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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

CONVERGENCE: US DOMESTIC TERROR,
MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION & UNPRECEDENTED
US-CUBA DIPLOMATIC SHIFTS (MARCH 13, 2026)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: GLOBAL THREAT CONVERGENCE

DOMESTIC ATTACKS (US SOIL): @\
0Id Dominion Univ. Shooting (ISIS Link),
Michigan Synagogue Attack (Lebanon Connection)

OPERATION EPIC FURY (MIDDLE EAST):
KC-135 Crash (6 Fatalities, Conflicting Claims),
Strait of Hormuz Closure Threat,

Meme Warfare Strategy

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:
MIDDLE EAST &
DOMESTIC IMPACT

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT:
“OPERATION EPIC FURY”

GAME-BASED
PROPAGANDA
(WHITE HOUSE)

KC-135 Crash (6 US Dead);
Iran Threatens Strait
Closure; Unorthodox Social
Media Strategy

DOMESTIC TERROR &
ANTISEMITIC VIOLENCE

"~

0DU SHOOTING
(ISIS LINK)

SYNAGOGUE ATTACK
(LEBANON
CONNECTION)
0DU Shooting (ISIS Link);

Michigan Synagogue Attack
(Lebanon Connection)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:
DIPLOMACY & ENERGY

US-CUBA DIPLOMATIC

REENGAGEMENT

Surprise Talks & Prisoner
Releases; FBI
Collaboration on
Boat Incident

ENERGY & ECONOMIC
VOLATILITY

STRYKER CYBERATTACK
(MICHIGAN)

CA Gas Price Surge ($7.00+);
Stryker Cyberattack (Pro-

Iranian); Oil Prices Rise

A

’ ‘\e DIPLOMATIC PARADIGM SHIFT (CARIBBEAN):
*y HIGH-VELOCITY US-Cuba “Initial Phase"” Talks, Prisoner Releases,
@ CONVERGENCE Regional Realignment (Venezuela/Chile)

/@ DIPLOMATIC PARADIGM SHIFT (CARIBBEAN):
US-Cuba “Initial Phase” Talks, Prisoner Releases,
Regional Realignment (Venezuela/Chile)

KEY GOVERNANCE
TOPICS & TRENDS

CYBERSECURITY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

WATER UTILITY

Pro-Iranian Hackers Target
Healthcare; Shift to Cyber-

Physical Disruption

ENERGY SECURITY

STRAIT OF HORMUZ
(CHOKEPOINT)

 E85KITS

(CABILL)

Strait of Hormuz Threat;
CA Debates E85
Conversion Kits

DOMESTIC STABILITY
& RULE OF LAW

AN

PROTEST
Tmmwereem |

$1.8 MILLION '

DUBLIN
(MMISRATION  TEACHERS
STRIKE

Record Immigration Fines;
Dublin Teachers Strike
Provisional Agreement

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS,
FORESIGHT &
RECOMMENDATIONS

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

R &

INFORMATION WARFARE
& “GAMIFICATION"
White House uses memes and
video game references for
propaganda, winning attention
but trivializing war.

& X

WEAPONIZATION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
Crippling financial penalties used
as immigration enforcement tools,
creating economic incapacitation.

@ i1

RADICALIZATION & PROXY
DOMESTIC TERROR
Foreign conflicts trigger immediate

domestic repercussions and “lone
wolf” grievance violence.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
(1YEAR+)

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Heightened Naval Presence
CA Gas Prices >$6.00
US-Cuba Prisoner Releases

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
Military Recruitment Crisis
E85 Kits as National Model
Auto Market Fragmentation

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
US-Cuba Normalization
(Security Realignment)

Legacy of “Lawfare”
(Economic Underclass)

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS
INTERNATIONAL POLICY
I, ° Leverage Cuba Talks
© Harden Gulf Security
LY/ e Anticipate “Third Front”
Cyberwarfare
PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
= __  Diversify Supply Chains
 Monitor Auto & Energy
Legal Battles

« Increase Healthcare
Biosurveillance
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US DOMESTIC TERROR INCIDENTS
AND MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION
CONVERGE WITH UNPRECEDENTED
US-CUBA DIPLOMATIC SHIFTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The national security landscape on March 13,
2026, is characterized by a high-velocity
convergence of domestic terrorism and
escalating overseas conflict. Two nearly
simultaneous attacks on US soil—a shooting
at Old Dominion University in Virginia linked
to ISIS and a vehicular/gun attack on a
Michigan synagogue—underscore a
deteriorating domestic stability environment
directly influenced by the intensifying war
with Iran. The Pentagon's confirmation of the
death of six US military personnel following a
KC-135 tanker crash in Iraq adds a grim
dimension to "Operation Epic Fury," while
conflicting reports from Iranian proxies
claiming a missile strike challenge the official
US narrative of a mechanical accident.

