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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a significant strategic

pivot  in  the  dual-theater  conflicts  involving

Iran  and  Russia.  The  Trump  administration

has  issued  a  30-day  temporary  license

allowing the sale of Russian oil stuck at sea, a

move  designed  to  stabilize  skyrocketing

domestic fuel prices caused by the escalating

war  in  the  Middle  East.  This  decision  has

sparked  a  severe  diplomatic  rift  with

European  allies,  who  argue  that  the  move

effectively  finances  Moscow’s  war  effort

against  Ukraine at  a critical  juncture.  While

Washington  prioritizes  domestic  economic

relief  and  its  military  campaign  against

Tehran,  European  leaders,  particularly  in

Germany  and  France,  view  the  move  as  a

betrayal of the collective sanctions regime.

In the Middle East, the war against Iran has

entered its second week with unprecedented

intensity.  The United States  and Israel  have

reportedly  struck  over  15,000  targets,

including  IRGC  headquarters  and  weapon

depots in  Tehran.  However,  the  conflict  is

increasingly  defined  by  geographic  rather

than  purely  military  bottlenecks,  as  Iran’s

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz continues to

choke  global  energy  markets.  Conflicting

reports suggest that while major Iranian naval

vessels  have  been  neutralized,  smaller  craft

continue to mine the strait, complicating US

efforts to establish a naval escort system for

international tankers.

Domestically, Lithuania is grappling with the

spillover  effects  of  these  global  crises.

Farmers are warning of a critical collapse in

the agricultural  sector due to  high fertilizer

and  energy  costs,  while  the  government

remains hesitant to implement price caps or

tax cuts. Simultaneously, a natural disaster in

the  form  of  ice-jam  flooding in  the  Kaunas

district has exposed flaws in local emergency

warning  systems,  further  straining  the

public's trust in state capacity during a period

of heightened regional anxiety.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US Sanction  Easing  and Transatlantic

Friction 

The  US  Treasury  issued  a  license

allowing the delivery and sale of Russian

crude  oil  and  petroleum products  until

April 11, 2026.

German  Chancellor  and  French

President  Emmanuel  Macron  criticized

the move, claiming it could inject up to

10 billion dollars into Putin’s war chest

over 30 days.

The Trump administration defended the

move as  a  "narrowly  tailored"  measure

to  prevent  a  global  economic  collapse

and stabilize the US energy market.
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Escalation  of  the  Iran-Israel-US

Conflict 

Reports  indicate  that  Iran’s  new

Supreme  Leader,  Mojtaba  Khamenei,

may  have  been  wounded  in  recent

strikes and is currently in hiding.

Turkey’s  NATO-operated  air  defenses

intercepted  an  Iranian  ballistic  missile

over  its  territory,  marking a  dangerous

expansion of the conflict zone.

A US refueling aircraft with a crew of six

crashed in western Iraq; the IRGC claims

it  was  shot  down  by  Iranian  missiles,

while the Pentagon maintains the cause

is under investigation.

Poland’s  Constitutional  and  Defense

Crisis 

President  Karol  Nawrocki  vetoed  a  44

billion  euro  EU  defense  loan  (SAFE

program),  citing  sovereignty  concerns

and  a  refusal  to  "surrender

independence to foreign decisions."

Prime  Minister  Donald  Tusk’s

administration accused the President of

state  treason,  arguing  the  veto  leaves

Poland  vulnerable  while  Russia  "drinks

champagne."

Zelensky’s  Diplomatic  Offensive  in

Paris 

President  Zelensky  met  with  President

Macron  to  secure  air  defense  systems

and ensure that the 90 billion euro EU

loan proceeds  despite  blocks  from

Hungary and Slovakia.

Ukraine is  offering its  unique expertise

in intercepting Iranian Shahed drones to

help  Western  allies  currently  facing

similar threats in the Middle East.

Lithuanian  Domestic  Unrest  and

Infrastructure Failures 

Massive  ice  jams  on  the  Nėris  river

caused  flooding  in  Radikiai,  with

residents  reporting  that  emergency

sirens  failed to  activate  until  after  the

water had already entered their homes.

