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ALGERIA ADVANCES LARGE-SCALE

INFRASTRUCTURE AND CULTURAL

SOVEREIGNTY INITIATIVES AMID

HEIGHTENED COUNTER-

TERRORISM OPERATIONS AND

REGIONAL ECONOMIC SIGNALING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, was defined by a dual-track

state  narrative:  the  maintenance  of  hard

security  through  lethal  counter-terrorism

actions in the east and the aggressive pursuit

of  "Plan  Jaune,"  a  multi-billion  dinar

infrastructure  overhaul  of  the  capital.  While

the People's National Army (ANP) successfully

neutralized a high-value terror cell in the Fifth

Military  Region,  the  martyrdom  of  three

soldiers triggered high-level condolences from

President  Abdelmadjid  Tebboune,  signaling

the  persistent  threat  of  residual  extremist

groups  during  the  Ramadan  period.  This

internal  security  focus  is  balanced  by  a

massive  effort  to  modernize  Algiers  through

tunnels  and  bridges,  intended  to  resolve

decades-old  congestion  issues  and

demonstrate state capacity.

On the diplomatic and cultural front, Algeria

is  leveraging  its  religious  and  historical

heritage to project soft power. The celebration

of the Grand Mosque of Paris’s centenary and

the  promotion  of  Sufi  "Zawiyas"  as  the

bedrock of Algerian intellectual identity serve

to  insulate  the  domestic  population  from

radical ideologies while positioning Algeria as

a  center  of  "moderate"  Islamic  thought.

Simultaneously, the state continues to use its

media  apparatus  to  highlight  the  "socio-

economic collapse" of Morocco, contrasting it

with  Algerian  stability  and  the  expansion  of

regional  connectivity,  such  as  the  new

international  bus  route  to  Tunisia.  This

suggests  a  continued  strategy  of  regional

competition  through  the  narrative  of

governance  excellence  and  financial

resilience.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

High-Intensity  Counter-Terrorism

Operation  in  Tissa The  Algerian  military

conducted a major "qualitative operation" in

the Tissa sector of the Fifth Military Region.

This  engagement  resulted  in  significant

casualties on both sides and the recovery of

substantial weaponry. 

Seven  terrorists  were  neutralized,

including  two  high-ranking  "Emirs"

identified as Unis Salah and Haddad Bilal.

The operation resulted in the martyrdom of

three  soldiers,  prompting  official

condolences from President Tebboune and

Army General Said Chanegriha.

Military  hardware  recovered  included

seven sub-machine guns and a considerable

quantity of ammunition.

Infrastructure  Modernization:  Algiers

"Plan Jaune" The government is accelerating

its  "Plan  Jaune"  (Yellow  Plan)  to  de-congest
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the capital and modernize urban flow through

major engineering works. 

Construction of tunnels, bridges, and other

major  engineering  structures is  currently

underway across several districts.

The  project  aims  to  modernize

infrastructure and improve traffic flow for

drivers in the capital.

Regional  Connectivity  and  Diplomatic

Expansion Algeria is strengthening ties with

Tunisia  through  new  terrestrial  transport

links while maintaining its  cultural  presence

in Europe. 

A  new  international  bus  route linking

Algiers to Tunisia was launched, providing

twice-weekly trips in both directions.

The  Grand  Mosque  of  Paris  marked  its

centenary during Ramadan, hosting its fifth

annual  ambassador's  Iftar  to  promote

dialogue and solidarity.

Strategic  Shift  in  Cultural  and  Media

Policy The executive branch is refocusing on

cinema  as  a  tool  of  national  influence  and

economic diversification. 

The Prime Minister presided over an inter-

ministerial  meeting  to  examine  the

National Strategy for Cinema 2026-2030.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Terrorism and National Security The state

remains  in  a  high  state  of  vigilance,

particularly  during  the  last  ten  days  of

Ramadan. The Tissa operation highlights the

military’s  proactive  stance  on  "optimal

exploitation  of  information"  provided  by

security services. 

Security forces have stepped up checks in

public  spaces and transport  hubs like the

metro and tramway.

Operations  focus  on  drug  trafficking  and

psychotropic  substances to  ensure

"tranquility" during the holy month.

Domestic  Stability  &  Civil  Society Non-

governmental  organizations,  such  as  the

United Algerian Foundation (UAF), are filling

critical gaps in social services, particularly in

healthcare and disability support, reflecting a

collaborative model of "solidarity." 

The  UAF  is  launching  pluridisciplinary

medical  caravans  toward  Boussaada for

early diagnostic screening.

The  foundation  operates  "Dar "المتحدة�����المتح 

(United  House)  to  provide  housing  and

psychological  support for  cancer  patients

from remote provinces.

Targeted  programs  for  entrepreneurship

for  persons  with  disabilities are  being

integrated into the national economy.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics Algerian state

media continues to broadcast a stark contrast

between  domestic  "progress"  and  the

"suffering"  in  neighboring  Morocco  and  the

Palestinian territories. 

Reports  highlight  Moroccans  scavenging

through garbage for food due to collapsing

purchasing power and inflation.

Coverage  of  Gaza  focuses  on  the

"unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe"

and the suffering of cancer patients due to

closed border crossings.

Succession  &  Stability:  The  Role  of  the

Zawiya The  state  is  emphasizing  the
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historical  role  of  Sufi  Zawiyas  in  Algerian

education  to  reinforce  national  identity  and

religious moderate-ism. 

