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NIGERIA BRACES FOR

COMPOUNDING CRISES AS MIDDLE

EAST WAR DRIVES TRIPLE-DIGIT OIL

PRICES AMID DOMESTIC POLITICAL

REALIGNMENT AND ECOLOGICAL

WARNINGS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a critical juncture for

Nigeria as the convergence of a full-scale US-

Israeli war with Iran and significant domestic

political  volatility  threatens  the  nation's

fragile  economic  recovery.  Global  energy

markets have been upended by the closure of

the Strait of Hormuz by Iran's new Supreme

Leader,  Mojtaba  Khamenei,  pushing  Brent

crude  prices  higher  than  $100  per  barrel.

While  this  theoretically  increases  Nigerian

export earnings, the lack of domestic refining

capacity and the subsequent spike in landed

fuel costs to 1,175 Naira per liter are stoking

fears  of  hyper-inflation  and  social  unrest,

forcing the Tinubu administration to establish

an  emergency  Petroleum  Reform  and  Value

Optimization Task Force.

Domestically,  the  political  landscape  is

shifting  rapidly.  A  "gale  of  defections"  has

swept  the  National  Assembly,  with  nine

senators  moving  to  the  African  Democratic

Congress (ADC), signaling a major fracture in

the  opposition  People's  Democratic  Party

(PDP) and a possible consolidation of a new

third force ahead of 2027. Simultaneously, the

appointment  of  Olatunji  Disu  as  Inspector

General  of  Police comes  at  a  moment  of

heightened  scrutiny  over  internal  security

failures, specifically the military's inability to

prevent highly coordinated insurgent attacks

on  bases  in  Borno.  The  administration  is

attempting  a  narrative  of  "Renewed  Hope"

through  infrastructure  projects,  but  this  is

being  undermined  by  a  disconnect  between

macroeconomic  claims  of  stability and  the

lived  reality  of  citizens  facing  surging  costs

for basic services and transportation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Global Energy Shock and the Strait of

Hormuz Crisis 

Iran  has  effectively  blocked  the  Strait  of

Hormuz, a vital waterway handling 20% of

global oil traffic, leading to a surge in crude

prices  above  the  $100  mark  yet  again

today.

The  Nigerian  government  has  begun

evacuating  its  citizens  from  Iran via  the

Armenian  border  as  US  and  Israeli

bombings  of  Iranian  cities  intensify  amid

ongoing bombings in Tehran.

Domestic  fuel  prices  have  reached  1,175

Naira per liter, with the Dangote Refinery

reportedly increasing its prices in response

to  global  market  turmoil  increased  petrol

price again.
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2. Parliamentary Volatility and the Rise of

the ADC 

The Senate witnessed a massive shift in the

balance  of  power  as  ten  minority

lawmakers defected, with nine joining the

African  Democratic  Congress  (ADC),

making  it  the  leading  opposition  party in

the upper chamber.

Senate  President  Godswill  Akpabio  has

questioned  the  procedural  validity  of

Senator  Abaribe's  defection from  APGA,

threatening to declare his seat vacant due

to  a  lack  of  documented  internal  party

crisis could lose his seat.

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  12

members dumped the PDP and Labor Party

for  the  APC  and  ADC,  indicating  a

widespread loss of confidence in traditional

opposition structures PDP is gone.

3.  Strategic  Security  Leadership

Transition 

Olatunji  Disu  has  been  appointed  as  the

new  Inspector  General  of  Police  (IGP),

tasked with restoring public confidence and

navigating  the  intense  debate  over  state

police.

The  military  leadership  is  facing  severe

criticism  following  intelligence  failures  in

Borno State, where insurgents successfully

raided  four  military  bases  and  released

high-quality  propaganda  videos  of  the

destruction  shamed  by  this  criminal

element.

US  military  cooperation  has  come  under

fire  as  boots  on  the  ground  training has

failed to stem the tide of mass kidnappings

and rural banditry not seeing the benefits.

4. Ecological and Infrastructure Alerts 

Lagos State has issued an urgent seasonal

climate  prediction  for  2026,  warning  of

"above normal" rainfall and flash flooding,

with  the  rainy  season  expected  to

commence around March 31.

The Kenyan capital,  Nairobi,  has reported

50  deaths  following  severe  flash  floods,

highlighting  regional  vulnerability  to

climate  instability  147,000  people  have

been displaced.

