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GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY AND
FRAGMENTATION OF EUROPEAN
SECURITY ALLIANCES AMIDST THE
US-IRAN CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, was defined by the profound
ripple effects of the escalating conflict
between the United States, Israel, and Iran,
which has triggered a global energy crisis and
shifted the geopolitical calculus for Russia
and its European neighbors. Despite President
Donald Trump’s public assertions of a quick
victory over the Iranian regime, the blockage
of the Strait of Hormuz has driven crude oil
prices toward record highs, forcing the U.S.
administration into a controversial 30-day
suspension of sanctions on Russian oil
currently in transit. This move, intended to
stabilize global markets, provides Moscow
with a massive financial windfall, estimated at

150 million dollars per day, directly fueling its

ongoing war effort against Ukraine.

In Europe, the security architecture is fraying
under the strain of domestic populism and
divergent energy interests. Poland is currently
engulfed in a constitutional crisis after
President Karol Nawrocki vetoed the SAFE

program, a 44-billion-euro European defense
loan intended to modernize the military.
Simultaneously, the diplomatic rift between
Kyiv and Budapest deepened as an unofficial
Hungarian delegation attempted to inspect
the Druzhba pipeline on Ukrainian soil
without state authorization. These fractures
appear to be exacerbated by the upcoming
Hungarian elections, with Prime Minister
Viktor Orbdn leveraging anti-Ukrainian
sentiment to close a polling gap against the
opposition Tysa party.

Ukraine is attempting to navigate these
external shocks through a combination of
aggressive strikes on Russian infrastructure—
notably the Tikhoretsk oil depot—and risky
domestic social spending. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s announcement of a
1,500 UAH social payout to 13 million
vulnerable citizens, alongside a fuel
"cashback" program, has drawn sharp
criticism  from experts and
opposition deputies. Critics argue that these
measures are unfunded populism that could
destabilize an already precarious war budget,
particularly as the Ukrainian parliament faces

economic

a deepening "monomajority" Crisis
characterized by legislative sabotage and

corruption allegations.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Middle East Energy Shock and
Russian Sanction Relief

[e]

]

The U.S. Treasury issued a 30-day
license allowing the purchase of Russian
oil and petroleum products currently in
maritime transit to prevent a global
energy collapse.

Crude oil prices fluctuated near 100
dollars per barrel after previously
exceeding that mark, with analysts
warning of potential climbs to $150 or
$200 if the Iran conflict persists.

President Trump claimed "victory" in
Iran during a campaign rally, yet Iranian
forces continued mass drone attacks on
Gulf oil facilities and international
shipping.

* Poland’s Defense Financing Stalemate

]

o

President Karol Nawrocki's veto of the
SAFE program prevents Poland from
accessing 44 billion euros in low-interest
loans for military rearmament.

PM Donald Tusk condemned the veto as
a blow to national security, while the
President’s office argued the debt would
"burden future generations."

The Polish government is moving toward
a "Plan B" involving a special resolution
to secure defense funding without
presidential approval, though this may
trigger a Constitutional Court challenge.

* Escalating
Diplomatic Tensions
o A Hungarian delegation led by the

* Controversial
Ukraine
o The Zelenskyy administration announced

Ukraine-Hungary

Deputy Energy Minister entered Ukraine
without official status to inspect the
Druzhba pipeline, a move Kyiv labeled a
"political provocation."

EU officials denied having any
information on the visit, proposing
instead an independent EU mission to
inspect the pipeline's status.

The controversy follows Hungary’s

izur f Ukrainian armor h-
transit vehicles, with Budapest now
claiming a willingness to return the
assets if they are proven "clean."

* Ukrainian Strike on Russian Logistics
o SBU  "Alpha"

drones  successfully
targeted the Tikhoretsk oil pumping
station in Krasnodar Krai, a key hub for
supplying Russian occupation forces in
Ukraine.

o Military analysts note that while tactical,

the strike disrupts the fuel logistics of
the Southern Group of Forces.

Social Spending in

a 1,500 UAH one-time payment for

pensioners and social aid recipients to
mitigate rising fuel and utility costs.

o Economic analysts like Serhiy Fursa

characterized the fuel cashback and
social payouts as pure populism that
encourages the consumption of imported
fuel during a currency crisis.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics

* The conflict in the Middle East has
inadvertently strengthened Russia’s
economic resilience by raising the value of
its energy exports.

* Ukraine 1is capitalizing on its drone
expertise, sending three expert groups to
Middle Eastern partners (Qatar, UAE, Saudi
Arabia) to assist in countering Iranian-
made drones.

* The "Druzhba" pipeline repair remains a
political bargaining chip, with Hungary and
Slovakia threatening to cut off emergency
electricity to Ukraine unless transit is
restored.

Corruption & Governance

* The Ukrainian parliament is suffering from
a crisis of legitimacy as the "monomajority"
core has reportedly shrunk to 120 deputies
due to NABU investigations into "envelope"
payments.

* Concerns were raised regarding "Syrskyi's
Regiments," where allegations of forced
transfers, human rights abuses, and lack of
transparency are creating friction within
the military command structure.

Economic Security & Financial Resilience

* The Ukrainian Hryvnia hit record lows
against the dollar (reaching 44.16), driven
by the global "flight to safety" during the
Iran war and the need for expensive fuel
imports.

* Ukraine's budget remains highly dependent
on a stalled 90-billion-euro EU loan,
currently blocked by Hungary and Slovakia.

