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THE U.S.-LED "EPIC FURY"

CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAN

TRIGGERS A TOTAL BLOCKADE OF

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AS

MOSCOW LINKS THE CROCUS CITY

HALL SENTENCING TO UKRAINIAN

STATE-SPONSORED TERRORISM.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  12,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point in global stability as the United States

and Israel escalate their "Epic Fury" military

campaign against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Strategic  strikes  have  reportedly  targeted

Iranian  nuclear  facilities  and  industrial

centers, while a catastrophic U.S. strike on a

primary school in Minab has left 170 children

dead,  a  development  that  is  fracturing  U.S.

domestic consensus and drawing international

condemnation.  In  retaliation,  Tehran  has

effectively  closed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

through  a  combination  of  mine-laying  and

targeted  drone  attacks  on  tankers,  driving

global oil prices toward $120 per barrel. The

international community, led by the U.S. and

the  International  Energy  Agency  (IEA),  has

responded with an unprecedented release of

400  million  barrels  of  strategic  reserves,  a

move  that  analysts  remain  skeptical  will

suffice  to  offset  the  daily  loss  of  20  million

barrels of Iranian and Gulf crude.

Simultaneously,  Russia  has  reached  a  legal

and  narrative  climax  regarding  the  March

2024  Crocus  City  Hall  terror  attack.  The

sentencing  of  19  defendants  to  life

imprisonment—including  the  four  primary

gunmen—has been synchronized with a state-

directed campaign to frame the atrocity as a

deliberate  operation  conducted  in  the

interests  of  the  Ukrainian  leadership.  This

narrative  is  being  used  to  justify  increasing

pressure  on  the  "Kyiv  regime"  as  Russian

forces  report  significant  advances  in  the

Donbas, specifically toward Krasny Liman and

Konstantinovka.  The  convergence  of  the

Middle Eastern war and the Ukrainian conflict

is  most  evident  in  Eastern  Europe,  where

Ukraine’s  decision to  halt  oil  transit  via  the

"Druzhba"  pipeline  and  alleged  threats

against  Hungarian  Prime  Minister  Viktor

Orban’s  family  have  brought  the  European

Union to the brink of a major internal schism.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of the Middle East War and the

Blockade of Hormuz

Israel  has  confirmed its  first  direct  strike

on  an  Iranian  nuclear  site,  hitting  the

Talikhan  complex at  the  Parchin  military

base. Initial reports suggest the facility was

being used for nuclear weapons research.

U.S.  forces  have  reportedly  killed  170

children in a strike on a primary school in

Minab, an event the Pentagon has thus far

refused  to  officially  acknowledge  or

explain,  leading  to  a  revolt  among  46

Democratic senators.
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The Strait of Hormuz is effectively closed to

commercial traffic as six tankers have been

attacked or seized. Iran has demonstrated

its underground drone and missile bases to

signal a long-term blockade capability.

The  U.S.  and  IEA  have  authorized  the

release  of  400  million  barrels of  oil  from

strategic  reserves,  with  the  U.S.  alone

providing  172  million  barrels to  stabilize

markets  as  oil  prices  hit  unprecedented

levels.

Judicial  Resolution  and  Narrative

Solidification  of  the  Crocus  City  Hall

Attack

The Second Western District Military Court

has  sentenced  15  defendants  to  life

imprisonment for  the  Crocus  City  Hall

attack,  including  the  four  primary

executioners. The court officially ruled that

the attack was committed in the interests

of the Ukrainian leadership.

The  Russian  Investigative  Committee

maintains  that  planning  for  the  attack

began  months  in  advance  with  foreign

coordination. Efforts to extradite additional

organizers hidden abroad are ongoing.

Sentencing includes heavy fines of 990,000

rubles per  primary  perpetrator  and  the

seizure  of  property from  facilitators  who

provided housing and transport.

Intensification of Hybrid Warfare Against

European Energy Infrastructure

Ukraine  has  allegedly  targeted  the  Blue

Stream  and  TurkStream gas  pipelines,

which Moscow characterizes as a reckless

attempt to trigger a global energy crisis to

force Western intervention.

The "Druzhba" pipeline has been effectively

shut  down by  Kyiv,  cutting  off  Russian

crude to Hungary and Slovakia.  Budapest

has characterized this as political blackmail

and an assault on national sovereignty.

Hungary  has  threatened  to  declassify

intelligence  reports proving  Ukrainian

interference  in  its  domestic  elections  and

funding of opposition IT applications.

