TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

MARCH 13,

T H E

G D E L T

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK
& MIDDLE EAST CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE:
US-IRAN WAR & OIL SHOCK

” $200/barrel
Projections

",'ilapid escalation of US-Iran conflict.

Strait of Hormuz partially blocked.
16 vessels attacked.
International shipping in disarray;
charter prices tenfold.

Global nations adopt
emergency measures. ‘
New Zealand: “car-free days".
Philippines: four-day work weeks. |
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TAIWAN'S DUAL CRISES

TAIWAN'S ENERGY &
TRADE SECURITY CRISIS

SAFETY RESERVE

EXTREME ENERGY INSECURITY.
LNG dependency is a strategic failure.

US TRADE
HOSTILITY
(SECTION 301)

US Section 301 investigation into
Taiwan's electronics & semiconductors.
Despite massive US investments.

Public sentiment shifts:
Domestic criticism of
"Nuclear-Free Home" policies.
Calls for nuclear power resumption
(like South Korea).
Analysts suggest usando chips
as leverage.

US SECURITY
COMMITMENTS
=

TRANSACTIONAL
ALLIANCE

Deep skepticis
US reliabi nx
Rumors of insider trading & arms
diversion add to distrust.

aipei over

2026
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DOMESTIC FALLOUT &
GOVERNANCE ISSUES

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY &
GOVERNANCE SCANDALS
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INSTITUTIONAL & JUDICIAL
INTEGRITY SCANDALS
“Ugly Notebooks" corruption retrial
sparks outrage.
High-level police corruption
(Huang Jian-rong).

Friction between Executive &
Legislative branches.
Debate over Mainland-born
reps & energy policy.

Al Ethics & Digital Sovereignty:
NCCU academic fraud using Al.
Al-generated financial scams
on social media create public

trust deficit.

DEMOGRAPHIC CRISIS:
593 billion TWD budget fails
to improve birth rates.
Military labor controversy.

TRENDS, FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS
DEEP DIVE: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

INSTITUTIONAL'
TRUST
DEFICIT

TRENDS:
Collision of idealistic policies with
geopolitical reality. US-Taiwan

relationship viewed as transactional.

Widespread institutional decay.

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):

Price hikes, energy rationing risks,
social unrest.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):

Painful trade negotiations, pivot
to nuclear energy.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

Structural changes to alliance,
diversify arms, demographic impact.

RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY:

* Multilateral energy pact.
Address “lawfare’.

+ Formalize digital verification.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR:
Diversify supply chains away
from Middle East/Taiwan LNG.
Monitor Section 301.

Invest in “Safe Harbor"

energy (SMRs).
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TAIWAN FACES CRITICAL ENERGY
VULNERABILITIES AND US TRADE
PRESSURES AMID ESCALATING
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global landscape on March 13, 2026, is
dominated by the rapid escalation of the US-
Iran conflict, which has triggered a massive
global energy crisis. With the Strait of
Hormuz partially blocked and at least 16
commercial vessels attacked, global oil prices
are hovering near $100 per barrel with
projections reaching as high as $200. This
external shock has exposed Taiwan’s extreme
energy insecurity, particularly its 50%
reliance on imported Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) and a dangerously low safety reserve of
only 11 days. Domestic critics are increasingly
vocal, blaming the previous administration’s
"nuclear-free" policies for leaving the island

defenseless against a sustained energy
blockade.
Simultaneously, Taiwan is navigating a

turbulent relationship with the United States
under the Trump administration. Despite
existing trade frameworks like the 21st
Century Trade Initiative, the US has initiated

a Section 301 investigation targeting Taiwan’s
electronics and semiconductor sectors. This
move, coupled with rumors of insider trading
involving the US First Family and the
deployment of advanced weaponry to Middle
Eastern theaters, has sparked deep
skepticism in Taipei regarding the reliability
of US security and economic commitments.
Domestically, these pressures are exacerbated
by a series of governance scandals, ranging
from high-level police corruption to a
polarizing debate over the legislative
eligibility of Mainland-born representatives.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Iran War and Global Energy
Shock

* The conflict has expanded to include drone
strikes on Dubai’s financial district and the
destruction of a US KC-135 tanker in Iraq,
claimed by pro-Iranian militias.

e Iran has issued conditional peace terms
while warning that all US bases in the
Middle East must close or face imminent
attack.

