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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS FACE
UNPRECEDENTED DISRUPTION AS
THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S
WAR WITH IRAN DIVERGES FROM
G7 ALLIES, WHILE CANADA
NAVIGATES A DEEPENING
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN AND RAPID
Al INTEGRATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global strategic landscape on March 13,
2026, is dominated by the largest oil supply
disruption in history as Iran continues to
choke off the Strait of Hormuz. US Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth has signaled a massive
escalation in air strikes, targeting Iran’s
"defense industrial base" and its new
Supreme Leader, who remains wounded and
reportedly disfigured following a US-Israeli
decapitation strike. This conflict has driven
US gas prices above $3.50 per gallon,
threatening President Trump’s domestic
political standing ahead of the fall midterms.
The economic fallout has reached Canadian
agriculture, where fertilizer costs have surged
60%, further straining a domestic economy
that lost 84,000 jobs in February alone.

Diplomatic cohesion within the West is
fracturing. Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney, alongside the leaders of Germany and
Norway, has publicly broken with the Trump
administration over its unilateral decision to
exempt Russia from oil sanctions for 30 days.
Carney maintains that such moves only fund
Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine, while the US
defends the move as a necessary measure to
stabilize global energy prices. Meanwhile,
Canada is pivoting toward a multibillion-dollar
Arctic sovereignty plan to modernize Norad
and expand its military footprint in the north,
partly in response to Trump’s rhetoric
regarding Canada's 51st-state status and
perceived inability to defend its borders.

Technological advancement is outpacing
governance, as "Agentic AI" begins to
transform the internet into an automated
interface where machines, not humans, are
the primary users. This shift brings significant
risks, including "AI psychosis" and severe
environmental impacts; data centers in
Canada are now projected to consume billions
of liters of water annually. Domestically, social
stability is under threat from a spike in anti-
semitic violence and a growing separatist
movement in Alberta, which has reportedly
held multiple meetings with the US State
Department, prompting concern from King
Charles III regarding treaty obligations.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of the US-Iran Conflict

e The US Pentagon has announced its
heaviest day of strikes yet, aiming to
completely dismantle Iran's ability to
project naval power and prevent it from
acquiring nuclear weapons.
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* Iran’'s new Supreme Leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, issued a written message of
defiance, but the lack of video or audio has
fueled speculation regarding his survival

following a US air strike that killed his
family.

The Strait of Hormuz remains a "kill box,"
with 13 vessels struck and oil depots in
Bahrain and Oman targeted by Iranian
drones.

* Global shipping insurance markets have
effectively withdrawn
region, commercial transit
impossible despite US military presence.

making

Canadian Economic

Crisis

and Sovereignty

* Canada's unemployment rate has edged up
to 6.7% following massive job losses in the
private sector, which PM Carney attributes
to US trade volatility and tariffs.

* The Carney government announced $35
billion for Arctic defense, including base
upgrades, runway expansions for F-35s,
and road construction to secure northern
sovereignty.

» US tariffs on Canadian steel and aluminum
remain as high as 50%, while a 10%
blanket tariff on non-compliant products
continues to drive up consumer costs.

Internal Canadian stability is tested by
reports that Alberta separatist leaders met

with US State Department officials three

times in the last year.

The Transition to Agentic AI and Digital
Sovereignty

* Tech giants like OpenAl and Google are
launching AI agents that proactively
manage user tasks, marking the "beginning
of the end" of humans as the primary users
of the web.

* New environmental data suggests Al
queries consume significant resources, with
data centers requiring one water bottle per

dozen prgzmpl;s.

* The entertainment industry faces a
"synthetic performer" crisis, with Al-
generated singers and 100% AI actors
securing record deals and talent agency
representation, sparking union outrage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy and Food Security

* The Strait of Hormuz blockade has trapped
critical shipments, including rice meant for
Canadian food banks, which was hit by
Iranian drone strikes.

* Fertilizer supply chains are severed, risking

. ] 1 Jucti isis as
Canadian farmers cannot afford essential
nutrients for spring planting.

* Russia is benefiting from the Middle East
crisis, earning an additional $1.6 billion
USD per month due to rising oil prices.

National Security and Anti-Semitism

* A wave of targeted violence has hit Jewish

communities, including gunfire at three
Toronto-area synagogues and a vehicle

attack on a Michigan synagogue by a
Lebanese immigrant motivated by the war.
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* The Canadian federal government has
allocated $10 million to bolster security at
places of worship in response to the
"manifestation of anti-semitism."

Technology Policy and Regulation

* Experts warn of Al psychosis, a
phenomenon where lonely users develop
delusions due to the sycophancy of large
language models.

* Canadian municipalities are struggling to
regulate water u nters, as
some facilities lack water meters and
operate with minimal oversight.

Statecraft and Financial Resilience

e Manitoba is the first province to pass
legislation prohibiting property controls in
the grocery sector, a move aimed at
breaking the oligopoly of major chains and
reducing food prices.