The  Nigerian  government  has  launched a

multi-purpose dam and hydropower project

in  Cross  River valued  at  $654  million  to

combat  flooding  and  boost  renewable

energy generate 250 megawatts.

5. Judicial Activism and Electoral Tenure

Limits 

A  High  Court  in  Plateau  State  ruled  that

local  government  chairmen  must  serve

four-year  terms,  declaring  shorter  state-

legislated  tenures  unconstitutional

inconsistent with the 1999 constitution.

In Ondo State, a court ruled that Governor

Lucky  Aiyedatiwa  is  ineligible to  run  for

another  term  in  2028  because  his

completion  of  the  late  Akeredolu's  term

counts as a full first term restrained from

seeking court interpretation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security The global energy shock is

the  single  greatest  threat  to  Nigerian  fiscal

stability. The elevated price of Brent crude is

a  "double-edged  sword,"  increasing  foreign

reserves  while  tightening  the  cost  of  daily

living via imported fuel. The administration's

response includes the Presidential Petroleum

Reform Task Force led by Fola Adeola, aiming
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to  unlock  capital  and  streamline  the  next

phase  of  structural  reforms  execution-ready

reform  blueprints.  However,  the  immediate

unwillingness to reintroduce subsidies despite

1,175 Naira/liter pump prices suggests a rigid

adherence to market-driven policies that may

test social order forget bringing back subsidy.

Economic Security & Financial Resilience

CBN Governor Olayemi Cardoso continues to

project  confidence,  stating  the  financial

system  is  becoming  more  stable due  to

deliberate  reforms.  The  IMF  is  currently

conducting  its  Article  IV  consultation to

assess  the  health  of  the  Nigerian  economy.

Despite claims that debt-to-GDP has dropped

to 68% from a inherited 96%, critics point to

the "parallel universe" of the street economy,

where inflation continues to erode purchasing

power and forced shifts from private to public

schooling  are  becoming  common  parents

taking children out of private schools.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The

defection of nine senators to the ADC signifies

a major realignment. Some analysts view the

ADC as a "beautiful bride" vehicle to actualize

ambition for those disgruntled with the PDP

and  APC.  There  are  allegations  that  the

presidency  is  using  the  EFCC  and  ICPC to

hunt political opponents, specifically following

the detention of figures who joined the ADC.

Meanwhile,  the  Ondo  governor's  term  limit

ruling has  created  a  legal  firestorm,  as  the

court  applies  the  2018  constitutional

amendment prohibiting more than two oaths

of office completing Akeredolu's term counts.

National Security & Terrorism The security

architecture  remains  porous.  The  new  IGP

faces  a  deep-seated  distrust  of  the  police,

while  the  military  is  struggling  with  an

insurgency  that  operates  with  sophisticated

media  capabilities.  Calls  for  the  Nigerian

Army to have its own aviation base and attack

helicopters reflect a lack of synergy between

the  Army  and  Air  Force  during  active

engagements stop shaming us globally.

Technology  Policy  &  AI The  launch  of

Sentinel  Mesh,  an  AI  operating  system,

highlights  a  growing  tech-forward  approach

to  governance  and  business,  focusing  on

orchestrating  and  automating  AI  activities

with security-first DNA. However,  the use of

deepfake  AI  scams targeting  high-profile

business  leaders  like  the  founder  of

Nairametrics  likeness  telling  people  to  join

investment  groups shows  the  predatory

potential  of  the  technology  in  a  poorly

regulated environment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently the center

of  both  legal  warfare  and  structural  reform

debates.  Key  legislative  priorities  include

Special  Seats  for  Women to  improve

representation from the current abysmal 4.5%

in  the  National  Assembly,  and  the

implementation  of  harmonized  government

emails to  track  corruption  must  transact

everything through official email.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Special  Seats  Bill  for  Women: A

proposed law to create reserved seats for

women to counter structural barriers that

keep 15 states without a single woman in

their  legislatures  half  of  Nigeria's

population is effectively shut out.

Bitumen  Development  Bill: Passed  to

create an alternative to petrol and exploit

the $87 billion worth of  bitumen in Ondo

State first time since 1960.
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Police  Reform  (Ongoing): Discussions

continue  regarding  the  constitutional

amendment  for  State  Police,  though  the

executive's  commitment  is  questioned

Tinubu does not want state police.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

IMF  Article  IV  Consultation:

Engagement  between  the  Senate  and  the

IMF mission to  assess  President  Tinubu's

"million-dollar  initiatives"  and  structural

reform  agenda  discuss  the  country's

economic outlook.

