and political
polarization.

Al & Cybersecurity Technological
sovereignty is under scrutiny as Al tools are
integrated into warfare and surveillance.
Reports highlight Israel's use of Al-generated
"kill lists" in Gaza, while the UK is deploying
Al-driven cameras for facial recognition in
crime hotspots. Domestically, Serbian activists
are being targeted by Al-manipulated imagery
and propaganda used by pro-government
"centers for social stability" to discredit
academics and students.

Labor & Industry In Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the healthcare sector faces a
crisis as the Tuzla Canton Union of Doctors
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announced protests over a shortage of 200

specialists and poor working conditions,
which are driving medical professionals to
emigrate. Similarly, agricultural workers in
the region express profound uncertainty
regarding the upcoming planting season due
to a lack of state guarantees and rising fuel
costs.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused on crisis
management and the centralization of state
power, with several Balkan governments
passing emergency measures to mitigate the
fallout of the Middle East war. These moves
are often coupled with controversial "security"
laws that expand the reach of the executive
branch.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Serbian Oil Export Ban: An emergency
decree prohibiting the export of crude oil
and derivatives until March 19 to secure
domestic supply during the Hormuz
blockade.

* BiH Financial Innovation Laws: A
package of laws regarding leasing,
electronic money, and banks aimed at
modernizing the market and reducing
banking fees, currently stalled in the
Federal Parliament.

Croatia Nuclear Development Law:
Legislation opening the path for a long-
term nuclear strategy, including the
selection of technologies and sites for new
reactors.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon Press Briefing: Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth claimed media
coverage of US service member deaths is a
political vendetta against the Trump
administration, insisting the war is a
success despite casualties.

» Kokanovi¢ Hearing: Environmentalist
Zlatko Kokanovi¢ was interr in
Sabac prison rather than a court, due to
alleged "lack of vehicles," a move seen by
supporters as an attempt to avoid public
protests in Loznica.

* Picula Report Presentation: Tonino
Picula presented a draft report to the
European Parliament, recommending a full
revision of Serbia's judicial laws and
expressing deep concern over democratic
backsliding.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Privatization of State Power A
recurring theme across today's reports is the
personalization and privatization of state
functions, particularly in Serbia. The
centralization of arms export decisions into
the hands of a few individuals has reportedly
bypassed standard ministerial oversight,
leading to secret deals with Israel and
Azerbaijan. Military analyst Aleksandar Radi¢
notes that contracts are now direct and lack
tenders, serving the interests of "TV
spectacles" rather than long-term strategic
planning. This privatization
electoral politics, where shadowy figures like
Radojci¢ allegedly operate outside the legal
framework to influence local outcomes.

extends to

The End of Judicial Independence The
closure of the Eurojust office is perhaps the
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most significant indicator of the collapse of
judicial autonomy in Serbia. By failing to
renew the mandate of the liaison prosecutor,
the state has effectively blindfolded European
investigators regarding Serbian organized
crime. This occurs as internal police units are
used to intimidate students for sticker
distribution, a gross disproportion of force
that signals the judiciary and police have
transitioned from public servants to tools of
political survival.

Historical Regression vs. Modernization
On the bindi¢ anniversary, the prevailing
sentiment is one of "falling into an abyss" (u
provaliju). Comparisons between 2003 and
2026 suggest that the "vision of a modern
European state" has been replaced by the
methods of the 1990s. Activists note that
while the technology has improved—citing the
use of "zvucni topovi' (LRAD) and Al—the
political culture has regressed to one of fear,
state-sponsored propaganda, and the
suppression of the intellectual elite.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in fuel prices as the 400 million
barrel IEA release hits a market still hindered
by a closed Hormuz Strait. In Serbia, the run-
up to the March 29 elections will likely see
increased civil unrest and more arrests of
"security threats" as the government attempts
to suppress opposition momentum in critical
municipalities like Bajina Basta and Loznica.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If "Operation
Epic Fury" concludes with the '"victory"
promised by the US administration, a
prolonged humanitarian crisis in Iran is
inevitable, with UNHCR projecting 3 million
displaced Balkan
accelerate their shift toward nuclear energy

persons. states  will

to decouple from Middle Eastern instability,
likely resulting in significant new contracts for

SMR technology and Block 2 of Krsko.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
decoupling of Serbia from European judicial
standards (Eurojust) could lead to a formal
suspension of EU accession talks. The
regional power architecture will shift as
Croatia and Albania deepen ties with the US/
Israel bloc, while Serbia potentially moves
closer to China for advanced military

hardware, such as the long-range missiles
recently spotted on Serbian MiG-29s.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The EU should consider formal sanctions or
the withholding of funds linked to the rule
of law, given the deliberate obstruction of
Eurojust cooperation.

* NATO and EU maritime authorities must
develop a secondary insurance framework
for tankers to bypass the blockade of
Hormuz, as P&I clubs will not return until
kinetic operations cease entirely.

* Pressure must be applied to the Serbian
government to ensure the safety of activists
like Zlatko Kokanovi¢, as his detention
viol international for the

treatment of political dissenters.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Sector: Diversify away from
Middle Eastern crude immediately; focus
on the burgeoning nuclear ly chain in
Central and Eastern Europe, specifically
SMR component manufacturing.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260312_020000

* Balkan Risk: Re-evaluate investments in
Serbian state-led infrastructure (e.g., Expo

2027) due to a lack of regul
transparency and high corruption risk.

* Logistics: Prepare for long-term insurance
premium hikes for all maritime routes
passing near conflict zones, as the risk
models for drapes and drone strikes are
being permanently recalibrated.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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