TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CCTV1

MARCH 13, 2026
T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

CHINA SOLIDIFIES DOMESTIC STABILITY AND GREEN LEADERSHIP AMID
ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT AND GLOBAL ENERGY THREATS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: March 13, 2026

" A STUDY IN CONTRASTS: TWO WORLDS NARRATIVE
STABLE CHINA: DOMESTIC TRIUMPHS & INNOVATION. -

\ "TURBULENT MIDDLE EAST: CONFLICT & ENERGY SHOCKS

RECORD SPRING FESTIVAL: g DOMESTIC NARRATIVE — ESCALATlNG CONFLICT: |
9.4 Billion Passenger Trips. " VS. Day 14 US-Israel-Iran Hostilities.
“Mobile China" Economic Vitality. v‘ﬁ GEOPOLITICAL CHAOS - Strikes on Naval Assets.
e " LTINS o > =
) [\, M
‘ﬁi@jﬁ—" TECH SOVEREIGNTY: QL : [ STRAIT OF HORMUZ
World's First Clinical Haat P THREAT:
2  BCl Approved. ( Wg S “Maritime Traffic Collapse,
! Al Integranon & ) s ‘ Global Oil Price Surge &
\/m Lower “Apple Tax". A ‘Va T S Market Disturbance.

9 o f ‘ =t
\ 2 X HUMANITARIAN CRISIS:
§~»1 “ .z% ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT CODE: 4.1 Million Internally
; / 2 Systemic Green Governance & Rule of Law. Displaced Persons.
CHINA'S PILLARS OF STRENGTH & GOVERNANCE
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ( ENERGY SECURITY ( ECONOMIC SECURITY.
& TRANSPORT & TRANSITION & POLICY
égg,ﬁ'ﬁ!ﬂ'ysu": 15TH FIVE-YEAR PLAN:
Breakthroug Goal to Double GDP
(BEST Device 2027). ZHp ] Percapitaby 2035,
DESERT le @& FINANCIAL STABILITY:
SSJ]EaCI'IAQIgCAJOIgEM ;\544 Low- |nteresthen‘\‘nronr|nent
supportin Il [EL
Restorers. %‘;@ deeglopmgem i)
UNPRECEDENTED CAPACITY: SCALING s . @P PUBLIC HEALTH &
"8 Vertical, 8 Horizontal” HSR RENEWABLES: BIOSURVEILLANCE:
largely complete. 147m Turbine Blades Focus on Preventative
Naval Expansion: Two new Type 055 into Mass Production. Care & TCM Integration.
L Destroyers Commissioned.

J

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS -
TRENDS & TIMELINE || RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS |

— D
@ . . h FORINTEI;I;'IO‘N:\LPOLICY

5(*1‘%{ o ":f'%"h’AM e L?_’;GYTER)M PREPARE FOR MULTI-LATERAL MONITOR BCI

| eeMsl?ltary (10 Morths) SR S Vecrs)- 3N “GREEN LAWFARE” ~ MARITIME SECURITY  REGULATORY

Readlness Volatile New Environmental  BCI Adoption. Pursuit of (Ecso‘l;)r?ét;aﬂljg)ode (Hormuz Threat). FRAMEWORK.
0il Prices. Audits. Energy Independence. 2

—( FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS )—

T G %
2o O @ & u

STRATEGIC THE DAWN OF GREEN ENERGY AS DIVERSIFY SUPPLY  PIVOT TO CHINA'S  INVEST IN HIGH-END
RESILIENCE vs.  "INTELLIGENTIZATION" A GEOPOLITICAL CHAIN AWAY FROM "INTELLIGENT COMPONENTS &
WESTERN FRAGILITY (Shuzhihua) MIDDLE EAST ENERGY. MANUFACTURING" BCI HARDWARE.

THE DAY'S DOMINANT STRATEGIC THEME:
A PEACEFUL, INNOVATIVE CHINA VERSUS A VOLATILE, CONFLICT-RIDDEN WEST.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CCTV1

MARCH 13, 2026

CHINA SOLIDIFIES DOMESTIC
STABILITY AND GREEN
LEADERSHIP AMID ESCALATING
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT AND
GLOBAL ENERGY THREATS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a pivotal juncture
where China’s domestic narrative of high-tech
"New Quality Productive Forces" and social
stability directly contrasts with a rapidly
deteriorating geopolitical situation in the
Middle East. Domestically, China celebrated
the conclusion of a record-breaking Spring
Festival travel season, facilitating an
unprecedented 9.4 billion passenger trips,
which the state is leveraging as proof of
economic resilience and infrastructure
superiority. Simultaneously, the passage of the
"Ecological Environment Code" signals a long-
term legislative commitment to "Green
Development," positioning China as a global
leader in environmental governance and the
rule of law.