Lagos  Climate  Briefing: Commissioner

Tokunbo  Wahab's  emergency  press

conference warning  of  impending  flash

floods and the "above normal" rainfall cycle

seasonal climate predictions.

AON  Press  Briefing: United  Nigeria

Airlines  Chairman  Obiora  Okonkwo

defending the aviation sector against price-

fixing  allegations  by  the  FCCPC  not  a

business you create sentiment in.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Cost  of  Global  Entanglement The

transcripts reveal a nation deeply vulnerable

to "geocentric" shocks. Despite having its own

refinery online, Nigeria remains tied to global

crude prices that are surging due to the war

in the Middle East.  The "geocentric  system"

means that even without being at war, Nigeria

suffers  the  energy  function  of  the  Iran

conflict. This is creating a "disastrous landing"

for  reform policies  that  were  predicated  on

more moderate global energy prices metric of

the Nigerian economy triggered.

The  Collapse  of  Traditional  Opposition

The mass movement toward the ADC suggests

that both the PDP and Labor Party are failing

to provide a credible alternative to the APC.

The disregard for party principles and internal

"greed"  has  led  to  a  situation  where

politicians are seeking new vehicles merely a

platform  to  actualize  ambition.  This

realignment is  likely  a  precursor to a  major

coalition effort intended to defeat the "Emilo

Kan" foundation in 2027.

Regulatory  Tyranny  vs.  Consumer

Protection A  burgeoning  theme  is  the

conflict  between  regulators  and  private

operators. The ban on sachet alcohol and the

FCCPC's pursuit of airlines are described by

industry  players  as  "regulatory  tyranny"

smacks of regulatory tyranny. However, the 9-

year-old average age of first drink and blatant

festive  season  price  fixing suggest  that

without  aggressive  enforcement,  private

interests  are  overriding  public  health  and

economic  welfare  evidence  that  domestic

airlines manipulated prices.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased

localized flooding in Lagos as the rainy season

begins, potentially disrupting logistics in the

commercial capital. Domestic fuel prices may

hit  1,200  Naira  per  liter if  Brent  crude

remains above $100. Social tensions are likely

to  rise,  particularly  in  urban  centers  where

women  are  already  using  private  cars  as

commercial taxis to survive.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Petroleum

Reform Task Force is expected to release its

first  "blueprints,"  which  may include radical

divestment  or  restructuring  of  the  NNPC.

Political  pressure  will  mount  on  Governor

Aiyedatiwa to accept his ineligibility or face a

protracted  legal  battle  that  could  paralyze
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Ondo  State's  governance  ahead  of  the  next

election cycle.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The emergence of

the  ADC as  a  viable  third  force  could

permanently end the two-party dominance of

the  APC  and  PDP,  leading  to  a  more

fragmented  but  potentially  more

representative  parliamentary  system.

Structural  reliance  on  renewables  and

bitumen may finally begin to decouple Nigeria

from the volatility of the "geocentric" energy

market protecting against economic shocks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  US  and  Israel  must  account  for

collateral economic damage in West Africa

as  the  war  with  Iran  drives  fuel  prices

toward social breaking points unwillingness

to make move that is deregulated.

The  IMF's  Article  IV  consultation should

prioritize  social  safety  net  funding  over

rigid austerity, given the dwindling hope of

the  Nigerian  middle  class  hope  is

dwindling.

Diplomatic engagement should focus on the

African  Missions  Global initiatives  for

primary  education  to  prevent  long-term

radicalization  in  regions  devastated  by

Boko Haram.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Diversification: The  adoption  of

EVs  and  CNG in  Nigeria  is  no  longer  a

luxury  but  a  necessity  for  business

continuity cheaper to maintain on the long

run.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors in the

maritime  and  extractives  sectors  must

brace  for  forensic  audits  and  boundary

disputes in  the  Cross  River  corridor

following  the  petition  to  review the  2002

ICJ judgment.

Security Risk: The failure of  intelligence

in  the  Northeast  suggests  that  private

security  for  remote  critical  infrastructure

remains a mandatory expense for all large

mineral finance ventures criminal elements

that invade military bases.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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