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REPORT SUMMARY: MARCH 13, 2026 — DAY 14 OF THE US-ISRAEL CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAN

THE CORE CONFLICT: TACTICAL SUCCESS VS. STRATEGIC QUAGMIRE

OVER 15,000 TARGETS STRUCK.
CONVENTIONAL CAPABILITIES “DECIMATED”.
IRAN MISSILE VOLUME DOWN 90%,
ONE-WAY DRONES DOWN 95%.

THE DISCONNECT:
DOMINANCE DOES NOT
EQUAL CESSATION.

GEOPOLITICAL RIFT & ENERGY FRACTURE

STABILIZATION

RUSSIAN OIL AT SEA (ATTEMPTED)

(SANCTIONS WAIVED)

US UNILATERAL
RUSSIAN OIL EASE
(TO LOWER PRICES)

PUTIN’S WAR CHEST
(UKRAINE INVASION FUNDED)

100,000 FEDERAL WORKERS UNPAID (DHS/TSA FUNDING GAPS)
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE OVERSIGHT DISRUPTED.

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)

INTENSIFIED AIR STRIKES
TO FORCE SURRENDER.
FUEL PRICES REMAIN HIGH & VOLATILE.
MASS RESIGNATIONS RISK AT TSA/DHS.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)

RUSSIAN SANCTIONS REGIME
FRACTURES PERMANENTLY.

LEBANON STATE COLLAPSE RISK.

PREMIUMS UP TO

ELECTORAL BACKLASH IF INFLATION STICKS.

K

$1 00/ BARREL

STRAIT OF HORMUZ EFFECTIVELY CLOSED.

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS WIDENS.
ASYMMETRIC ATTACKS CONTINUE
(DRONES ON DUBAI/TURKEY).

BETRAYAL
OF UKRAINE
DEFENSE!

FILLING
PUTIN'S
POCKETS!

FERTILIZER &
FOOD PRODUCTION
THREATENED

7% OF VALUE

HUMANITARIAN BREAKING POINT
(LEBANON & REGION)

OVER 800,000 DISPLACED
(1IN 7 RESIDENTS).
UN LAUNCHES $325M APPEAL.

REGIONAL SPILLOVI
& VULNERABILITY.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

IRAN POWER VACUUM & REGIONAL SHIFT.
US ALLIANCE CREDIBILITY GAP IN ASIA.
GLOBAL PIVOT TO ENERGY
SOVEREIGNTY & RENEWABLES.

KEY IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

POLICY: DEFINE "DAY AFTER"
GOVERNANCE FOR IRAN. ACCELERATE

RENEWABLE INTEGRATION. PREPARE FOR CYBER RETALIATION.

PRIVATE SECTOR: ADJUST SUPPLY CHAINS
FOR HORMUZ BYPASS (ADD 7-10 DAYS).

OVERALL THEME: THE “FOREVER
WAR” SHADOW & EROSION OF
WESTERN ALLIANCES.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 13, 2026, the United States and
Israel entered the fourteenth day of an
intense military campaign against the Iranian
regime, claiming significant tactical success
while facing a deepening strategic and
economic quagmire. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth reported that the coalition had struck
over 15,000 targets, effectively "decimating"
Iran’s conventional air, sea, and missile
capabilities. However, this military dominance
has not yet translated into a cessation of
hostilities or the reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz, which remains effectively closed to
Western shipping. The disconnect between
the administration's "bullish" rhetoric and the
reality of a global energy crisis is widening, as
evidenced by Brent crude oil prices settling
above $100 a barrel for the first time in years.

A significant diplomatic rift has emerged
between Washington and its European allies
following a unilateral US decision to ease
sanctions on Russian oil to stabilize global

prices. European leaders, including the
German Chancellor and the EU Council
President, expressed deep concern that this
move would fill Putin's war chest for the
ongoing invasion of Ukraine. Simultaneously,
the US faces severe internal strain from a

rtial vernmen wn that has left
100,000 federal workers without pay, leading
to major disruptions in domestic
transportation security and critical
infrastructure oversight.