However, these domestic triumphs are
shadowed by the 14th day of intense military
conflict between Iran and the U.S.-Israeli
coalition. Reports of Iranian strikes on U.S.

naval assets and the subsequent threat to the
Strait of Hormuz have triggered immediate
shocks to global energy markets and maritime
insurance. China is carefully positioning itself
as a ‘"stabilizer" in this chaotic landscape,
emphasizing its "15th Five-Year Plan" goals
and indigenous technological breakthroughs
in fusion energy, brain-computer interfaces
(BCI), and renewable energy supply chains.
This "Two Worlds" narrative—a peaceful,
innovative China versus a volatile, conflict-
ridden West—is the day's dominant strategic
theme.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Middle East Conflict: Day 14 of U.S.-
Israel-Iran Hostilities

* The conflict has escalated to direct strikes
on high-value targets, with Iran claiming to
have disabled the USS Abraham Lincoln
and targeted the U.S. b5th Fleet
headquarters. U.S. officials have denied
these claims but confirmed the crash of an

aerial refueling tanker in Iraq, with all

personnel lost.

Iran has renewed threats to block the Strait
of Hormuz, leading to a collapse in

maritime traffic and a surge in
international o0il prices, which has
subsequently caused significant

disturbances in U.S. stock markets.

* The humanitarian crisis is widening, with

over 4.1 million internally displaced
persons across Iran, Afghanistan, and

Pakistan due to ongoing hostilities.
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2. Conclusion of 2026 Spring Festival * Apple Inc. has reportedly lowered its

(Chunyun) "Apple Tax" commission for Chinese
developers from 30% to 25% (and 12% for
* China concluded its 40-day travel season small developers), a move attributed to the
with a record 9.4 billion nger trips, a immense leverage and vitality of the
4.3% increase over 2025. This volume is Chinese market.
being framed as a "Mobile China" reflecting
deep economic vitality. 5. Public Security: Transnational Crime

* High-speed rail now covers 99% of cities and Scam Parks

with populations over 200,000, with total

. i ) ) * Police dismantled a major smuggling ring
high-speed rail mileage exceeding 50,000

led by "Zhong Xingbang" that funneled

kilometers. . .
young people into Southeast Asian scam
* The "Reverse Spring Festival" trend— parks. Over 60 victims have been
elderly parents traveling to cities—saw a repatriated, while many remain missing.
84% increase in flight bookings, signaling N
* The case highlights the use of borrowed

shifts in traditional social structures and
consumption patterns.

12306 railway accounts and digital

payment platforms to facilitate human

3. Passage of the Ecological Environment trafficking, prompting calls for stricter
Code platform oversight.

* The National People's Congress officially KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
passed the Ecological Environment Code,

the second "code" in the nation's history. It Critical Infrastructure and Transport
emphasizes "systemic governance" of
mountains, rivers, forests, and deserts. * The "8 Vertical, 8 Horizontal" high-speed

* The code introduces innovative clauses, rail networlk is now largely complete, with

such as legal immunity for damages caused the Zhgngzhoujasl_ﬂub handling over
when protecting human safety from wildlife 1,000 tI‘aII:IS daily during peak travel,
and new regulations for light and demonstrating unprecedented state
electromagnetic radiation pollution. capacity in logistics.

* China's naval expansion continues with the

4. Technological Sovereignty and Al commissioning of two 10,000-ton Type 055
Integration destroyers, the Dongguan and Anging,
bringing the total to ten active hulls in this

* The National Medical Products
Administration approved the world's first
invasive brain-computer interface (BCI) for Energy Security and Transition
clinical wuse in spinal cord injury
rehabilitation, marking a significant lead e Development of the “Artificial Sun"
over global competitors. (controlled nuclear fusion) remains a top

priority, with the BEST device in Hefei
scheduled to complete its main system
construction by the end of 2027.

class.
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* Renewable energy is being integrated into
desert reclamation; solar panels are now
being used as "ecological restorers" by
providing shade for grass growth in the
Gobi Desert.

* Offshore wind power technology is scaling
rapidly, with 147-meter turbine blades
(equivalent to 50-story buildings) entering
mass production to lower the Levelized
Cost of Energy (LCOE).

Economic Security and Policy

* The 15th Five-Year Plan (15.5) targets were
emphasized, including the goal to double
GDP per capita from 2020 levels by 2035.

* Financial data for February showed M2
money supply growth at 9%, with loans
reaching 278 trillion yuan, maintaining a
low-interest environment to support "high-
quality development."

