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ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST

CONFLICT AND HORMUZ

BLOCKADE TRIGGER GLOBAL

ENERGY EMERGENCY AMID

DOMESTIC BIOSECURITY

LOCKDOWN IN CATALONIA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  12,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  in  global  stability  as  the  war  in  the

Middle  East  expands  into  a  direct  maritime

blockade of  the Strait  of  Hormuz.  Following

Iranian attacks on international  tankers,  the

Strait  of  Hormuz  is  essentially  closed,

strangling  20%  of  the  world's  oil  and  gas

supply.  This  has  forced  the  International

Energy  Agency  (IEA)  to  authorize  a  historic

release  of  400  million  barrels  of  oil from

strategic reserves—the largest mobilization in

history—in a desperate bid to contain a price

surge  that  has  already  pushed  Brent  crude

past  the  $100  mark.  The  conflict  has

transitioned  from  a  localized  exchange

between Israel and Hezbollah into a regional

conflagration involving Iran, Iraq, the US, and

Gulf monarchies, with Iranian "swarm" tactics

and drone strikes  targeting critical  financial

and energy infrastructure in Dubai and Oman.

On the domestic front,  Catalonia is  facing a

localized state of emergency as African Swine

Fever  (ASF) has  been  detected  for  the  first

time  within  the  Barcelona  municipal  area.

Authorities  have  responded  with  an

immediate  and  total  closure  of  Collserola

Natural Park to all human activity to prevent

the  virus  from  spreading  via  footwear  or

bicycle tires to the region's vital pork industry.

This  convergence  of  geopolitical  energy

shocks  and  internal  biosecurity  threats  is

creating  a  volatile  environment  for  the

Spanish government, which is simultaneously

navigating  hostile  rhetoric  from  the  Trump

administration regarding NATO contributions

and  a  high-stakes  corruption  trial  involving

the Pujol family legacy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz and

Maritime Warfare 

Iran  has  effectively  closed  the  Strait,

demanding  that  all  vessels  request

permission  to  pass.  The  US  Pentagon

claims  to  have  neutralized  50  Iranian

vessels suspected  of  laying  mines,

though Iranian drone and "suicide boat"

attacks  continue  to  inflict  damage  on

tankers from Greece, Thailand, and the

US.

Iraq  has  closed  all  its  oil  ports and

evacuated crews after attacks on tankers

in its waters left at least one dead. Iraqi

oil production has been slashed by 75%

due to the inability to export.

A drone strike targeted a skyscraper in

Dubai’s  financial  district,  signaling  a

shift  in  Iranian  strategy  toward

punishing the economic hubs of US allies

in the Gulf.
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Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Strategic

Interventions 

The IEA’s release of 400 million barrels

includes  a  172  million  barrel

contribution from the US, nearly half of

its remaining strategic reserve. Analysts

warn  this  is  a  short-term  "patch" that

leaves  the  global  economy  exposed  to

future shocks.

The  Spanish  government  has  ordered

400 energy companies to prepare for the

release of  national  reserves to mitigate

the impact of diesel prices, which have

now surpassed gasoline prices.

Biosecurity Emergency in Barcelona 

Detection of an ASF-positive wild boar in

Barcelona  has  triggered  the  closure  of

Collserola  Park across  nine

municipalities.  Authorities  plan  to  cull

approximately  600 boars inhabiting the

park to eliminate the viral reservoir.

The  pork  industry  expresses  extreme

concern,  as  several  international

markets  have  rejected  the

"regionalization"  policy,  potentially

leading to a total  ban on Spanish pork

exports  regardless  of  the  infection's

specific location.

Political Shifts in Chile 

Far-right  leader  José  Antonio  Kast  has

been inaugurated as President of Chile,

marking  the  return  of  Pinochetist

ideologies  to  power.  Kast  immediately

signed  decrees  for  an  audit  of  state

finances and increased military presence

at borders to curb irregular migration.