Security Architecture & Defense Industry

e Ukraine is developing a "Ukrainian Iron
Dome" project, designed to be more cost-
effective and expansive than the Israeli
version to cover Ukraine’s vast territory.

e French President Macron reaffirmed
strategic partnership with Ukraine,

focusing on joint drone production and
defense cooperation to bypass U.S. political
volatility.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in both Ukraine and
Poland is currently hampered by intense
partisan friction and executive-legislative
deadlock. In Ukraine, the government is
struggling to pass IMF-mandated reforms
while  simultaneously  proposing major
unbudgeted social spending. In Poland, the
primary legislative focus—defense
rearmament—has been  halted by a
presidential veto.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Digital Accessibility Bill (Ukraine): A
new draft law to regulate digital
accessibility for citizens with disabilities,
aiming to bring Ukrainian state websites
up to EU standards.

o SAFE Defense Program (Poland): The
legislation intended to  authorize
participation in the EU defense loan
scheme, which was subsequently vetoed
by President Nawrocki.

o Taxation of Digital Platform Income
(Ukraine): A failed bill targeting
revenues from platforms like OLX, the
rejection of which has left the
government in "despair" over budget
shortfalls.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Hour of Questions to the
Government (Ukraine): PM Shmyhal
and Energy Minister Halushchenko
addressed energy stabilization, the fuel
crisis, and the 1,500 UAH social payout
program.

]

Zelenskyy-Macron Joint Briefing:
Presidents Zelenskyy and Macron
condemned U.S. sanction relief for
Russian oil and discussed the
acceleration of the 90-billion-euro EU
credit line.

o Emergency Polish Cabinet Meeting:
PM Tusk and ministers met to discuss a

bypass strategy for the SAFE program

following the presidential veto.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Energy Logistics

The "Druzhba" pipeline has transitioned from
a piece of infrastructure into a central theater
of political warfare. The Russian strikes on the
pipeline effectively gave Orban and Fico a
pretext to attack Kyiv, accusing Ukraine of
failing to maintain transit. Conversely,
Ukraine’s refusal to allow unauthorized
Hungarian inspections suggests a hardening
stance against Budapest’s "double-game" of
supporting Russia while demanding EU
protections. The broader trend indicates that
as long as the Middle East conflict restricts oil
flow, existing pipelines through Ukraine will

remain high-value targets for Russian kinetic

strikes and Hungarian diplomatic blackmail.

The Fragmentation of the "Western

Front"

A dangerous decoupling is occurring between
U.S. and European interests. The Trump

administration’s willingness to ease pressure
on Russian oil to lower domestic gas prices is
seen in Kyiv and Paris as a betrayal of the
common security goal. This has spurred a
movement toward "European Autonomy," with
French and Polish leaders (the latter despite
internal friction) arguing that Europe must
produce its own weapons and secure its own
funding. The Polish presidential veto of SAFE,
however, shows that "MAGA-style"
isolationism has successfully taken root within
European borders, creating internal "fifth
columns" that can paralyze regional
rearmament.

The Rise of the "Drone Economy"

Drones have evolved from tactical tools to
geopolitical currency. Ukraine’s ability to
export drone interception expertise to the
Persian Gulf provides it with leverage
independent of the U.S. political cycle. The
shift toward a "technological phase" of war, as
described by General Syrskyi, is now being
mirrored by Poland, which is deploying anti-
drone shields on the Belarusian border. This
trend suggests that Ukraine’s primary "card"
in future negotiations will not be territory, but
its status as the world’s leading hub for
counter-drone warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect surging inflation in Ukraine as the
record-low Hryvnia and higher fuel costs

hit consumer prices, potentially erasing the
impact of the 1,500 UAH social payout.

* A major legal battle in Poland over the

"Plan B" for defense spending, likely
escalating tensions between Tusk and
Nawrocki ahead of the Constitutional
Court's involvement.
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e Increased Russian " " activity * Western intelligence services must intensify
as Moscow attempts to move as much oil as monitoring of Chinese and Iranian
possible during the 30-day U.S. license economic integration in occupied Ukrainian
window. territories, which constitutes a long-term

"legalization" of the occupation through
Medium Term (1-6 Months): investment.

 The Hungarian elections on April 12 will be * The EU must expedite the synchronization
a watershed moment; an Orban victory f fen industries to create a
would solidify the Russia-Hungary-Slovakia standardized "Military Schengen” that can
bloc, while a Tysa victory would likely lead move equipment across the continent
to an immediate return of seized assets to without national vetoes hindering security.
Ukraine and a reset of Druzhba transit .

) For Private Sector/Investors:
relations.

* Potential for a ._groun ration in * Supply Chain Risk: Ongoing drone strikes
Iran if the air campaign fails to collapse the on energy infrastructure in the Black Sea
regime, which would further divert military and the Persian Gulf make maritime
aid and attention away from Ukraine. insurance and logistics costs highly

unpredictable for the foreseeable future.
Long Term (1-5 Years):

Regulatory Compliance: Companies must

« The acceleration of EV_adoption in China be vigilant during the 30-day U.S. sanctions
and Europe, combined with the current waiver to avoid long-term entanglements
war-induced volatility, will likely lead to a with Russian entities that will likely be re-
permanent structural decline in global oil sanctioned once the license expires.
demand, potentially bankrupting oil- * Investment Opportunity: Significant
dependent economies currently benefiting capital is moving into decentralized energy
from the crisis. generation (solar, wind, and modular gas

« Ukraine's integration into the EU will be turbines) in Ukraine and Eastern Europe as
dominated by “clashes of interests" over a defense against centralized grid failure.
agriculture and energy transit,

necessitating a more robust mechanism for ABOUT THIS REPORT
internal EU dispute resolution.

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
RECOMMENDATIONS & experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
IMPLICATION
c ONS around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

 European nations should rapidly formalize trends, themes and patterns of our global
the "Nordic-Baltic" loan plans to ensure world.
Ukraine remains funded regardless of the
political deadlock in the U.S. or individual
EU member states.

For International Policy:

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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