International shipping is in disarray, with
charter prices for private evacuations from
the Gulf region rin Tenfold as
wealthy residents flee.

* Nations are adopting emergency measures;
New Zealand is considering "car-free days,"
and the Philippines has mandated four-day
work weeks for government offices to
conserve fuel.
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Taiwan’s Energy Security Crisis * Former Criminal Investigation Bureau (CIB)
Deputy Director Huang Jian-rong is under

* Experts warn that if the Middle FEast indictment for extorting a debtor while
could face a total exhaustion of gas death" via fabricated evidence.
supplies, leading to catastrophic power

* A National Chengchi University (NCCU)

outages.
Htag PhD student has been exposed for using Al
* The 50% LNG power generation target is fabri mi ibliographies,
now viewed as a critical strategic failure, highlighting the growing risks of generative
with current storage levels insufficient to Al in intellectual and professional spheres.
survive a blockade.

* Public sentiment is shifting toward a KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
resumption of nuclear power, with 60% of

South ~ Koreans  supporting  nuclear Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure
expansion, a trend reflected in Taiwanese
domestic criticism of "Nuclear-Free Home" * Taiwan’s energy mix is under fire for being
ideologies. "idealistic" rather than ‘'realistic." The
dependency on imported LNG is identified
US Trade Hostility (Section 301) as the single greatest threat to national

continuity during a maritime conflict.
e The US has launched a Section 301

investigation into Taiwan's semiconductor * Comparisons with Japan and South Korea

n lectroni mponents,  despite show Taiwan has the highest vulnerability
Taiwan’s massive investments in US-based to supply chain disruptions due to its lack
production facilities. of diversified domestic energy sources.

* Analysts suggest Taiwan should consider Economic Security & Trade Sovereignty
using its advanced chip manufacturing as
leverage in negotiations or increasing * The Section 301 investigation is viewed by
export tariffs to counter US trade pressure. some as a "betrayal" of the Taiwan-US

Trade Initiative (ART), with critics arguing
that US administrative agreements are
easily overridden by domestic legal
maneuvers.

* Rumors of ntial insi
members of the Trump family regarding oil
stocks and drone companies have added a
layer of distrust to bilateral relations.
» Taiwanese industries, particularly tool
Institutional and Judicial Integrity machinery and precision engineering, are
Scandals reporting significant losses due to tariff
volatility and chaotic US trade policies.

e The "Ugly Notebooks" -corruption case
involving businessman Weng Mao-chung
has seen a shock retrial result, where an
eight-year sentence was reduced to four
months, sparking public outrage over
judicial leniency for elites.
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Domestic Stability & Rule of Law

* The controversy over Legislator Li
Zhenxiu'’s eligibility centers on a "lawfare"
battle between the Nationality .aw and the
Cross-Strait Relations Act. The ruling
party's push to disqualify her is seen by
critics as a move toward a "Two-State
Theory" that undermines the constitutional
framework.

* Systemic corruption in the police force is

highlighted by the Huang Jian-rong
extortion case, suggesting a need for
deeper oversight of high-ranking law
enforcement officials.

Al Ethics & Digital Sovereignty

* The NCCU  academic fraud case
demonstrates that AI "hallucinations" can
be weaponized to create false authority,
necessitating new verification standards in
academia and government reporting.

* The proliferation of Al-generated financial

scams on social media platforms like Meta
has led to public calls for the government
to shut down these platforms if they fail to
manage fraudulent advertisements
effectively.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has centered on the "Two-
State" controversy and the emergency
response to US trade actions. There is
significant friction between the Executive and
Legislative branches regarding the disclosure
of trade negotiation details and the legal
status of Mainland-born citizens holding
public office. Additionally, the Ministry of
Health and Welfare is facing scrutiny over the
failure of the 593 billion TWD demographic
crisis budget, as birth rates continue to
plummet despite massive spending.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Cross-Strait Peoples Relations Act vs.
Nationality Law: Debate over which law
takes precedence in determining the
eligibility of Mainland-born legislators and
their requirement to 'renounce" a
citizenship not recognized by the ROC.