Judicial and Corruption Proceedings in

Spain 

In  the  Pujol  trial,  bankers  testified

regarding the unverified origins of cash

deposits,  while  "Operation  Catalonia"

allegations suggest the "Patriotic Police"

used  extortion  against  Andorran  banks

to obtain fiscal data on Catalan leaders.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Critical

Infrastructure

The Brent crude price exceeding $100 has

triggered  emergency  consultations

between  the  Spanish  government  and

transport sectors. Freight companies report

that  the  cost  to  refill  a  1,400-liter  diesel

tank has  surged  from  €2,000  to  €2,400

since the conflict began.

TotalEnergies has implemented a price cap

of  €2.09  per  liter for  diesel  in  France  to

prevent  civil  unrest  ahead  of  municipal

elections, a move the Spanish government

is being pressured to emulate.

Biosurveillance and Domestic Stability

The  Generalitat  is  treating  the  ASF

outbreak as a high-stakes economic threat.

The prohibition of  recreational and sports

activities in  the  Barcelona  metropolitan

forest  is  intended  to  prevent  "human-

assisted" dispersal of the virus, which can

survive on surfaces for extended periods.

Public  pushback  is  emerging,  with  some

residents labeling the measures "excessive"

or  "exaggerated",  though  the  agricultural

department  maintains  that  the  pork

sector's  survival  depends  on  total

containment.
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International  Relations  and  Security

Architecture

Diplomatic  relations  between  Spain  and

Israel  have  reached  a  new  low after  the

Spanish  government  dismissed  its

ambassador  to  Israel.  Simultaneously,

President  Trump  has  continued  to  insult

the  Sánchez  administration,  calling  Spain

"very bad" and accusing it of failing to pay

its fair share to NATO.

The  UN  Security  Council  remains

paralyzed; a resolution condemning Iranian

attacks passed  with  Russian  and  Chinese

abstentions, but a Russian counter-proposal

to  halt  all  attacks  (including  US/Israeli

strikes) was rejected.

Succession and Stability in Iran

The  emergence  of  Mogtaba  Khamenei as

the voice of  the Iranian regime, following

reports  that  he  may  be  wounded  or  in

hiding,  suggests  a  chaotic  leadership

transition. His first official communique via

a  female  television  presenter avoided

providing proof of life, fueling speculation

about the regime's internal stability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  March  12  focused

heavily  on  emergency  social  relief  and

economic  protection  measures  to  buffer  the

population  against  war-driven  inflation  and

terminal illness costs.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The ELA Law (Ley ELA): Implementation

of a new "Grade 3 Plus" dependency level

for  ALS  and  other  neurodegenerative

patients.  The  law provides  up  to  €15,000

per  month for  24-hour  home  care,  a

significant increase from previous caps of

€4,900.

OdioAm  (Hate  Speech  Tool): A  new

technological  tool announced  by  the

Sánchez government to track "hate speech"

on social  media  and hold  tech companies

accountable for algorithmic manipulation.

Fuel  Subsidies  and  Tax  Relief: The

Spanish  executive  is  debating  a  tax  aid

package for  farmers,  ranchers,  and

transporters,  though  the  Ministry  of

Economy  currently  rejects  a  general  20-

cent  discount for  all  citizens  as  seen  in

previous crises.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

IEA  Strategic  Release  Briefing: Jorge

León,  former  OPEC  official,  testified  that

while the 400M barrel release is historic, it

is simply a "patch" that leaves no remaining

"cards to play" if the conflict persists.

ASF Emergency Press Conference: The

Generalitat’s  Secretary  of  Agriculture

officially  announced  the  closure of

Collserola, clarifying that while recreation

is banned, residents and schools within the

park can continue essential movements.

Barça  Presidential  Debate: A  televised

"cara a cara" between Victor Font and Joan

Laporta  descended  into  personal  attacks,

with Font accusing Laporta of leading the

club  to  "ruin"  and Laporta  calling  Font  a

"technocrat"  disconnected from the club's

soul.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Logistics

The  conflict  has  evolved  beyond  territorial

disputes into a war of global logistics. Iran's

shift  from conventional  military  engagement

to asymmetric "swarm" tactics in the Strait of

Hormuz  is  designed  to  inflict  maximum

economic  pain  on  Western  consumers.  By

targeting  20  million  barrels  of  daily  flow,

Tehran  is  betting  that  domestic  political

pressure  on  President  Trump  (facing

midterms) and European leaders will force a

ceasefire on Iranian terms.  The targeting of

tankers owned by neutral nations like Greece

and  Thailand  further  complicates  the

"maritime protection" mission, as it forces the

US to  choose  between total  naval  escort  or

economic strangulation.