The humanitarian situation in Lebanon has
reached a breaking point, with one in seven
residents—over le—now
displaced by expanding Israeli military
operations. Despite coalition claims that Iran's
military is "combat ineffective," the regime
and its proxies continue to demonstrate
resilience through ‘"asymmetric" tactics,
including drone attacks on Dubai’s financial
district and NATO facilities in Turkey. The
ambiguity surrounding the health and location
of the new Iranian Supreme Leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, who is rumored to be wounded and
disfigured, adds a layer of uncertainty to any
potential diplomatic resolution.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Israel Military Campaign and
Tactical Metrics

* US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
claimed that Iran's missile volume is down
90% and one-way attack drones are down
95% following two weeks of bombardment.

* The Pentagon announced that all six crew
members died following a mid-air collision
involving a US military refueling aircraft
over western Iraq.
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e President Trump announced that US forces
"totally obliterated" military targets on
Harg Island, a key Iranian oil export hub,
while sparing oil infrastructure as a
warning.

e The US has issued a 10 million dollar
reward for information regarding the
remaining Iranian leadership.

Energy Market Volatility and the Russian
Sanctions Pivot

e The US Treasury issued a 30-day waver
allowing countries to buy sanctioned

Russian oil currently at sea to lower the
price of crude.

* The UK government and European Union
formally ref follow the US lead in
easing sanctions on Russian energy.

* Global shipping insurance rates for the Gulf
have surged, with some premiums reaching
7% of vessel value, up from 0.5% before the
conflict.

* The Strait of Hormuz remains paralyzed,
with traffic down 97-98% for vessels using
standard identification signals.

Humanitarian Crisis and

Spillover

Regional

* Israeli evacuation orders in Lebanon have
expanded to include all areas south the
Zaharani river, displacing hundreds of
thousands.

e UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
arrived in Beirut to launch a 325 million
dollar humanitarian appeal.

* The first French military death of the
conflict was confirmed following a drone

strike on a base in northern Iraq.

* A drone strike in Oman killed two foreign
nationals, highlighting the vulnerability of
Gulf states to Iranian retaliation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Alliances

* The US administration's "America First"
energy strategy is causing significant

friction with the G7, as six out of seven
members opposed easing Russian
sanctions.

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is
impacting fertilizer supply chains,
threatening substantial interruptions to
global food production.

* The US government is launching a scheme
to reinsure ships in the Gulf, providing up
to $20 billion in coverage through the
International Development Finance
Corporation.

Domestic Stability and the US Shutdown

* The partial US government shutdown has

entered its fourth week, with critical
funding gaps for the Department of
Homeland Security.

* Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) officers are reporting "excessively
long lines" at airports as personnel leave
the agency due to lack of pay.

* A US judge blocked subpoenas against
Federal Reserv hair rome P 11,
citing evidence of political pressure to cut
interest rates.

National Security and Hybrid Warfare

* The Iran war is being characterized as the
first major conflict in the Al era, with
drones and autonomous systems playing a
decisive role.

* US Cybercom and Spacecom were the first
movers in the war, using non-kinetic effects
to "blind" Iranian responses.
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* UK and French envoys were summoned by
Moscow over the use of Storm Shadow
missiles against targets inside Russian
territory.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

* The Iranian regime's internal control
appears largely intact despite the death of
Ali Khamenei, with power shifting toward a
"militarized form of government" led by the
IRGC.

* A newly unearthed photo from Jeffrey
Epstein's files shows Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor and Peter Mandelson together,
creating new political headaches for the UK
establishment.

* The Conservative Party in the UK has
criticized the Starmer government for
slowness to act in protecting British bases
in the Gulf.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory focus is currently
split between funding the US government
amidst a shutdown and managing the
domestic economic fallout of the Iran war in
both the US and UK. US lawmakers remain
deadlocked over DHS funding, while UK
ministers are utilizing competition watchdogs
to prevent price gouging in the energy sector.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* DHS Funding Bill (US): Lawmakers
failed to pass a bill to fund the Department
of Homeland Security for the fourth
consecutive week.

* Fuel Duty Freeze (UK): The UK
Chancellor reiterated that fuel duty is
frozen until September to mitigate the cost-
of-living impact of the Iran war.

* Russian Oil License (US): The Treasury
approved a temporary license for the sale
of petroleum products already at sea,
effectively bypassing standing sanctions.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Pentagon Press Briefing: Pete Hegseth
and General Dan Kane provided an update
on Day 13 of Operation Epic Fury, detailing
the destruction of the Iranian navy and
missile production capacity.