Simultaneously, a paradigm shift in Caribbean
policy has emerged. Cuban leader Miguel
Diaz-Canel confirmed that the island is in

"initial phase" negotiations with the Trump
administration, signaled by the planned

release of 51 political prisoners. This
diplomatic opening occurs against a backdrop
of severe domestic energy shortages in Cuba
and a broader regional realignment, as
evidenced by Venezuelan opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado’s high-profile
appearance at the inauguration of Chilean
President José Antonio Kast. These
geopolitical maneuvers appear intended to
secure the US southern perimeter as
resources are increasingly diverted to the
Persian Gulf.

Domestically, the economic fallout of the Iran
conflict is manifesting in
infrastructure and consumer markets. Oil
prices have surged past $100 per barrel
following threats by Iran’s new Supreme
Leader to close the Strait of Hormuz. In
California, these pressures are exacerbated by
a record-breaking heatwave and deepening
social friction over infrastructure projects and
labor disputes. The
aggressive use of "lawfare" is also evident in a
record $1.8 million fine levied against an
undocumented  resident, signaling an
unprecedented escalation in the financial
penalization of non-citizens.

critical

administration's

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Middle East Conflict: Operation Epic Fury

* The US Pentagon confirmed the death of
six crew members in a KC-135 refueling
aircraft crash in western Iraq; US officials
maintain the crash was not due to hostile
fire, despite claims of a missile strike by
Iraqi resistance groups linked to Iran.

* The newly appointed, yet physically
unseen, Supreme Leader of Iran has
threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz, a
vital chokepoint for 20% of global oil
supplies.
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e The White House has deployed an
unorthodox social media strategy, utilizing

memes and video game references to

promote military successes in Iran, a tactic

e Pro-Iranian hackers have claimed

responsibility for a cyberattack against
Stryker, a major medical equipment firm in
Michigan, signaling a shift toward

that has garnered billions of impressions targeting usS domestic critical
but faced criticism for trivializing war infrastructure via cyberwarfare.
mong veterans an IS.
California Internal Stability and
Domestic Terror and Antisemitic Violence Infrastructure

* At Old Dominion University in Virginia, Lt. * A 10-year-old child was arrested for

Col. Brandon Shaw was killed in a shooting
perpetrated by Mohamed Baylor Yalo, an
individual with a prior conviction for

supporting ISIS serving seven years.

* A Lebanese-American citizen, Aiman
Mohammad Gazali, conducted an attack on
a Michigan synagogue using a vehicle and
firearms; investigators believe the attack
was motivated by the loss of Gazali's family
members in recent Israeli strikes in

Lebanon inst Hezbollah.

stabbing a 7-year-old girl at a Mountain

View elementary school; the suspect was
identified via residential surveillance and

apprehended by a K9 unit.

* Residents in East San Jose are protesting

the VTA light rail expansion, claiming the

construction vibrations have caused
structural damage to homes and decimated

local business revenue along the corridor.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

US-Cuba Diplomatic Reengagement
" P ! gag Cybersecurity & Infrastructure

* In a surprise development, Cuba confirmed
"initial phase" talks with the US aimed at
establishing a dialogue agenda, coinciding
with the release of dozens of political
prisoners by the regime.

* The FBI is scheduled to visit Cuba to
collaborate on an investigation into a boat
incident involving armed men from the US,
indicating a level of security cooperation
not seen in decades.

* The attack on Stryker by pro-Iranian
hackers highlights the vulnerability of the

US healthcare sector to state-sponsored
digital disruption during active military
engagements.

* Cyber-physical risks are escalating as
hackers move from data theft to
infrastructure disruption, targeting systems
like power plants and water utilities.

Energy Securit
Energy and Economic Volatility vy v

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz
remains a primary threat to global
economic stability; the US has already
destroyed 28 Iranian vessels allegedly
capable of mine-laying in the channel.

e Gasoline  prices in  California are
approaching $7 r llon in some
regions, driven by a 70-cent weekly
increase resulting from the Middle East
conflict and the transition to summer fuel
blends at refineries.
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* California legislators are debating AB246, a
bill that would allow legal installation of
E85 ethanol conversion kits to provide a
$2/gallon cheaper alternative to traditional

gasoline.
Domestic Stability & Rule of Law

* The use of administrative fines as a tool of
immigration enforcement has reached a
zenith, with a Concord resident facing a
$1.8 million penalty for failing to self-
deport, a move critics call "financial
acorralamiento" (cornering) of the migrant

community.
e The Dublin Teachers' Association reached a

provisional agreement after a 12-hour

negotiation session, ending a strike that
threatened local educational stability in the

East Bay.