* Section 301 Response Measures:
Proposals for ‘"leverage-based" trade
policies, including export controls on

advanced chips to the US in response to

punitive tariffs.

* Emergency Energy Reserve Act

(Proposed): Discussion on mandating
higher LNG and coal storage and
reconsidering the nuclear decommission
timeline.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Demographic Crisis Briefing: The
Ministry of Health and Welfare admitted
that birth r despite
nearly 600 billion TWD in spending, with
"Low Birth Rate 2.0" plans stalled due to
budget constraints.

haven't improv

* Military Labor Controversy: Public
outcry over the use of the 203rd Brigade to
perform manual labor for mple f
walking 50km a day for four days for a
2,000 TWD daily fee.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Policy Ideology

Taiwan is witnessing a collision between
ideological goals and geopolitical reality. The
"Nuclear-Free Home" policy, a cornerstone of
the current political establishment, is being
dismantled by the real-world threat of an



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260313_130000

ner lockade. The irony of being a global
technology hub that cannot guarantee its own
power supply for more than 11 days is a
recurring theme. This "policy insolvency"
extends to demographics, where massive
financial outlays have failed to stem

lation line, suggesting that the
government’s levers of social engineering are
broken.

Transactional Alliances and "America
First"

The Section 301 investigation against
Taiwan’s most vital industry (semiconductors)
while Taiwan is under constant security
pressure indicates a shift toward a purely
transactional US-Taiwan relationship. The
skepticism toward US "security guarantees" is
at a high, with over 54% of the population
doubting US commitments. The perception is
that Taiwan is being treated as a "wallet" (or
"plate") to be exploited, rather than a
strategic partner, particularly as the US
diverts munitions and resources to the Middle
East.

The Institutional Trust Deficit

From the judiciary’s lenient treatment of
Weng Mao-chung to the police’s extortion of
citizens and the academic’s use of Al fraud,
there is a pervasive trend of institutional
decay. The reduction of an 8-year sentence to
4 months for a well-connected businessman
reinforces the public perception that the "Rule
of Law" is a "Rule of Elites." This cynicism is
fertile ground for the unrest and "lawfare"
currently paralyzing the Legislative Yuan.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant
increases in utility prices and transportation
costs as the energy crisis trickles down. The

government may face emergency energy
rationing if a single LNG shipment is delayed.

Social unrest may spike as the public reacts to
the Weng Mao-chung sentencing and the
Huang Jian-rong police scandal.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Taiwan will
likely be forced into a "painful" trade
negotiation with the US, potentially resulting
in voluntary export restraints or increased
chip prices to offset Section 301 tariffs. A
major legislative pivot back toward nuclear
energy is probable as the "Nuclear-Free"
mandate becomes politically untenable.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to Taiwan’s alliance strategy may occur as
"strategic autonomy" becomes a buzzword.
Taiwan may seek to diversify its arms
procurement and trade dependencies to
reduce the leverage of a highly unpredictable
US administration. The demographic collapse
will begin to impact military recruitment and
labor markets severely, forcing a total
overhaul of the social welfare system.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Prioritize the creation of a multilateral
energy security pact in East Asia to manage
LNG Iy chain di ons.

* Address the "lawfare" surrounding cross-
strait identity to prevent a constitutional
crisis that could trigger a premature
conflict with Beijing.

* Formalize digital verification standards to

counter Al-driven misinformation and fraud
that threaten democratic stability.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify production
away from regions dependent on Middle
Eastern oil and Taiwanese L.LNG-dependent
power grids.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor Section
301 developments closely; semiconductor
firms should prepare for US tariff-driven
price hikes or export restrictions.

* Investment Opportunity: Significant
growth potential exists in "Safe Harbor"
energy technologies, including Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs) and localized
energy storage solutions as Taiwan pivots
away from LNG.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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