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ESCALATING CONFLICT IN THE

MIDDLE EAST

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, is defined by the Sheinbaum

administration’s  rapid  pivot  following  a

significant  legislative  setback  and  the

deepening  impact  of  the  war  in  the  Middle

East  on  global  stability.  Domestically,  the

rejection  of  the  constitutional  Electoral

Reform  (Plan  A)  by  Congress—due  to  the

defection of key allies in the PT and PVEM—

has  forced  President  Claudia  Sheinbaum  to

launch  "Plan  B,"  a  strategy  aimed  at

bypassing  constitutional  hurdles  to  strip

"golden bureaucracies" of their funding at the

state  and  municipal  levels.  This  internal

political friction is being met with a narrative

of  "Austerity  vs.  Privilege,"  intended  to

maintain  the  administration's  high  approval

ratings ahead of  the 2027 interim elections.

Simultaneously,  the  administration  is

celebrating  a  major  tactical  success  in

security  following  the  seizure  of  271

kilograms of  fentanyl  in Colima,  a operation

conducted  in  close  coordination  with  U.S.

authorities.

Internationally,  the  conflict  in  Iran  has

reached  a  critical  juncture,  with  oil  prices

hitting $100 per barrel following the closure

of the Strait of Hormuz. Mexico is attempting

to  position  itself  as  a  regional  mediator,

joining Colombia and Brazil in a joint call for

peace,  while  also  managing  the  domestic

inflationary  pressures  of  the  energy  crisis

through  a  newly  renewed  six-month  cap  on

gasoline prices.  Perhaps the most surprising

development of the day is the confirmation of

initial high-level talks between Cuba and the

United  States,  suggesting  a  potential

diplomatic opening driven by the acute energy

and  humanitarian  crisis  on  the  island.

Meanwhile,  the  Southern  Cone  is  seeing  a

sharp  ideological  shift  as  Chile’s  new

president,  José  Antonio  Kast,  begins

implementing  hardline  migration  policies,

including the construction of border trenches

and  detention  centers,  signaling  a  regional

fragmentation in human rights approaches.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Legislative  Setback  and  the  Pivot  to

"Plan B" 

The  Mexican  Congress  rejected  the

constitutional  Electoral  Reform  after  it

failed to reach a two-thirds majority, with

segments  of  the  PT  and  PVEM  voting

against the measure to protect their own

party interests.

President  Sheinbaum  immediately

signaled  a  shift  to  "Plan  B,"  which

targets the budgets of  local  congresses

and  municipalities,  aiming  to  save  400

million pesos by reducing the number of

regidores and cutting legislative perks.

The  administration  is  leveraging  the

"Plan B" rollout to frame the opposition

and non-compliant allies as defenders of

excessive privilege over the needs of the

poor.

Escalating War in the Middle East and

Global Energy Crisis 

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has

disrupted 20-25% of global oil supplies,

pushing  the  price  of  Brent  crude  past

$101 per barrel.

The U.S. has reportedly spent over $11.3

billion  in  the  first  six  days  of  the

offensive  against  Iran,  while  the  USS

Gerald Ford is retreating after sustaining

damage from Iranian drones or missiles.

In  Europe,  gas  prices  have  surged  to

over 2€ per liter in Germany, prompting

"fuel tourism" to Poland and government

interventions  to  limit daily  price

increases.

Major Fentanyl Interdiction in Colima 

Security forces seized 271 kilograms of

fentanyl (approximately 14 million doses)

in Villa de Álvarez, Colima, and arrested

Yair  Leobardo  N,  a  leader  with  active

warrants in Chicago.

Secretary  Omar  García  Harfuch

emphasized that  the  operation was the

result  of  bilateral  intelligence  sharing

with the U.S. FBI and DEA, but executed

solely by Mexican forces.

Cuba-United  States  Diplomatic

Opening 

President  Miguel  Díaz-Canel  confirmed

that  Cuban  officials  have  held  direct

talks  with  U.S.  representatives to  find

solutions to the ongoing energy blockade

and bilateral tensions.

Mexico  continues  to  provide

humanitarian  aid  and  oil to  the  island,

with Sheinbaum confirming three recent

shipments to stabilize the Cuban grid.

