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GLOBAL SECURITY ARCHITECTURE FRACTURES:
THE DUAL CRISIS OF WAR & ENERGY

Direct US-Iran Conflict, Global Energy Paralysis, and Russia’s ‘Energy Fortress’
& Domestic Stability Narrative. (March 12, 2026)

, m-IE MIDDLE EAST CONFLAGRATION: US-IRAN WAR & HORMUZ BI.OCKAE

SRS -

IM-lINTAITY ENGAGEMENT
(DAY 13): Talegan Nuclear (Iran),
Retaliatory Strikes on US Bases.
Both sides use sophisticated Al for
propaganda & simulations
(“Digital Kinethicism’).

NEW FRONTIERS OF WARFARE:
Al & INFORMATION CONTROL
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AI-DRIVEN PSY-OPS & ‘DIGITAL KINETICISM’
Neural networks generate deepfakes, memes, and battlefield

ksimulations to influence morale and distract from high prices. )
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DIRECT MILITARY ENGAGEMENT
(DAY 13): Talegan Nuclear Strike (Iran), &
Retaliatory Strikes on US Bases. Both
sides use sophisticated Al for propaganda
& simulations (*Digital Kineticism”).
| a—
HORMUZ PARALYSIS:
Strait effectively blocked. 20% of &
bal LNG/Crude flows stopped.
Global il hits $100/barrel.

N y
Q\—\ US releases (172m barrels)
~=—="1 fail to calm markets. Europe
faces ‘Double-Grip’ crisis.

RUSSIA’S ‘ENERGY FORTRESS’
& DOMESTIC STABILITY

‘ENERGY FORTRESS’ STRATEGY: g
TurkStream/Blue Stream depicted as the only stable
European energy link, despite alleged drone attacks by
Kyiv on infrastructure. Russia as a “reliable partner’.

VETERAN-LED GOVERNANCE
("HEROES OF ORENBURG’ PROGRAM)
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CROCUS CITY HALLTRIAL | VETERAN-LED GOVERNANCE
(LIFE SENTENCES) (‘HEROES OF ORENBURG' PROGRAM)
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(" LoNG-TERM
IMPLICATIONS (1-5 YRS)

FUTURE
GOVERNANCE
TRENDS

« Permanent Middle East
re-alignment.

« Maritime security
framework needed
(China/India guarantors).

* “Long war” in ener,
sector with asymmetric
drone strikes on pipelines.

DIPLOMATIC PIVOT TO BRICS/SCO:
UN deadlock. Gulf states (UAE, Saudi) seeking
closer ties with SCO/BRICS as US guarantees

falter against asymmetric threats.

* Russia's “veteran
elite” to hold key
posts, cementing

enerational
eadership shift.

< Higher education
decouples from
Bologna system for
industrial needs.

ATOM’ EV (TECHNOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY):
Mass production to bypass Western supply
@ains. Focus on ‘computational sovereigntu
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THE GLOBAL SECURITY
ARCHITECTURE IS FRACTURING
UNDER THE WEIGHT OF A DIRECT
US-IRAN WAR AND A DEEPENING
ENERGY CRISIS, WHILE RUSSIA
CONSOLIDATES DOMESTIC
STABILITY THROUGH THE FINAL
SENTENCING OF THE CROCUS CITY
HALL TERRORISTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 12, 2026, the international
landscape is dominated by the escalating
conflict in the Middle East, now in its 13th
day. Direct military engagement between the
United States, Israel, and Iran has resulted in
the strike on the Talegan nuclear center in
Iran and retaliatory strikes against US bases
in Kuwait, Iraq, and the UAE. The conflict has
reached a critical economic threshold as the

rait of Hormuz remains effectively blocked,
driving global oil prices to $100 per barrel
despite US efforts to release strategic
reserves. This regional conflagration is being
fought not only with kinetic weapons but
through a highly sophisticated Al-driven
information war, where both sides utilize
neural networks to generate propaganda,

memes, and Dbattlefield simulations to
influence global opinion and domestic morale.

