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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND

ALLIANCES FRACTURE AS THE US-

ISRAELI CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAN

ENTERS A PROTRACTED THIRD

WEEK

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,

and  Iran  has  entered  its  14th  day,

transitioning  from  a  presumed  "short-term

excursion"  into  a  complex  regional  war  of

attrition.  While  the  Pentagon  maintains  a

narrative  of  overwhelming  military  success,

claiming to  have rendered the Iranian Navy

combat ineffective and destroyed 90% of  its

missile  volume,  the  strategic  reality  on  the

ground is marked by an effective blockade of

the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  This  closure  has

paralyzed  20%  of  the  world’s  oil  supply,

forcing the Trump administration into a major

policy reversal: granting a 30-day reprieve on

sanctioned  Russian  oil  to  stabilize  energy

markets. This move has triggered a diplomatic

rift  with  European  allies,  who  view  the

decision  as  a  "stab  in  the  back"  that

replenishes  Moscow’s  war  chest  while

undermining the security architecture of the

21st century.

The conflict is simultaneously expanding into

a  secondary  front  in  Lebanon,  where  Israel

has  significantly  escalated  its  air  campaign

and  signaled  a  pending  ground  invasion to

establish a new buffer zone reaching as far as

the Zahrani River. In Iran, the regime remains

defiant  despite  the  assassination  of  its

Supreme  Leader  on  Day  1;  the  new leader,

Mojtaba  Khamenei,  made  his  first  public

statement  vowing  to  keep  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  closed.  Domestic  pressure  is

mounting in the United States as gas prices

spike  and  the  death  toll  of  US  service

members  rises  to  13,  following  a  KC-135

refueling  aircraft  crash in  Iraq.  The

administration  is  struggling  to  reconcile  its

"America  First"  anti-interventionist  rhetoric

with  the  reality  of  a  multi-billion  dollar

conflict  that  currently  lacks  a  clear  exit

strategy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Energy Warfare and the Strait of Hormuz

Blockade

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains  effectively

closed to most international shipping, with

approximately 1,000 vessels, including 200

oil tankers, stranded at the entrance.

The US Treasury Department issued a 30-

day waiver allowing countries to purchase

sanctioned Russian oil currently loaded on

vessels to mitigate the global supply shock.

The US military has bombed Kharg Island,

Iran’s  most  strategic  oil  hub,  though

President  Trump  claims  the  oil

infrastructure itself was spared as a form of

"leverage."

Asian stock markets, particularly in South

Korea and Japan, continue to tumble as oil

prices hover near $120 a barrel.
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The Expansion of the Lebanese Front

Israel has expanded its forced displacement

orders  in  Lebanon  to  include  all  areas

south of the Zahrani River, covering more

than 10% of Lebanese territory.

Israeli  air  strikes  destroyed  a  strategic

bridge over the Litani River, cutting supply

lines and trapping civilians in the south.

Hezbollah  remains  defiant,  launching  a

barrage  of  200  rockets  and  maintaining

that  its  fight  is  an  existential  battle that

defeat does not exist in their vocabulary.

The UN Secretary-General made a surprise

visit  to  Beirut,  calling  for  an  immediate

ceasefire  and  warning  that  Lebanon  is

being dragged into a war it did not choose.

US Military Posture and Casualties

US Central Command confirmed the deaths

of  six  crew  members from  a  KC-135

refueling  aircraft  that  crashed in  western

Iraq.

Reports  indicate  the  US  is  deploying  the

USS  Tripoli,  an  amphibious  assault  ship,

along  with  2,500  marines  to  the  Middle

East,  heightening  fears  of  a  ground

invasion.

Secretary of War Pete Hegseth announced

that Friday would see the highest volume of

strikes yet  over  Iran,  employing  AI  and

space-based  assets  to  blind  enemy

defenses.

Regional  Retaliation  and  Collateral

Damage

Iran  has  launched  its  46th  wave of

"Operation True Promise," targeting Israel

and US-linked interests in the Gulf.