Lithuanian farmers met with the Prime

Minister to warn that the milk and grain

sectors are facing total insolvency due to

the  geopolitical  situation  and  new

domestic taxes.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Statecraft The global

energy  market  is  in  a  state  of  extreme

volatility.  The  Lithuanian  Energy  Minister

noted  that  16  million  barrels  of  oil  are  lost

daily due to the Hormuz blockade, prompting

a coordinated release of  400 million barrels

from international reserves. Despite this, fuel

prices  in  Lithuania  have  surged,  with  the

Finance  Minister warning  that  while  the

situation  is  not  yet  "critical,"  the  risk  of

stagflation—stagnant growth combined with

high  inflation—is  increasingly  real.  The  US

decision to allow Russian oil sales represents

a desperate attempt to use energy statecraft

to prevent domestic political fallout from gas

prices exceeding 2 euros per liter.

AI  &  Technology  Policy The  war  in  the

Middle East is accelerating the deployment of

autonomous  weapon  systems.  Experts

highlight  a  shift  toward  Human-Machine

Teaming,  where  pilots  are  accompanied  by

swarms  of  autonomous  drones.  Significant

concerns  are  being  raised  regarding  AI

"hallucinations" in  combat,  where  systems

may misidentify  retreating  troops  or  civilian

decoys as valid targets. Furthermore, the use

of  AI  in  information  warfare has  reached

new  levels,  with  automated  algorithms
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capable of analyzing social media "bubbles" to

sow  societal  division more  effectively  than

human operatives.

Coalition Cohesion The Western alliance is

showing  visible  cracks.  In  Poland,  the  rift

between  President  Nawrocki  and  the  Tusk

government over the SAFE defense program

highlights  a  growing  "sovereignty  vs.

integration"  debate  that  threatens  NATO's

eastern  flank.  Meanwhile,  the  US-Europe

divide over Russian oil  sanctions suggests  a

divergence in strategic priorities, with the US

focusing  on  Iran  and  domestic  economics

while  Europe  remains  focused  on  the

existential threat from Russia.

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order In

Lithuania,  the  failure  of  flood  sirens  in

Radikiai has  become  a  symbol  of  state

incapacity. Coupled with the farmers' protests,

the  government  faces  a  multifaceted

challenge  to  maintain  social  order.  The

Finance Minister’s dismissive tone regarding

the  agricultural  crisis  has  only  exacerbated

tensions with rural  populations who feel  the

cost of the war is being placed solely on their

shoulders.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  emergency

economic measures and defense funding, with

significant  roadblocks  appearing in  both the

EU and national parliaments.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAFE  Program (Poland): A  proposal  to

accept  44  billion  euros  in  EU  loans  for

defense strengthening. Vetoed by President

Nawrocki on constitutional and sovereignty

grounds.

EU 90 Billion Euro Ukrainian Loan: A

massive  financial  aid  package  for  Kyiv.

Currently  blocked  by  Hungary  and

Slovakia,  with  Macron  promising  an

alternative "workaround" by April.

Lithuanian  Fuel  Tax  Relief: Proposed

reductions  in  excise  duties  or  VAT  for

diesel.  The  Finance  Minister  currently

opposes  this,  citing  the  need  for  fiscal

discipline.

Russian  Oil  License  (US): An

administrative  action  by  the  US  Treasury

suspending  certain  sanctions on  Russian

petroleum for a 30-day window.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Pentagon  Press  Briefing: Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth defended the Iran

campaign,  dismissing  claims  of

miscalculation  in  Hormuz  as  "fake  news"

from CNN.

Lithuanian  Farmers'  Meeting:

Agricultural  leaders  met  with  the  Prime

Minister  to  demand working capital  loans

and an end to new environmental taxes.