Ideological Re-alignment in Chile 

Chilean President José Antonio Kast has

declared a "government of  emergency,"

signing  executive  orders  for  border

trenches  and  deportations via  charter

flights.

Kast’s  administration  marks  a  stark

departure  from  previous  regional

consensus, aligning closely with Donald

Trump’s migration and security rhetoric.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Coalition Cohesion and Elite Politics The

rejection  of  the  electoral  reform  highlights

growing  fissures  within  the  "Fourth

Transformation" (4T) bloc. The refusal of the

PT and  PVEM to  support  the  elimination  of

proportional  representation  (plurinominales)
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suggests  that  allied  parties  are  increasingly

prioritizing  their  own  survival over  the

presidency's centralized agenda. Sheinbaum’s

refusal to negotiate the core tenets of the bill

—and  her  subsequent  public  "naming  and

shaming"  of  defectors—indicates  a  shift

toward  disciplining  the  coalition through

public opinion rather than backroom deals.

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

Mexico is aggressively shielding its domestic

economy from global shocks. The renewal of

the  24-peso-per-liter  cap on Magna gasoline

for six months is a strategic move to contain

inflation, which is currently ravaging Europe

and the U.S. The administration’s emphasis on

the  sovereignty  of  the  Dos  Bocas  refinery

serves  as  a  nationalist  counter-narrative  to

the  global  energy  insecurity  caused  by  the

Middle East war.

Corruption  and  Governance  of  State

Assets A  retrospective  analysis  of  the  "Los

Pinos"  presidential  residence has revealed a

legacy of systemic asset stripping. Historians

and whistleblowers describe the removal of 33

major works of art and entire dinner services

of  silver  and porcelain  during the transition

from  the  Peña  Nieto  administration.  The

current  government  is  utilizing  the

"Memorica" digital  repository to recover the

"right to memory" and document these losses

as a form of "cultural corruption."

Domestic  Stability  and Social  Order The

government is expanding its "Centros LIBRE"

network, aiming to reach 1,001 centers by the

end of  2026.  These centers  are  designed to

combine  psychological  and  legal  aid  for

women  with  "economic  autonomy"  projects,

serving as a grassroots pillar  for  preventing

feminicides.  This  social  investment  is  paired

with hard security measures, such as the 25%

reduction  in  homicides reported  in  Colima

since the start of the current strategy.

Regional  Influence  &  International

Relations Mexico’s foreign policy is focused

on  "Diplomacy  for  Peace."  By  coordinating

with  Colombia’s  Gustavo  Petro,  Mexico  is

seeking  to  build  a  bloc  of  neutral  Latin

American  nations to  call  for  a  ceasefire  in

Iran.  This  is  a  deliberate  attempt  to  project

"soft power" while distancing the region from

the  stratospheric  military  spending of  the

global powers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by the aftermath of

the failed constitutional electoral reform and

the  presentation  of  a  "Plan  B"  focused  on

secondary laws and local-level spending caps.

Additionally,  the  administration  is  moving

toward  a  legal  initiative  to  homologate

feminicide investigation methodologies across

all 32 states.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Constitutional  Electoral  Reform  (Plan

A): Rejection  of  the  bill  that  sought  to

eliminate  "plurinominal"  legislators  and

reduce  funding  to  the  INE  and  political

parties;  failed  to  achieve  two-thirds

majority.

Electoral  Reform  Plan  B: Proposed

secondary legislation to cap the budgets of

state congresses and reduce the number of

municipal  regidores;  expected  to  be

formally presented next week.

Feminicide Methodological Initiative: A

proposal  to  standardize  how  state

prosecutors  investigate  violence  against

women,  based  on  the  Ernestina  Godoy

model in Mexico City.
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No-Reelection  Initiative: A  reform  to

return  to  the  historical  principle  of

prohibiting  the  reelection of  immediate

family  members  to  the  same  office  (anti-

nepotism), set for 2030 implementation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Conferencia  de  Prensa  (Manzanillo):

President  Sheinbaum  and  the  security

cabinet  reported on declining crime rates

in  Colima and  the  "Kukulkán"  security

strategy for the 2026 World Cup.

