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VENEZUELA LEVERAGES ENERGY
STATECRAFT AND REGIONAL
INTEGRATION AMIDST MIDDLE
EASTERN CONFLICT AND
DOMESTIC LABOR PRESSURES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 13, 2026, the Venezuelan
administration, led by Acting President Delsy
Rodriguez, intensified its strategy of regional
re-integration and energy diplomacy to
stabilize a nation still reeling from the "events
of January" and ongoing international
sanctions. High-level bilateral meetings
between Venezuelan and Colombian
delegations in Caracas resulted in the
establishment of four technical tables
covering security, trade, energy, and
migration. A milestone was reached with the
first export of Liquefied Petroleum LP
from Venezuela to Colombia via the Simoén
Bolivar bridge, signaling a concrete step
toward the administration's goal of becoming
a regional gas hub. This follows the signing of
a major agreement for the Cardén 4 gas
project with European energy giants Repsol
and ENI, aimed at boosting domestic supply
and future exports.

The domestic landscape remains precarious,
characterized by a "Program for Peace and
Democratic Coexistence" intended to heal
social rifts through broad amnesties and
dialogue with the middle class. While the
government reports the release of 7,727
individuals under the Law of Amnesty, labor
sectors continue to mobilize, demanding a
"dignified salary" between $450 and $680 to
counter high living costs. Economists warn
that while Venezuela’s o0il production has
climbed to 887,000 barrels per day, the global
spike in oil prices—exacerbated by the
escalating conflict between the U.S./Israel and
Iran—creates an ‘"illusion of wealth" that
could trigger further inflation if not managed
with fiscal restraint.

Globally, the threat of a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has pushed Brent crude above $100
per barrel, highlighting Venezuela's growing
importance as the fourth-largest oil supplier
to the United States. The administration is
leveraging this geopolitical volatility to
demand the definitive removal of all coercive
measures, arguing that sanctions against
Venezuela hinder regional energy security.
Meanwhile, internal technological
advancements in health and finance, such as
Al-driven telemedicine and a 250% growth in
digital financing, suggest a pivot toward a
more resilient, digitized domestic economy
intended to bypass traditional financial
hurdles.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Venezuela-Colombia Strategic
Rapprochement: Despite the
postponement of a presidential summit due
to "force majeure," high-level delegations
met to finalize four technical cooperation
tables. The most significant outcome was
the restart of gas exports to Colombia, with
plans to reactivate the Antonio Ricaurte gas
pipeline for natural gas transit in the
coming months. Bilateral trade in 2025
reached $1.17 billion, a 4.1% increase from
the previous year.

Cardon 4 Energy Agreement: Acting
President Rodriguez signed a major
agreement with Repsol (Spain) and ENI
(Italy) for the Cardén 4 gas project,
intended to secure domestic supply and
expand Venezuela's capacity for
international gas exports.

Global Oil Market Volatility: The

escalating Middle Eastern conflict has
driven oil prices to over $100 per barrel.
Threats by Iran to close the Strait of
Hormuz have caused a 40% increase in
prices since the conflict began, positioning
Venezuela as a critical alternative supplier
for the U.S. and Europe.

Domestic Labor Unrest and Wage
Demands: Unions and university workers
marched in Caracas and other regions,
demanding a salary hike to $450-$680 to
cover the basic food basket. Government-
aligned experts suggest only a modest $100
increase is economically viable without
triggering hyperinflation.

e National

Amnesty and Social
Reconciliation: The government reported
that 7,727 full liberties have been granted
through the Law of Amnesty. This is part of
a broader "Program for Peace" aimed at re-
incorporating the middle class and student
movements into the state's vision of
stability.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Financial Resilience

* Venezuela has emerged as the fourth

largest supplier of oil to the U.S. market,
providing approximately 150,900 barrels

per day in early March.

e Production is currently 887,000 barrels per

day, with optimistic official projections
targeting 1.5 million bpd by the end of
2026 through the new Hydrocarbons Law
reforms.

* Digital financing and the stock market are

seeing increased female participation, with
women now representing 35% of investors
in the Caracas Stock Exchange.

Diplomatic Engagement & Geopolitical
Power Dynamics

* The administration is actively

"nationalizing" its politics, seeking to
reduce foreign interference while engaging
in pragmatic dialogues with the U.S,,
Germany, Spain, and Poland.

* Bilateral security = coordination  with

Colombia is focused on intelligence sharing
to combat narcotraffickin

armed groups along the 2,200 km shared
border.
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Succession & Stability

* The transcripts frequently refer to Delsy
Rodriguez as the Presidenta Encargada
(Acting President), indicating a
consolidated transition of executive duties
from Nicolds Maduro.

