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THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

TRANSITIONS TO ITS THIRD

SUPREME LEADER, SEYYED

MOJTABA KHAMENEI, AMIDST A

HIGH-INTENSITY REGIONAL WAR

AND THE CLOSURE OF THE STRAIT

OF HORMUZ.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a transformative and

perilous juncture for the Islamic Republic of

Iran, characterized by the formalization of a

leadership  succession  following  the

martyrdom of  the previous Supreme Leader.

The  state  has  officially  elevated  Ayatollah

Seyyed  Mojtaba  Hosseini  Khamenei as  the

third Leader of the Revolution. This transition

occurs in the crucible of the "Ramadan War,"

a  direct  military  conflict  with  the  United

States  and  Israel.  Public  discourse  is  now

centered  on  "Sacred  Unity,"  as  top  officials,

including President Pezeshkian and Judiciary

Chief  Ejei,  conducted  high-profile,

unprotected  appearances during  nationwide

Quds  Day  rallies  to  project  stability  and

defiance  despite  ongoing  aerial

bombardments of Iranian urban centers.

Militarily, Iran has escalated its "True Promise

4"  operation,  launching  successive  waves  of

missile and drone strikes (Waves 45 through

47) against Israeli  territory and US regional

assets. Iranian state media claims significant

successes  in  bypassing  missile  defense

systems and targeting command centers in Tel

Aviv, Haifa, and US bases in Qatar and Jordan.

Concurrently,  the  Iranian  government

maintains  a  total  blockade  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz, driving global oil prices toward $100

per barrel and triggering a systemic crisis in

the  petrodollar  system.  The  domestic

narrative  is  heavily  fueled  by  the  "Minab

School Massacre," an alleged US/Israeli strike

on  a  girls'  school  that  killed  168  students,

which  the  state  is  utilizing  to  galvanize

unwavering  public  support for  the  new

leadership and the continuation of the war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Leadership  Succession  and  State

Continuity 

The  formal  recognition  of  Ayatollah

Seyyed  Mojtaba  Khamenei as  the

Supreme Leader, succeeding the "Martyred

Leader" (Ayatollah Ali Khamenei), who was

reportedly  killed  in  an  initial  attack  on

February 28. 

President  Pezeshkian  reaffirmed  the

executive branch's total submission to the

new Leader's directives,  emphasizing that

no international or domestic policy will be

pursued without his explicit coordination.
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The martyrdom of several top military and

political  figures,  including  General

Mohammad  Bagheri (former  Chief  of

Staff),  General  Mohammad  Pakpour

(IRGC  Ground  Forces),  and  Admiral  Ali

Shamkhani,  has  led  to  a  sweeping

realignment  of  the  military  command

structure  under  General  Seyyed

Abdolrahim Mousavi.

Military Operations: "True Promise

4" 

Execution  of  Wave  47  of  Operation  True

Promise  4,  involving  "Khyber-Shekan"

(solid-fuel)  and  "Ghadr"  (liquid-fuel)

missiles  targeting  Negev,  Tel  Aviv,  and

Haifa.

Claims of strikes on the Al-Udeid Air Base

in Qatar and US installations in Erbil and

Jordan.

Iranian air defenses report the destruction

of  114 enemy drones,  including advanced

MQ-9 Reaper and Hermes platforms, over

major cities like Tehran and Tabriz.

The  reported  downing  of  a  US  KC-135

Stratotanker over western Iraq, resulting

in the death of all crew members.

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  Blockade

and Economic Warfare 

The Strait  remains closed to international

traffic by  order  of  the  Supreme  Leader,

though Iran has significantly increased its

own oil exports to over 2.1 million barrels

per day via its "shadow fleet."

Strategic shift in the Gulf: Iranian analysts

report that regional states are abandoning

the  petrodollar in  favor  of  energy  deals

with  Russia  to  bypass  US-led  financial

architecture.

Impact on US markets: Reports indicate a

massive  decline  in  US  stock  values and

rising  domestic  fuel  prices  as  the  war  of

attrition continues.

The  Minab  School  Incident  and

Civil Mobilization 

The  alleged  targeting  of  the  Shajareh

Tayyebeh school in Minab has become a

central pillar of state propaganda, with 168

students confirmed martyred.

Quds  Day  rallies  served  as  a  massive

display  of  civil  defiance,  with  citizens

continuing  to  march  even  as  missiles

impacted  near the  demonstrations  in

Tehran.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics: The

transition  to  Seyyed  Mojtaba  Khamenei

appears to be consolidated. State media has

aggressively  synchronized  the  "Martyred

Leader’s"  legacy  with  the  new  Leader's

authority.  The  presence  of  high-ranking

officials  like  Ali  Larijani  and  President

Pezeshkian in the streets without bodyguards

is  a  calculated  move  to  contrast  their

"bravery" with Israeli and US leaders who are

depicted as hiding in bunkers.

Energy  Security  &  Geopolitical  Power

Dynamics: Iran is leveraging its geographic

control over the Strait of Hormuz to execute

"asymmetric economic warfare."  By allowing

its own tankers to pass while blocking others,

Iran  is  increasing  its  market  share even

during  a  hot  war.  Analysts  suggest  that  the

"petrodollar"  is  effectively dead,  with Russia

emerging as the primary alternative partner

for Gulf  states like the UAE and Qatar,  who

are losing faith in US security guarantees.
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National  Security  &  Security

Architecture: Iran's  defense  strategy  has

shifted  to  a  "distributed  command"  model.