In Russia, the domestic narrative is centered
on the closure of a major national trauma as
the Crocus City Hall trial concluded with life
sentences for the four primary perpetrators
and eleven accomplices. State media is
framing this as a triumph of the rule of law
and a warning to foreign-backed subversives.
Concurrently, the Kremlin is intensifying its
"energy terrorism" narrative against Kyiy,
following

stations in the Krasnodar Territory that feed
the TurkStream and Blue Stream pipelines.
Russia is positioning itself as a "reliable
partner" to a destabilized Europe and a
growing Asian market, contrasting its own
stability against the "reckless" actions of the
Ukrainian administration and the volatility of
the Middle East.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e US-Iran War Escalation: The conflict has
expanded into a regional war involving
multiple Gulf  states and critical
infrastructure.

o Israel confirmed a strike on the Tal n
nuclear facility in Iran, while Iranian

forces struck targets in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem using MIRV-equipped heavy
missiles.

o Iran's new Supreme Leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, was confirmed to have been
wounded in the initial days of the
conflict, though officials claim he is in
good health.

o The US military reported the loss of a
refueling aircraft with six crew members
killed during operations against Iran.

o Regional impact includes strikes on the

Dubai airport and a skyscraper allegedly

housing US military personnel.

* Global Energy Crisis and Maritime
Insecurity: The blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz has paralyzed 20% of global LNG
and crude flows.

o Qil prices hit psychological thresholds of
$100/barrel as US releases of 172
million barrels from reserves failed to
calm markets.

o Ukrainian sea drones attacked a Russian
gas tanker, the Arctic Metagaz, near
Malta, prompting  accusations  of
international maritime terrorism.

o Ukraine attempted to strike the

Russkaya gas compression station, which
Russia claims is an attempt to blockade
energy supplies to Hungary and the
Balkans.

* Crocus City Hall Sentencing: A definitive
legal conclusion was reached regarding the
March 2024 terrorist attack.

o The court sentenced 15 individuals to
life imprisonment, including the four
direct executors and eleven primary
accomplices.

o Detailed evidence presented during the
427-volume case suggested the planning
began months in advance with foreign
training.

* Russian Technological Sovereignty: The
unveiling of the "Atom" electric vehicle and
Al governance initiatives.

o The "Atom" electric car, developed by
Kama, is entering mass production at the

Moskvich plant, featuring deep neural
network integration and a minimalist

design.

o Sakhalin is being positioned as a pioneer
in AI governance, using neural networks
for disease detection, road monitoring,
and wildfire suppression.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Energy Security: Russia is leveraging the
Middle East crisis to highlight the
vulnerability of European consumers who
abandoned Russian pipes. The TurkStream
and Blue Stream pipelines are now
depicted as the final thread of European
energy stability, which Kyiv is allegedly
trying to cut. mand in th hern
direction rose by 11%, with pipelines
operating at 99% capacity.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_103000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_103000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_220000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_220000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_040000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_050000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_050000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_220000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_220000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_090000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_090000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_083000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_083000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_103000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_103000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_120000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_080000_RIK_Rossiya_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA24_20260312_080000_RIK_Rossiya_24

Al & Technology Policy: Russia is
transitioning its automotive and
administrative sectors toward
"computational sovereignty." The Atom
electric vehicle is designed as a "gadget on
wheels," intended to bypass traditional
western automotive supply  chains.
Concurrently, Al is becoming central to
psychological operations (PsyOps), with
neural networks used to create viral
propaganda featuring figures like
SpongeBob or Donald Trump to desensitize
audiences to war.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics:
President Putin’s meeting with the
Orenburg Governor highlighted a shift
toward a "Her f Orenburg" program, a
regional version of "Time of Heroes," aimed
at integrating SVO veterans into the civil
service and governance structures. This
suggests a long-term strategy of refreshing
the elite with combat-hardened loyalists.

International Relations & Bloc Politics:
Diplomatic engagement is shifting toward
the BRICS/SCO axis as a stabilizer. While
the UN_Security Council failed to pass a
balanced resolution on the Iran conflict due
to US and Latvian opposition, Russia is
actively coordinating with Azerbaijan for
humanitarian corridors and with China for
energy reorientation.

National Security: The FSB reported
thwarting a terrorist attack in Crimea
targeting a high-ranking military official,
indicating that internal security remains at
high alert despite front-line advances.
Additionally, the sentencing in the Crocus
case serves as a domestic demonstration of
state capacity to punish non-state actors.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance efforts today focused on
stabilizing the tourism sector affected by the
Middle East war and preparing for the annual
audit of state expenditures by the Accounting
Chamber.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Tourism Compensation Decree: Prime
Minister Mishustin signed a decree
allowing tour operators to compensate
citizens for cancelled trips to eight
Middle Eastern countries using personal
responsibility funds.

o]

Higher Education Reform: Minister
Falkov discussed the transition to a new
model of higher education, replacing the
Bologna system  with  specialized
professional training programs tailored
to industrial needs.