* Netanyahu News Conference: The Israeli
PM gave his first conference since the war
began, stating the objective to "take out the
regime" is not finished.

e UK Petrol Retailers Association (PRA)
Meeting: Retailers withdrew from and
hen rejoin a meeting with the
Chancellor after accusing ministers of
using "inflammatory language" regarding
profiteering.

* G7 Virtual Meeting: A virtual summit on
Wednesday revealed that most members

disagreed with US plans to loosen Russian
sanctions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Disconnect Between Military and
Economic Success The coalition’s rapid
destruction of Iranian conventional military
hardware is unprecedented, yet it has failed
to solve the "Hormuz Problem." Iran has
transitioned from a conventional defensive
posture to an asymmetric naval strategy,
using small speedboats, mines, and drones
that are difficult to target from 30,000 feet.
The administration’s dismissal of the shipping
risk—suggesting tankers simply show some
guts—ignores the structural realities of
marine insurance and the physical danger of
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mining. This creates a trend where military
"victory" is achieved, but the economic
"defeat" continues through high energy prices
and supply chain paralysis.

The Erosion of the Transatlantic
Consensus A major strategic shift is
occurring as the US under President Trump
increasingly acts without consulting European
allies on decisions that affect global security.
The unilateral lifting of Russian sanctions is
seen by Europe as a betrayal of the common
goal to defend Ukraine. This has led to an
explicit shift where European leaders are
publicly contradicting Washington, moving
away from the private diplomacy typical of the
alliance. This "rupture" suggests a future
where Europe must develop independent
security and energy frameworks rather than
relying on US leadership.

Domestic Polarization and the Shadow of
"Forever Wars" Despite the initial "righteous
mission" rhetoric, the war’s popularity is
waning rapidly in the US. Public sentiment is
increasingly focused on the $12 billion cost
incurred in just two weeks and the rising
petrol prices (up 60 cents in a month). The
internal uUsS government shutdown
exacerbates this, as voters see their domestic
safety (TSA/DHS) compromised while vast
sums are spent on a conflict that lacks a clear
r "Day After" plan. This domestic
strain is a vulnerability Iran is calculatedly
exploiting to force a US withdrawal.

nd-gam

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

e Expect a further intensification of air
strikes as the US attempts to force a
surrender before the next G7 summit or
domestic  political becomes
untenable.

pressure

e Naval escort missions for tankers are

unlikely to start at scale until the end of the

month, meaning fuel prices will remain
high and volatile.

* The US government shutdown could lead to

mass resignations at the TSA and DHS if a
funding bill is not reached by the next pay

cycle.
Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The "temporary" Russian oil waver may be

extended indefinitely if Hormuz remains

closed, leading to a permanent fracture in
the sanctions regime against Moscow.

* Republican
significant

incumbents may face a
electoral backlash in the
upcoming midterms if inflation remains
"sticky" due to energy shocks.

* Lebanon faces a total state collapse as the
internal displaced population exceeds the
capacity of its fragile economy and aid
systems.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The regional balance of power will shift as
Iran is "set back ten years," potentially
creating a power vacuum that could lead to
"Syria-style balkanization" of the country.

* Alliances in the Indo-Pacific may be re-
evaluated as US assets (like the THAAD
system in South Korea) are redeployed to
the Middle East, leading to a credibility gap
for US security guarantees in Asia.

* Global energy infrastructure will likely
pivot toward sovereignty and renewables to
avoid the recurring "fossil fuel roller
coaster" triggered by Middle East choke
points.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Coalition partners must define a "Day
After" governance model for Iran to avoid
v m-1 h if the regime is
decapitated.

* European nations should accelerate energy

storage and renewable integration to

decouple from the global oil price shock.

e Diplomatic channels must be established
with China and India to manage their
"Shadow Fleet" movements and ensure
they do not become the sole beneficiaries of
weakened sanctions.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Rerouting fuel around
the Strait of Hormuz is adding 7 to 10 days
to lead times; companies must adjust
inventory levels immediately.

* Regulatory Risk: The US pivot on Russian
oil is unilateral; firms operating in both the

US and EU face severe compliance conflict

as sanctions diverge.

* Cybersecurity Standards: Businesses

must prepare for "insidious" retaliatory
cyber attacks from Iranian
particularly in the financial and utility
sectors.

proxies,

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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