The Governance of Scarcity

A  recurring  theme  across  the  day  is  the

failure of international governance to manage

scarcity.  The  IEA's  record-breaking

intervention is  an  admission  that  the  global

energy  market  is  broken.  Domestically,  this

scarcity is reflected in the lack of educational

resources for  children  facing  eviction,  the

shortage  of  Potable  water in  Pedralba

following  Dana-related  damage  17  months

prior,  and  the  externalization  of  logistics

causing labor layoffs at automotive plants in

Abrera.  The state is  increasingly forced into

"emergency  management"  mode,  as  seen  in

Kast's "emergency government" in Chile and

the Generalitat's €20 million contingency fund

for ELA care.

Technological Warfare: Drones and Cyber

The  battlefield  is  no  longer  limited  to  the

Middle East. FBI warnings of potential drone

attacks  in  California targeting  high-profile

events  like  the  Oscars  highlight  the

"democratization of death." Drones are cited

as the "new lethal tool" that evades traditional

anti-missile  barriers.  Parallel  to  this  is  the

"cyber  battle" mentioned  in  newspaper

headlines, as both state and non-state actors

use  digital  infrastructure  to  amplify  the

effects of physical blockades.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect fuel prices

to remain volatile despite the IEA release, as

the  physical  blockade  of  Hormuz remains

unbroken.  In  Catalonia,  the  lockdown  of

Collserola will  likely  persist  as  authorities

begin the culling of 600 boars. The US may

increase  naval  deployments  to  the  Gulf,

potentially  leading  to  a  direct  kinetic

engagement  with  Iranian  coastal  missile

batteries if "suicide boat" attacks continue.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Spanish

economy  will  face  significant  inflationary

pressure,  potentially  leading  to  a  revival  of

the "yellow vest" style protests seen in France

if fuel caps are not implemented. The Chilean

government  under  Kast  will  likely  militarize

internal  security,  leading  to  clashes  with

leftist  opposition groups.  The regionalization

of the ASF outbreak will be a major diplomatic

hurdle  for  Spain,  as  it  attempts  to  convince

non-EU partners that its pork exports remain

safe.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes

in  energy  procurement  will  accelerate,  with

Europe  potentially  reconsidering  its

abandonment of nuclear energy following the

energy  insecurity  exposed  by  the  Hormuz

blockade. The return of Pinochetist ideologies

in  Chile  and  far-right  surges  in  Europe

(evidenced by the Spanish government’s "hate

speech" crackdown) suggest a period of high
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social polarization and the potential for shifts

in long-standing democratic norms.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Establish an international  maritime escort

corridor in the Gulf of Oman and Arabian

Sea to bypass the Strait of Hormuz where

possible via pipeline-to-tanker nodes.

Negotiate  a  common  biosecurity  protocol

with major Asian trade partners to prevent

a total collapse of the Spanish agricultural

export sector due to ASF.

Diversify supply chains away from Dubai as

a transshipment hub, as it has been proven

vulnerable to Iranian asymmetric strikes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers using

petroleum  derivatives  (e.g.,  plastic

packaging firms in Terrassa) should expect

immediate  10-12%  raw  material  price

increases.

Energy  Investment: The  exhaustion  of

strategic  reserves  makes  renewable  and

nuclear energy infrastructure in Europe a

high-priority,  long-term  hedge  against

geopolitical instability.

Regulatory Compliance: Tech companies

operating in Spain must prepare for stricter

algorithmic audits under the new "OdioAm"

hate  speech  framework,  which  carries

potential  criminal  liability  for  non-

compliance.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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