Health and Biosurveillance

* National health campaigns are focusing on

the prevention of fatty liver disease among
the youth, linking it to sedentary lifestyles

and "over-dieting."
* State media is promoting "Spring Liver
Protection" through a combination of

Traditional Chi Medici ‘TCM) and

modern diagnostic screening.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative focus was dominated by the
landmark passage of the Ecological
Environment Code and the continued rollout
of the 15th Five-Year Plan's foundational
policies. Governance is shifting toward
"systemic integration,” where environmental,
economic, and social policies are intertwined
under a unified legal framework.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ecological Environment Code: Passed on
March 12, 2026. This comprehensive code
unifies environmental laws, focusing on
carbon reduction, biodiversity, and source-
prevention of pollution.

* National Agricultural Census
Regulations (Draft): Discussed in the
State Council to improve "Three Rural"
policy accuracy.

* Local Government Subsidy Negative
List: A new management mechanism to

prevent "internal involution" and ensure

fair competition in the wunified national
market.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Zhao Leji's Media Visit: The NPC
Chairman visited journalists covering the
"Two Sessions," emphasizing the need to
"tell the China story well" regarding the
country's democratic and legal systems.

* State Council Executive Meeting:
Focused on the division of tasks for the
2026 Government Work Report to ensure
the 15th Five-Year Plan's "good start."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Strategic Resilience vs. Western Fragility

A prominent narrative arc in today's
broadcasts is the juxtaposition of China's
orderly, high-tech society against the chaos in
the Middle East and the economic volatility in
the West. While the U.S. and Israel are
embroiled in a r rce-drainin nflict,
China is showcasing its "8 Vertical, 8
Horizontal" rail network and its record-

breaking 11 billion yuan movie box office as
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indicators of a stable middle class. The
messaging suggests that China’s state-led
model provides a "certainty" that the liberal
international order currently lacks.

The Dawn of
(Shuzhihua)

"Intelligentization”

A subtle but critical terminological shift was
noted in the 15.5 Plan: the transition from
"Digitalization" to
"Intelligentization" (Shuzhihua). This reflects
a policy move beyond mere data collection
toward Al-driven autonomous systems. This is
evident in the approval of BCI medical devices
and the AWE Shanghai expo, where
appliances are no longer passive but
"proactively perceive user needs" through Al
algorithms.

Green Energy as a Geopolitical Lever

China is increasingly framing its renewable
energy dominance not just as an
environmental goal, but as a strategic
industry. By controlling the entire PV and
wind power supply chain, China is setting
"unmanned zone" standards for the world.
The development of fusion energy and
"Artificial Suns" is framed as the ultimate
solution to energy shortages, potentially
decoupling China’s future growth from the
volatile oil markets currently disrupted by the
Middle East conflict.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
military readiness in the South and East China
Seas following the commissioning of new Type
055 destroyers. International oil prices will
remain volatile as long as the Strait of
under threat, likely

prompting China to accelerate its strategic

Hormuz remains

petroleum reserve (SPR) releases or secure
more overland Russian/Central Asian supply.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The "Apple
Tax" reduction will likely trigger a wave of
similar demands on other foreign platforms
(e.g., Google, Tesla) operating in China. The

Ecological Environment Code will lead to a
new round of environmental audits for
industrial firms, potentially raising
compliance costs but favoring ‘"green"
leaders.

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s push for
"Intelligentization" will see BCI technology
move from clinical trials to consumer-grade
applications, possibly by 2030. The
completion of the 15th Five-Year Plan will see
China attempting to achieve '"energy
independence" through a mix of advanced
renewables and early-stage fusion,
fundamentally altering its  geopolitical
leverage against traditional energy powers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic entities should prepare for
China’s "Green Lawfare" as it begins to
export the standards found in its new

Ecological Environment Code to Belt and

Road partners.

* The threat to the Strait of Hormuz
necessitates a multi-lateral approach to
maritime security, though China may prefer
ilateral "saf ! reements with
Iran.

* Monitor China’s BCI regulatory framework

as it will likely become the de facto global
standard due to first-mover advantage in

clinical approvals.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from
reliance on Middle Eastern energy; pivot
toward China’s "Intelligent Manufacturing"
sectors which are receiving massive state
subsidies under the 15.5 Plan.

Regulatory Compliance: Software and
app developers should leverage the
reduced "Apple Tax" to increase R&D
investment in the Chinese market, but
remain wary of data sovereignty laws.

* Investment Opportunity: High-end
industrial components, specifically wind
turbine bearings and BCI-related medical
hardware, represent high-growth sectors
with significant "Import Substitution"
potential.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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