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IRAN SOLIDIFIES LEADERSHIP

SUCCESSION AND ESCALATES

REGIONAL CONFLICT AMID GLOBAL

ENERGY PARALYSIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  12,  2026,  marks  the  13th  day  of  an

unprecedented regional  war  initiated by  the

joint US-Israeli "decapitation strikes" against

the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.  The  primary

strategic  development  is  the  successful

consolidation of Iranian governance following

the  martyrdom  of  Ayatollah  Sayid  Ali

Khamenei.  The  88-member  Assembly  of

Experts has elected Ayatollah Sayid Mujtaba

Khamenei as the third Leader of the Islamic

Revolution.  This  transition  has  debunked

Western  intelligence  projections  of  a  power

vacuum or internal collapse. Instead, the new

leadership has adopted an aggressive posture,

signaling a shift from "strategic patience" to a

doctrine  of  "regret-inducing  defense"  that

targets US and Israeli assets across the entire

Persian Gulf and Levant.

On the military front, the IRGC has launched

the 42nd wave of "Operation True Promise 4,"

utilizing advanced drones and heavy ballistic

missiles with warheads exceeding one ton in

weight.  Simultaneously,  the  maritime

blockade  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

effectively  paralyzed  20%  of  the  global  oil

supply,  driving  Brent  crude  prices  toward

$120  per  barrel.  Major  energy  firms,

including  TotalEnergies,  have  halted

production in Qatar, Iraq, and the UAE due to

security  risks.  In  Lebanon,  the  conflict  has

widened  as  Israel  issued  a  mass  evacuation

order for residents south of the Zahrani River,

effectively  attempting to  carve out  a  deeper

buffer  zone  in  response  to  sustained

Hezbollah  rocket  fire  and successful  ground

repulsions.

The  day's  narrative  is  defined  by  a  sharp

divide  between  Western  media  reports

focusing  on  "regime  engineering"  and  the

ground  reality  of  a  hybrid  war  that  is

depleting US and Israeli munitions stockpiles.

Reports  indicate  that  the  US  is  rationing

interceptor  missiles and  withdrawing  THAD

and Patriot  systems from strategic  locations

like  South  Korea  to  fill  gaps  in  West  Asian

defenses.  As  International  Quds  Day

approaches, the axis of resistance appears to

be  leveraging  the  conflict  to  catalyze  a

broader "global uprising" against the current

regional security architecture.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Formal Succession and First  Message

of Ayatollah Mujtaba Khamenei 

The  Assembly  of  Experts  formally  elected

Mujtaba  Khamenei  to  succeed  his  father,

emphasizing  his  military  background  and

status  as  a  "gatekeeper"  to  the  previous

leadership. His military service in the Iran-

Iraq war is being highlighted to bolster his

credentials among the IRGC.
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In his first public address, the new leader

emphasized national unity and warned that

Iran  would  seize  or  destroy  equivalent

assets if  the  US and Israel  refuse  to  pay

war reparations for infrastructure damage.

The  address  specifically  targeted  regional

states,  "advising"  them  to  shut  down  US

bases  to  avoid  further  collateral  damage,

while maintaining that Iran seeks friendly

relations with its 15 neighbors.

2. Escalation of "Operation True Promise

4" 

The  IRGC and  Hezbollah  have  conducted

coordinated strikes against US and Israeli

targets,  specifically focusing on "blinding"

the US and Zionist radar networks.

Iranian  intelligence  claims  to  have

successfully  targeted  US  officers  in

residential  compounds  in  Bahrain  and

Kuwait.

The  use  of  heavy  missiles  such  as  the

Emad,  Khaibar  Shekan,  and  Fattah  has

increased,  with  the  IRGC  vowing  to  no

longer  use  warheads  weighing  less  than

one ton.

3.  Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Maritime

Blockade 

The Strait  of  Hormuz remains "effectively

closed,"  with  the  US  Navy  admitting  it

cannot  currently  provide  escorts for

commercial  shipping  despite  President

Trump’s earlier promises.

Major producers like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,

and the UAE have been forced to reduce oil

production due to a lack of storage capacity

and  the  inability  to  export  through  the

blocked straits.