o Energy Infrastructure Protection:

Discussions regarding the protection of
critical energy infrastructure following

the uptick in drone attacks on
compression stations.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Accounting Chamber Report: Speaker
Volodin announced that the Accounting
r will deliver its report to the
State Duma on March 19, focusing on
the efficiency of national projects and
the defense industry.

o Orenburg Gubernatorial Meeting:
Governor Sontsev reported to Putin on

flood recovery efforts in Orsk and

programs for veteran employment.

o FSB Briefing: Public disclosure of the
arrest of a Sevastopol resident recruited
by the SBU to carry out a car bombing.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Neural Networks in
Modern Warfare The conflict between the
US and Iran has debuted a new phase of
"Digital Kineticism." Both sides are utilizing
neural networks to create hyper-realistic or

intentionally satirical media to control
narratives. While Iran uses Al to depict
"Aladdin-like" figures downing US jets from

flying carpets, the US uses neural networks to
generate images of Donald Trump as a
"crusader" or to create humorous war memes
to distr h lic from high fuel pri

This trend suggests that future wars will be
fought in a simulated reality where "objective

control"” footage is increasingly
indistinguishable from Al-generated
deepfakes.

The "Energy Fortress" Strategy Russia is
pivoting to an "Energy Fortress" model, where
its domestic sufficiency and southern export
routes (TurkStream) are portrayed as the only

le n in haotic global market. The
transcripts emphasize that while the US must
drain its strategic reserves to fight a war,

Russia is maintaining price stability and
expanding production of domestic technology
like the Atom EV. The attack on the Arctic
Metagaz gas tanker near Malta is being used
as evidence that the West is no longer capable
of ensuring maritime safety, even in European
waters.

Veteran-Led Governance (The "Hero"
Pipeline) A clear trend is emerging in
Russian domestic policy: the systematic
elevation of SVO veterans into the
administrative elite. The extensive coverage of
Hero of Russia Sergey Yerashev, who
defended a point alone for 68 days, is not

merely for morale; it is linked directly to

programs like "Heroes of Orenburg" that

guarantee employment in the civil service.
This indicates a long-term goal to replace the
"pre-2022"  technocratic elite with a
"post-2022" patriotic-military elite.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect global
oil prices to remain volatile around $100-
$120 as Iran threatens to target Gulf state
banking systems and the Strait of Hormuz
remains contested. Domestically, Russia
will continue to publicize
successes in Dnipropetrovsk and Sumy to
maintain momentum following the Crocus
sentencing. Increased
presence in the Mediterranean is likely to
"protect" tankers following the attack near
Malta.

front-line

Russian naval

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): European
economies will face a "Double-Grip" energy
crisis: high global prices due to the Iran
war and physical supply risks as Kyiv
targets southern pipelines. Russia will
likely finalize its higher ion
transition, decoupling from Western
standards and focusing on industrial-
military engineering. Mass production of
the Atom electric car will be used as a
metric for "import-independence."”

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The US-Iran
conflict may lead to a permanent re-
alignment of the Middle East, with
traditional US allies like the UAE and Saudi
Arabia seeking closer security ties with the
SCO/BRICS as US security guarantees
prove insufficient against
asymmetric warfare. Russia’s "veteran
elite" will likely hold key governorships and
ministerial posts, cementing a generational

shift in leadership.

Iranian
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy:

o The blockade of Hormuz and the
targeting of maritime terminals in Oman
requires a new international framework
for maritime security that includes non-
Western (China/India) as
guarantors.

o The failure of the UN Security Council to

act on the Iran war suggests the need for
regional security architectures (like the
SCO) to take the lead in mediation.

powers

o Western nations must prepare for a "long
war" in the energy sector where
mmetri ron rik n pipelin
become a standard tool of geopolitics.

* For Private Sector/Investors:

o Supply Chain Risk: Maritime insurance
rates for the Mediterranean and Black
Sea will likely remain elevated by six
times or more following the Metagaz
attack. Logistics should pivot to overland
"Middle Corridor" routes via Central
Asia.

o Investment Opportunity: The Russian
automotive market is currently
transitioning to EV/AI platforms like the
Atom. Investors should look at the
"Nebius/Microsoft/Nvidia" nexus as a
sign of how Russian-originated tech

continues to integrate globally despite

sanctions.

o Energy Volatility: The projected clean
profits of the Russian banking sector (up
to 4.2 trillion rubles) suggest that
despite external shocks, the domestic
financial system is highly resilient and
provides a hedge against global energy
volatility.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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