Russian  Military  Operations  and  Hero

Narrative

Russian forces have reportedly reached the

borders of the DPR near the settlement of

Krymki and are engaged in battles on the

outskirts of Krasny Liman.

The state has heavily promoted the story of

Sergey Yaroshev, a 20-year-old soldier who

survived  68  days  in  isolation  while

directing  artillery  fire against  Ukrainian

counter-attacks, eventually losing both feet

to gangrene.

The  FSB  reported  preventing  the

assassination of a high-ranking Ministry of

Defense official in Sevastopol by an agent

recruited by Ukrainian special services.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Financial Resilience

Global  energy  markets  are  in  a  state  of

shock  as  Brent  crude exceeds  $100  per

barrel.  The  blockade  of  Hormuz has

removed  20  million  barrels  per  day  from

the  market,  a  deficit  the  U.S.  and  its

partners  are  attempting  to  cover  with

strategic reserve releases.
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European  industrial  giants  are  facing  a

collapse  in  profitability;  Porsche's  profits

have plummeted from 4 billion euros to 40

million,  while  Volkswagen  is  considering

cutting  every  sixth  job  due  to  soaring

energy  costs  and  the  loss  of  the  Russian

market.

AI and Technology Policy

The  Moscow  region  has  successfully

integrated AI into healthcare, with 15,000

doctors now  using  neural  networks  for

diagnostics.  The  system,  known  as  AIDA,

analyzes history and lab results to identify

up to 100 common diagnoses.

The  Ministry  of  Transport  is  piloting

biometric boarding for aircraft and trains,

aiming for  a  "seamless"  travel  experience

between Moscow and St. Petersburg within

2-3 years.

International Relations and Statecraft

Russian Special Envoy Kirill Dmitriev held

high-level  economic  talks  with

representatives  of  the  Trump

administration in  Florida,  focusing on the

ineffectiveness  of  sanctions and  potential

economic restoration.

Relations with Hungary and Slovakia have

reached  a  point  of  strategic  alignment

against  Ukraine  over  energy  transit.

Budapest  has  denied  entry to  Ukrainian

energy  inspectors,  escalating  the

diplomatic feud.

Domestic  Stability  and  Security

Architecture

The Russian government is prioritizing the

liquidation of flooding consequences in the

Orenburg  region,  with  a  budget  of  28.2

billion rubles allocated for reconstruction.

The  sentencing  of  the  Crocus  terrorists

serves  as  a  stabilizing  internal  event,

reinforcing  the  state's  capacity  to  deliver

maximum  punishment for  security

breaches.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  March  12,  2026,

focused on the expansion of social obligations

for  private  developers  and  the  financial

accountability  of  state  ministries.  The  State

Duma also processed a heavy agenda of over

sixty  items,  primarily  dealing  with

infrastructure and economic stability.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Comprehensive  Territory  Development

Reform: A bill  passed in its final reading

obligates developers of commercial housing

to  build  social  infrastructure,  including

schools  and  kindergartens,  as  a

prerequisite for development projects.

National  Goods  Certification  System

(SPOT): A  new  regulatory  framework

launching  in  test  mode  on  April  1st will

require importers to obtain a special code

for every batch of  goods to combat "gray

schemes" and ensure tax compliance.

Postal  Service  Support  Program: The

government has allocated 5 billion rubles to

modernize 930 rural  post  offices over the

next three years to maintain state presence

in remote areas.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Accounts  Chamber  Annual  Report:

Head  of  the  Accounts  Chamber  Boris

Kovalchuk presented  a  record-breaking

report to the State Duma, noting that 653

billion  rubles in  economic  effect  was

achieved  in  2025,  a  twelve-fold  increase

over 2023.

Governor  Suntssev-Putin  Meeting: A

strategic briefing in the Kremlin where the

Governor  of  Orenburg reported  on  the

integration  of  SVO veterans into  the  civil

service  and  the  regional  "Heroes  of

Orenburg" training program.

Transport  Minister  Nikita  Nikitin

Interview: An exclusive interview detailing

safe  logistics  routes through  Russia,

including  the  Arctic  Corridor,  as

alternatives  to  the  blocked  Suez  and

Hormuz routes.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "New  Crusade"  Narrative  and  the

Erosion of U.S. Competence

State  media  and  political  commentators  are

increasingly framing the U.S.  intervention in

Iran as a "New Crusade", pointing to Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth's tattoos and religious

rhetoric  as  evidence  of  a  shift  from

constitutional duty to a religious mission. This

is  paired  with  reports  of  extreme

administrative vanity and incompetence, such

as  Hegseth's  reported  ban  on  press

photographers due to "unflattering" pictures.