The US Energy Secretary has warned that

the Strategic Petroleum Reserve may only

last for weeks, not months, under current

consumption and disruption levels.

4.  Israeli  Ground  Incursions  and  Buffer

Zone Expansion 

Israel  has expanded its  evacuation orders

in  Lebanon  to  the  Zahrani  River,  shifting

the conflict focus beyond the Litani River.

Hezbollah  claims  to  have  defeated  Israeli

"special brigades" attempting to penetrate

southern  Lebanon,  maintaining  a  high

volume of rocket fire into 18 settlements.

Reports from Beirut confirm Israeli strikes

on  civilian  centers,  including  Ramlet  al-

Baida,  a  beach  area  used  by  displaced

persons.

5.  US  Munitions  Scarcity  and  Logistics

Shifts 

The US is facing a severe shortage of aerial

defense  interceptors,  reportedly

withdrawing  Patriot  systems  from  South

Korea to support the Israeli front.

Pentagon spending is projected to reach up

to $95 billion for direct military costs if the

war  continues,  with  three  fighter  jets

already lost in Kuwait.

Aerial  refueling  tankers  are  being

concentrated  at  Ben  Gurion  Airport,

transforming  it  into  a  hub for  long-range

operations.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability 

The  election  of  Mujtaba  Khamenei  was

finalized within  days  of  the  assassination,

utilizing  contingency  procedures  in  the

constitution to  prevent  a  power  struggle.

The  role  of  the  88-member  Assembly  of

Experts  was  central  to  this  legitimization

process.

Domestic stability in Iran is being framed

through  the  lens  of  the  "children  of

Ramadan,"  with  state  media  emphasizing

that people are returning to Iran from the

diaspora to defend the nation.

Energy Security 

The  "oil  weapon"  is  being  deployed  with

total  effect;  Iran  has  stated  that  "not  a

single  liter  of  oil" will  pass  the  Strait  of

Hormuz if Iranian ports are targeted.

TotalEnergies'  halt  in  production  in  Iraq

and  Qatar  suggests  a  withdrawal  of

Western  capital from  the  region's  energy

infrastructure  as  security  guarantees

evaporate.

National Security & Security Architecture 

Iran  is  reportedly  opening  "new  fronts"

where the enemy has little experience and

high  vulnerability.  This  includes  the

deployment  of  underwater  drones/swarms

to target tankers.

The  IRGC  claims  to  have  destroyed  the

Green Pine radar system and Elta systems

in Israel,  significantly degrading the "Iron

Dome" effectiveness.

Statecraft & Financial Resilience 

Iran is pivoting toward "war reparations" as

a diplomatic tool,  threatening to seize US

assets globally  to  pay  for  local  damage.

This represents a new form of legal warfare

(lawfare).

Despite  sanctions,  Iran  reportedly

transferred  11  million  barrels  of  oil  to

China recently, indicating an bypass of the

blockade  via  alternative  routes  or  prior

agreements.

Diplomatic Engagement & Bloc Politics 

The  "G2"  concept  is  being  rejected  by

China;  officials  in  Beijing  state  that  all

countries  should  be  equal,  signaling  a

refusal to help the US mitigate its prestige

loss in West Asia.

The UN Security Council's condemnation of

Iran  is  being  dismissed  by  Tehran  as

"garbage of  history" due to its  silence on

the Gaza genocide.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  has  shifted  entirely  to

emergency  executive  orders  and  military

councils.  The  Iranian  Parliament  has

effectively ceded immediate tactical control to

the Supreme National Defense Council, while

the  Assembly  of  Experts  concluded its  most

significant  constitutional  task  in  decades.  In

the US, the administration is  facing internal

criticism over the legality of the unprovoked

strikes and  the  potential  for  a  "false  flag"

incident to justify boots on the ground.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Iranian Constitutional  Succession: Not

a bill, but the activation of Article 107/111

to appoint Mujtaba Khamenei and maintain

state functioning during wartime.