A focus on the history of Algeria's Zawiyas

and their role in preserving the Quran and

fighting foreign "ideological invasions."

The promotion of  free education provided

by  Zawiyas as  a  historical  model  for

charitable social structures.

Regulatory  Environment  &  Heritage

Efforts  are  underway  to  professionalize  the

tourism sector and provide legal  protections

for Algerian historical sites. 

The  Heritage  Association  is  working  to

professionalize tour guides with university-

level  training  to  ensure  information

accuracy.

Legal  experts  are  proposing  new

regulations  for  the  protection  of  heritage

sites like the Casbah and ancient palaces.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy  discussions  focused  heavily  on  long-

term  sectoral  strategies  for  cinema  and

heritage  protection,  alongside  municipal

security mandates for the Ramadan period.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

National  Strategy  for  Cinema

2026-2030: A  proposed  framework  to

revitalize the film industry as an economic

and cultural asset.

Heritage  Protection  Regulations:

Proposed legal norms to protect historical

sites from  unmanaged  renovation  or

neglect.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Inter-ministerial  Meeting  on  Cinema:

Chaired by the Prime Minister to examine

the 2026-2030 strategy.

Grand  Mosque  of  Paris  Centennial

Presentation: Highlighting  the

compatibility  of  Islam  with  Republican

principles and the integration of Muslims in

French society.

United  Algerian  Foundation  Briefing:

Details  on  Eid  charity  goals and  medical

caravan schedules for April 2026.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Sovereignty  through  Archeological  and

Cultural Claims A nascent trend is the use of

archaeology and heritage to bolster Algerian

nationalism  and  tourism.  State-aligned

associations  are  now  promoting  the  theory

that Algeria is the "cradle of humanity," based

on  recent  finds  of  ancient  bone  fragments.

This  narrative  aims  to  "correct"  history

written  by  "orientalists"  and  position  the

country  as  a  primary  global  historical

destination.  By  professionalizing  guides  and

seeking legal protections for sites, the state is

attempting  to  formalize  its  "cultural

sovereignty."

The  Militia-to-Manager  Transition The

government  is  highlighting  the  history  of

"student-soldiers"  and  the  role  of  Quranic

students in the liberation of cities like Oran to

bridge the gap between religious identity and

military duty. By celebrating the Zawiya as a

"military barracks" that protected the nation's

"intellectual  borders,"  the  state  is  co-opting

traditional  religious  structures  into  the

modern  security  architecture,  ensuring  that

the next generation of "men of the state" are

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260313_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne


rooted in  traditional  Sufi values  rather  than

radical imports.

Civil  Society  as  a  Crisis  Buffer The

extensive  coverage  of  foundations  like  the

UAF  suggests  that  the  Algerian  state  is

increasingly relying on private and charitable

sectors to manage chronic social issues. From

medical  transport  for  the  bedridden to

providing  specialized  entrepreneurship

training for the disabled, these organizations

act as a vital safety net. This allows the state

to  focus  on  large-scale  infrastructure  and

security  while  maintaining  social  peace

through charitable "solidarity" networks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued

high-alert security operations through the end

of Ramadan, with potential for further small-

scale "qualitative" military strikes in the Fifth

and Seventh military regions. Public transport

hubs  will  see  sustained  police  presence  to

deter petty crime and drug trafficking during

the  Eid  festivities.  The  medical  caravan  to

Boussaada on April  3  will  likely  be  a  major

domestic PR event for the Ministry of Health.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

completion  of  initial  phases  of  the  "Plan

Jaune" roadworks will be used as a metric of

government efficiency. We will  likely see the

formalization of the National Cinema Strategy

2026-2030 into executive decrees, potentially

offering  new incentives  for  international  co-

productions. Diplomatic pressure on Morocco

is expected to persist as a diversion from any

potential domestic inflationary pressures.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Algeria’s  push for

"heritage tourism" will likely result in a new

regulatory  framework  that  could  restrict

uncertified tour operators and centralize the

management of historical sites like Cherchel

and the Casbah. The state’s focus on the Sufi

educational  model  (Zawiya) may  lead  to

increased  state  funding  for  traditional

Quranic  schools  as  a  long-term  counter-

radicalization strategy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security Cooperation: The persistence of

high-level terror cells in the Fifth Military

Region  suggests  that  intelligence  sharing

on  cross-border  extremist  movements

remains  vital  for  regional  Mediterranean

security.

Soft  Power  Alignment: European

partners should note the centennial of the

Grand  Mosque  of  Paris as  a  platform for

Algeria to exert influence over its diaspora

and  promote  its  version  of  "compatible"

Islam.

Regional  Transport: The  Algeria-Tunisia

bus  route signals  a  broader  intent  to

integrate the Maghreb terrestrial economy,

bypassing Moroccan routes.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Infrastructure  Opportunities: "Plan

Jaune"  indicates  a  sustained  demand  for

civil  engineering,  bridge-building

technology, and urban traffic management

systems in the capital.

Healthcare  and  Tech: Growth  in  NGOs

like the UAF indicates a market for medical

diagnostic  equipment  and  telemedicine

platforms  to  support  regional  medical

caravans.
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Content  Industry: The  Cinema  Strategy

2026-2030 could  open  opportunities  for

investment in film studios, post-production

facilities, and training centers as the state

seeks to monetize its cultural history.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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