Petr Pavel in Rukla: The Czech President

emphasized the importance of the Military

Schengen system  to  ensure  rapid  troop

movement across Europe.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Geography The

current conflict in the Middle East has moved

beyond traditional  military  engagement  to  a

battle over choke points. While the US can

hit  thousands  of  targets  in  Iran,  the

geographic  reality  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

allows  Tehran  to  project  power

disproportionate  to  its  naval  strength.  The

shift  to  using  smaller,  unmanned  boats  for
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mining  reflects  an  asymmetric  strategy  that

the US Navy is struggling to counter without

boots on the ground in southern Iran—a move

that would be politically catastrophic for the

current US administration.

The  Automation  of  Attrition Warfare  is

entering a phase where the speed of decision-

making  outpaces  human  biology.  The

discussion  of  AI  in  drones reveals  that  the

primary advantage of these systems is not just

their lack of a pilot, but their ability to process

target data and engage in milliseconds. This

creates a "race to the bottom" where ethical

considerations  are  sacrificed  for  combat

effectiveness, as seen in the lack of "brakes"

in the current military-industrial AI arms race.

Total  Defense  and  Civil  Resilience The

NATO  "Cold  Response"  drills in  the  Arctic

represent  a  return  to  the  "Total  Defense"

models  of  the  Cold  War.  The  inclusion  of

hospitals,  private  businesses,  and  civilian

transport  in  military  exercises  in  Norway

suggests that the aliance no longer views war

as a purely military affair. This "civil-military

bridge"  is  being  tested  in  real-time  in

Lithuania,  where  flood  warning  failures

suggest  that  the  "home  front"  is  far  from

ready for a high-intensity hybrid conflict.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

temporary dip in global oil prices as Russian

crude enters the market, but this will likely be

offset by Iranian mining of the Hormuz Strait.

In  Poland,  the  Tusk  government  will  likely

seek "extra-constitutional" ways to bypass the

Presidential  veto  on  defense  spending,

potentially  leading  to  a  domestic  political

crisis.  Tensions in  Lithuania will  peak if  the

Finance  Ministry  continues  to  refuse  aid  to

farmers during  the  critical  spring  planting

season.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US "30-

day" window on Russian oil may be extended

if the war in Iran does not conclude quickly,

further  alienating  EU  allies  and  potentially

fracturing the G7.  Ukraine will  likely  face a

new  Russian  offensive  funded  by  the  oil

revenue "windfall" granted by the US sanction

easing.  In  the  Middle  East,  if  Mojtaba

Khamenei  remains  incapacitated,  a  power

struggle within the IRGC could lead to even

more erratic military actions.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  current  shift

toward AI-driven autonomous warfare will

lead  to  a  total  restructuring  of  military

procurement,  with  human  pilots  and  tank

crews  becoming  secondary  to  AI-managed

swarms.  The "Military  Schengen" and "Total

Defense"  concepts  will  become  the  new

standard  for  European  security,  but  their

success  will  depend  on  whether  states  can

rebuild  trust with  their  own  populations

following current economic hardships.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Allies must establish a clear deconfliction

mechanism regarding  sanctions  to

prevent  Washington's  domestic  economic

needs  from  inadvertently  subsidizing

Moscow's aggression.

The  "Total  Defense"  model  should  be

expanded  to  include  cross-border  civil

infrastructure (hospitals,  railways)  to

ensure  the  Baltic  states  and  Scandinavia

function as a single defensive unit.
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Diplomatic pressure must be maintained on

Italy  and  other  EU  states to  prevent  the

normalization  of  Russian  participation  in

cultural and political forums like the Venice

Biennale.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Hedging: Investors  should

prepare  for  extreme  volatility  beyond  the

current 30-day US window, as the threat of

stagflation in Europe remains high.

Defense  Tech  Opportunities: The  rapid

pivot  to  AI  and  autonomous  systems

represents  a  significant  growth  area,

particularly for "Human-Machine Teaming"

software  and  drone-interception

technologies.

Supply  Chain  Risk: The  crisis  in  the

Lithuanian  agricultural  sector signals  a

broader  European  risk  to  food  supply

chains;  investors  should  monitor  fertilizer

costs and rural stability in the CEE region

closely.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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