US  War  Powers  Act  Challenges:

Discussion  of  whether  Trump  violated

international law by targeting a sovereign

leader during diplomatic negotiations.

UN Security Council Resolution: A failed

attempt  to  condemn  Iran for  regional

instability, which was met with derision by

Tehran and its allies.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

First  Message  of  the  New  Leader:

Ayatollah  Mujtaba  Khamenei's  address

offered  sympathy  to  the  survivors and

established the reparation doctrine.

US  Scentcom  Briefing: Confessed  that

the  war  may  last  much  longer than  the

initial 5-6 week schedule.

Assembly  of  Experts  Session: Provided

the  religious  and  legal  basis  for  the  new

leadership.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  "Plausible  Deniability" The

conflict has moved past the era of proxy wars.

The  direct  US-Israeli  targeting  of  Iranian

schools (Minab)  and  leadership  has  forced

Iran to abandon its previous caution. This is

visible  in  the  IRGC's  transition  to  "True

Promise"  operations,  which  are  no  longer

symbolic but intended for "utter destruction"

of command centers.

The Fragility of the "Petrodollar" Security

Umbrella The GCC states are experiencing a

realization  that  the  US cannot  protect  their

energy  infrastructure  from  indigenous

threats. The withdrawal of THAD and Patriot

systems  to  focus  on  Israel  has  left  regional

allies feeling vulnerable and exposed. This is

driving a nascent "re-alignment" toward Iran’s

advice  of  shutting  down  foreign  bases  to

secure regional peace.

Cognitive  Warfare  and  Information

Sovereignty Tehran is winning the "cognitive

war"  among the global  south by contrasting

Western  "human  rights"  rhetoric  with  the

reality  of  170  children  killed  in  Minab.

Meanwhile,  social  media  is  eroding  Western

narrative control;  footage of Iranian missiles

hitting  Tel  Aviv is  circumventing  Israeli

censorship, leading to a "morale breakdown"

among settler populations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

International  Quds  Day  (March  13)  will

likely  see  massive  unrest  in  London,

Nigeria,  and  the  Arab  world,  potentially

leading to the opening of the "new fronts"

mentioned by the Iranian leadership.

Expect a "false flag" incident on US soil, as

predicted by Iranian officials, to counteract

the  massive  disapproval  of  the  war

(currently at 55% in some US polls).

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The US midterms will be a "breaking point"

for  current  policy.  The  projected

Republican defeat in the House and Senate

could lead to an abrupt US withdrawal or

an off-ramp, as the economic cost of $95B

becomes unsustainable.
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Israel  will  face  a  critical  munitions

exhaustion; without the US plugging holes

in  their  inventory,  the  Iron  Dome  will

become  a  legacy  system  rather  than  an

active defense.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

A permanent shift in the regional security

architecture. The "Greater Israel" project is

facing an existential hurdle in the form of a

more militarized and unified Iran-Lebanon-

Iraq axis.

China and Russia will likely emerge as the

primary  mediators  and  infrastructure

partners in a post-US West Asia, especially

as  US  prestige  "crumbles"  under  military

failure.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomatic channels must acknowledge the

new  leadership  in  Tehran immediately;

ignoring  Mujtaba  Khamenei  will  result  in

total  communication  failure  during  a

nuclear-capable escalation.

Prepare  for  a  collapse  of  the  global

maritime  insurance  market as  the  US

admits  it  cannot  protect  tankers  in  the

Strait of Hormuz.

Shift humanitarian focus to Lebanon, where

a  "Vichy-style"  government is  failing  to

protect  its  citizens  from  mass

displacement.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Diversify  all  energy-

dependent  operations  away  from  the

Persian  Gulf.  The  halt  in  TotalEnergies'

production is a leading indicator of regional

abandonment.

Inflation Hedging: Prepare for long-term

oil  price  volatility.  If  the  Strait  remains

closed  for  months,  global  inflation  could

spike by 40%.

Regulatory/Sanctions  Compliance:

Monitor  the  "war  reparations"  doctrine.

Iran  may  seize  corporate  assets of  US-

aligned  firms  to  settle  "debts"  incurred

from the bombing campaign.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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