The "fire at will" (atash-be-ekhtiyar) protocol

ensures  that  even  if  central  command  is

disrupted,  individual  missile  units will

continue  targeting  pre-assigned  US  and

Israeli  assets.  This  doctrine  is  designed  to

make  "regime  change"  efforts  militarily

irrelevant  by  guaranteeing continued strikes

regardless of leadership survival.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Despite

12-14  days  of  sustained  bombardment,  the

state  reports  "normalcy"  in  urban  centers.

"Neighborhood  checkpoints"  manned  by  the

Basij  have become integrated into daily  life.

The state is successfully framing the conflict

as a "national defense" rather than a sectarian

or  political  struggle,  utilizing  diverse

demographics—including women and Gen Z—

to demonstrate ideological resilience.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Iranian  government  has  shifted  to  an

emergency wartime legislative and regulatory

footing,  prioritizing  economic  resilience  and

military readiness.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

2026-2027 Agricultural Insurance Act:

A landmark  policy  where  the  government

will  pay 100% of the insurance premiums

for wheat farmers to ensure food security

during the war.

Targeted  Subsidy  Table  Adjustment

(1405  Budget): Reallocation  of  national

funds to cover the costs of  industrial  and

agricultural insurance,  moving  toward  a

full war economy.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Khatam  al-Anbiya  Central  Command

Press  Release: Official  denial  of  missile

launches  toward  Turkey,  framing  such

reports  as  US/Zionist  disinformation  to

fracture regional alliances.

Ministry  of  Health  Briefing:

Confirmation  that  all  major  hospitals  and

emergency centers are in full mobilization

mode to  handle  civilian  casualties  from

aerial strikes.

Judiciary  Press  Conference: Chief  Ejei

praised the "Kyber-like" spirit of the people

and dismissed the impact of  bombings on

public morale.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Myth of the "Underground" Leader A

major  psychological  warfare  theme  today  is

the  rejection  of  US  Intelligence  claims  that

Iranian  leaders  have  fled  to  bunkers.  By

broadcasting  President  Pezeshkian  walking

unprotected  in  Tehran during  an  active  air

raid,  the  state  is  attempting  to  shatter  the

"invincibility" of Western intelligence and the

perceived  cowardice  of  US  leaders.  This  is

being paired with reports that Donald Trump

is  personally  profiting  from  high  oil  prices

while US citizens suffer at the pump.

Asymmetric  Replacement  Economics A

recurring strategic theme is the "cost-to-kill"

ratio.  Iranian  analysts  highlight  that  Iran  is

using inexpensive, mass-produced drones and

missiles  to  force  the  US  to  expend  multi-

million  dollar  interceptors  (like  the  THAAD

and Patriot systems). State media reports that

US  and  Israeli  interceptor  stockpiles  are

depleting,  forcing  the  relocation  of  systems

from other global theaters like South Korea to
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the Middle East, thereby weakening US global

posture.

The  New  Regional  Realism There  is  a

notable  shift  in  how  Iran  discusses  its

neighbors.  While  Bahrain  is  condemned  for

arresting citizens who filmed Iranian missile

strikes, there is an opening toward Egypt and

Russia. The conversation with President El-

Sisi and  the  mention  of  Russia  bypassing

the  dollar suggest  Iran  is  successfully

fostering  a  "resistance  bloc"  that  includes

major  non-aligned  or  formerly  Western-

aligned states weary of US military volatility.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

"vengeance  strikes"  for  the  Minab  school

incident.  Iran  will  likely  target  specific  US

command  figures  or  "high-value"  military

assets to match the perceived "war crime" in

Minab.  Domestic  mobilization  will  peak

around  the  funeral  services  for  General

Nasirzadeh and Admiral Shamkhani. Military

operations  will  likely  expand  to  target  US

"shadow targets" in the Gulf to further strain

insurance markets.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Strait of

Hormuz  closure  will  likely  trigger  a  global

recession, which Iran calculates will force the

US to the negotiating table on Iranian terms.

The  new  Supreme  Leader,  Seyyed  Mojtaba

Khamenei, will likely oversee a purge of any

remaining  "moderate"  elements  in  the

bureaucracy  to  ensure  a  unified  hardline

stance as  the  war  enters  a  war-of-attrition

phase.  The  2026  World  Cup  in  the  US  will

likely  become  a  focal  point  for  diplomatic

warfare, following Trump's threats against the

Iranian team.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  current

trajectory holds,  the security  architecture of

the Middle East will be permanently altered.

The "Petrodollar" system may be replaced by

a  multi-currency  energy  market  involving

Russia,  China,  and  Iran.  The  US  military

presence  in  the  Gulf  may  be  reduced  to  a

purely defensive posture or forced out entirely

if  "True  Promise"  operations  continue  to

render regional bases militarily untenable.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  leadership  transition  to  Mojtaba

Khamenei  is  a  "fait  accompli."  Diplomatic

channels  should  prepare  for  a

significantly  more  aggressive and

ideologically rigid Iranian foreign policy.

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is not a

temporary  tactic  but  a  strategic  lever;

partial  lifting will  only  occur  in  exchange

for  significant  sanctions  relief  or  the

withdrawal of US forces.

The "petrodollar" is under systemic threat;

international  financial  institutions  must

model  for  a  non-dollarized  energy

market in the Middle East.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: Maritime  transit

through the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea

is highly volatile; insurance premiums will

likely  remain  at  "war  risk"  levels

indefinitely.

Energy Volatility: Oil  prices are unlikely

to  stabilize  below  $95  so  long  as  the

"Ramadan  War"  continues;  companies

should  pivot  toward  alternative  energy

sources or Russian/Central Asian routes.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260313_113000


US Domestic Risk: The war is impacting

US  stock  markets  and  creating  internal

political  dissent;  investors  should  hedge

against  US  economic  instability  as  the

conflict draws in more resources without a

clear exit strategy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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