Diplomatic Engagement

* The US-Cuba thaw is being facilitated by
unconventional intermediaries, including
Ratl Castro's grandson, acting as a liaison
with Washington to navigate the "initial
phase" of the dialogue.

e South America's political shift is evident as
Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado gathers 16,000 supporters in
Chile, aligning with newly inaugurated
conservative leaders in the region.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity today focused on
mitigating energy costs and hardening voter
identification requirements, while
administrative actions by the Trump
administration directly challenged California's
environmental sovereignty and immigration
status quo.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* AB246 (California): Proposes allowing
the legal installation of E85 ethanol
conversion kits for non-flex-fuel vehicles to
lower consumer fuel costs.

* SAVE America Act (Federal): Presidential
push for legislation requiring documentary
proof of citizenship for voter registration
and limiting mail-in ballots to specific
groups.

e Trump Administration Lawsuit vs.
California: A federal challenge to
California's 2035 EV__ sales mandate,
arguing it illegally imposes state standards
over federal hority.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Diaz-Canel Press Conference: The Cuban

leader held a restricted briefing for
national media confirming that ship-borne

fuel arrivals have ceased and US talks have
begun.

* Alum Rock School Board Meeting: A
contentious session where parents
protested the fusion of Adelante schools
and associated staff layoffs in San Jose.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Information Warfare and the
"Gamification" of Conflict

A notable trend is the White House’s
transition toward "gamified" propaganda. By
releasing videos of Iran bombings styled after
Grand Theft Auto and Nintendo Wii, the
administration is attempting to win the "war
of attention" among younger demographics.
This tactic has effectively triggered an
algorithmic feedback loop that dominates
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social media discourse, even as critics argue it
trivializes real-world casualties and
undermines the gravity of "Operation Epic
Fury." This represents a fundamental shift in
statecraft, where perception management
through viral memes is prioritized over

raditional diplomatic rhetoric.
The Weaponization of Administrative Law

The reported $1.8 million fine against a single
undocumented Salvadoran man in Concord
indicates a new strategy of using crippling
financial penalties as a deterrent against non-
compliance with deportation orders. This
"financial lawfare" targets the assets and
wages of residents directly, moving beyond
physical removal to economic incapacitation.
This trend is mirrored in tax policy, where
changes to ITIN regulations are restricting
child tax credits for nearly 3.8 million children
of mixed-status families nationwide.

Radicalization and Proxy Domestic Terror

The simultaneous attacks in Virginia and
Michigan suggest that foreign conflicts are
successfully "exporting" violence to the US
interior. The involvement of an ISIS-linked
individual at ODU and a Lebanese-American
targeting a Jewish house of worship due to
personal losses in Lebanon reflects a
dangerous organized
international terrorism and "lone wolf"
grievance-based violence. This trend poses a

crossover between

significant challenge for domestic law

enforcement, as foreign battlefield

developments now  trigger immediate
mestic reper ions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a heighten
naval presence in the Strait of Hormuz as the
US attempts to prevent a blockade. Domestic

gas prices in California will likely breach the

$6.00 average mark, triggering further

localized protests. The US-Cuba negotiations
will likely see the first release of prisoners
arrive in Miami, providing a domestic political
win for the administration.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): As "Operation
Epic Fury" continues, the US may face a
recruitment or retention crisis within the
military if casualties like the KC-135 crash
continue to mount without a clear endgame.
The AB246 ethanol Kkits could become a
national model for red states seeking to
bypass oil-linked inflation, potentially leading
to a fragmentation of the national auto market
standards.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If US-Cuba talks
progress toward normalization, it would
represent the most significant realignment of
Caribbean security since the Cold War,
potentially neutralizing a long-standing
Russian and Chinese intelligence hub.
However, the legacy of aggressive "lawfare"
against immigrant communities via massive
fines may create a permanent economic
underclass and structural social instability in
states like California.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The US should capitalize on the Cuba
diplomatic opening to trade energy
assistance for the removal of foreign
signals intelligence (SIGINT) assets on the
island.
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* Security architectures in the Persian Gulf
must be hardened against unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) swarms and ‘"kamikaze"
drones, which are currently overwhelming
traditional defense systems in the region.

* The US must anticipate a "third front" in
cyberwarfare as Iranian proxies target
private-sector critical infrastructure like
healthcare and utilities to inflict civilian

pain.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply chain managers should hedge
against a prolonged closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by diversifying sourcing away from
markets dependent on Middle Eastern
crude.

Investors in California's automotive and
energy sectors must monitor federal-state
legal battles; a victory for the Trump
administration over California's EV
mandate would pivot market focus back to
combustion and hybrid technologies.

* Healthcare and medical technology firms

(like Stryker) should increase
biosurveillance and cyber-resilience

budgets as they have become primary
targets for state-sponsored 'gray zone"
warfare.
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sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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