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THE IRANIAN CONFLICT ENTERS A

CRITICAL PHASE AS MOJTABA

KHAMENEI ASCENDS TO THE

LEADERSHIP UNDER HEAVY FIRE

WHILE US-ISRAELI STRIKES

DECIMATE MILITARY

INFRASTRUCTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the fourteenth day of a full-scale military

conflict between a US-Israeli coalition and the

Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  the  geopolitical

landscape has shifted toward a volatile state

of  urban  warfare  and  decapitation  strikes.

Following the death of Ali Khamenei fourteen

days ago, his second son, Mojtaba Khamenei,

has  been  named  the  third  Supreme Leader.

However, his ascension is marred by reports

of  severe  injuries  sustained  during  coalition

strikes;  US Defense  Secretary  Pete  Hegseth

reported that  Mojtaba may have lost  a  limb

and is currently managing state affairs from a

medical  facility.  The  internal  stability  of  the

regime  is  under  extreme  duress,  with  the

IRGC  threatening  a  crackdown  more  brutal

than the "January 8th" massacre to suppress

any potential urban uprisings sparked by the

coalition's campaign.

Strategically,  the US and Israel  have shifted

their  focus  toward  degrading  the  Iranian

security apparatus and nuclear potential. The

Pentagon claims to  have struck over  15,000

targets,  including  6,000  military  sites and

90%  of  Iran's  naval  and  aerial  capabilities.

Despite  these  losses,  Iran  continues  to

leverage  its  regional  proxies  and its  control

over the Strait of Hormuz to exert economic

pressure on the West. The closure of the Strait

has pushed oil prices toward $100 per barrel,

prompting  President  Trump  to  release

strategic  reserves  and  temporarily  ease

sanctions  on  Russian  oil  sales to  stabilize

global markets. Meanwhile, regional tensions

are  peaking  as  Turkey  intercepted  its  third

Iranian  ballistic  missile  and  a  US  tanker

aircraft  crashed  in  Iraq,  killing  all  six  crew

members.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Succession and Leadership Crisis

Mojtaba Khamenei was officially named the

third Supreme Leader, marking a transition

to hereditary rule that has been criticized

as  "Moroosi"  (dynastic)  even  within  the

regime.

Mojtaba  has  reportedly  survived  two

assassination attempts:  one in the bunker

where his  father was killed and a second

"special  operation"  strike  on  the  hospital

where he was being treated.

Mark  Fitzpatrick  of  the  IISS  suggests

Mojtaba’s  appointment  is  a  strategic

"worst-case"  for  the  US,  as  his  radical

reputation  prevents  the  Trump

administration  from  claiming  a  quick

diplomatic victory.
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Military Escalation and Strategic Strikes

Israeli  forces  have  expanded  their  target

list to include urban security infrastructure,

specifically  targeting IRGC checkpoints  in

Tehran to facilitate a civilian uprising.

Major  strikes  have  been  confirmed  on

ballistic  missile  production  facilities  in

Shiraz  and  IRGC  ground  force

headquarters in Ahvaz.

Symbolic damage was reported at Tehran’s

Azadi  Tower,  where  the  cafe-gallery was

destroyed  by  the  shockwave  of  a  nearby

explosion.

US forces are deploying an amphibious task

force,  including  2,500  Marines  and  F-35

components, from Japan to the Persian Gulf

to prepare for potential special operations.

Regional Proxy Warfare and Spillover

Hezbollah  and  the  IRGC  have  integrated

their  command  structures  to  launch

coordinated  attacks on  Israel  using

Khurramshahr and Emad ballistic missiles.

A  French  soldier  was  killed  in  a  drone

attack on  a  joint  base  in  Iraqi  Kurdistan,

marking the first European combat fatality

of the war.

Turkey’s relationship with Iran has soured

significantly following the interception of a

third ballistic missile over Turkish airspace,

which  Ankara  termed  a  "dangerous

provocation."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite  Politics  and  Leadership  Dynamics

The  ascension  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei

represents the total consolidation of power by

the  "Habib  Brigade"—a  secretive  circle  of

security  and  intelligence  figures  including

Hossein  Taeb  and  Ali  Asghar  Hejazi.  This

group  now  operates  as  a  "underground

government," managing the war from bunkers

while Mojtaba remains invisible to the public,

raising questions about whether he is truly in

control or merely a figurehead for a military

junta.

Digital Sovereignty and Cybersecurity Iran

has  implemented  a  total  "digital  darkness"

policy, with global internet access cut for over

300 consecutive hours. Reports indicate that

this  infrastructure  was  built  with  significant

Chinese  technical  assistance,  mirroring

Beijing's  centralized  "Cyberspace

Administration." The blackout is being used to

prevent  citizens  from  seeing  Israeli

evacuation  warnings  and  to  stifle  the

coordination of domestic protests.

Energy  Security The  global  economy  is

reeling from the Hormuz blockade. While oil

prices have fluctuated, the sustained closure

of a channel that carries 20% of global fossil

fuels has forced the US to seek an emergency

deal  to  release  strategic  reserves.  Analysts

warn that if Iran targets the oil fields of Saudi

Arabia  or  the  UAE,  prices  will  enter  an

unprecedented spike.

Domestic  Stability  and  Social  Order

Tehran has become a "city of the dead" with

businesses closed and banks failing to provide

cash. Despite this, the regime forced a public

showing  for  Quds  Day,  where  officials  like

Masoud Pezeshkian and Ali Larijani marched

even  as  explosions  rocked nearby

neighborhoods. Security forces are deploying

black  armored  vehicles  and  Dushkas  (heavy

machine guns) in major squares to intimidate

the populace.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by high-level military

briefings  and  executive  statements  from

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260313_113000


Washington  and  Tel  Aviv  regarding  the

conduct of the war and the legal justifications

for  targeting  Iranian  state  infrastructure.