AICM  Taxi  Dialogue: Ongoing

negotiations  regarding  the  regulation  of

ride-share  apps (Uber/Didi)  vs.  traditional

concessions at the Mexico City airport.

G20  Armamentism  Proposal: A

reiteration  of  Sheinbaum’s  proposal  to

divert  1%  of  global  military  spending to

environmental  and  social  programs  like

"Sembrando Vida."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Austerity The

Sheinbaum  administration  is  successfully

transforming legislative failures into populist

victories.  By  focusing  Plan  B  on  the

"excessive" costs of local lawmakers in states

like  Baja  California—where  each  legislator

costs  the  treasury  34  million  pesos—the

presidency  is  positioning  itself  as  the  only

barrier  between  the  public  treasury  and  a

predatory political class. This trend suggests

that  future  federal-state  relations  will  be

increasingly  characterized  by  fiscal

disciplining of  local  governments  under  the

banner of "Austerity."

The  Resurgence  of  the  "Strongman"  in

the Southern Cone The rise of José Antonio

Kast  in  Chile  and  the  influence  of  Donald

Trump represent a significant right-ward shift

in  the  region's  migration  and  security

architecture.  The move to militarize borders

and  build  trenches reflects  a  growing

disillusionment with multilateral human rights

frameworks.  Mexico’s  "peace-first"  foreign

policy  is  increasingly  at  odds  with  this  new

hard-right  axis forming  between  Chile,  El

Salvador, and the United States.

Energy  Insecurity  as  the  New  Global

Reality The global economy is entering an era

of "structural insecurity" where energy prices

are  no  longer  predictable.  The  refusal  of

markets to react to the release of 400 million

barrels from strategic reserves indicates that

speculators have already priced in a long-term

conflict in the Middle East. Mexico’s decision

to  prioritize  internal  price  stability over

export profits is a defensive posture that may

serve  as  a  model  for  other  emerging

economies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

tensions within the Morena-PT-PVEM alliance

as  "Plan  B"  moves  through  Congress.  The

government will  likely use public audits and

exposes to  pressure  local  congresses  into

accepting spending caps. In the Middle East,

the return of the USS Gerald Ford suggests a

temporary reduction in U.S. naval capability in

the region, which could lead to further Iranian

provocations in the Strait of Hormuz.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  2026

World Cup security strategy (Plan Kukulkán)

will  undergo  rigorous  stress  testing  as  the

17,600  elements  of  the  defense  group are

deployed. Economically, the 24-peso gasoline

cap  will  be  a  significant  fiscal  burden  if  oil

remains at $100/barrel, potentially leading to
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budget  reallocations from  non-priority

infrastructure  projects.  The  Cuba-U.S.  talks

may  lead  to  a  limited  "energy-for-stability"

deal to prevent a total collapse of the island's

government.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If Mexico succeeds

in standardizing feminicide investigations and

expanding the "Centros LIBRE" network to all

2,478  municipalities,  it  will  represent  a

historic  shift  in  state  capacity  to  address

gender-based violence. Regionally, the success

or failure of Kast’s "trench" policy in Chile will

determine  if  the  Americas  see  a  permanent

militarization of migration routes or a return

to diplomatic management.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomatic  interests  should  monitor  the

Mexico-Colombia-Brazil  "Peace  Bloc" as  a

potential alternative to Western-led Middle

East mediation.

Security  agencies  must  coordinate  with

Mexico’s  newly  created  Secretaría  del

Deporte and Plan Kukulkán to ensure the

safety of international fans during the 2026

World Cup.

Watch  for  "Lawfare"  developments  as

Mexico seeks to reduce the power of local

judiciaries in  the  second  phase  of  its

judicial reform in 2028.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  investors  should  factor  in  high

volatility and "risk premiums" as the Strait

of  Hormuz  remains  closed  and  the  world

enters a "new era of insecurity."

Retail and logistics firms in Mexico should

plan for stable transport costs in the short

term  due  to  the  government’s  gasoline

price  cap,  though  long-term  inflationary

pressure remains high.

Companies  operating  in  Chile  should

prepare for a significant regulatory shift as

the Kast administration prioritizes security

over economic liberalization in its first 100

days.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