Oman  reported  its  first  fatalities  of  the

conflict  when  two  Indian  nationals were

killed  by  shrapnel  from  a  drone

interception in the Sohar district.

Saudi  Arabia,  Bahrain,  and the UAE have

intercepted numerous ballistic missiles and

drones,  with  debris  causing  damage  near

the Dubai Financial Center.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Strategic  Policy

Reversal

The  Trump  administration’s  decision  to

allow the purchase of Russian oil is viewed

by  EU  diplomats  as  a  stab  in  the  back,

potentially  providing  Moscow  with  $10

billion for its own war efforts.

US  energy  policy  is  now  focused  on

"shaping  operations"  to  restore  flow

through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  though

military  officials  admit  the  US  Navy  may

not be ready for escorts until the end of the

month.

South  Korea  has  implemented  price  caps

for refiners and a stabilization fund to curb

the  economic  fallout  from  energy

shortages.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

Internal divisions are surfacing within the

US  cabinet,  with  reports  of  Secretary  of

State  Marco  Rubio  and  Secretary  of  War

Pete Hegseth being at each other's throats

over the prospect of a ground invasion.

Vice  President  JD  Vance  has  been

conspicuous  by  his  absence from  public

war messaging, highlighting a rift between

the  administration’s  "America  First"  base

and the current military escalation.
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In Israel,  Prime Minister Netanyahu faces

stagnant  poll  numbers despite  public

support for the war, as critics suggest he is

prolonging  the  conflict  to  delay  his

corruption trial.

Succession and Stability in Iran

The appointment of  Mojtaba Khamenei as

Supreme Leader has turned Iran into a de

facto  hereditary  autocracy,  raising

questions about the long-term meritocratic

principles of the Islamic Revolution.

Despite  US  claims  that  the  leadership  is

"hiding like rats," the Iranian President and

Foreign  Minister  appeared  at  rallies in

downtown Tehran to project defiance.

Security Architecture and NATO Relations

Turkey’s Incirlik Airbase and Malatya radar

systems are becoming flashpoints as NATO

air  defenses  intercept  missiles allegedly

fired  from  Iran,  testing  the  limits  of

Turkey’s neutrality.

The  United  Kingdom  has  granted  limited

permission  for  US long-range  bombers  to

fly  from  RAF  Fairford,  but  only  for

"defensive purposes," creating tension with

the White House.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  this  week  has  been

dominated  by  emergency  energy  measures

and  a  deepening  budgetary  crisis  in  the

United  States.  Congressional  members  are

increasingly  vocal  about  the  lack  of  formal

war authorization and the financial  strain of

an operation costing nearly $1 billion per day.

US Military  Budgeting: Recent  analysis

shows the US military campaign cost $3.7

billion in its first 100 hours, yet only 5% of

the total cost has been formally budgeted

through Congress, raising questions about

long-term financing.

International  Law  and  ICJ: The

Netherlands  and  Iceland  have  officially

joined South Africa’s genocide case against

Israel at the International Court of Justice,

expanding the legal pressure on US-Israeli

operations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Pentagon  Press  Briefing  (March  13):

Secretary  Pete  Hegseth  and  General  Dan

Caine  updated  the  media  on  "Operation

Epic  Fury,"  claiming  that  Iran’s  missile

volume is down 90% while acknowledging

the loss of four (later confirmed six) airmen

in Iraq.

Netanyahu  Press  Conference  (March

12): In  his  first  briefing  since  the  war

began,  Netanyahu  claimed  the  war  is

achieving its goals and warned that no "life

insurance  policy"  exists  for  Iran's  new

Supreme Leader.

UN  Secretary-General  Statement

(Beirut): Antonio  Guterres  issued a  flash

appeal  for  $325  million to  assist  the

800,000+  internally  displaced  persons  in

Lebanon.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of  "Decapitation"  as  a  Total

Victory Strategy
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The  US-Israeli  strategy  relied  on  the

assumption  that  killing  the  Supreme Leader

and destroying nuclear facilities would trigger

a  public  uprising and  regime  collapse.