Discussion  in  the  US  Congress  has  turned

toward  the  "Venuzualization"  of  the  Iranian

conflict—an attempt to swap the regime's oil

for humanitarian stability.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Pentagon Press Briefing: Defense Secretary

Pete  Hegseth announced the  appointment

of  an  independent  officer (outside  of

CENTCOM) to investigate the strike on the

Minab girls' school, which resulted in 167

deaths.

President Trump’s Fox News Interview: The

President claimed that "very hard hits" are

scheduled  for  the  coming  week  and

predicted the eventual  fall of  the  regime,

while  dismissing  questions  about  ground

troops as "stupid."

Israeli  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  Statement:

The IDF confirmed the deliberate targeting

of Basij checkpoints as part of a strategy to

"deepen  the  blow"  against  the  regime's

repressive apparatus.

Turkish  Ministry  of  Defense:  Issued  a

formal  demand  for  an  explanation  from

Tehran regarding ballistic missiles violating

its  airspace,  threatening  "decisive

measures."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES 

THE COLLAPSE OF THE "FATWA"

BARRIER WITH ALI KHAMENEI

DECEASED, THE LONG-STANDING

RELIGIOUS FATWA AGAINST THE

PRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR

WEAPONS IS BEING TREATED BY

BOTH COALITION AND REGIME

HARDLINERS AS DEFUNCT.

COALITION PLANNERS ARE NOW

OPERATING ON THE ASSUMPTION

THAT IRAN WILL ATTEMPT AN

"EMERGENCY" ASSEMBLY OF A

NUCLEAR DEVICE USING ITS 440KG

OF 60% ENRICHED URANIUM AS A

FINAL SURVIVAL DETERRENT.

NARRATIVE WARFARE AND CIVIL

PROTECTION A DANGEROUS TREND

HAS EMERGED WHERE ISRAEL USES

DIGITAL MAPS AND SOCIAL MEDIA

TO ISSUE EVACUATION WARNINGS

FOR SPECIFIC TEHRAN

NEIGHBORHOODS (E.G., VILA,

MONIRIEH), WHILE THE IRANIAN

GOVERNMENT BLOCKS THE

INTERNET TO PREVENT CITIZENS

FROM SEEING THEM. THIS IS

CREATING A "CIVILIAN TRAP"

WHERE NON-COMBATANTS ARE

KEPT IN TARGET ZONES TO SERVE

AS HUMAN SHIELDS OR TO

MAXIMIZE INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY

AGAINST THE COALITION.

THE END OF IRANIAN

REPUBLICANISM THE SWIFT

APPOINTMENT OF MOJTABA

KHAMENEI, BYPASSING THE

ASSEMBLY OF EXPERTS AND ANY

DEMOCRATIC VENEER, HAS

FUNDAMENTALLY TRANSFORMED

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC INTO A
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HEREDITARY SECURITY STATE. THIS

HAS ALIENATED TRADITIONAL

REGIME "INSIDERS" LIKE HASSAN

ROUHANI AND THE KHOMEINI

FAMILY, WHO HAVE ISSUED VEILED

GRIEVANCES ABOUT THE STATE'S

DIRECTION.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a massive

surge  in  coalition  strikes  as  the  Trump

administration attempts  to  meet  a  one-week

deadline given  to  Israel  to  conclude  major

operations.  Urban  conditions  in  Tehran  will

likely deteriorate into a humanitarian crisis as

3 million internally displaced persons struggle

with food and fuel shortages. The IRGC may

initiate  "counter-protest"  massacres  to

maintain street control.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The conflict is

likely  to  settle  into  a  "war  of  attrition"

centered on the Strait of Hormuz. Unless US

Marines  successfully  occupy  Iranian

coastlines or the Kharg Island terminal, global

oil  markets  will  remain  volatile.  The

legitimacy of Mojtaba Khamenei will  face its

sternest test as he must eventually appear in

public to prove he is fit to lead.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years) Regardless  of  the

war's  outcome,  the  "Digital  Silk  Road"

partnership  with  China  will  likely  become

Iran's primary governance model, focusing on

total  technological  surveillance and a closed

national  intranet.  If  the  regime  survives,  it

will  be  as  a  heavily  militarized,  nuclear-

capable  state  with  almost  zero  public

legitimacy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The international community must pressure

Tehran  to  restore  internet  access  to

facilitate  the  evacuation  of  civilians from

military target zones.

Diplomatic  channels  through  Turkey  and

Oman should be used to prevent a nuclear

"breakout" by the regime in its final stages

of desperation.

Coalition partners must coordinate on the

Russian  oil  exemption to  prevent  a  total

collapse of  European and Asian industrial

economies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  chains  dependent  on  the  Persian

Gulf  (nitrogen  fertilizers,  aluminum,  and

helium)  should  seek  alternative  sources

immediately as the Hormuz blockade shows

no signs of lifting.

Defense  and  satellite  infrastructure

companies  should  prepare  for  increased

demand  for  "anti-space"  and  anti-satellite

technologies as China simulates attacks on

the Starlink network in support of Iranian

goals.

Financial institutions should hedge against

a  prolonged period of  market  volatility in

East Asia, particularly in Tokyo and Seoul,

which  are  most  vulnerable  to  energy

shocks.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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