This framing serves to portray the U.S. as a

decadent, erratic power that has lost its grip

on reality and strategic planning.

The  Weaponization  of  Pipeline

Infrastructure

A  significant  trend  is  the  transition  of  the

Ukraine conflict into a "war of pipelines." The

concurrent  attacks  on  TurkStream and  the

shutdown of  Druzhba suggest  a  coordinated

strategy to force a continental energy crisis.

This is radicalizing states like Hungary, which

now  views  Ukraine  as  a  threat  to  its

sovereignty. The refusal of Kyiv to allow EU

energy inspectors to verify pipeline damage is

being cited as proof of "political blackmail."

Terrorism  as  an  Instrument  of  State

Policy

With the sentencing of  the Crocus City Hall

attackers,  the Russian state has finalized its

narrative that terrorism is no longer just the

work  of  radical  cells  but  an  instrument  of

Ukrainian state policy. This shifts the conflict

from  a  "Special  Military  Operation"  into  a

counter-terrorism  struggle with  existential

stakes,  providing  a  domestic  mandate  for

further  escalatory  measures  against  Kyiv's

leadership.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Global  oil  prices  are  likely  to  test  $120-

$130 if the Hormuz blockade persists and

tanker  insurance  rates  continue  to  climb.

The  U.S.  Strategic  Petroleum  Reserve

release  will  provide  a  temporary  ceiling,

but market anxiety will remain high.

Hungary and Slovakia may veto further EU

aid  packages to  Ukraine  in  direct

retaliation for the Druzhba pipeline cutoff,

potentially  leading  to  a  90  billion  euro

funding gap for Kyiv.

Expect  increased  security  measures in

California and across the U.S. West Coast

following  the  FBI  warning of  potential

Iranian drone strikes from offshore vessels.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The  European  automotive  industry,

specifically  Volkswagen  and  Porsche,  will

face  a  systemic  crisis  as  energy  costs

become  a  permanent  competitive

disadvantage,  potentially  leading  to  the

first  factory  closures on  German  soil  in

decades.

Russia  will  likely  accelerate  the  Power  of

Siberia 2 gas pipeline project with China to

bypass  European  transit  entirely,

leveraging the energy hunger of the East.

If  the  U.S.  "Epic  Fury"  campaign  fails  to

achieve regime change in Iran, Trump may

face a massive backlash in the November

midterms,  as  inflation  and  energy  costs

alienate the electorate.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

A  permanent  shift  in  global  logistics  is

underway,  with  the  Northern  Sea  Route

and the Arctic Corridor emerging as viable,

stable  alternatives  to  the  increasingly

volatile Middle Eastern transit routes.

The sentencing of the Crocus attackers and

the framing of Ukraine as a "terrorist state"

will serve as the legal basis for a long-term

security buffer extending deep into Western

Ukraine.

The fragmentation of the European Union's

energy policy may lead to the emergence of

a  "neutral"  bloc  (Hungary,  Slovakia,

Austria)  that  maintains  energy  ties  with

Moscow despite Brussels' directives.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  channels  should  prepare  for  a

total breakdown in EU-Ukraine relations if

energy transit isn't restored. The Druzhba

cutoff is  viewed  by  Central  Europe  as  a

direct threat to stability.

Security agencies must evaluate the risk of

asymmetric Iranian retaliation outside the

Middle East, particularly the use of drone

launches  from  commercial  vessels near

major Western ports.

The  reliance  on  strategic  petroleum

reserves is  a  one-time  gambit;  if  Hormuz

remains  closed  for  more  than  60  days,  a

global depression is a statistical probability.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors  should  hedge  against  extreme

volatility in  the  energy  and  chemical

sectors. The 35% surge in fertilizer prices

(urea)  indicates  a  looming  global  food

security crisis.

Supply  chain  managers  must  prioritize

alternative  logistics  routes,  such  as  the

East-West Rail through Russia or the Arctic,

as maritime transit through Suez/Hormuz is

no longer insurable.

The  integration  of  AI  in  Russian  public

services presents a significant, if difficult to

access, sector for technology investment in

software and biometric systems.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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