Instead, analysts observe a "rally around the

flag" effect, where even critics of the regime

view  the  foreign  bombardment  as  an

existential  threat  to  the  Persian  nation.  The

rapid  transition  of  power  to  Mojtaba

Khamenei  and  the  continued  functioning  of

the  IRGC  suggest  that  the  Iranian  state’s

power  structure  is  more  resilient than  the

"house  of  cards"  scenario  envisioned by  the

Trump administration.

Asymmetric  Leverage  vs.  Conventional

Might

A significant theme is  the disparity between

US  tactical  success  and  strategic  deadlock.

While  the  US  uses  advanced  AI  and  space

tools to  destroy  fixed  targets,  Iran’s

geographic control over the Strait of Hormuz

remains a  "strategic  card"  that  conventional

airpower cannot easily trump. The inability of

the US Navy to safely escort tankers through

a  21-mile-wide  choke  point mined  with

"suicide craft" has effectively neutralized the

advantage  of  America's  multi-billion  dollar

carrier groups.

The End of the Post-Ukraine Global Order

The temporary lifting of Russian oil sanctions

marks  a  turning  point  in  globalization.

European  leaders  are  realizing  that  the  US

will  prioritize  its  domestic  gas  prices and

political stability over the collective sanctions

regime  against  Russia.  This  "America  First"

shift  is  driving  a  wedge  into  the  Western

alliance, leaving the EU to seek independent

diplomatic channels with Tehran to secure its

own shipping interests, bypassing Washington

entirely.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued increase in  sorting volume as  the

US attempts to force a "blink" from Tehran.

However, as more US service members return

in coffins, domestic unrest in the US is likely

to intensify, potentially leading to large-scale

anti-war  protests.  In  Lebanon,  the  ground

incursions will  likely intensify,  resulting in a

"creeping  technological  occupation"  where

Israel  uses drones and sensors to monitor a

depopulated buffer zone.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  US will

face  a  budgetary  showdown in  Congress  as

the  current  operation  exhausts  unallocated

funds. If the Strait of Hormuz remains closed

beyond the 30-day Russian oil reprieve, global

energy  markets  may  enter  a  chronic  crisis,

leading  to  a  worldwide  recession  and

potential "stagflation" in the US just ahead of

the November elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in

energy supply chains is likely, with East Asian

economies  accelerating  their  move  toward

renewables and  Russian  pipelines  to  bypass

the  volatile  Gulf.  The  regional  security

architecture  will  be  fundamentally  altered,

with  Iran  potentially  emerging  as  a  more

hardline, isolated but nuclear-capable state if

the  current  campaign  fails  to  secure  the

actual uranium stockpiles.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Allies  should  prepare  for  bilateral

negotiations with Tehran; the US’s inability

to open the Strait  through force suggests

that  safe  passage  will  only  be  secured

through diplomatic "bargains" rather than

military mandates.

The  EU  must  accelerate  its  strategic

autonomy in defense and energy, as the US

pivot  to  Russia-oil  highlights  that

Washington's security guarantees are now

contingent  on  domestic  economic

indicators.

Regional  governments  should  establish  a

unified GCC response to Iranian aggression

to  prevent  Tehran  from  successfully

"regionalizing"  the  war  and  using

neighbors  as  human  shields  against  US

strikes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Resilience: Shipping

companies  should  expect  the  rerouting

around  Africa to  become  a  long-term

reality,  adding $1 million  per  trip  and 14

days  to  transit  times;  this  cost  must  be

factored into Q3/Q4 logistics pricing.

Financial  Services  Risk: Major  banks

(HSBC,  Citi,  etc.)  have  already  closed

offices in the DIFC due to Iranian threats

against  financial  institutions;  investors

should  hedge  against  further  cyber  or

kinetic attacks on regional financial hubs.

Technology  Vulnerability: The

unprecedented  jamming  and  spoofing  of

GPS in  the  Gulf  renders  satellite-based

navigation unreliable; logistics and aviation

sectors must revert to gyroscope and radio-

based backups to ensure operational safety.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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