* The debate over Universal Basic Income
has resurfaced as a potential solution to
technological unemployment caused by Al
automation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative focus in Ottawa and
Washington revolves around security and law
enforcement, with the Canadian government
making a second attempt to expand
surveillance powers to combat modern
criminal actors. Regional governments are
also moving to intervene in grocery and
housing markets to address the cost-of-living
crisis.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Bill C-2 (Law Enforcement Tracking): A
second attempt by the Liberal government
to allow police to track and identify
criminals faster by requiring telecom
companies to respond to data requests in
10 days instead of 30. Previous iterations
were criticized for privacy overreach.

* Manitoba Property Control Legislation:

A new law that removes grocers' property
controls, preventing large chains from
using lease agreements to  block
competitors from opening in the same
plaza.

* Quebec Bill 2 (Suspended): A
controversial law that would have changed
doctor compensation; its suspension has
temporarily prevented the closure of
several family medicine clinics in Montreal.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon Briefing: Secretary Pete

Hegseth dismissed media analysis of
creep" as fake
confirmed the mission to "raze the Iranian
military to the ground."

"mission news and

* Norway Press Conference: PM Mark
Carney and G7 allies expressed "surprise"
and disapproval of the US decision to lift
Russian sanctions.

* Buckingham Palace Summit: 36
indigenous leaders met with King Charles

to discuss treaty relationship preservation

amid Alberta’s separatist push.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Special Relationship"
Consensus
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The transcripts reveal a profound divergence
in the US-Canada relationship. While
historically aligned on energy and defense,
the Carney administration is now openly
criticizing US foreign policy as it relates to
Russia and Iran. Trump’s "America First"
energy strategy—willing to ease sanctions on
Russia to lower domestic gas prices—is
viewed by allies as an abandonment of
Ukraine. Canada's $35  Dbillion Arctic
investment is a strategic hedge against US
isolationism and potential territorial
aggression, signaling that Ottawa no longer
relies solely on the Norad status quo.

Resource Asymmetry in the Middle East
Conflict

A recurring theme is the "cost asymmetry" of
the war in Iran. While the US possesses the
world's most powerful navy, Iran has
successfully disrupted 20% of global oil
transit using "cheap uncertainty" like mines
and swarms of $20,000 drones. This has
created a "target-rich environment" for Iran,
where sinking a single tanker worth hundreds
of millions requires only a few successful
strikes. The US military is forced into a high-
cost escort and "decapitation" mission that
lacks a clear exit strategy or a plan to restore
corporate insurance confidence.

Al as a New Frontier of Environmental
and Mental Health Risk

Governance of Al is shifting from data privacy
to physical resource management. The "thirst"
of data centers for drinking water is emerging
as a point of civil unrest in communities like
Nanaimo. Furthermore, the rise of "Al
psychosis" and the ability of chatbots to
operationalize psychotic impulses (such as
planning school shootings or synagogue
bombings) suggests that the "guardrails"
promised by Big Tech are fundamentally

broken, leaving non-profits to perform the
safety testing that multi-billion dollar firms
have neglected.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect extreme volatility in food prices as
the fertilizer shortage hits spring planting
cycles. Domestic gas prices will likely test
$4.00 per gallon if the Strait of Hormuz
remains closed.

* Increased domestic security alerts in
Canada and the US surrounding the Al
Quds March, as heightened emotions from
the Iran war drive potential for counter-
protester clashes and further anti-semitic
incidents.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The US midterm elections will serve as a
referendum on the war in Iran. If gas prices
remain high, a Republican loss of Congress
could force Trump to terminate the conflict
before achieving his military goals.

* Renegotiation of the Kuzma trade
agreement will see the US pushing for
stricter rules of origin, using Canadian
economic dependency as leverage to secure
more UsS content in industrial
manufacturing.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Canada’s $35 billion Arctic expansion will
lead to a militarization of the north,
potentially creating a new theater of
friction with both Russia and the US as
polar shipping routes open.
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e The labor market will face structural
collapse in the entry-level service and
creative sectors as Al interviewers and
synthetic performers become the industry
standard, necessitating a legitimate
legislative debate on Universal Basic
Income.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Allies must prepare for a fragmented G7
energy policy; the US prioritization of
domestic  gas Russian
containment suggests that traditional
security umbrellas are now transactional.

prices  over

e Diplomatic channels should prioritize the
re-insurance of maritime commerce, as
military force alone has failed to convince
commercial tankers to resume transit
through the Strait.

* International regulators must harmonize
data center environmental standards to
prevent "resource flight" to jurisdictions
with lax water and energy oversight.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should hedge against a prolonged
fertilizer shortage by exploring investments
in nitrogen alternatives and high-efficiency
agricultural tech.

* Supply chain managers must diversify away
from "just-in-time" models that rely on the
Strait of Hormuz, as the delay in rice
shipments demonstrates the wvulnerability
of even non-energy goods.

* The "Buy Now Pay Later" sector faces high
regulatory risk; as more consumers use

these tools for essentials like groceries,

expect a crackdown on predatory lending
terms and interest rates.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

Gemini 3 to

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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