* The "Program for Peace and Democratic
Coexistence" is a central pillar of the
current administration, aiming to mitigate

the trauma of the January 3rd events (likely

a coup attempt or severe civil unrest).
Technology Policy & Biosurveillance

* Telemedicine innovations include Al-driven
facial recognition to monitor vital signs
(heart rate, oxygen, blood pressure) via
mobile apps.

* Health authorities are monitoring Yellow
Fever outbreaks in 14 states, urging
vaccination at least 10 days before travel,
especially ahead of the Holy Week holidays.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative cycle is focused on
creating a legal
"normalization" and opening,
characterized by amnesties and regulatory
shifts in extractive industries and labor.

framework for
economic

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Law of Amnesty: Central to the post-
January stabilization, this law has
facilitated the release of over 7,700
individuals previously detained or facing
cautelary measures.

* Reform of the Hydrocarbons Law:
Enables greater private sector participation
and lowers royalties to 15-20% in specific
cases to attract foreign investment (Repsol,
ENI, Chevron).

* Law of Mines Reform: Consultations are
underway in Bolivar State to regularize
artisanal and industrial mining, bringing all
mineral alliances into a legal framework.

* Law of Rights Socio-Economic:
Upcoming legislation aimed at simplifying
administrative procedures and stabilizing

consumer prices.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Venezuela-Colombia Bilateral Meeting:
Delsy Rodriguez and Colombian ministers

discussed coordinated border intelligence

and energy interconnections.

* Media Dialogue Table: Minister Ernesto
Villegas met with the National College of
Journalists (CNP) and the Press Workers

Union (SNTP) to promote a
"communication for peace" and discuss the

return of chavismo to union elections.

* Labor Protests: Unions held a "Grand
March" in Caracas, delivering demands for

wage adjustments and sueldos dignos to
the National Assembly.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition to "Normalcy"

A dominant theme is the "normalization" of
Venezuelan society following a period of
extreme conflict in early 2026. This includes
the government reaching out to the middle
class—a traditionally hostile demographic—
and utilizing a narrative of fraternity and
coexistence. The state is moving from a
defensive posture to a proactive governance
model, emphasizing "urban transformation"
and "city modernization" under the Plan 7
Transformations.

Gas as the New Geopolitical Lever
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While oil remains the primary revenue source,
the administration is pivoting toward gas
statecraft. The export of GLP and the
agreement with European firms for Cardoén 4
represent a strategic effort to integrate into
the South American energy grid as a supplier
rather than just a crude exporter. This
diversify revenue and creates long-term
dependencies in neighboring Colombia.

The Al and Fintech Pivot

Sanctions have forced Venezuela to innovate
in the digital space. The 250% increase in
digital financing and the deployment of AlI-
based medical triaging (Dr. B chatbot)
suggest that the state is building a shadow
infrastructure to provide services and
financial liquidity independent of traditional
global banking rails.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Continued
mobilization of labor sectors is expected as
the May 1st labor holiday approaches. The
government will likely announce a modest
wage adjustment (likely in the $100 range)
to quell unrest. Yellow Fever cases may rise

following Holy Week travel without proper
vaccination enforcement.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the
Middle East conflict persists and the Strait
of Hormuz remains contested, Venezuela
will see a sustained influx of oil revenue.
This could lead to a relative stabilization of
the exchange rate, but may also tempt the
government to increase unbacked bolivar
spending, threatening late-year inflation.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The successful
integration of the gas trade with Colombia
and the expansion of Repsol/ENI projects
could transform Venezuela into a natural

xporter. This would cement the
current administration's legitimacy through
regional economic interdependency and
structural shifts in South American energy
architecture.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The U.S. and EU should prepare for a "post-
Maduro" governance reality where Delsy
Rodriguez is the primary interlocutor.
Diplomatic engagement should focus on the

"nationalization" of the Venezuelan political

process and supporting the Amnesty/
Reconciliation program.
* Regional actors should support the

lombi rder rdination to
prevent the conflict in the Middle East from
empowering irregular groups (like FARC/
ELN) through increased black-market fuel/
gas values.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Gas and Minerals: Significant
opportunities exist in natural gas (Cardén
4) and strategic minerals (gold, rare earths)
as the legal framework for foreign
participation continues to loosen.

* Fintech/E-commerce: The digital
economy is a high-growth sector. With a
250% increase in digital finance, there is a
demand for secure, local payment
processors and  Al-driven consumer
services.
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* Supply Chain Risk: While Hormuz is
blocked, Venezuela’s ports (El Guamache,
Puerto Cabello) will see increased traffic.
Investors should monitor port

infrastr re proj as critical nodes for

regional trade.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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